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TUSCANIA 

  

Tuscania casualty 
Hurst, Raymond Thomas 

1894 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
Raymond Thomas Hurst – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 17 
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Oklahoma City OK 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

US, WWI American Expeditionary Forces Deaths, 1917-1919 – Oklahoma, page 15 -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KX-

H?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-QB1W 
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Life 
 
 

 
 

 Minco OK – brothers Raymond & Richard 
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 Chickasha OK 
 

 
 

 Minco OK 
 

 

 Chickasha OK 
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Chickasha OK 
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Excerpt -  Ardmore OK 
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Oklahoma City OK 

 

 
 

 Oklahoma City OK 
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Incorrectly identified as a survivor – tomorrow’s newspaper will announce his burial in Scotland 
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excerpt – Waco TX 
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 Oklahoma City OK 
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 Oklahoma City OK 
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“Muskogee (OK) Times-Democrat” 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Kingfisher (OK) Times” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 4 
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Mangum OK – Raymond did NOT float for 3 days & nights, as his lifeboat landed on Islay either late 

on the night of the sinking (5 Feb) or early the next day – Islay was in Scotland, not Ireland 
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"Chickasha (OK) Daily Express" Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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There was only 1 American flag on the isle of Islay, hastily sewed by Islay women for burials, so 
Raymond was not wrapped in it, only symbolically - “Chickasha (OK) Star” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Raymond was buried in Scotland, not Ireland – “Minco (OK) Minstrel” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” 16 Feb 1918 p 6 
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From the Texas A&M newspaper – “Orange and Black” (Stillwater OK) 16 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Raymond Thomas Hurst top row, far right

 
 

“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 17 
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“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” 25 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Kiowa County Democrat” (Snyder OK) Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 1 
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 Erick OK 
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 Alex OK 
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Raymond’s burial on islay by his comrade Merle Stewart Kingham - “Hobart (OK) Weekly Democrat 

Chief” Thursday 21 Mar 1918 p 10 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/663329259/?terms=%22merle%20kingham%22%20tuscani

a&match=1 
 

 Lawton OK 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/663329259/?terms=%22merle%20kingham%22%20tuscania&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/663329259/?terms=%22merle%20kingham%22%20tuscania&match=1
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 Oklahoma City OK 
Not his “death” – but his burial at home 
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“Minco (OK) Herald” Friday 19 Nov 1920 p 1 
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Establishment of Raymond T. Hurst American Legion Post No. 54 in Chickasha OK – “Chickasha 

(OK) Daily Express” Friday 3 Dec 1920 p 1 
 
 
 

 Fort Worth TX 
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“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” Monday 7 Mar 1921 p 1 
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Father 
 
 

 
Death of his father Elkanah Hurst - “Oklahoma City (OK) Star” Friday 8 Jun 1945 p 11 

 

 Chickasha OK 
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 Chickasha OK – parents v. son 
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Mother 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5764492/person/-1399271726/facts 

 

 
Fort Worth TX 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5764492/person/-1399271733/facts 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5764492/person/-1399271726/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5764492/person/-1399271733/facts
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Chickasha OK 

 

 
Chickasha OK 
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Oklahoma City OK 
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Oklahoma City OK 

 

 
Chickasha OK 
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Oklahoma City OK 
 
 
 
 

 
Chickasha OK 

 

 Guymon OK 
 

 
Sibling 

 

 
His brother Richard (Dick) Hurst (1896-1994) – Left: Find A Grave 94528249 – Right: as a member of 

the Pocasset High School senior class – “Chickasha (OK) Star” 4 Jun 1915 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5764492/person/-1399271725/facts 

 
 

 
Stillwater OK 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5764492/person/-1399271725/facts
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“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” 3 May 1918 p 4 
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Brother Dick Hurst to marry Clara Belle Childs – “Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” Saturday 23 Aug 

1919 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159394-399058-

70?pId=64037376 
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 Pomona CA 
 
 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

 
 



\57 
 

 

Name: Raymond Thomas Hurst 
Name variations:  Thomas Hurst 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade, 62nd Co. - private 
Serial number:  Serial numbers were not assigned to Army enlisted men until the sinking of the 
Tuscania showed their value, so Raymond did not have one at the time of his death 
Entered service from: Pocasset, Grady OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Raymond T. Hurst 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father E. Hurst,  Pocasset OK  
First buried on isle of Islay in Scotland: 1st buried in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 27, as 
Raymond T. Hurst 
Body returned from war on:  "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Raymond T. Hurst 
Rank:  pvt, Casual Co. #2 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Raymond T. Hurst - b. 21 Sep 1894 Corsicana TX; res: 
Pocasset, Grady OK. Single. Farmer for self at Pocasset OK. Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: cannot locate 
Enlisted  
Discharged  
Address:   
Rank/unit:   
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 21 Sep 1894 Corsicana, Navarro TX (or Baggett TX)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania  
Find A Grave record: 44741353, presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK 
Cemetery:  Rose Hill Burial Park 
Tombstone: tombstone: Co 53, Reg 14 
  
Father:  Elkanah (“Ellie”) Lawrence Easley Hurst, 9 May 1867 Oxford, Calhoun AL (also found as 
Wilcox Co. AL) – 30 May 1945 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK.  
Son of James L. Hurst & Martha Ann Burson.  
His Find A Grave record uses name Elbert S. Hurst.  
Buried in Rose Hill Burial Park, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. 
Find A Grave: 63514429   
 
Mother:  Tommie Gerblick/Gorman DeArman Hurst, 5 Jan 1876 Oxford, Calhoun AL – 24 Feb 1975 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK.  
Although “Gerblick” is listed as her middle name on Ancestry.com, all records (mostly legal oil & 
gas leases & real estate transactions) list her as Tommie Gorman Hurst. 
SSN 444-48-1946.  
Daughter of Thomas Sandusky DeArman & Caroline Esther Mellon.  
Buried in Rose Hill Burial Park, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. 
Find A Grave:  63514528 
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Parents’ marriage: 13 Oct 1891 Texarkana, Miller Co. AL, obtaining their marriage license & being 
married on the same day. E.S.E. [or E.S.C.] Hurst, age 24, resident of Corsicana, Navarro TX & 
Tammie G. Dearman, age 17.  
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children:  https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LH2N-2FC/elkanah-lawrence-early-hurst-1867-
1945 
 
Siblings:  

• A FamilySearch.org person-supplied family tree lists Dorothy Hurst, b. 1892. But in the 1900 
& 1910 censuses, mother Tommie indicates she has given birth to 2 children, 2 of whom are 
living (Raymond & Richard) 

• Richard (“Dick”) Hurst, 2 Nov 1896 Corsicana, Navarro TX – 5 Oct 1994 Orange Co. CA. - 
SSN 443-05-1006. - Married 23 Aug 1919 in Grady Co. OK to Clara Bell Childs (1898-1991, F: 
94528248). Student at Texas A&M. - After Richard’s death, Dick enlists in the US Navy. 
“Orange & Black” (Stillwater OK) 9 Jul 1918 p 2 (the TX A&M newspaper) – Dick Hurst is 1 of 
4 A&M boys who went by train to Mare Island CA, noted in a letter written by A.O. Martin on 
27 Jun 1918 from CA. - On his 1942 WWII draft card, he resides in Enid OK with wife Mrs. 
Clarabell Hurst & is employed as a district superintendent at Continental Oil Co. He is 
listed as “Dick – only name – Hurst.” - Buried as Dick with Clara Bell in Forest Lawn 
Memorial Park, Cypress, Orange CA. F: 94528249 

 
Pre-war: 
 
“Caddo County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) 10 Jun 1909 p 4 – the public schools of Caddo County OK 
will hold their commencement on 17 Jun 1909. Graduating from Fort Cobb is Raymond Hurst. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) 13 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the burials on a Scottish isle are 78 
Tuscania casualties in a long trench, numbered 1 to 78. Among them is Raymond T. Hurst. 
 
"Chickasha (OK) Daily Express"  14 Feb 1918 p 1 – Raymond Hurst is the 1st Grady Co. casualty,  
killed by a "slimy" submarine.Buried in Scotland. Son of Mr. & Mrs. R. Hurst, who lived 1.5 miles 
west & 1 mile south of Pocasset OK until recently. They have moved to the eastern part of OK, 
address unknown. A family of farriers. Raymond b. 21 Sep 1894 in Corsicana TX. Moved to the 
Pocasset farm with his family a few years ago. On 3 Mar 1917 joined the Elks. Had a “sunny 
dispotion & gentlemanly manner." Worked at a Pocasset drugstore. Was rejected May 1917 by the 
US Navy due to a physical defect, then by the Army when he tried to enlist, so Raymond bought a 
farm, prepared crops & was engaged to marry when he passed the physical exam in Pocasset & 
then at Camp Travis. Raymond left Grady Co. 3 Oct 1917 & got no furlough. A friend said Raymond 
was the "most clean-minded, manly chap."  
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“Okfuskee County News” (Okemah OK) 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – “Oklahoma Boys at Rest on Scottish 
Soil” – there are 12 Oklahoma boys buried in Scotlandm, one of them Raymond T. Hurst, Pocasset 
OK, father R. Hurst. 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Feb 1918 p 17 - photo – there is a movement in 
Chickasha for a monument to Hurst of Pocasset, the 1st Grady Co. boy to die in the war. Plans to 
raise $5,000, with the monument expanded to commemorate all Grady Co. casualties. His father E. 
Hurst now lives at Mangun but Hurst enlisted from Pocasset & lived in Grady Co. a number of years. 
He was rejected twice by doctors when he tried to enlist, so Raymond rented a farm near Pocasset, 
prepared to put in a crop, got engaged to a Pocasset girl, then got drafted & was accepted in the 
examination.  
 
"Chickasha (OK) Daily Express" 25 Feb 1918 p 2 – there were big crowds at the 24 Feb 1918 
memorial held at Pocasset. Some attendees had to stand outside the church. 
 
"Chickasha (OK) Daily Express" 3 May 1918 p 4 – Raymond’s brother Dick, a Texas A&M student, 
was in Pocasset on 2 May 1918 on the way to his parents in Mangum OK. Dick is enlisting in the 
Army but is under draft age. 
 
“Orange & Black” (Stillwater OK) Saturday 16 Mar 1918 p 1 (the TX A&M newspaper) – there are 640 
stars on the Texas A&M service flag, with 2 of them being casualties. One was Raymond Hurst, a 
Tuscania victim.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Raymond is the namesake of American Legion Post No. 54 in Chickasha, Grady OK, which was 
established in Dec 1920. It has since been renamed the Hurst-Beaton Post. Its auxiliary was 
established in Apr 1921. “Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” Friday 15 Apr 1921 p 1 – mothers, wives, 
sisters & daughters held a meeting Thursday to form the Hurst American Legion Post Auxiliary. The 
2021 mailing address of the Hurst-Beaton American Legion Post is PO Box 1321, Chickasha OK 
73023.  
 
“Chickasha (OK) Star” 7 Mar 1919 p 2 – Seaman Dick Hurst came from San Francisco CA to spend 
a few days’ visit with his parents in Oklahoma City & with friends here in Chickasha. He was a 
former student at Pocasset High School & was attending TX A&M at the time of his enlistment. 
 
“Chickasha (OK) Star” 21 Aug 1930 p 1 – suit filed in District Court: E. Hurst & Tommie G. Hurst vs. 
Dick Hurst, etal., quiet title 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 2, Navarro Co. TX – conducted 20 Jun 1900 
Elkonah Hurst, 33 AL, May 1867, father b. KY, mother b. AL, married 9 years, farmer 
Tommie, 23 AL, Jan 1874, father b. AL, mother b. GA, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living [wife] 
Thomas R., 5 TX, Sep 1894 
Richard, 3 TX, Nov 1896 
 
1910 Fort Cobb township, Caddo Co. OK – conducted 22/23 Apr 1910 
Indexed as Hurat 
Ellie S. Hurst, 42 AL, father b. KY, mother b. AL, in 1st marriage, married 19 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Tommie G., 34 AL, father b. AL, mother b. GA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
[wife] 
Raymond T., 16 TX [indexed as Raymard] 
Dick, 13 TX 
& boarder Oscar S. Terry, 31 TX, father b. GA, mother b. AL, farmer, general farmer 
 


