
1 
 

 

TUSCANIA 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Houston, Elmer Alfred 

1895 NC – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
           

Find A Grave 31533413 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62477/images/62477_302022005610_10
17-00371?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=120159585 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-SZHC-
9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8K-

V6MM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-

L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-
38DT&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en 

 
 
 

 
Elmer died on the TUSCANIA not the British luxury liner “Lusitania” which sank in 1915, two 

years before the US entered WWI 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GPZQ-
SZ64?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVHZZ-

D6X&action=view&cc=1916249&lang=en 
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Life 
 

 Bend OR 

 Bend OR 
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Portland OR 
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 Portland OR 
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Elmer mentioned in the 5th last paragraph -  Greensboro NC 
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La Grande OR 
 
 

 

St, Helens OR -  
 

 

 Albany OR 
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 Portland OR 
 
 
 

 Eugene OR 
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 Albany OR 
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“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Monday 25 Oct 1920 p 1 
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Bend OR -  
 

 

 Portland OR 
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Father 

 

 Bend OR 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/56552390/person/30283765660/facts 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/56552390/person/30283765660/facts
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Mother 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60548/records/12337166?tid=56552390&pid=3028
3765690&queryId=c3686040-a9cb-4d12-ba98-

6bb56da21a0f&_phsrc=iKj21625&_phstart=successSource 
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 Eugene OR 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/56552390/person/30283765690/facts 

 
 

 
Siblings  

 

 
Obituary of his sister Laura Grovner Houston Gibson (1890-1966) – from her Find A Grave 
record 37601976 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/56552390/person/30283765690/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/113589030/person/380112110330/facts?_phsrc=iKj21628&_phstart=succes
sSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/48909_302022005610_00
24-01756?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=30073976 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/113589030/person/380112110330/facts?_phsrc=iKj21628&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/113589030/person/380112110330/facts?_phsrc=iKj21628&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/113589030/person/380112110330/facts?_phsrc=iKj21628&_phstart=successSource
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 Portland OR 
 

 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_03
33-06781?treeid=113589030&personid=380112110333&queryId=e5c14de1-4af6-4060-8900-
fde7da7f2eb5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21629&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pI
d=120449578 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0333-06781?treeid=113589030&personid=380112110333&queryId=e5c14de1-4af6-4060-8900-fde7da7f2eb5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21629&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=120449578
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0333-06781?treeid=113589030&personid=380112110333&queryId=e5c14de1-4af6-4060-8900-fde7da7f2eb5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21629&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=120449578
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0333-06781?treeid=113589030&personid=380112110333&queryId=e5c14de1-4af6-4060-8900-fde7da7f2eb5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21629&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=120449578
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0333-06781?treeid=113589030&personid=380112110333&queryId=e5c14de1-4af6-4060-8900-fde7da7f2eb5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21629&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=120449578
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62477/images/62477_302022005541_10
52-01244?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=34400 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/2238_02_00026-
01115?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=14588089 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61678/images/48911_302022005598_02
07-00825?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=180197949 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6697/records/2010126 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61678/images/48911_302022005598_0207-00825?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=180197949
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61678/images/48911_302022005598_0207-00825?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=180197949
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 New Orleans LA 
 
 

 Bend OR 
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Mitchell OR 
 

 Bend OR 
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Corvallis OR 
 
Sister Eva L. Houston Wilson Macklin (1892-1961) 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_03
31-05506?treeid=56552390&personid=30283901527&queryId=204f386a-dfe7-4fa9-9c82-
c10895329d58&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21633&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pI
d=121932172 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0331-05506?treeid=56552390&personid=30283901527&queryId=204f386a-dfe7-4fa9-9c82-c10895329d58&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21633&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=121932172
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0331-05506?treeid=56552390&personid=30283901527&queryId=204f386a-dfe7-4fa9-9c82-c10895329d58&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21633&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=121932172
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0331-05506?treeid=56552390&personid=30283901527&queryId=204f386a-dfe7-4fa9-9c82-c10895329d58&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21633&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=121932172
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_0331-05506?treeid=56552390&personid=30283901527&queryId=204f386a-dfe7-4fa9-9c82-c10895329d58&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21633&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=121932172
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/i1211258-
01419?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=150498166 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/i1211258-01419?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=150498166
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/i1211258-01419?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=150498166
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/68054290 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/607091 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/68054290
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_172028004420_05
94-02899?treeid=2837988&personid=25122619654&queryId=11fd9257-fc01-40e3-97f6-
6f62fd07eeea&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21637&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pI
d=121878430 
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 Eugene 
 

 

 
Eugene OR 

 

 
Eugene OR 
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 Eugene OR 
 

 Salem OR 
 
 
 

 
Bend OR 

 

 Bend OR 
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Sister Ida Sarah Houston Smith (1897-1971) – Find A Grave 288700601 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61675/images/61675_302022005610_09
02-01549?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=871237 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61675/images/61675_302022005610_0902-01549?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=871237
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61675/images/61675_302022005610_0902-01549?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=871237
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_06
70-00290?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=122192356 
 

 
 

Obituary misspells IDA in header as ISA -  Bend OR 
 
 



34 
 

 

 

 Redmond OR 
 
 

 
 

 Eugene 
OR 
 
Brother Fred Jefferson Houston (1899-1946) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61675/images/48908_302022005610_02
10-00406?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=75556089 
 

 
 

 Portland OR 
Sister Arleatha L. Houston Gillett (1900-1995) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/2837988/person/25122619660/facts - 
incorrect birth year 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/2837988/person/25122619660/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5193/records/553850 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/2837988/person/25122619660/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/2837988/person/25122619660/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/48909_302022005610_00
36-00149?treeid=2837988&personid=25122619660&queryId=96371591-56fc-4fa5-9c0f-
f4a805c1986a&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21647&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pI
d=97738 
 
 

 Eugene OR 
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Brother Herbert Moody Houston (1902-1991) – Find A Grave 41277876 
 
  
 

 

 Salem OR 
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 Eugene OR 
 

 Eugene OR 
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 Eugene OR 
 

 Eugene OR 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/48910_302022005598_00
90-00209?pId=108665 
 
 

 Baker City OR 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/48910_302022005598_0090-00209?pId=108665
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/48910_302022005598_0090-00209?pId=108665
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Bend OR  
 
 

 Bend OR 
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 Bend OR 
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 Bend OR 
 

 Eugene OR 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/2837988/person/25122619661/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/2837988/person/25122619661/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/2837988/person/25122619661/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/2837988/person/25122619661/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00456-
00996?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=777567 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00456-00996?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=777567
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00456-00996?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=777567
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61775/records/90280446 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/795313235 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/795313235
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2548/records/3995400 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61776/images/61776_01_00030-
03031?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=90261396 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2548/records/3995400
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8770/records/94354 
 

 Bend OR 
 
 
 
 
1940 census 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2442/images/m-t0627-03359-
00051?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=63213945 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2442/images/m-t0627-03359-00051?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=63213945
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2442/images/m-t0627-03359-00051?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=63213945
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61678/images/48911_302022005598_01
86-00023?queryId=a62b29a3-89ec-4cf4-ade4-
570c3c35e047&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21653&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pI
d=90143846 
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Bend OR 
Brother Bert William Houston (1906-1982) 
 

 

 Bend OR 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/61677_302022005610_03
41-01131?treeid=56552390&personid=30283901533&queryId=c0ae0bd4-3013-4dac-94e0-
0282c4336b20&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj21666&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pI
d=120520846 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61678/images/48911_302022005598_01
89-00288?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=90150962 
 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: Elmer Alfred Houston 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  serial numbers were not assigned to Army enlisted men until after the sinking of the 
Tuscania showed their value, so Elmer did not have one 
Entered service from: Redmond, Deschutes OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Elmer A. Houston 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Albert Houston, Held OR 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: Kinnabus, Islay, Scotland - grave 10, as E.A. Houston   
Body returned from war on:  "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed as:  E.A. Houston 
Rank:  pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Elmer A. Houston - b. 7 Nov 1895 Franklin NC; res: Held, 
Crook OR. Single. Farmer for Floyd Houston. Short & slender. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted  
Discharged  
Address:   
Rank/unit:   
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Nov 1895 Franklin, Macon NC  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania    
Find A Grave record: 31533413 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location: Prineville, Crook OR 
Cemetery:  Juniper Haven 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Oregon Pvt 20 Engrs.  
 
Father:  Elbert Isaac Houston, 31 Jan 1867 Macon Co. NC – 11 Feb 1949 Crook Co. OR.  
Son of John William Houston & Juletta Malinda (“Lettie”) Miller.  
Rancher in the Bear Creek area of Crook Co. OR.  
Buried in Juniper Haven Cemetery, Prineville, Crook OR. 
Find A Grave:  31533411 
 
Mother:  Cincinnatti (“Nat”) Buchanan Houston, 22 Apr 1870 Elijah, Lincoln NC – 15 Dec 1951 
Crook Co. OR.  
Her 1st name is also found spelled Cincinnatus on her children’s records. 
Daughter of John A. Buchanan & Sarah Elizabeth Holbrook.  
Buried in Juniper Haven Cemetery, Prineville, Crook OR. 
Find A Grave: 31533408   
Parents’ marriage:  1890 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
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Children: 
 
Siblings:  Elmer was the 3rd child of those listed. An additional sibling was born & died between the 
1900 and 1910 censuses.  

• Laura Grovner Houston Gibson, 6 Aug 1890 Highlands, Macon NC – 20 Jun 1966 Eugene, 
Lane OR. - In 1930 census for Prineville, Crook OR Laura Gibson is age 39, married (without 
a husband listed), a servant in a private household. – Filed a registration of birth in OR, 
citing her name as Laura Grovner Gibson, resident of Eugene OR, b. Laura Houston in 
Highland NC 6 Aug 1890; surname changed to Gibson by marriage on 24 Jan 1920. – Laura 
Houston married Paul Andrew Gibson on 24 Jan 1920 in Prineville, Crook OK. He was age 
23, b. MT, rancher, father b. MO, mother b. IA – she was age 27, b. NC, parents b. NC, 1st 
marriage for both, both residents of Prineville OR. -  Their son Kenneth Paul Gibson was 
born 2 Nov 1920 in Klamath Co. OR & died 14 Jul 1981 Bend, Deschutes OR, F: 31419383. – 
Paul Andrew Gibson, son of Levi A. & Artilla Gibson, was born 24 Apr 1898 in Helena, Lewis 
& Clark MT & died 9 Aug 1962 in Orleans Parish LA. When he registered for the WWII draft on 
14 Feb 1942, he was a resident of New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA. He was a seaman for the 
United Fruit Co. but unemployed at the time. – Laura Gibson filed for divorce in Crook Co. 
OR on the grounds of desertion, citing their marriage on 24 Jan 1920. The divorce was 
granted 3 Mar 1956. On the form, her maiden name is listed as “Gibson.”  Laura Gibson is 
buried in West Lawn Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR. F: 37601976 

• Eva L. Houston Wilson Macklin, 1 Sep 1892 Highlands, Macon NC – 11 Nov 1961 OR. - 
Married 4 Jun 1913 in Prineville, Crook OR to John Henry Wilson. Both were 20 years, 9 
months old; it was the 1st marriage for both. John Eva said her parents were born in Hiland 
NC. John worked in a saw mill, his father b. Philadelphia PA, his mother in Virginia City NV, 
he born in Eugene OR. - In the 1920 census Eva & John Wilson lived in Eugene OR. - In the 
1930 census she is living in Eugene OR & lists herself as divorced. – Eva Wilson obtained a 
marriage license in Corvallis, Benton OR 27 Oct 1934. George W. Macklin was a resident of 
Newport OR & she was a resident of Lincoln Co. OR. – John Henry Watson was born 1 Sep 
1892 Eugene, Lane OR & died 17 Oct 1975 Beaverton, Washington Co. OR. He was the son 
of Jerome Wilson & Nellie Ellen Sweet. On 25 May 1929, John married Rosella Boy in 
Vancouver, Clark WA. He is buried in Valley Memorial Park Cemetery, Hillsboro, 
Washington OR, F: 35670986. – On 27 Oct 1934 in Corvallis, Benton OR, Eva Watson 
married George W. Macklin, age 39, b. OR, logger, parents b. OR, 1st marriage. Eva was age 
42, b. NC, housewife, 2nd marriage, parents b. NC. - In the 1940 census Eva (37 NC) is living 
in Eugene OR with husband George W. Macklin (age 44). – George Washington Macklin 
(born 9 Aug 1895 Corvallis, Benton OR , died 24 Mar 1974, is buried in Juniper Haven 
Cemetery, Prineville, Crook OR, F: 31533903. He was the son of Charles Henry Macklin & 
Susie Elizabeth Russell.  - When her daughter Janice Louise Wilson McClain died 15 Dec 
1946 in OR at age 28, her mother Mrs. Eva Macklin resided in Eugene OR while her father, 
John Wilson, lived in Beaverton OR. – Eva was a resident of Junction City, Lane OR at the 
time of her death. - Buried in West Lawn Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR. F: 72491803 

• Ida Sarah / Sarah Ida Houston Smith, Jul 1896 (1900 census) or 1 Jul 1897 Macon Co. NC – 
17 Dec 1971 Bend, Deschutes Co. OR. – Walter M. Smith, age 30, married Ida Houston on 
25 Mar 1917 in Crook Co. OR; 1st marriage for both. - In the 1920 census, Ida S. Smith (22 
NC) lived with husband Walter M. Smith (33 ID), a grain farmer, in Lamonta, Jefferson OR. - 
In the 1930 census she lived in Pleasant Valley, Deschutes OR with husband Walter Smith. 
- In 1940 Walter (53) & Ida (42) lived in Bend OR.  – Walter Monroe Smith (19 May 1886 
Princeton, Latah ID – 2 Jan 1950) is buried in West Lawn Memorial Park, as is Ida, his F: 
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288700350. – Died of ovarian cancer. Listed as Ida Sarah Smith on her OR death certificate - 
Ida Smith is buried in West Lawn Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR.   F: 288700601 

• Fred Jefferson Houston, 15 Apr 1899 [15 Apr 1898 on his OR death certificate] Highlands, 
Macon NC – 7 Aug 1946 Eugene, Lane OR. – Died from asthenia & colon cancer; he had a 
surgical operation 3 months before his death. Buried in Juniper Haven Cemetery, Prineville, 
Crook OR. F: 31533449 

• Arleatha L. (“Lettie”) Houston Gillett, 20 Oct 1900 Highlands, Macon NC – 26 Oct 1995 
Yuba City, Sutter CA. – Name also found as Lettie Arletha. – On 12 Nov 1956 Lettie Arletha 
Gillett filed for a registration of birth in Crook Co. OR. She was then a resident of Yuba City 
CA. She reported a birthdate of 20 Oct 1900 in Highlands, Macon NC, birthname: Lettie 
Arletha Houston. She changed her surname on 19 Aug 1922 to Gillett by marriage. - Wife of 
Donald Willett Gillett (1889-1979, F: 132882614). – “Arletha” Houston obtained a marriage 
license on 19 Aug 1922 with Donald W. Gillett in Eugene, Lane OR. Donald was the son of 
Charles R. Gillett & Anna M. Skene. – She is buried in Sutter Cemetery, Sutter, Sutter Co. 
CA. F: 132882591 

• Herbert Moody (“Herb”) Houston, 28 Nov 1902 Franklin, Macon NC – 15 Oct 1991 
Redmond, Deschutes OR. – Served in the US Army 1917-1918. - Married on 2 Oct 1923 in 
Salem, Marion OR to Alice Irene Armstrong (1905-1959, F: 59744289) who later married 
Clarence Alexander Main (1905-1994) on 17 Aug 1929 Vancouver, Clark WA. – Alice 
Houston petitioned for a divorce from Herbert in Apr 1929 in Eugene, Lane OR on the 
grounds of cruel & inhuman treatment, which was granted 28 May 1929. She was given 
custody of their 2 children & $35 a month. She remarried 3 months later. – Herbert was 
survived by wife Rosa (b. ca. 1909) . According to his obituary, they married in Prineville, 
Crook OR. Herbert M. Houston, age 50 & Rosa M. Grayson, age 44, both of Prineville OR 
were married by a Baptist minister on 31 Mar 1953 in Eugene, Lane OR. – Herbert M. 
Houston, age 50, b. 28 Nov 1902 in “Caroline,” farmer, parents b. NC, divorced, this being 
his 2nd marriage, resident of Crook Co. OR and Rosa M. Grayson, age 44, b. 31 Jan 1909 
Randolph AR, licensed practical nurse, parents b. AR, this being her 2nd marriage, a widow. 
– Actually, this was Rosa Marie John’s 3rd marriage. – She was born Rosa Marie Johnson 31 
Jan 1909 Pocahontas, Randolph AR, the daughter of Frank Johnson & Maggie Ratcliff. Rosa 
Johnson, age 17, married James Bedford Samons/Sammons on 26 Jun 1926 in AR. She 
divorced “Jim Sammons” on 16 Mar 1934 in Randolph Co. AR. – James Bedford 
Sammons/Samons was born 3 Jun 1903 in Randolph Co. AR & died Jul 1970, buried in Pirtle 
Cemetery, Peach Orchard, Clay AR, F: 306937185. – As Rose Johnson, she married Dudley 
N. Grayson on 2 May 1939 in Bend, Deschutes OR. In the 1940 census for Prineville, Crook 
OR, Dudley Grayson (54 OR, millwork laborer) lived as of 5 Apr 1940 with wife Rosa M. 
Grayson (31 AR) & “son” [her son] A.J. Samons (12 AR). Rosa & A.J. had lived in Pocahontas, 
Randolph AR in 1935. – Dudley Grayson petitioned for a divorce in Crook Co. OR on 24 Jul 
1947, granted to him 14 Aug 1947 on the grounds of cruel & inhuman treatment. On the 
divorce record, her maiden name is listed as Rosa Marie ----. - In 1950, Rosa M. Grayson (41 
AR, practical nurse at Prineville Hospital) lived in Prineville, Crook OK; she said she was 
divorced. - A marker in Roberts Cemetery, Crook Co. OR indicates Herbert’s ashes were 
scattered over the Houston family homestead in Bear Creek OR. F: 41277876 

• Bert William Houston, 21 Mar 1906 Camp Creek, Crook OR – 11 Apr 1982 Bend, Deschutes 
Co. OR. - Husband of Cora Fena (Fenn) Gittings (1909-2012, F: 83207676). They married 30 
Aug 1932 in Bend, Deschutes OR. – Bert petitioned for a divorce in Deschutes Co. OR on 22 
Apr 1948, granted 4 May 1948 on the grounds of cruelty. - Cora’s obituary on her Find A 
Grave record indicates the couple had divorced. They had married 30 Aug 1932 in 
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Deschutes Co. OR. - Bert is buried in Juniper Haven Cemetery, Prineville, Crook OR. F: 
31533407 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“New York Tribune” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – the Associated Press has compiled a list from War 
Department information & lists the men who are not yet accounted for. Among those in Co. D, 6th 
Battalion, 20th Engineers is private Elmer A. Houston of Held OR. 
 
“Klamath Falls (OR) Evening Herald” 13 Feb 1918 p 1 – the Associated Press reports there were 171 
victims buried in Scotland. Among the men from OR is Elmer Houston of Held OR. 
 
Post-war: 
 
"Salem (OR) Statesman Journal" 21 Oct 1920 p 1 & "Oregon Daily Journal" (Portland) 20 Oct 1920 p 
11 - bodies of 6 war heroes arriving from France (actually Scotland) in Portland 22 Oct on 3 p.m. 
train, all privates from 20th Engineers, includes E.A. Houston of Prineville OR  
 
"Bend (OR) Bulletin" 25 Oct 1920 p 1 - "Prineville Honors Tuscania Victim" - funeral 24 Oct 1920 at 
Methodist Church, Prineville. The church was crowded to capacity so some had to stand outside. 
Address given by Walter L. Tooze. Elmer had been buried in Scotland since Feb 1918. Died at age 
23. Had lived in Bear Creek section since 6 years old. Son of Mr. & Mrs. Elbert Houston. Buried with 
military rites of the American Legion. 
 
"Oregon Daily Journal" (Portland) 29 Oct 1920 p 11 - full military honors by Crook County Post of the 
American Legion. Elmer was born in NC 1897.   
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Highlands, Macon GA – conducted 
Elbert I. Houston, 33 NC, Jan 1867, parents b. NC, married 10 years, farmer 
Cincinatti, 30 NC, Apr 1870, parents b. NC, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Laura G., 9 NC, Aug 1890 
Eva L., 7 NC, Sep 1892 
Elmer A., 5 NC, Aug 1894 
Sarah I., 3 NC, Jul 1896 
Fred J., 1 NC, Apr 1899 
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1910 Camp Creek, Crook OR - conducted 
Elbert I. Houston, 42 NC, parents b. NC, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, rancher, ranch 
Cincinatti, 40 NC, parents b. NC, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are living, housekeeper, 
house 
Eva L., 17 NC 
Alfred E., 15 NC [Elmer Alfred] 
Sarah I., 12 NC 
Fred J., 11 NC 
Libbie A., 9 NC 
Herbert M., 7 NC 
Burt W., 4 OR 
 
 
 


