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Leo Zimmerman

Kendsha is host today to the sixteenth annual reunion of the Nat!oml.l1
Tuscania Survivors association, commemorating the anniversary of the
sinking of the Tuscania troopship by an enemy submarine off the Irish
coast with a loss of 225 lives on Feb. 5, 1918, ~

Among the leading figures of the reunion are the men shown above. |
They are Fred Scholey, Kenosha, nationa] president of the assocl-|
ation: Robert Riley, Kenosha, national secretary; Leo Zimmerman, Mil- |
waukee, national historian; and John N, Jones, New York, former British
naval officer who tonight will be presented a hero medal at the reunion
banquet as recognition for his exploits in rescuing the lives of 210 soldiers
after he had been left behind on the scene by his own ship,

Leonard Valentine (Leo) Zimmermann - “Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Monday 5 Feb 1934
p 7 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/596044999/



AtT.S.A.
Meet

With
The
Candid

Camera

BY THE CANDID CAMERA,

Found something good Thurs-
day night. 1 dropped in at the an-
nual meeting of the survivors of
the sinking of the troop transport
Tuscania off the Irish coast on
Feb. 5, 1918, by a German subma-
rine. The meeting was held at the
Randolph hotel. And here are a
few shots 1 pleked up while en-
joying an Interesting evening,

of Mil-
when
and look at the
serlous loak on his face, Harry ).
Schostak (left), Chicago, wins en-
joying a good laugh while Dr. F,

T. S, Greene (middle),
wankee, was looking at me
I made this shot

Firnstah! of Wisconsin Raplds
was probably thinking about how
doughhboys went down with
Tuscania,

P
it

the



Here is Arthur Bldney, 4216 N,
Morris boulevard, Milwaukee, tak-
Ing & drink. Oh, T konow what
vou're thinking, but it was only
water, I know bhecause I was sus-
picious, too, and Investigated.

e 1

It migzht have been a good story
Maxwell Collins (right), Milwau-
kee, past president of the organ-
lzation, was telling Arnold Joerns
of Chicago, but in this case Mr,
Collins was merely remarking
how good the steak was for &
banquet selection, Mr. Joerns Is
the new president.

——. -



One thing 1 liked about the
mecting was the absence of
lengthy formal speeches, but I did
get this shot of Leo B. Zimmer-
man, the organization’s historian,
who made it short and snappy.
Willlam A. Schiupp of Chicago,
was listening intently, which is all
he could have done under the

circumstances.

https://www.newspapers.com/image/1299581691/
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'U BOAT CHIEF  TUSCANIA SURVIORS

'MAY ACCEPT
- TUSCANIABID

He wae a bit purzled at first—
but now the man who commanrded
the U-boat which sank the Tus-
cania Is planning to acecept the in-
vitation to attend next year's re-
urion of the survivors of that
World war tragedy
| He is Dr, Wilhelm Meyer, who

commanded the German U-77T when

it sent a torpedo into the American

| tranzport off the Irish coast, send-
Ing 225 American goldiers to watery
graves

PROMISES TO ATTEND. © Wisconsin News. Al rights reserved
leo P. 2 aiien G LEO V. ZIMMERMAN WALTER A. LAEV

9 £, dimmetman, Milwaukee, Survivors of the Tuscanis, British transport torpedoed by a

| association historian, told members | German submarine during the World war, while carrying 1,200

of the Tuzeania Survivers assoe|- American troops, celebrated the nineteenth anniversary of the ship's

&tion at the Hotel Plankinton Iaat sinking at the Hotel Plankinton, Mr. Zimmermann, 624 N. Water

night | st, and Mr. Laey, 3265 N. Sherman bivd,, attended the celebration.

“Dr. Meyer, in his last letter (o |
us, promised to make the trip | As duty was understood at that | Dun, Chicago, secreiary, and Henry|
time.” | Knaup, Kenosha, permanent secre-

next year”
Dr. Meyer said of A | Dr. Meyer now lives in Saar-|tary. Mr, Colling succeeds Fred
- SL€yer sald of the invitation: | prycken | Scholey, Kenosha, on tha board.
“The Invitation stresses the | The twentieth reunion (1038) will | Other directors are Fred Duxbury,
fact that there was no thoughts | be held in Chicago, Sheboy an, and James Bray, Bara-
of bhitterness or revenge lingering Arncld Joerne, Chicagn, was boo, About 100 attended.

In the hearts of the survivors of |eisctsad president to succeed M. W Before the banquet a memorial
the catastrophe. They recognize |Coliins, Milwaukes. Other newly | service for the Tuscania dead was
that T and members of the crew elected officers are: Stanley Hult, | held, with John Young, chaplain,
of the U-17 merely did our duty | Chicagn, vice president; Charles officiating

Milwaukee News
t, Feb 06, 1937 -Page 4 .
satFe : Milwaukee WI
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REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS.

(Te ba returnsd 10 the Reglster of Deeds of the County In which (he birth ccurs.)

L7 SRR -~
1. Pl o i O i, g 7@4‘&«,%4..“% B
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3 Sex. Drate. .
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6. Occupation of father élo/ 7 MM/
Name of mother previous to marriage / e/ Ao Lsionitdis-

& Hour, day of week, wonth and yar o bieth I~ foboedl CH By Talicedos
&5 Sloerueknr o222 JIlS * /

0k st S o ol i sy 10wl bt Lo B o o) T Wil 2,4",
Birthplace of father %M» %W

12, Any additional cirenmstances . oo LD iy

Dated at b T / é-,
% County, Wisconsin, (#) Attending I'h)u lm\

this o2l “day of /wﬂ '31/’{
“Z,,.. 2b1— 102 Y W W

- »

distingtly thet the race also ma h-mm-m Hhack, Mulat l
1 li‘mé—‘i:)&aulhdnrn h‘-”" ¥ é 1o, Nlnul'niu'-l
birth or & “st th" showdd be s specified.

Recorded this off‘l “day of_ %Aw? t37
%/ m . Register,
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The following documents are courtesy of Steven
Schwartz of Renton WA:
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Translation of a letter between a survivor of the sunk Tuscania and the commander of .U.B.77
Milwaukee, Wis., Nov.12, 1928
Lt. Commander Meyer
U.B.77 (1918)
Dear Sir:

On Feb., 5 th 1918, your submarine torpedoed the transport-ship
"T uscania" (British), with American troops on board.
Every year on that evening, we celebrate the occasion by meeting, having formed
ourselves into an association.
We admire your courage in that attack and I would be glad to receive a letter
from you, that I might read at our next meeting. Tell us about that trip and
attack. I will surely appreciate your answer.
You can write to me in German language, if you like. I can read it.
Thank you very much.

Yours truly,

(signed) LeoV.Zimmermann,

1019 - 32 nd St.
Milwaukee, Wis, U. S. A.

134
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May 20, 1931

Torpedoed: Survivor’s History

Mr. Leo V. Zimmermann, of 1713 N. 55th

Street, Milwaukee (Wis.), has been able to

compile a complete and impartial narrative
of the sinking of the British steamer Tuscania by a
German submarine on February 5, 1918, Of the
2114 persons on board, mostly American troops.
200 lost their lives, and on the Scottish coast at
Islay, where some of the survivors landed, and dis-
tant seven miles from where the transport was sunk,
is a Cairn made of stones, erected by the US.A.
Government in memory of the dead.

Mr. Zimmermann is Historian of the Tuscania Survivors'
Association, which holds regular reunions, and in a letter
to “Reveille,” enclosing his narrative of the sinking of
the Tuscania, he tenders greetings from Milwaukee Post 1
of the American Legion, of which he is a member, to the
Diggers of Australia, Instancing the trouble that Mr.
Zimmermann went to unearth all the facts of the Tuscania
sinking, he established personal communication with five
German submarine commanders during the past seven
years, including those who participated in the destruction
of the transport.

“At our last reunion,” Mr. Zimmermann states, “it was
decided to forward a little token of our esteem to the
Commanders of the British destroyers, Grasshopper, Mos-

T HRCUGH patient and careful investigation,

quito and Pigeon, which assisted in the rescue of the
troops, and ich had previously performed valiant ser-
vices

in the landing of the British forces at the
nelles,

Mr, Zimmermann opens his narrative by describing the
embarkation of the troops on the Tuscania (14,348 tons),
Capt. Peter A. McLean, at Hoboken, New York; the run
up the coast to Halifax (Canada); the departure from that
port on January 27, and the merging into a convoy of 14
ships, led by H.M.S. Cochrane, for the voyage across the
Atlantic.

“QOver each side at the bow of our liner the paravenes
cut through the water. These guardians against a menac-
ing mine could ward it to the side, along a cable, and away
from the ship to a steel knife, set there to cut it from its
floating mooring, when it would rise to surface and
be exploded by gunfire, At the stern of our transport
a rapid fire piece was mounted, with shells standing about
it—to us such grim reminders of constantly impending
danger.

“Rations at mess were the same as enjoyed by the Aus-
tralians on their trim thlimli. and light calisthenics,
occasional lifeboat , and ividual leaning over the
rail constituted our exercises, On shipboard were the
followi: units: Headquarters Detachment and Com-
panies “D.” “E’ and “F”; Twentieth Engineers; 51 casual
officers; 100th, 158th and 213th Aero Squadrons; 107th
Engineer Train; 107th Military Police; 107th Supply
Train; Medical Detachments No, 1 and 2, 32nd Division.
This comprised in all a complement of 2156 American
soldiers, two British stewardesses, and a personnel of 237
officers and men in crew,

“Into the warmth of the Gulf stream, we passed and
entered the submarine danger zone, where we perceived
a tramp steamer on the starboard offing approaching and
receding in the distance. In an admiring mood, we stood,
contemplating her pluck, in having safely crossed the
ocean alone and unprotected, now rewarded bv this act
of daring. At night we slept in our clothes: lifebelts
hung at the head of our bunks, All the ships were
zig-zagging, except a few like the oil tanker astern, that
had difficulty in keeping up with the convoy.

“REVEI 7 E” — THE DIGGERS' PAPER.

“At 7 a.n. (February 4) the convoy was joined by eight
British destroyers—Beagle, Savage, Grasshopper, Minor,
Harpy, Badger, Pigeon and Mosquito. At about 4 p.m.,
we saw the first sight of land to north, the high cliff shores
of the Scotland coast. We were safe now, we thought,
and the next morning expected to arrive in the harbour
of Liverpool. Then in the distance, to starboard, a dark
grey line lengthened itself on the horizon and formed the
shore of Ireland. With the coming of dusk the light-
house on the point of the Mull of Cantyre cast its bright,
olinking beacon of light to our eyes. A welcome sight
to us, tired of a long and wearisome ocean trip.

“A few days previously, on January 29, the German
U.B. 77, with Lieut.-Capt. Wilhelm Meyer in command,
had left Borkum (Germany), On the 31st it encountered
the German U.B. 86, likewise starting on a cruise to the
north. The U.B. 77 then passed in sight of Fair Island
(Pebﬂur‘v 1), doubled the seaward of Rona Island, the
Flannan Islands (February 2), and St. Kilda (February 3).
On February 4, like a huge triangular iron file, she cut
the surface, bound in towards the north coast of Ireland.
On February 5 it arrived off the North Channel, where
U.B. 97 was also operating. About 5 p.m. it observed
a large convoy escorted by destroyers, and manoeuvred
to place itself in position for attack.

“We saw nothing of the lurking German submarine,
which sighted our convoy and stalked to shoot its missiles
of destruction. At 6.45 p.m. one of two fired torpedoes
struck, between the engine room and stokehold on the
starboard side. These compartments were immediatly
filled by water and steam; the crew there on watch being
killed, Thus the Tuscania met her fata! blow, heeling
over 8 to 10 degrees and swinging to starboard. The
force of the explosion threw water and debris up as high
as the lifeboats, hanging by their davits, damaging a
few—enough to make these unfitted for use,

“At the time of being torpedoed the Tuscania was
immediately wrapped in darkness. Speech to us on
board was muffled for a time in fright. It felt like
running into a sandbar, in addition to the roar of the
explosion, the crash of steel and timbers, as also the
racket of scattered breakables, In no uncertain terms
were we apprised of what had happened. So we crowded
to the deck. The hatchways were filled with soldiers
adjusting lifebelts, ay they scrambled up to the forward
deck. With overcoats on, it made quite a difficult task,
and some of us fell down on the slanting concrete floor.
The steps leading to the promenade deck were crowded
with a slowly-moving line. Others were clambering
ropes dangling near. No bugle call had been .ma:f
nor any warning of impending danger given. The sub-
marine, unperceived, had manoeuvred into position betwean
our column of ships and the outer guard of destroyers,
and fired just as twilight began to shroud the sea in

loom. The other vessels put on full speed ahead, and
eft us to our fate—a nava] ruling, rather than a desire.
The U.S.S. Kanawha, skirting our starboard, fired its aft

gun.
“Like a wounded bird of the flock, the Tuscania whistle
imomm!y shrieked its call of distress, as if to give voice
to its pain, Up into the sky, like two spurts of blood,
climbed and quivered two red stars—submarime warning
rocket signals, No panic was apparent among the
soldiers; they knew their stations from previous boat drill.
Few words were spoken; all being intenl” upon the one
Jbject of securing their position in line of abandonment
of the ship. re, in the dusk, they stood, counting
off or repeating names, as they awaited the launching of
the lifeboats. >
_ “The log of the U.B, 77 reveals, that in the early morn-
ing of February 5 she was obliged to dive, on the appear-
(Continwed on page 34)

SEE THAT YOU GET IT EACH MONTH.
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Torpedoed: Survivor's History
(Continned from page 12)
ance of destroyers out of the darknvis, proceeding away
{rom the sound of their propellers. Later a steamer’s
propeller was heard. The was raised several
times, but only destroyers were sighted. At 820 am. 2
2000-ton vessel was sighted. The attempt to reach posi-
tion ahead of her failed, The submarine constantly broke
surfsce, owing to the swell, and destroyers were sighted
E steamer, The attack was therefore
abandoned. U.B. 77 at 10.30 a.m., came to the surface
and charged its batteries. At 218 p.m. it had to make
a quick dive to avoid patrol eraft. At 3.08 p.m. it came
tn the surface and proceeded into the North Channel.
Except for the patrol craft to the north-west, no patrols
were seen. At 3.30 p.m, met U97, Lieut.-Capt. Wilhelm

Meyer, commander of U.B. 77, relates:—
M‘.ay-tglumnh‘mry-mm Horrled

up tomards these, and soca made cut & large coavey sieerisg = &
seuthecasterly dlrection towards the North Clanael At the head
of the convey was A sred bly aciieg As &

rge Cruber with
{Kazawha) : and
lise (00@ Dack ¢f anwther) ; the whole csavay Belsg strongly guaried
by Gestroyers.

mm-mh-u—umummumaumau
spred of the Tuscapia: aa also 1o work oul & suits method of

Mau g, 1831

HER BROTHER: BLOOD TRANSFUSION

April 6, 1917, had been a strenwous day in the
34th Casualty Clearing Sistion om the Poperinghe
Wounded soldiers had been pouring in all
day. A request went round for a voluntcer from
among the nursing staff for a blood tramsiusion for &
poor iellow lying almost at the doors of death. Feel-
ing that | should get a rest from the horrors around
me, | volunteered. A test was taken of my blood,
and | was chosen,  After the transiuson | had 24
hours vest, and when | resumed my duties | was told
by the doctor that the man to whom | had given
my blood wished to see me. | made my way to his
s:de, and when | saw his face | prompily fainied acros
the bed. He was my own brother, who had been
reported “killed in action™ eight months previously.
He is a'ive to-day.—"Springbok.”

Jost their lives in trring to reach these by jumping overs
. The slow churning ship's propeller was a danger

that menaced each boat, f
The destroyers now began picking up survivors: at
times darting off short distances, to prevent the sub-
marine sighting them stationary. The Grasshopper, hav-
ing rescued over 200 survivors, her capacity list, was
obfix_ed to leave. The Mosquito, in a more dangerous
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this momest &
yardse) away, ard headed for the submarine.
meters (B87L), later & very violest

Neshl
b .mu..ﬂp--.nultuudhm-;:
had occurred. The Bner had two white masthesd lanterns 1is
(Auxifary lghis), and lay very mwch over 18 SLArbOArd, aad asters

Seep 1n the water,

“In the meantime, from the deck of the Tuscania, two
hissing, serpentine streaks of fire shot up into the sky.
They were skyrockets—signals of distress. One line of
electric auxiliary lights about the nromenade was now
visible, gradually meeting reflection in the water as the
ship sank. The stars on wide firmament bunked sadly,
and the lighthouse on the high, treacherous Scotland cliff,
many miles away, beckoned us on, like a si to destruc-
tion among its pounding breakers. The English destrover,
Mosquite (Lieut. T. B. Fellowes) approached the Tus-
eania from the starboard side. the port side H.M.S,

per (Lieut. John M. Smith) hove into view

“The lifeboats came scraping down the side of the
Tuscania.  As these were filled with iers the waves
battered them szainst the bilge of the steel liner. Oars
were broken to absorb each shock, and pocket knives
at times were used to cut the taut davit ropes! Cracked
and leaking, some drifted away. One, striking another
lifebont in its descent, crushed and plunged these men into
a black, obliterating sea.  On the starboard side other
difficuities were encountered in launching, The davits and
the waves held lifcboats and rafts out of reach. Soldiers

P the rescue, Alongside the Tuscania,
now deep in the water, HALS. Pigeon had rupes thrown
to the deck, and the remainder of the survivors slid down
to safety. A few lifeboats were drifting to the Seotland
coast, only to be broken up against the high cliffs that
denied them a landing. ut in an open boat for fous
hours, a lifeboat with about 50 survivers was picked up
18 mhu west of where the Tuscania sank, by Skipper
E. Neeve, R.N., in command of the trawle. Gloria,

“The German U.B. 77, after a lapse of 20 minutes,
quietly rose to the surface. At first swinging her peri-
scope about and perceiving the vessel it had ait, heeling
to starboard and settling aft, it came um
ning tower slightly above the water, ts wireless
of distress, signed Tuscania, thus
Lieut.-Capt, W, Meyer

intercepted our si .
revealing the victim's Identity,
further reveals:—

1o order 10 haxien Cir liier's sinking we Uled AT Cier attark a1
We dived te 11 mnters (30100 10 onded 50 aiiteach the

715 pm
shiathen vl

ship submerged, Dot It was alfeads so dark that
8ot be ascertained, and, lasddvs, the seunds of de e’ pragelien
were AL 40 pa we camer tw the saffacs Wik M
TAY pam Bred terpedn 18 paased abead of 13 Torasi At Wy
tomediately 32w by the tourse It was taking 1hal the torpeds was
potng (o miss, foe we theught the shiy had 00t cume 0 & ewplete
stop, | dived o3 acreunt of destrosers, and jrocecind away At S5
P our U-Boatl Again came lo the surfacy  Jhate 4l oara Slaae
wyte visible In Vaclalty of the ol AU M B submarioe 22aln
A Tna mare uf (B¢ Tuscania crald B¢ som A
nember of destroyers with al Ughts scrywned were steaming alunt,
also xmaliet crafi

“A few hours later the destroyer Grasshopper passied
ni the river Foyle, and we landed upon the cobbivstune
wharf of Londonderry, Ireland. A number of Dritish
officers escorted us up to an old Irich fort, where we were
billeted with the Inniskillen Regiment. We were treated
to a big bowl of warmih-producing tea, ani then talked
ourselves to sleep amongz the straw and woollen blanke
on our stone barrack tioor, just as dawn streaked the
east in grey.

The following day (February 6), UB. 77 continund o
cruise |n the northern part of the Norts Channel. Letween
Rhynos of Ialay and the Mull of Cantyre. Late that after-
noon anothey convoy of thirteen ships was sighted, amd an
attack attempted. However, a stormy s2a aml a dJark
night, muking visibility in the North Crannel Jilicult,
prevented it, and the convoy was missed, Ia this lot was
the Orduna with 200 U.S, nurses aboard. On Fehruary
13, U.B. 77 left the North Channel and keaded irwo the
sea of Mebrides, looking fop siray victims, und arrived
at Dremuershaven, Germany, on February 21e=in all, bei
OUt TWyhiy-threy crusing days, with ene trassnort <und.

-/
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i He was a grocery clerk until
Leo V. Zimmermann |he began work for Milprint.

Services were held Frida
for Leo V. Zimmermann, 82, f ll;:" ,:322(::3 20::& e
survivor of the Tuscania which | "0 (00 0 o mber of the St
was torpedocd by a German | peuncicBay View Post No.
submarnine in February, 1918, laof'.l the Ax‘erkan Lv:lh-on }
Zimmermann was # founder He is survived by ‘d“"h,
of the National Tuscania Survi-! i
vors Association and worked | tef. Mrs. Frank (Mary) Sobot-
for more than 10 years to com- f ka, Riverside, I1L; & sister, Mrs.
pile a history of the dis“ler}h‘ arie Weishar, Milwaukee,
frem naval archives and other and a brother, Paul Zimmer-
sources in the United States, | mann, St. Louis.
Great Britain, France, Belgium,
and Germany.
The ship was torpedoed in | MAY 29 1971
the Atlantic near England and |
of 2,030 Americans aboard,
166 were lost. Zimmerman was |
a 29 vear old medic with the!
32nd Division at the time, !
He died Tucsday of 2 stroke
at the Cameo Convalescent
Center, 5790 S. 27th St., where |
he had been a patient since
January. He had for several|
vears lived in other nursing,

homes.
National
TUSCANIA SURVIVS RE
Association
LUl O DI ST SO

A SUHLSIE Y, Ad™itis,
VIRUUATOGA, WISLONSIN %3013

MAY 29 1971
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Leo V. Zimmerman

Services were held here Frie
day for Leo V. Zimmerman, 82,
2 survivor of the Tuscanis ship
disaster of World War | and a
founder of the National Tus
cania Survivors' Association,

Zimmerman died Tuesday of
a stroke at the Camco Conva-
lescent Center, 5790 S. 2Ttk
St., where he had bheen a pa-
tient since January,

Zimmerman a medic with
the 320d Divisin in World
War [, wax 29 when he was on
his way to France ahoard the
Tuscania. The British luxurs:
liner, which had heen convert-
ed 1o a troop carrier, was tor-
pedoed by a German LU-boat
and sank off the coast of Ire.
land on Feb. 5, 1918,

Of the 2,030 Americans on
board, 166 cied. A rough sea
and icy cold wind hampered
rescue efforts. A total of 213
lives were lost,

After the war, Zimmermann
helped to organize the survi-
vors® association and served s«
its historian. The group has
met annually since 1917, Zim-
mermann had been emploved
by Milprint, Inc., 4200 N. Ho:-
ton St, from 1944 until he re-
tired in 1954, Previously he
was a grocery clerk.

Zimmermann was a member
of the St. Francis Bay View
Post No. 180 of the American
Legion,

He is survived by a daugh-
ter, Mrs. Frank Sobotka, River.
sde, UL a sister, Mrs. Marie
Weishar, Milwaukee, and a
hrother, Paul Zimmermann, St
Louis, Mo,

Services were at the Pras.
ser-Kleczka Funeral Homoe,
3275 S. Howell Ave, and at
Immaculate Conception Catho-
tic Church, 1023 E. Russcll
Av e Burial was in Calvar.
Cemetery.
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.. TUSCANIA; 415 IS TOTAL FROM MANY TOWNS

Leo V. Zimmerman, Milwaukee.

“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2
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Leo Zimmerman of Milwaukes, a
former schoolmate of Atturney J, I'
McGalloway of this cliy, has wrilten
an interesting letter in which he gives
many detalls of the rinking of the
‘Tuscania ou which ship he was a
passenger at the thae it met 3 fate,
The letter was written in England
and ix as follows:

“When you receive this you will
Eave read an of the sinki
of the Tuscania and you wiil bo In-
terested 10 kpow that | was aboard
that ship when it met its fate.

“We were on the ocean a long
time. It was very interesting at first
but became monotonous afier awhile.
1 did not become scasick on the whole
trip—~d little dizziness the third day
out was all that I experienced. Yom
become accustomed (o the rolling and
the pitching of the ship. | had a cold
when | left the U, § but the salt
air soon took that away,

' Victims of Submarine.

“That fateiul night whep we were
rejoicing that we had not.far to go
to reach port we were clammid by 2
Gerwan g submarine. The uddersca
¢raft must have followed or lay in
wait 1o get us. Just as darkness
caveloped the xaip she sent ber missile
of destruction. The . Tuscanla wns
struck on the starboard side and di-
rectly o the middle. The torpedo hit
Ito the Bunkers, a crash, the creak-
ing of timber, lghts out, the engine
stopped, no comitands given. Not
even a word was uttered for everyone
koew what had bappesed and a rush
was made to secure our individual
life belts, which most of us had handy
for just that evemtuality. 1 noticed
the shock threw nobody off their fect
and we all hurried 10 our respective
places as bad been taught us at drill.

“The soldiers acted slowly and
methodically. 1 would not call it a
panic. They were crowding to fron
stairs from the forward deck to that
of the promevade deck 50 | pulled my-
self up by a cable and reached my
place in ume. Soon after on the port
side the first boat was lowered by

Shoved Boat With Hands,

“The next lifeboat, the one our squad
was assigned to, came down with a
Jerky scesaw motion. It siruck ocua-
sloaliy to the side of the Tuscania on
account of the list and a number of
us bad to shove it off with our hands,

“We bit the water with a splash and

very Mitle chance in the cold water
ugainst cramp and the waves., A lile
belt Bax s advautages In Keeping
one afloat but it can alsd be & detri
ment on account of being cumbersome
aud causing Genth by mot being prop-
crly adjusted upder the arms. This
would tip u v upside down in the
water., An sctual case of this kind
was witnessed hy one of my com-
panjons and another where two men
were hit by a destroyer belag unable,
to get out of the way in time, The'
auxillary lights on the promenade deck ]
of the Tuscania were lit and bmcht'
the outline of the sbip to view. The
stern gun boomed a few times and a,
varied colored sky rocket mow and!
then as a distress 3ignal revealed :|
fioating body in the water near my
boat. @ drew those we could rcach
out of the waier; others, by their.po-
sitfon In the water, we knew were
dead; rendered helpless in some cases |
by accident In lowering the life boats
wnd Jumping overdboard, | was ox-
|pecting that another explosion would
At any minute sink the transport
iwhich lcomed up In the distance like
|a huge wounded water fowl calling ouat |
continually with its shrill steam whis.'
tle as If in pain. A boy member of
the transport crew'in our life doat
had nothing over bis shoulders and|
was suffering from exposure. 1 gave
bhim my sweater and 1 stll had wy
overcoat Jeft »
Bale Water from Ship

“The water in the life boat reached
over my shoetops and we baled witd .
a cun which we had luckily found:
and with caps. Our case was becom-
ing critsoal when suddenly out of
the darkness a destroyver revealed it-
sclf—our hope of safety, Ou seeing
the life boat she slowed up and walted
os we approacbhed her side. Our own
and another almost reached her side,
together, The other life boat was se-
cured to the destroyer. 1 scrambled
from’ ours to the other and threw ius
bow tied rope to my companions so our
own boat would not float away. In

l-ﬂm reassured mie, though oae hagd

the crew but one end fell with alithe meantime two nurses, the only
thump and was held perpendicular by women on board the Tuscania, were '*ﬁ
the other, useless for the time beINE. [(he first drawn 1o safety on board the —

destroyer. The soldiers followed. |
grasped the lower cable of the iron
rall and extendiug my right hand 1wo.
of the Eoglish navy crew grasped It
and drew me aboard to safety. 1 sat
there on the deck for a few minutcs
to regain my strength which was a-
most gone from the exertion and the!

cit t of the ordeal! I had just

immediately a struggle d o
get away from the side of the Tus
cania against which we were being
pounded by every swell that threaten-
ed 10 crush or overturn our only
means of keeping afloat, A few more
men slid down the ropes into our
boat. 1 could see the underside of
the traosport by Its dark margin:
could fcel its rounded edge ax we
struck: heard the comfusing com-
mands untl fSoally, after cutting our-

breaking a few oars we managed 1o
row away from the doomed vessel
land avold s propellers grinding us

passed through. The members of the
two life boats having been taken
aboard, the destroyer again proceeded
on skirting the port side of the Tus-
canin as fast as possible In order to
avoid being hit by & torpedo, We

picked up and scon after anotber. I,
assisted here and there. A raft load
was rescued also a young man sitting
on an upturned life boat. The rest

selves loose with pocket kalves andiof his companlons must have been

lost. We heard occasionally the dls.
heartening cry of a few floating in,
the water but on account of the dark-,
ness it was dificult 10 see them, | saw’

stopped agaln: anotber life boat was!'

selves from between the two boats.
A rope was thrown to one of them:
be grasped it and a crew member and
mysell pulled him half way out of the!
water when hi¥ strengtd must hav

given out and he sank bedeath the
WAYes mever Lo come up. As | saw
him disappear his upturned face was
revesled waxen white by the stars in
heaven and | feit sorry for these brave
lads who had met such an unkindly
end at the beginning of the war. It
would not be amiss here 1o state what
one’s feelings are at witnessing in-
cldents that bappened during this dis-
aster. I learned my lesson at the very
beginning—to conquer your fears and
emotions: keep yoursell busy helping
others and yoursel!: keep your mind
working, mot worrying through idle-
ness, and the satisfaction after It is
all over that you bave done your best.
Many others have done more. 1 could
tell you more but space fordids. |
lost all my personal ellects, If you
wish send me stationery as paper and
magazines are scarce here. | am weil
and contented, My first war exper-
lence has left no effecy upon me”

TUESDAY.:S;PTEMBER 10,1918,

-

)

AILY CUMMON
Vs AN

(1:9)]
o

T

Fond du lan Wienamatw

1to pleges.
. “Out Into the dark night we rowed |another Lig destroyer sigaaling on the,
expecting rome of cur convoy would !siarboard side of the sinking vessel !
pick us up. We saw a few other life|She was doing the same good work
hoats about us and bad to pull hard at [as the one 1 was on. Our destroyer|
times to avoid collisions) What made stopped (0 take rome more soldicrs
‘our work more arduous and uunrom[rmm seother lite boat. They cronded ’
were megleclions “which I will ot orn the vdge, Lippe€ it by thelr weight
state. My kuowledge of rowing on'!and she was jammed against the side|
the inland lake of Wisdonsin stood melof the destroyer, preventing the
dn good stead and my being able to'trapped men from extricating them-

“Daily Commonweal” (Fond du Lac WI) 10 Sep 1918 - courtesy of Steven Schwartz of
Renton WA
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HONOR ROLL a
a
In the following list are given. the :
names of all Wisconsin men ineluded
in the current casualty lists forwarded | 8
from Waoshington. {
The following casualtics are reported
by the commanding general of the Am-1p
crican Expediticnary Forces: Killed inj g
action, 1; died from wounds, 4; died v
from accident and other causes, 9; died
of disease, 15; wounded severely, 48; ¥
wounded, degree undetermined, 18; I
wounded slightly, 161; missing in ac-| {4
tion, 6. Total, 292, ~
Wounded Severely a
Private George F. Murray, Webster. { o
W mded Stightly t
PRIVATES— I
‘Homer Kizer, Clinton.
‘Henry Paulson, Whitehall, ¥
Leo G. Pokorn=y, Richland Center, C
Clarence Sampair, New Richmond. V
Leo V. Zimmerman, Milwaukes,
CURRENT CASUALTIES i
Died of l)lmse \
! PRIVATES— 1
|  Morris Bistoff, Underhil,
e Simon I5. Blau, Plain. ¢
CHANGES IN STATUS {
, The following cabled corrections avefi
‘issued as an nppcndix to the regular|f
casualty lisis: b
RKilled in Action, Preﬂo-nly Reported t
Misxing in Action
i Tony Pete Vahos, Milwaukee. :

Wounded - “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Tuesday Jun 1919 p 5

German, Who Sank Tuscania, Bares
Details in Letter to Milwaukeean
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AWISMUTUVA, MUAY T VIO
reetings From Pershing

Members of the Baraboo group.of
Tuscania survivors have recejved 3
number of messages of greeting,
marking the 12th anniversary of ths
sinking of the American tronsport
in which 21 Baraboo men escaped.
come from General

commander ol the U-boat 77 wh

sunk the Tuscania, Leo V., Zimmer-
man, Milwankee, secretary and
historfan of the survivors' group as
organized, also seut greetings to the
focal men and invited them to at-
tend & meeting together with other
groups of Indlana, Minnesota, 1lli-
nols, and Wisconsin another year,

February meeting of the Men's
Bible class of the Evangelical church
was held on Tuefsday night at the
home of Harry Gasser, with 27 mem-
bers present. The meeting honored
Erwin Moedinger, one of the club
who is leaving the latter
of this week for lowa to make
bis home. A business session was
held and the men plauned for their

’%

. anuuzal banquet which will he held

on Thursday, Feb. 20, with the Rev.
Harding Hogan of the Racine Con- |
srenuonal clnrth as swakc:. |

“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madlson WI) Thursday 6 Feb 1930 p 16



Detalls of Sinking :
The history of the Tuscania sink-
ing has be eﬁrlched by intimate!
‘accounts ‘the captains of the'
Mocquito an the Grasshopper, tvo
lof the destroyers which picked up
'many of the Boys on that Febru-
ary fifth 13 years ‘ago and helped
; them' to land on the rocky coasts of
Ireland and Scotland. -
! These two captains were locaheu i
only in the past year through t.he,
i efforts of Leo B. Zimmerman  of |
Madison who is president and his-
| torian of the national survivors’ é,s-
sociation. Their letters, read at t
ascociation’s meeting in Milwa
last week, proved highly interest-
‘in

P L]

M—“_J

Captain T. B’"Fallowes, who oom- !
manded the mlquim, is in' Daven-
port, England. g was pleased to
hear that there is & “Tuscania Sur-|  « about the move-|

| vivors' _ association”, he wrote. I m;&uof“&bmgﬁﬂm After thel

. shall never ft that night of lm,amwmdrmotder
“Feb. 5, 1918, and I am glad to think edtostandbyher,wdlwumw

v,thatourenoﬁcwere successful in| ceading to do-so when I came across

* preserving the lives ot;l;l:ny gf{ memmhmonrm_
tﬁoaeonthew ve of-3 “men I - on
ten wondered what happened to all, | {E8 Yost. RS L
the survivors liier in the war, an an ‘*wpg “aft Te-
what sort of ' time you had in !m 2 torpedo had

' ‘1 close

France.

my stiel k S
b Bk el U S s Y S —— _-]'l Ul e a8 N e

Excerpt from long article — “Baraboo (WI) News Republlé” Monday 9 Feb 1931 p1
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’City Tuscania Survivors
To Attend 15th Reunion

J. L. Barnes, C. P. Diggles on Torpedoed Troop

* Ship; Meet in Chicago Feb. 4-5

ADISON survivors of the
“Tuscania’ sinking are
planning to attend the

reunion of survivors to be held in
Chicagn Feb, 4 and 5 mst 15
vears after the disaster. The “Tus-
cania” was the only U, S troop-
ship torpedoed by a German sub-
marine in the transportation of
2.000.000 troops to France during
the World war,

Invited guests of honor at the
reunion will be Capt. Wilhelm
Mever, commander of the Ger-
man U bhoat No. 77 which sent
the “Tuscania™ to the bottom.
Also invited are John M. Smith,

stroyer “Grasshopper” which res-
cued all but the 225 men who
were drowned or Killed, and Capt.
Peter McLean, Glasgow, master
of the “Tuscania.”

Two known survivors in Madi-
son are John L. Barnes and Clvde
P. Diggles. Theyv will be taken to
the convention by the delegation
from Wautoma, which had 70
men on the ship for the largest
group from anyv one place.

Members of the convention ex-
ecutive committee  include Otto
F. Bates. Baraboo: C. W, Eagan,
Wantoma, Fred A. Scholey, Keno-
sha: Leo Zimmerman and M, W.

commander of the British de- | Collins, Milwaukee.

“Madison (WI) Capital Journal” Friday 20 Jan 1933 p 4

§ Left In Open Boat
Before the "Pigeon” drew up along-
side the "Tuscania,” Jones was low- ¢
| ered in a small whaleboat to pick up
| the men swimming about (n the wa-
ter. After the "Pigeon” had loaded
| Vale and the 150 left on the “Tus-
cama,” it was found there was not a
single pin‘s space left for Jones and
the couple score men in his whale-
boat So the “Plgeon” was forced to
steam off, leaving Jones and his men '
lin an ouen boat on the stormy sea
in the thick of the night, |
Jones floated sbout the rough wa-
ter for 24 hours, during which time
the survivors of the “Tuscania" suf-
fered painfully from cold, hunger and
exposure, Finally, about a day after,
Jones was picked up by a passing
| steamer,
James F, Bray, Baraboo, was elect- 1
ed president of the association.
Richard J. Poteet, Nashville, Tenn.,
. was named treasurer; Charles B.
Dunn, Chicago, Judge advocate; Leo
[v. Zimmerman, Milwaukee, historian;
Harry Shostack, Chicago, sergeant-at-
"arms; and Arthur J. Nissen, Milwau-
| kee, chaplain. The 1935 meeting will
be {n Baraboo on Feb, 5, the anniver-
sary of the ship sinking in which 225
lost their lives.
|
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 6 Feb 1934 p 7
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. ary 5, 1918, was elected president

Survivors Of Tuscania

Will Meet In Sheboygan

Fred A. Duxbury, one of She- A
boygan's three survivors of the Heads Vor.
torpedoed transport ship Tuscania surv‘ S
off the coast of Ireland on Febru-

of the National Tuscania Sur-
vivors' association, and Sheboygan
was chosen as the next convention
city at the closing session of the
organization's annual meeting at
Baraboo.
Each year the association holds
its reunion, and at that time the
blast of a torpedo, the
terror-filled scramble for life-
boats and the thrilling rescue
from the icy waters of the north
Atlantic are recalled. Member-
ship is limited to members of the
American Expeditionary forces
and members of the Tuscania
crew who survived the torpedoing
that resulted in the loss of 315
persons of the 2,700 aboard.

Name Other Officers

and besides selecting their new
president and next convention city,
they elected the following officers: »
vice president; Max Collins, Eau Fred A. Duxbury

survivors, the association con- (Continued on page 2.) |
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Survivors Of

Will Meet In Sheboygan

Tuscania

(Continued from page 1.)

Wilhelm F. Meyer, commander of
- the German submarine which sank
the Tuscania, was invited to at-
. tend, but sent his regrets from
his home in Saarbruecken, Saar
territory. The recent plebiscite
there, he explained, had increased
his duties and made his coming
impossible.

Three Local Survivors

Sheboygan has the distinction
of having three residents who are
. survivors of the tragedy, and in
the selection of this city for the
next convention and Mr, Duxbury
as the new president of the or-
ganization, Sheboygan is signal-
ly honored. Other local survivors

* are Martin Bongers and Theodore

L. Briggs, the latter being out of
the city at the present time.
- Mr. Duxbury was still out of
the city this morning, but in a
Press interview a year ago he re-
called the Tuscania rescue as “the
biggest thrill T got out of the
‘war"”,
The story of the sinking of the
: is most graphically told
by Leo V. Zimmerman of Milwau-
kee, historian of the Tuscania
Survivors' association.

tachments 1 and 2 of the 32nd
Division — comprising in all, a
complement of 2,156 American
soldiers, two British female nur-
ses and a personnel of 237 offi-
cers and men in the crew.

Torpedoes Strike

“We saw nothing of the lurking
German submarine on the dark
night of February 5. Later it de-
veloped it was the German U-
boat 77, with Lt. Commander
Meyer in charge. It had left Bor-
kum, Germany, and arrived off
the North Channel, where it
sighted our convoy escorted by
destroyers, It maneuvered into po-
sition for attack and immediate-
ly after nightfall it sent two tor-
pedoes from its forward tubes.

“The torpedo struck directly
abreast of the engine room on the
starboard side. The com ent
was immediately filled by water
and steam. The force of the ex-
plosion damaged some of the life-
boats.

“In orderly fashion, the sol-
diers adjusted their life preserv-
ers and took to the water, some
of them scantily garbed. Like a
wounded bird of the flock, the
Tuscania  whistle incessantly

[
1
|
\

“The Tuscania was one of a
fleet of eleven vessels forming a
‘convoy headed by the British crui-
‘ser Cochrane and the Commodore
Ship Baltic and escorted by de-
stroyers. Aboard the Tuscania, en
route for Liverpool, were the fol-
. lowing units: Headquarters De-

B B i a . a aa

shrieked its call of distress, as if
to give voice to its pain. Up into
the sky, like two spurts of blood,
climbed and quivered two red
stars—submarine warning rocket
signals. From the deck of the
Tuscania two hissing, serpentine
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, AWUWINK umits: pneaaquarters De-

tachment and three companies of
SR S
&+ po! 107th
Supply Train, 100th, 158th and
Lm Aero Squadron, Medical de-

as it came. The ‘Grasshopper’
hove into view to port, The Ger-
man U-boat, diving in a course
straight away on the starboard
of the Tuscania for a distance of
a few nautical miles, quietly rose
to the surface. At first perceiv-
ing her periscope abut and per-
ceiving the vessel it had hit, the
- U-boat raised its conning tower
. slightly above the water, hur-
riedly set up the wireless and in-
tercepted the signal of distress to
learn the identity of its victim. It
then resubmerged and endeavored
to draw closer despite the move-
ments of the destroyers. It fired
a third torpedo, but the distance
was too great.

“The destroyer ‘Pigeon’, throw-
ing out a heavy smoke screen,
approached and lowered life-boats
to pick the men out of the water.
A short time later, just as the
Tuscania sank, Officer Jones led
a straight column of life-boats
filled with survivors to safety,

GVRP . miees V. a SR TES—N i) T

T ——— . —— . — VY ¢

“We were placed aboard the
‘Grasshopper’ and taken up the
river Foyle to Londonderry, Ire-
land, where we were billeted with
the Inneskillen regiment and
given warm food and shelter.”

“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 6 Feb 1935p 1&p 2
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Historian Of [
Association -

Tells Story

Leo Zimmerman Relates
Tale Of Torpedoing
Off Ireland — Quotes
U-Boat Captain

——

A graphic and detailed history
of the torpedoing of the SS.
Tuscania has been written by
Leo V. Zimmerman, Milwaukee, |\
historian of the National Tus-
cania Survivors' association,

It tells how the American
troops boarded the ship at Ho-
boken in January, 1918, describes
the voyage, and contains the
story of the sinking off the,
coast of Ireland as written by ';
Capt. Wilhelm Meyer of the
U-77. It also describes the res-
cue work and contains stories,
published in Scottish newspapers
of the time, telling of the burials
of the American soldiers who
lost their lives.

This & other articles are found in “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 5 Feb 1936 special
section - https://www.newspapers.com/image/239469116/

On the same page:


https://www.newspapers.com/image/239469116/
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Sheboygan V. F. W. Post
Greets Survivors Today

The Wolf-Olson Post, 1230, of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, extends a cordial welcome to members of the National Tus-
cania Survivors association who are holding their 18th annual re-

union here in Sheboygan today.

The letter of welcome written by the post commander, Anton
Altmann, follows:

“The annual reunion in Sheboygan of the Tuscania Survivors
association, recalls that there is in Sheboygan only a few men who
survived that famous war-time catastrophe in which 225 lives were
lost when the British steamer Tuscania, conveying American troops
and airplane supplies to Liverpool, was torpedoed and sunk by a

.| German submarine, U-77, off the north coast of Ireland on Feb-
| ruary 5, 1918,

“The known Sheboygan survivors are Fred A. Duxbury and

.| Martin Bongers. Another survivor, Theodore L. Briggs, made his

home here in this city since the war, but recently moved to Cali~
fornia. i

“Kach year on the date of the sinking of the Tuscania, the sur-
vivors hold a meeting and members join bands in a demonstration
of fellowship and a deep tribute to the war dead of all nations.
The story of the sinking is told by Leo V. Zimmerman of Milwau-
kee,

“The destroyer ‘Pigeon’ throwing out a beavy smoke screen,
approached and lowered lifeboats to pick tire men out of the water.
A short time later, just as the Tuscania sank, Officer Jones led a
straight column of lifeboats filled with survivors to safety. They
were placed aboard the ‘Grasshopper’ and taken to Londonderry,
Ireland, and given warm food and shelter.

“Comrades, survivors of the Tuscania, we welcome you to our
city and may you all enjoy every minute while with us here today.
May your reunion be successful and well attended. With bhest
wishes from Wolf-Olson Post, No. 1230, Veterans of Foreign Wars.

“Yours in comradship,
ANTON ALTMANN, Commander,
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e disaster includes in addition
to the four who attended the
reunion: Willlam L. Garner,
Floyd S. Hill, Leo Hopper, Karl
Hultenius, Rudolph Hultenius,
Henry W. Huetten, Charles W.
Knaup, John Mitchell, Louls E.
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 13 Feb 1958 p 11
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~ Hold Reunion

- SRS

“LaC

b

’
'
|
b
’

rosse (WI) Tribune” Thursda§;5 Feb 1942 p 17

‘| “had decided not to

plosion cured his pneumonia.
A decade later, survivors learn-
ed that Captain Wilhelm Meyer,
Saarbrucken, commanded the sub-
marine. He promised to attend

the 1933 meeting, saying that the

2

i i:vitation indicated an absence of

s and a recognition that

he merely had done his duty.
i German

The embassy in Wash-
ington later announced thzt Meyer

@hirago Trilnme SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 1963

[ Victim, Victor Recall Tuscania Sinking |
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Excerpt:
Gives Meyer’s Account |
Leo V. Zimmermann of Mil-
waukee, historian of the Tus-
cania Survivors association,
gives in his account of the dis- |
aster, the actual comments of |
Lt. Capt. Meyer. |
Some 10 minutes after the at-
tack, the UB-77 surfaced. |
“The doomed ship was visi-
ble to us only because of the |
searchlights of the destroyers,”
said Meyer. “It was like sit-
ting in a motion picture theater,

“Chicago Tribune” Sunday 3 Mar 1963 p 2

Wife:

ZIMMERMANN
Lucille G. Zimmermann, nee Schroeder,
wife of the late Leo V., loving mother of
Frank) Sobotka; dear grandmother of G
- (Linda) Sobotka, O%rry ?Nonc ) Sobotka,
ichael) Johnson, Bruce (800{ Sobotka,
om) Esenther and Pamela (Noel) Samuta;
P mother of 13; sister of the late
ate Edna) Schroeder and the late Clara Wein
also nieces and . Funeral Tuesday, &
am. from Modell 7710 8.
Ave., Darlen, to Our Lady of Mount Car
Church. Mass 10 a.m, Interment private. In lieu of
flowers, donations to your favorite chnmg
masses ated, V Monday, 2 S
”m. ’ e

Obituary of Lucille Gertrude Schroeder Zimmermann - “Chicago Tribune” Sunday 12 Dec
1993 p 163
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Lucy Gertrude Schroeder
in the Wisconsin, 1.5, Births and Christenings Index, 1801-1928

Mame

Gender

Birth Date

Birth Place

Father

Mother

FHL Film Number

Lucy Gertrude Schroeder
Female

13 Jan 1887

Mayville, Dodge, Wisconsin
Arthur Schroeder

Arnna Miller

1302861

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1393760:2544

Lucille Schroeder
in the Wisconsin, U.S., Marriage Records, 1820-2004

Mame
Marrizge Date
Marrizge County

Spouss

Lucille Schroeder
15 Oct 1821
Mihwaukse, Wisconsin, US4

Leo V. Zimmermann

Marriage of Lucille Schroederto Leo V. Zimmermann on 15 Oct 1921 in Milwaukee Co. WI -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/91228688:61484?tid=&pid=&queryld=007bf5d32b09d6953edd21ab98f1055
0&_phsrc=hFB72401&_phstart=successSource

Lucille Zimmerman
in the Wisconsin, U.S., Marriage Records, 1820-2004

Mame
haiden Name
Gender

harrizge Date

Marrizge County

Spouss

Lucille Zimmerman
Schroeder

Female

10 Mar 1830

Iiheaukee, Wisconsin, US4

Leo V Zimmerman

Remarriage? Lucille Zimmermann to Leo V. Zimmermann on 10 Mar 1930 in Milwaukee Co.
WI - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/90986927:614847tid=&pid=&queryld=007bf5d32b09d6953edd21ab98f1055
0&_phsrc=hFB72400&_phstart=successSource


https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1393760:2544
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Daughter:

Are Engaged

Together planning a fall wed-
ding, Mary Ann Zimmerman and|:
Frank J. Sobotka are sharing the

joy of that with their local friends
and relatives. Mrs. Lucille Zim-
merman, of Milwaukee and Chi-
cago, is announcing her daugh-
ter’'s engagement to the son of
Mr. and Mrs, August- F. Sobotka,
formerly of Berwyn, and now of
Rivorside. Mary Ann i= a gradn.
ate of Providence High School
and her fiance is a graduate of |
Fenwick High School and De-
Paul University School of Law.

| They will marry at St. Mary’s
Church in Riverside.

A e T N — e ———— T e ) T R e T
Engagement of daughter Mary Ann Zimmermann to Frank J. Sobotka — note her father’s
name is not mentioned - “Berwyn (IL) Life” Sunday 26 Oct 1947 p 5
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Mary A. Sobotka

in the U.5,, Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014
MName Mary A. Sobothka

Social Security 253-12-1101

Number

Birth Date 14 Feb 1826

Issus year Bafare 1851

Issus State imois

Last Residence 50532, Lisle, Du Page, lllinois

Dieath Date 22 Aug 2008

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/83301622:3693

SOBOTKA, MARY A.

Mary A. Sobotka, nee Zimmermann, be-
loved wife of the late Frank J.; loving moth-
er of Gregory (Linda), Barry, Lori (Michael)
Johnson, Katherine (Thomas) Esenther,
Pamela (William) Nicholas; cherished
grandmother of 15; great-grandmother of
eight; aunt of many nieces and nephews.
Funeral Monday, 9:15 a.m. from Modell
Funeral Home, 7710 South Cass Avenue,
Darien, to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church.
Mass 10 a.m. Interment Private. Visitation
Sunday, 3 to 8 p.m. For info. Please call
630-852-3595 or

www.modellfuneralhomes.com
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

daughter Mary A. Zimmermann Sobotka - “Chicago Tribune” Sunday 24 Aug 2008 p 4-8
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SOBOTKA, FRANK J.

Frank J. Sobotka, beloved husband of Mary,
nee Zimmermann; loving father of Gregory
(Linda), Barry (Lori), Lori (Michael) Johnson,
Bruce (Susan), Katherine (Thomas) Esenther,
Pamela (William} Nicholas; cherished grandfa-
ther of 13; great-grandfather of three; dear
brother of Richard (Josephine), the late Marion
(the late James) Masek and Rosalie (the late
Jack) Will; also nieces and nephews. Funeral
Monday, 9:30 a.m. from Modell Funeral
Home, 7710 S. Cass Ave., Darien to Qur Lady
of Mt. Carmel Church. Mass 10 a.m. Interment
private. In lieu of flowers, donations to St.
Thomas Hospice, appreciated. Visitation Sun-
day, 3 to 8 p.m. 630-852-3595.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

husband Frank J. Sobotka’s obituary in “Chicago Tribune” Sunday 8 Aug 2004 p 4-9

Siblings:
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: Wiscongin
Birthplace of Mother ﬁ:% i Im“m_ ——
Maiden Name of the Bride, if sbe was proviously married A ‘{,

WAuwrmmnmmuzv.
' Y HEREBY CERTIFY, Ll : -
M Wis. :

ilwaukee,
In accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsis, at

Hov 16191 o G e

Rocorded —
- P V2 R g o o
Ve N

marriage of sister Marie Clara Zimmermann (1885-1980) to William C. Weishar 23 Jun 1909
in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1350110645:61720



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1350110645:61720
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1350110645:61720
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B s TYEIDHAL, WJ. J.y GO DUuvucTavwvLnL.

' The bride wore a lovely princess
gown of imported white lace over
| white satin. Her veil was of tulle,
and she carried a shower bouquet of
llies of the valley. The maid of
honor, Miss Julia R. Waeishar, of
Chicago, sister of the bridegroom, |
wore a delicate gown of pale vellow
French batiste, with a wreath of lit-
tle vellow rose buds by wayv of her
hair dress. She carried white roses:
Jas. E. Zimmerman, brother of the
bride, acted as - best man. Master
(‘harles Edwin Loeber, nephew of
the groom..-was the page to the bride.
The ceremony at the church wasﬂ
followed by a wedding breakfast at
the home of the Dbride’'s parents,
| 510 12th street, Milwaukee, Wis: '

—

o

Marriage of Maria Clara Zimmermann to William Charles Weishar — “Freeport (IL) Daily
Journal” Saturday 17 Jul 1909 p 8




38

James Zimmermann
in the Wisconsin, U.S., Births and Eﬂ]risten.ings Index, 1801-1928

Crhiild Robert Friedrick Zimmerman

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/150464237:25447tid=10128734&pid=422212192189&queryld=3a5a875caa1
0c37ed36b4feef3991673&_phsrc=hFB72375&_phstart=successSource

Zimmermann 1

ZIMMERMANN, PAUL M., forti-
fied with the Sacraments of Holy
Mother Church, Jan. 29, 1974,
dear husband of Dorothy Zim-
mermann (nee Schmidt), dear
father of Ellen Snyders and
Mary E. Grady, our dear father-
in-law, brother, uncle, great un-
cle, cousin and grand(a er.
Funeral Thurs.,, Jan. 31 at
10:50 a.m. from ARTHUR J.
DONNELLY Parlors, 3840 Idn-
dell bl.,, to &t. Louis Cathedral
for 11 a.m. Mass. Interment
Calvary Cemeteex"ly. Visitation af-
tt:t?recll p.m. Wed. Masses pre-
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“St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Wednesday 30 Jan 1974 p 28

Abbreviations:
b=born
d = died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

Name: Leonard Valentine (Leo) Zimmermann

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 107th Sanitary #1 - private

Serial number: 18,191

Entered service from: Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Leo V. Zimmermann

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father James Zimmermann, 669 - 51st St., Milwaukee WI
Returned from war on: "Rhode Island" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Leo V. Zimmermann

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father James Zimmermann, 669 - 51st St., Milwaukee WI
(PFC, San. Sq. 7)

World War | draft registration (1917): as Leo Valentine Zimmermann - b. 22 Dec 1888
Milwaukee WI; res: 669 — 51, Milwaukee WI. Single. Chauffeur for himself, Milwaukee,
Milwaukee Co. WI. Private in National Guard for 2 weeks in WI. Medium height & build.
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 624 N. Water St., Milwaukee WI

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Leo Valentine Zimmermann - b. 22 Dec 1888
Milwaukee WI; res: 1208 N. Jackson St., #2, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. NOK James E.
Zimmermann, 1334 N. 45" St., Milwaukee WI. Employed at Milwaukee Athletic Club, 758
N. Broadway, Milwaukee WI. Card was not signhed. Height: 5’7” — 150 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted: 15Jul 1917

Discharged: 26 May 1919

Address: 943 - 515t St., Milwaukee WI

Rank/unit: private, Medical Detachment, Sanitary Squad 7

Birth & death:

Born: 22 Dec 1888 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI

Died: 25 May 1971 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI

Find A Grave record: 178707459 — presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI

Cemetery: Calvary Cemetery & Mausoleum

Tombstone:
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Father: James (Jacob) Zimmermann, 20 Apr 1849 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI - 13 Apr 1929
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Son of Friedrich Zimmermann & Sophia Bach. Buried in Calvary
Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI.

Find A Grave: 178707458

Mother: Emily Leocadia (Amelia/Emilie) L. Showalter Zimmermann, 26 Nov 1856
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI -27 Jan 1934 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Buried in Calvary
Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI.

Find A Grave: 178707455

Parents’ marriage: 1880

Spouse: Lucille Gertrude (Lucy) Schroeder Zimmerman, 13 Jan 1897 Maryville, Dodge WI -
1a Dec 1993 Lyons, Cook IL. Daughter of Arthur C. Schroeder (1872-1962, F: 173357471) &
Anna Miller (1871-1960, F: 173357470, buried in same cemetery). Buried in Holy Cross
Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI.

Spouse Find A Grave: 173121018

Marriage: Lucille Schroeder married Leo Zimmermann on 15 Oct 1921 in Milwaukee Co.
WI. Then Lucille Zimmermann married Leo Zimmerman on 10 Mar 1930 Milwaukee Co. WI,
a month before the 1930 census.

Children:
e MaryZimmermann Sobotka, 14 Feb 1926 WI - 22 Aug 2008 Lisle, DuPage IL.
Informant "Mary Sobotka" on her mother’s IL death certificate. In the 1940 census,
Mary Ann Zimmermann, 14 WI, who in 1935 lived in Milwaukee WI, was a resident of
Our Lady’s Academy, a boarding school in Manteno, Kankakee IL, for both boys &
girls. Wife of Frank Joseph Sobotka (14 Dec 1912 Chicago, Cook IL — Aug 2004 IL),
the son of August F. Sobotka & Marie Stastny. They were engaged in Oct 1947.

Siblings: an additional child had died by the time of the 1900 census

e Eugene ). Zimmermann, Sep 1881 WI - Mar 1918. Buried in Calvary Cemetery &
Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 178707463

e Maria Clara Zimmermann Weishar, 6 Jan 1885 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI—-17 Jul
1980 Cook Co. IL. - Married 23 Jun 1909 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI to William
Charles Weishar (1881-1969, F: 146056273), son of Jacob Weishar & Anna Barth. —
Buried in Calvary Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 146056293

e James Edward Zimmermann, 10 May 1890 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI - 27 Jun 1970
West Allis, Milwaukee WI. — Married in 1919 to Marie E. Seeboth (1894-1923, F:
108338785). — Married to Angeline M. (“Helen”) Jongebloed (1890-1970, F:
188006826). —James is buried in Holy Cross Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee,
Milwaukee WI. F: 188038123

e Robert Frederick Zimmermann, 18 Jun 1892 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI - 19 Sep
1960 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Husband of Grace Anita Steinford (1894-1969, F:
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17870757). Buried in Calvary Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F:
178707463

e Paul M.Zimmermann, 8 Dec 1898 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI -29 Jan 1974 MO.
Married 4 Sep 1928 to Madeline James (1901-1966, F: 47036107). — Following
Madeline’s death, Paul married Dorothy M. Schmidt (1917-1997, F: 46482118). Paul
is buried in Calvary Cemetery & Mausoleum, St. Louis, St. Louis City MO. F:
46482412

Notes:

Leo was the president, secretary and historian of the National Tuscania Survivors
Association. Almost all newspaper articles about his Tuscania activities misspelled his last
name as Zimmerman (with one “N”) so itis necessary to search this incorrect version to
find articles.

Pre-war:

Wartime:

Post-war:

Obituary:

Social Security number: 397-01-0490
Censuses:

1900 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI -277 — 10% St.

James Zimmermann, 54 WI, Apr 1845, parents b. Germany, married 20 years, merchant
clothier

Amelia L., 43 WI, Nov 1856, father b. Germany, mother b. France, gave birth to 7 children, 6
are living

Eugene J., 18 WI, Sep 1881, at school

Marie C., 15 WI, Jan 1885, at school

LeoV, 11 WI [indexed as Geo.], Dec 1888, at school

James E., 10 WI, May 1890, at school

RobertF., 7 WI, Jun 1882, at school

Paul M., 1 WI

1905 WI state census Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI

James ZUMMERMAN, 55 WI, parents b. Germany, cloth - merchant
Emilie, 48 WI, parents b. Germany

Eugene J., 23 WI, clerk, store

Mara C., 20 WI
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Leo V., 17 WI, student
James J., 15 WI, student
Robert F., 13 WI, student
Paul M., 6 WI

1910 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI - 310 - 12th St.

James Zimmermann, 60 WI, parents b. Germany, in 1* marriage, married 29 years,
merchant, clothing emporium

Emily L., 53 WI, parents b. Bavaria, Germany; gave birth to 7 children, 6 of whom are living
Eugene J., 28 WI, single, clerk, hotel

Leo V., 21 WI, single, laborer, farm

James E., 19 WI, single

RobertF., 17 WI

Paul M., 11 WiI

& servant Helen Schwamb, 20 WI, parents b. Bavaria, Germany; for private family

1920 census Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI - 669 - 51st St.

Jas. Zimmermann, 70 WI, father b. Mecklenburg, Germany; mother b. Rheinland, Germany;
no occupation

Emily L., 63 WI

Leo, 31 WI, single, machinist/foundry

Paul M., 21 WI salesman/machinery

1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI - 2923 Chambers — conducted 12 Apr 1930 (they had
remarried 10 Mar 1930)

Leo Zimmerman, 41 WI, parents b. WI, age 35 at 1°* marriage, shipping clerk/electric supply
office, WWI veteran

Lucille, 31 WI, parents b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage

Mary, 4 WI

1940 cannot locate Leo or Lucille
1950 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI-1422 S. 12t St.

Ida F. Krueger, 66 WI, never married
Leo V. Zimmermon, 60 WI, never married, printer, printing company

TUSCANIA



