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TUSCANIA 

 

Holden, Elmer Thurbon 
1896 TX – 1963 TX 
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Obituary of Elmer Thurbon Holden - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 30 Aug 1962 p 17 
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Obituary of Elmer Thurbon Holden - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 1 Sep 1962 p 18 

 
 
 

  
Veterans Administration Master Index – https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-

CS1G-SCB1-D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-
T5FJ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-SCB1-D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-T5FJ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-SCB1-D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-T5FJ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-SCB1-D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-T5FJ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/G9WB-4J9 
 

 
TX birth record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:4LH5-C9W2 

 



5 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Veteran headstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_12_00025-
00783?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=3081726 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/12583668 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/12583668
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TX death certificate - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062619-

03432?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=82278225 
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TX, WWI military record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-

WW9M?i=2321&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-X97T 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Life 

 
 

 Cameron TX 
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Houston TX 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 11 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 13 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Although other newspapers were reporting Elmer rescued, this newspaper decided he was dead -  

 

 Bonham TX 
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Wife Ella --- Brown 

 
 

 marriage license of Mrs. Ella Brown & Elmer Thurbon Holden Jan 1922 
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 Fort Worth TX 
 

Elmer petitioned for divorce from Ella in May 1924 
 
 
 

 
Divorce granted to Elmer from Ella in Sep 1924 
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 Fort Worth TX – Ella arrested 
 
 
 

 
Ex-wife Ella turns to crime, apparently – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 23 Sep 1926 p 

22 – likely she forged the name of Elmer Holden 
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Ella Holden obtains marriage license with Dewey Wilford George Feb 1927 

 
 
 

 

  
Ella George petitioned for divorce from Dewey George Jan 1928 
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Ella’s divorce suit against Dewey George dismissed at her cost Feb 
1929 

 

 

Dewey George petitioned for divorce Mar 1929  
 

 

 
Divorce granted to Dewey George May 1929 
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Is this his ex-wife, Ella, in the crime report? – “Fort Worth (TX) Record-Telegram” 26 Oct 1926 p 20 
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Marriage license -  
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062879-

00089?pId=309763 
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Wife Bessie Powell Sams 
 

 

 
Obituary of his 2nd wife, Bessie Lee Sams Holden Kennelly – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 18 Dec 

1994 p 52 
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 McKinney TX 
Bessie pictured at left 1956 
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Corpus Christi TX 

Bessie pictured at left 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/eb3aaa953424539e64f0e91875

0273db?pId=923502316 
marriage of Bessie Powell to Robert M. Sams 1918 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13953720/person/282739294660/facts 

Death of Robert Mack Sams 1959 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/eb3aaa953424539e64f0e918750273db?pId=923502316
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/eb3aaa953424539e64f0e918750273db?pId=923502316
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13953720/person/282739294660/facts
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Obituary of his wife Bessie Powell’s 1st husband Robert Mack Sams – “Ventura County Star-Free 

Press” (Ventura CA) 26 Dec 1959 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/925471573 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1818140?tid=170711185&pid=1724

49032843&ssrc=pt 
Bessie Powell Sams – marriage license with Elmer Thurbon Holden 1925 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1818140?tid=170711185&pid=172449032843&ssrc=pt
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1818140?tid=170711185&pid=172449032843&ssrc=pt
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Elmer’s marriage to his 2nd wife, “Miss” Bessie Sams (actually Mrs. Bessie Powell Sams) 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9P3Z-
9KP8?cc=1803987&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQK8Y-6JQN 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9P3Z-9KP8?cc=1803987&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQK8Y-6JQN
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9P3Z-9KP8?cc=1803987&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQK8Y-6JQN
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Murder of Bessie’s father 1933 

 
 

 
Death of Bessie’s brother E.B. Powell 1939 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/13953720/person/282739207570/facts?_phsrc=iKj19799&_phstart=successSour
ce 

Bessie’s marriage to John Texas Kennelly 1965 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13953720/person/282739207570/facts?_phsrc=iKj19799&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13953720/person/282739207570/facts?_phsrc=iKj19799&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13953720/person/282739207570/facts?_phsrc=iKj19799&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of John Texas Kennelly, Bessie’s 3rd husband 1973 – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 16 
Jan 1973 p 25 
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Stepchildren – by wife Bessie Powell’s marriage to Robert Mack 
Sams 
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Obituary of his stepdaughter Olivia Sams Hamilton Linn (1919-2007) – “Fort Worth (TX) Star 
Telegram” 7 Jan 2007 p A8 
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TX birth certificate of Olivia Sams 1919 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061428-
00702?pId=122068470 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061428-00702?pId=122068470
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061428-00702?pId=122068470
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 Fort Worth TX – Olivia’s 15th birthday party 
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 Olivia pictured at right
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Marriage license of Olivia Sams & Fred Hamilton 1940 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/40393_312752-
02544?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=3240601 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44040_09_00076-
00754?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=20791342 
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marriage of Olivia Sams to Thomas Clark Linn 1947 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61632/records/6445884?tid=13953720&pid=28273
9219939&queryId=24324638-f35b-43e0-a61c-

e2ba4cb80974&_phsrc=iKj19800&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4765920?queryId=6d93ce68-
91c5-42f2-9b38- 
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0d9216312418&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19960&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3
78217064 
 
 

 

the obituary reports an incorrect birthdate – it was 5 Apr 1918 
 
 

divorce granted Olivia from Fred Hamilton 
 



52 
 

 

 
Olivia divorced from Thomas Clark Linn 1956 
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Stepdaughter Dorothy Mae/Marie Sams Seiler (1921-2022) – Find A Grave 241771524 

 

 
Dorothy’s TX birth record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061461-
01107?treeid=170711185&personid=172449034903&queryId=3f777445-d8a1-45eb-aa30-

19ecb35b0295&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19814&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1
20170166 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061461-01107?treeid=170711185&personid=172449034903&queryId=3f777445-d8a1-45eb-aa30-19ecb35b0295&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19814&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=120170166
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061461-01107?treeid=170711185&personid=172449034903&queryId=3f777445-d8a1-45eb-aa30-19ecb35b0295&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19814&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=120170166
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061461-01107?treeid=170711185&personid=172449034903&queryId=3f777445-d8a1-45eb-aa30-19ecb35b0295&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19814&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=120170166
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061461-01107?treeid=170711185&personid=172449034903&queryId=3f777445-d8a1-45eb-aa30-19ecb35b0295&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19814&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=120170166
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https://www.buschcares.com/obituaries/Dorothy-
Seiler?obId=27360465 
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Dorothy’s marriage license with Robert E. McCamy 1939 

 
 

 
Divorce petition with Robert E. McCamy Jul 1942 

 
 

 
Divorce from McCamy granted Oct 1942 
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 San Angelo TX 
Death of Robert E. McCamy the year after their divorce 
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Man in center is Dorothy Sams’s 2nd husband Austin William “Hon” Seiler – Dorothy sams McCamy 

Seiler is pictured at right – Sep 1974 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/16098966/person/569323162/media/7fdb6e0b-bbad-41d6-8b4e-

c5d97898311e?queryId=589d5f1c-ff5d-4157-b9ba-
01415abf1674&searchContextTreeId=209997676&searchContextPersonId=182765184646&_phsr

c=iKj19830&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/10345005?tid=&pid=&queryId=3718
de17-2901-4fee-95d4-667a05ee95a2&_phsrc=iKj19819&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Father 
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Fort Worth TX – may or may not be the right J.T. Holden 

 

 

 Decatur TX - – may or may not be the right J.T. Holden 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/170932395/person/232224126531/facts?_phsrc=iKj19926&_phstart=successSo
urce 

appears to be the father of Elmer Thurbon Holden 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/170932395/person/232224126531/facts?_phsrc=iKj19926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/170932395/person/232224126531/facts?_phsrc=iKj19926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/170932395/person/232224126531/facts?_phsrc=iKj19926&_phstart=successSource
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Grave of Johnnie Holden - Find A Grave 13446174 
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THE WRONG FAMILY: 

 

  
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/90915119/andrew_jackson-holden 

John Thurbon Holden is not linked to these parents or siblings 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/90915119/andrew_jackson-holden
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Mother 

Obituary of his mother Lee Henington Holden Leach Seaton - “Fort 
Worth (TX) Star Telegram” 1 Nov 1955 p 16 
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Obituary of his mother, Lee Henington Holden Leach Seaton - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 1 

Nov 1955 p 22 
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/G9WB-3Q5 

1894 marriage of John Thurbon Holden to Lee Henington/Hennington 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GP38-
9CFX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV14-

ZHSH&action=view&cc=1803987&lang=en 
Marriage to John Holden 1894 

 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/G9WB-3Q5
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/3176934?tid=42737749&pid=31277

9281316&queryId=5f31fc5a-9ac3-4c98-81b8-
4176eb73205e&_phsrc=iKj19839&_phstart=successSource 

marriage of Lee Henington Holden to L.J. Leach 1899 
 
 

 
Husband George Washington Seaton – arrest 1933 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/3176934?tid=42737749&pid=312779281316&queryId=5f31fc5a-9ac3-4c98-81b8-4176eb73205e&_phsrc=iKj19839&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/3176934?tid=42737749&pid=312779281316&queryId=5f31fc5a-9ac3-4c98-81b8-4176eb73205e&_phsrc=iKj19839&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/3176934?tid=42737749&pid=312779281316&queryId=5f31fc5a-9ac3-4c98-81b8-4176eb73205e&_phsrc=iKj19839&_phstart=successSource
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Fort Worth TX 

Rooming house proprietor 
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Mother’s obituary 1955 

 
 

 

Half-sibling: by his mother Lee Henington’s 2nd marriage, to L. John 
Leach 
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Martha Ardell Leach (1900-2000) - obituary 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/3696095/person/-193956295/facts 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/901135956?tid=3696095&pid=-

193956295&queryId=1b2f2c22-0e9d-49fd-9f9d-
2c78d273e56d&_phsrc=iKj19860&_phstart=successSource 

Martha Stoll’s marriage to J.C. Allen 1926 
 

 

J.C. Allen arrested -  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/901135956?tid=3696095&pid=-193956295&queryId=1b2f2c22-0e9d-49fd-9f9d-2c78d273e56d&_phsrc=iKj19860&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/901135956?tid=3696095&pid=-193956295&queryId=1b2f2c22-0e9d-49fd-9f9d-2c78d273e56d&_phsrc=iKj19860&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/901135956?tid=3696095&pid=-193956295&queryId=1b2f2c22-0e9d-49fd-9f9d-2c78d273e56d&_phsrc=iKj19860&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062388-

02225?queryId=2ed8903f-630c-4adc-8b57-
83a872a64410&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19970&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2

2665182 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24286706/joe-c-
allen?_gl=1*azp2uu*_gcl_au*NDE0NTgyNzMyLjE3ODM0MjgxMzM.*_ga*MTUzMzE0MjY5My4xNzc1N
jUyMDQw*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*c2NiODViMTgwLTY0OWEtNGEzZS05MzAwLTFmYjY1NThjNzJkYiRvND
Q0JGcxJHQxNzg4NzEwNDk5JGoxNyRsMCRoMA..*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*c2NiODViMTgwLTY0OWEtNG

EzZS05MzAwLTFmYjY1NThjNzJkYiRvNDQzJGcxJHQxNzg4NzEwNDk5JGoxNyRsMCRoMA.. 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062388-02225?queryId=2ed8903f-630c-4adc-8b57-83a872a64410&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19970&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22665182
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062388-02225?queryId=2ed8903f-630c-4adc-8b57-83a872a64410&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19970&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22665182
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062388-02225?queryId=2ed8903f-630c-4adc-8b57-83a872a64410&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19970&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22665182
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062388-02225?queryId=2ed8903f-630c-4adc-8b57-83a872a64410&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj19970&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22665182
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divorced J.C.. Allen 1928 
 
 
 

   
Arrest of husband Clarence Savage 1932 - alcohol 
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Arrest of Clarence Savage 1935 – narcotics 
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Arrest of Martha Ardell Savage, her husband Clarence Savage & her half-brother George 

Washington Savage Jr. on narcotics charges - 1936 
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Divorce from Clarence Savage 1942 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063062-

02811?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1454063 
Death of Clarence Savage (1901-1979) 
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/176315561/william_lloyd-darden#view-photo=256484613 
– Find A Grave 176315561 

Martha Ardell’s husband William Lloyd Darden 
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Divorce from Ray Alexander (Joe) Smith 1952 

 

 
2nd time Martha Ardell Leach married Ray Alexander Smith 1959 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/24171424?tid=3696095&pid=-
193956295&queryId=81493a1f-cc92-4627-b9e9-

af81c46d0357&_phsrc=iKj19851&_phstart=successSource 
2nd time Martha married Ray Alexander Smith - 1959 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_02_00031-

03207?pId=2399000 – husband Ray Alexander Smith 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_02_00031-03207?pId=2399000
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_02_00031-03207?pId=2399000
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062718-
01172?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1016650 –  
TX death certificate of husband Ray Alexander Smith 
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Martha’s foster children – children of her stepsister Marie Seaton Darden 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061480-

01278?pId=106718436 
Raymond Arthur Vandersaul - Marie Seaton’s child outside of marriage with Ray Vandersaul in 1922 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061480-01278?pId=106718436
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061480-01278?pId=106718436
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Wichita Falls TX 

 
 

 Corsicana TX 
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 Laredo TX 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2143/images/33039_258583-
00044?pId=159388 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44040_10_00133-
02032?pId=21114217 
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((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
 
 
 

 
Granbury TX 

Johnny Clay Darden (1935-1962) – son of William Lloyd Darden & his 1st wife Marie Seaton 
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 Odessa TX 
Johnny Clay Darden arrest 1959 
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Murder of Johnny Clay Darden 
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Granbury TX 
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(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((( 
 
 

 
Lee Carroll Darden 
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Half-siblings: by his mother Lee Henington’s 3rd 
marriage, to George Washington Seaton 

 
Half-brother George Washington Seaton Jr. (1911-1960) 
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Obituary of George Jr. 
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George Jr. arrested along with half-sister Martha Ardell Leach Savage & her husband Clarence 

Savaage 
 
 
 
 

 
George Jr.’s wife Alta 
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Half-sister Ada Lee Seaton Johnson (1913-1978) 

 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: Elmer Thurbon Holden 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,536 
Entered service from: Fort Worth, Tarrant TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Elmer Holden  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Lee Seaton, 1404 Calhoun St., Fort Worth TX 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Elmer T. Holden 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Lee Seaton, 1404 N. Calhoun St., Fort Worth TX (pvt, 
17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Elmer Thurbon Holden - b. 11 Mar 1896 Rockdale TX; res: 
Thorndale, Milam TX. Single, with dependent mother & sister. Laborer on farm, Sam James, 4 North 
Thorndale.  Medium height & build. – Card is indexed with Therbon as his middle name (and it 
appears to be written on the top line that way, but it is signed “Elmer Thurbon Holden.” 
 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Elmer Thurbon Holden - b. 11 Mar 1896 Taylor TX; res: 
2360 Evans, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. NOK Mrs. Lee Seaton, 101 ½ s. Main, Fort Worth TX [mother]. 
Employed by Elmer Holden, Holden Trucking, same address as residence. Height: 5’9” – weight: 
156 lbs. Registered 25 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 4 Nov 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address:  1032 E. Cannon Ave., Fort Worth TX 
Rank/unit:  private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
TX, WWI military record – 
Elmer Holden, serial 250536, resident of Thorndale, Milam TX. Inducted into Army at Cameron TX 
on 4 Nov 1917 at age 21 years, 5 months. In 165th Depot Brigade to discharge. Rank: private. 
Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 28 May 1919. Discharged 11 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 Mar 1896 Rockdale, Milam TX (Find A Grave) or in Cameron, Milam TX – in Taylor TX 
according to military records & WWI draft record  
Died: 29 Aug 1963 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX    
Find A Grave record:  41782909, presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Arlington, Tarrant TX 
Cemetery: Moore Memorial Gardens    
Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt US Army WWI   
 
Father: John Thurbon Holden 
 
There seem to be two candidates for the father of Elmer Thurbon Holden. The man whose records 
do not agree with what is known about Elmer’s father are highlighted in yellow in this document. 
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Some online genealogies list Elmer’s father as John Thurbon Holden, born 1876 Llano Co. TX & died 
in 1896 (with no documentation provided by for the death year. 
 
This would appear to be John Henry Holden, the son of Andrew Jackson (“Jack”) Holden (1836 GA – 
1905 TX, F: 90915119) & Nancy (“Nanny”) Powell (1842 TN – 1907 TX, F: 90915170).   
 
This John is age 4 in the 1880 census for Precinct 1, Llano Co. TX. On his parents’ Find A Grave 
records are links to his sister Millie Holden Cline – born 11 Feb 1876 Llano Co. TX – and a brother 
John Henry Holden, born 3 Oct 1877 Llano Co. TX. Millie is mentioned in the 1880 census as age 5, 
followed by John (4), followed by a sister named Lou, age 2.  
 

 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/71071651/john_henry-holden 
 
According to the information on the Find A Grave record 100048677 of his sister Victoria Holden 
Clinger, John’s paternal grandparents & his father & siblings came to Llano TX in 1852 via wagon 
train from TN, settling 1st at Oak Creek, then moving north to Wright’s Creek.  
 
See: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/154295308/person/202036855296/facts?_phsrc=hFB15270&_phstart=successS
ource 
 
John Henry Holden was born 3 Oct 1877 Llano Co. TX & died 7 Aug 1959 Wichita Falls, Wichita TX. 
He married Bettie Elizabeth (“Fannie”) Hobson (1877-1931). John is buried in Crestview Memorial 
Park, Wichita Falls, Wichita TX. F: 71071651. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/154295308/person/202036855296/facts?_phsrc=hFB15270&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/154295308/person/202036855296/facts?_phsrc=hFB15270&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/154295308/person/202036855296/facts?_phsrc=hFB15270&_phstart=successSource
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Census for the incorrect family: 
1880 Precinct 1, Llano Co. TX – his father John Thurbon Holden – conducted 6 Jun 1880 
Jack Holden, 44 GA, father b. SC, mother b. GA, raising cattle 
Nancy, 36 TN, parents b. TN, keeping house 
Bethel, 14 TX, working cattle [son] 
Mary, 13 TX, at school [daughter] 
Neomy, 12 TX, at school [daughter] 
Victoria, 10 TX, at school [daughter] 
Edward, 9 TX, at school [son] 
Andrew, 8 TX, at home [son] 
Elly, 6 TX, at home [daughter] 
Milly, 5 TX, at home [daughter] 
John, 4 TX, at home [son] 
Lou, 2 TX, at home [daughter] 
 
It is more likely that Elmer’s father is the man buried as Johnnie Holden, since he died in Milan Co. 
TX, the county in which he married Elmer’s mother Lee Caroline Henington. Johnnie’s father was 
(according to his mother’s Find A Grave) John T. Holden – and the middle initial of “T” is also a 
similarity, and in online genealogies, Johnnie’s father is cited as John Thurber (or is that Thurbon?) 
Holden. 
 
Johnnie’s mother was Martha J. Fortenberry (24 Dec 1832 – 20 Jan 1910), buried in Bryant Station 
Cemetery, Buckholts, Milan TX, F: 13445835. 
 
Johnnie Holden was born 2 Aug 1863 Milam Co. TX [or was he born in Sevier Co. AR?] & died 9 Sep 
1896 in Milam Co. TX.  
 
In the 1880 census for Precinct 6, Milam Co. TX, conducted 4 Jun 1880: 
William H. HOLDENS, 25 LA, farmer [head of household] 
James T., 20 AR, farm hand [brother] 
Sussan I., 18 AR [sister] 
John T., 15 AR, farm hand [brother] 
Callie D., 14 AR [sister] 
Martha J., 45 MS, parents b. MS, keeping house [mother] 
For the children, the father’s birthplace is blank, the mother’s is MS. 
 
Johnnie Holden is also is buried in Bryant Station Cemetery, Buckholts, Milam TX. 
Find A Grave:  13446174 
 
Mother:  Lee Caroline/Carolina Henington Holden Leach Seaton, 24 Aug 1876 Milam Co. TX – 31 
Oct 1955 Cleburne, Johnson TX.  
Her maiden surname also found spelled Hennington. 
Daughter of Pleamon Isaac Henington & Martha Helen (Mattie) Pruett. 
 
1894 
Married to John T. Holden in 1894, by whom she had Elmer Thurbon Holden in 1896. 
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1899 
Married to L. John Leach.by whom she had Martha Ardell Leach. They married 10 Sep 1899 Milam 
Co. TX. L. John was born Aug 1876 OH & died in 1906.  [Was a “T” in his name misread as an “L”?) 
 
In the 1900 census for Justice Precinct 5, Milam Co. TX, conducted 22 Jun 1900: 
Tom Leach, 22 OH, Aug 1877, parents b. OH, married 1 year, farm laborer 
Lee Leach, 22 TX, father b. MS, mother b. LA, gave birth to zero children, zero are living [this ignores 
her son Elmer Holden] 
Lee Leach’s name is listed on the census form 5 lines below that of her son Elmer Holden, who is 
residing with Lee’s parents & siblings. 
 
In the 1910 census for Bartlett, Bell TX – conducted May 1910: 
Lee Leach, 33 TX, parents b. GA, widow, is a cook in a hotel. Living with her as a boarder is daughter 
[Martha] Ardell Leach, 10 TX, parents b. TX. They live in the boarding house operated by R.S. & Millie 
Thompson. 
 
Married to George Washington Seaton, 9 Jan 1864 TX – 26 Dec 1935 Milam Co. TX, by whom she 
had children George Washington Seaton Jr. & Ada Lee Seaton. Lee & George Sr. married 16 Sep 
1910 in Milam Co. TX.   
 
From an earlier marriage to Ella Bradley, George Sr. had a daughter Marie Mae Seaton (born 23 May 
1900). Marie married William Lloyd Darden, who later married Martha Ardell Leach, the daughter of 
Lee Henington Holden Leach Seaton 
 
The son of George Sr. & Ella Bradley Seaton was James Seaton (1 Mar 1896 Milam Co. TX – 7 Dec 
1917, San Antonio, Bexar TX, F; 272177782), who died of pneumonia while in the US Army, 
stationed at Fort Sam Houston.  
 
George Sr. was the son of James (Jim) & Annie E. Seaton.  George Sr. is buried in Rice Cemetery, 
Cameron, Milam TX. F: 189456288 
 
Obituary in “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 1 Nov 1955 p 16 & “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 1 
Nov 1955 p 22 - copied above. Died at age 79, former Fort Worth resident for almost 30 years, died 
in a Cleburne hospital after an illness of 1 month. Born Cameron TX. Came to Fort Worth TX in 
1917. Moved to Godley TX 10 years ago. Survived by 2 sons: Elmer T. Holden & G.W. Seaton of Fort 
Worth, 2 daughters: Mrs. Ardell Leach & Mrs. Ada Lee Johnson of Godley, brother Eli Henington 
(Sweetwater TX).  
Buried in Greenwood Memorial Park & Mausoleum, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. 
Find A Grave:  27163857 
Parents’ marriage: 2 Sep 1894 Milam Co. TX 
 
Spouse:  Ella --- Brown Holden George.  
 
Is she the Ella Mae Holden who obtains a marriage license with J.E. Cavener, both residents of Fort 
Worth? “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 18 May 1924 p 5? 
 
In 1926, is she the Mrs. Emma Holden (alias: Mrs. E. Rudolph) who forges the name of her divorced 
husband to a $25 check?  
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She is apparently the Mrs. Ella Holden who obtains a marriage license with Dewey Wilford George, 
both residents of 507 Franklin, Fort Worth. (“Fort Worth Star-Telegram” 20 Feb 1927 p 36.  Then she 
petitions for a divorce in Jan 1928, which is dismissed Feb 1929 at her expense. Then Dewey 
petitioned for a divorce in Mar 1929, which was granted May 1929. 
 
Dewey Wilford George was born 10 Jun 1902 TX & died 9 Jan 1973 TX. He was the son of 
Charlie/Charley George & Alice Epperson (who later married a Hammock, buried as Alice 
Hammock, 1874-1954, F: 61554481). There are several marriage license & then divorce 
applications in the Fort Worth TX newspaper following his marriage/divorce to Ella. 
 
Could not trace Ella. There are numerous people named Ella Brown and Ella Holden in the Fort 
Worth TX area. Several are Black or mulatto. Her maiden surname (unless it’s Brown) was not 
determined). 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 
Elmer T. Holden obtained a marriage license with Mrs. Ella Brown in Jan 1922 in Fort Worth, Tarrant 
TX.  
Divorce: “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 27 May 1924 p 11 – Divorce suit filed in District Court in 
Elmer Holden v. Ella Holden.   
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 5 Sep 1924 p 7 – in 67th District Court, divorce granted in the case 
of Elmer Holden v. Ella Holden. 
 
Spouse:  Bessie Lee Powell Sams Holden Kennelly, 15 Sep 1902 Josephine, Collin TX – 15 Dec 1994 
Tarrant Co. TX.  
Daughter of John Mack Powell & Fannie Ingram. 
 
Married on 3 Aug 1918 in Hunt Co. TX to Robert Mack Sams (2 Mar 1887 Knoxville, Knox TX – 24 Dec 
1959 Port Hueneme, Ventura CA).   
 
Robert’s obituary appeared in the “Ventura County Star-Free Press” (Ventura CA) 26 Dec 1959 p 2 
(copied above). He was buried in Ivy Lawn Cemetery, Ventura, Ventura CA but not on Find A Grave 
as of 5 Sep 2026.Died at age 72, resident of White Cap trailer court in Port Hueneme CA. Had lived 
in Ventura Co. CA for 13 years prior to death; worked at the Santa Clara citrus packinghouse. 
Survived by wife Eunice “his only known survivor” (omitting his daughters Olivia & Dorothy).  
 
In the 1920 census for Josephine, Collin T, conducted 31 Jan 1920, Bessie & her husband & 
daughter Olivia are living with Bessie’s father: 
John M. Powell, 47 TN, father b. GA, mother b. TN, shoemaker in shoe shop 
Bessie SIMMS [i.e. Sams], 18 TX, father b. TN, mother b. TX, married [daughter] 
Mac SIMMS [i.e. Sams], 27 TN, parents b. US, no occupation [son-in-law] 
Alenia SIMMS [i.e. Olivia Sams], 4 months TX [granddaughter] 
Jack Powell, 4 TX [son] 
 
Divorced, Bessie married in 1925 to Elmer Thurbon Holden. 
 
On 21 Aug 1933, Bessie’s father John Powell, age 61, blacksmith, was shot 7 times in front of his 
house at 306 N. Burnet, Fort Worth TX & died, as part of a neighborhood feud. Mrs. Myrtle Brown, 
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age 48, died 22 Aug 1933 after being wounded in front of her house at 302 N. Burnet. Wounded was 
Pat McDonald Oliver, age 52, who was with Mrs. Brown. Bessie’s mother & brother Jack saw John 
die, and Jack was then arrested for “going nutty” and shooting Mrs. Brown.  
 
 
Bessie Holden married on 30 Sep 1965 in Tarrant Co. TX to John Texas Kennelly. 
John was born 26 Jul 1896 & died 14 Jan 1973, buried in Laurel Land-Rose Hill Memorial Park, Fort 
Worth, Tarrant TX, F: 121109094).   
John’s 1st wife was Ethel Mae --- (1903-1964, F: 121109121)  
John’s obituary from the “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 16 Jan 1973 p 25 copied above. The 
“daughters” listed included Mrs. Dorothy Seiler of Cleveland OH & Mrs. Oliva Linn of Fort Worth.  
 
Bessie Kennelly is buried in Moore Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Arlington, Tarrant TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 194806567 
Marriage: 19 Jun 1925 in Johnson Co. TX to Elmer Thurbon Holden. 
 
 
Stepchildren: by his wife Bessie’s marriage to Robert Mack Sams 

• Olivia Mary Florine Sams Hamilton Linn, 21 May 1919 Josephine, Collin TX – 5 [or 6] Jan 
2007 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. – Olivia Sams obtained a marriage license in Sep 1940 with 
Fred B. Hamilton Jr. in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. – Fred B. Hamilton was born 5 Apr 1918 in 
Lubbock, Lubbock TX to Fred B. Hamilton Sr. & Sallie Altizer. In the 1940 census of Fort 
Worth, Tarrant TX, conducted 6 Apr 1940 (five months before his marriage to Olivia Sams), 
Fred resided at 3706 Calmont, the same address on his marriage license, with his widowed 
mother Sallie A. Hamilton (42 TX, stenographer at a petroleum refinery) & her parents, 
James R. Altizer (74 VA) & Mary A. (67 TN). James was employed as a helper in a garment 
factory. His obituary notes his employment at a clothing manufacturer. Fred Hamilton died 
28 Mar 1997 in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX & is buried with wife Nellie in Restland Memorial Park, 
Dallas, Dallas TX, F: 91968224. - In a newspaper article dated 4 Aug 1943, Olivia Hamilton, 
age 23, who worked in a Fort Worth drugstore until 4 months previously & resided at 2360 
Evans Ave., Fort Worth, had enlisted 5 May 1943 in the WAVES of the US Navy. She had left 
1 Jun 1943 for Hunter College, NY, for training. She was stationed at Grand Prairie TX on 29 
Jun 1943. There was no mention that she was married or of her husband. Her mother was 
listed as Mrs. E.T. Holden of the Evans Avenue address. – The next year, a divorce was 
granted to Fred & Olivia Hamilton in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX in Aug 1944. – Olivia Sams 
married Thomas Clark Linn on 1 Feb 1947 in Hempstead, Nassau NY. Thomas Clark Linn 
was born 18 Mar 1917 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County OK & died 19 Jul 1975 Mountain 
Home, Elmore ID. Thomas is buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Mountain Home, Elmore 
ID, F: 66432939 – In the 1950 census for Hempstead, Nassau NY, conducted 17 Apr 1950, 
living in Santini Housing are Thomas Linn (33 OK, airplane mechanic, Armed Forces), his 
wife Olivia (31 TX0, with daughters Carol (2 NY) & Joyce (b. Nov 1949 NY). Divorce: “Fort 
Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 21 Feb 1956 p 36 – divorce suit brought in District Court by Olivia 
Linn v. Thomas C. Linn. Obituary in “Fort Worth (TX) Star Telegram” 7 Jan 2007 pA8 copied 
above. Died at age 87 of cancer. Lifelong resident of Fort Worth TX. Worked over 50 years in 
healthcare, 1st as a US Navy pharmacist’s mate during WWII & later at the Colley Clinic, 
Medical Surgical Clinic & for Dr. Gregory Phillips (for 27 years). Preceded in death by her 
mother Bessie Kenelly (Fort Worth), father Mack Sams (CA) & grandson Tommy Crawford. 
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Survived by sister Dorothy of Cleveland OH & 2 daughters. - Buried in Bluebonnet Hills 
Memorial Park, Colleyville, Tarrant TX. F: 151274298 

• Dorothy Mae/Marie Sams McCamy Seiler, 14 Jul 1921 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX – 16 Jul 2022 
Mount Royalton, Cuyahoga OH [recorded as Elyria OH on her OH death certificate].  – 
Dorothy Mae Sams obtained a marriage license in Nov 1939 with Robert Elmer McCamy in 
Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. She petitioned for a divorce in Fort Worth TX in Jul 1942, which was 
granted Oct 1942.- Robert Elmer (Bob) McCamy was born 1916 MO & died 8 Feb 1943, four 
months after their divorce, in the Sanatorium where he had been for 1 month. He is buried 
in Laurel Land-Rose Hill Memorial Park, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX, F: 101511451. -  Wife of 
Austin William (“Hon”) Seiler (24 Jan 1923 OH – 13 Aug 1998 OH, F: 241771631, resident of 
North Royalton OH at time of death). - In 1958 Austin W. & Dorothy M. Seiler lived at 10070 
Elsetta Ave. in the Parma OH city directory; Austin was a painter, at Acme Painting. - 
Resident of Cleveland OH in her stepfather Elmer’s Aug 1962 obituaries. Dorothy Seiler 
lived in North Royalton OH in 1994 when her mother Bessie died. – Buried in Hope Memorial 
Gardens, Hinckley, Medina OH. F: 241771524 

 
 
Half-sibling: by his mother Lee Caroline Henington’s 2nd marriage, to L. John Leach 

• Martha Ardell Leach Stoll Allen Savage Vandersaul Darden Smith, 15 Nov 1900 Albert, 
Gillespie TX – 17 Apr 2000 Arlington, Tarrant TX. – Online genealogies & her Find A Grave & 
newspaper accounts list several husbands.  

• She uses both the first name of “Martha” and that of “Ardell.” 
• In the 1910 census for Fort Worth, Tarrant TX, “Iredell Stoll” is age 19, living with the Seaton 

family. This census is almost impossible to read.  
• Ca. 1919 - married August Peter Michael Stoll (1896-1966, F: 80835084, son of Louis 

Michael Stoll & Margaret Billen Stoll Wenke). August Stoll was married 3 or 4 times.-   
• 1926 – Martha A. Stoll married J.C. Allen in Kaufman Co. TX on 1 Feb 1926 –  
• This appears to be Joe C. Allen, 31 Oct 1897 Sulphur Springs, Hopkins TX – 21 Jul 1951 Fort 

Worth, Tarrant TX, buried in Laurel Land-Rose Hill Memorial Park,, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX, F: 
24286706. 

• J.C. Allen petitioned for a divorce from Martha A. Allen in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX in Sep 1927. 
He was granted a divorce from her in Oct 1928. But – Martha A. Allen is reported in the 
newspaper to have requested a divorce from J.C. Allen, granted to her in Dec 1928. 

• In the 1930 census for Fort Worth, Tarrant TX, conducted 4 Apr 1930, living at 1321 W. 
Broadway: 

• Ardell Allen, 29 TX, father b. OH, mother b. TX, divorced 
• George W. Seaton, 18 TX, father b. OH, mother b. TX, single, laborer, odd jobs [brother – 

that is, half-brother] 
• As of 1936 – She was listed as Ardell Savage in Jun 1936. She had married Clarence Savage. 

In 1940 census claimed to be born circa 1905 in TX. Is this him? Born 3 Jul 1901 Little Rock, 
Pulaski AR & died 15 Oct 1979 in Quemado, Maverick TX, son of William Jackson Savage & 
Lillie Estell Gray, buried in Quemado Cemetery, Quemado, Maverick TX, F: 79316490. This 
date matches his WWII draft registration on 16 Feb 1942, when he was a resident of Fort 
Worth, Tarrant TX, unemplyed. 

• In Jun 1936, Ardell & Clarence Savage & her half-brother G.W. Seaton are arrested on 
narcotics charges in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. Clarence Savage’s name appears in the Fort 
Worth TX newspaper several times for narcotics arrests. 
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• In the 1940 census for Fort Worth, Tarrant TX, conducted 17 Apr 1940, living in the same 
place in 1935:  

• Clarence Savage, 35 TX, no occupation 
• Ardell Savage, 34 TX, owner/manager, beer tavern 
• Ray Vandersaul, 17 TX, new worker [nephew – son of her stepsister Marie Seaton] 
• Lee C. Darden, 5 TX [nephew – son of her stepsister Marie Seaton & her husband William 

Darden, who will become Ardell’s husband] 
• In Jul 1942, a divorce from Clarence Savage was granted to Ardell Savage in Fort Worth, 

Tarrant TX. 
• Married to William Lloyd Darden (8 Mar 1901 Palmer, Ellis TX – 7 Feb 1975 Fort Worth, 

Tarrant TX, buried in Emerald Hills Memorial Park, Kennedale, Tarrant TX, F: 176315561). 
William had been previously married to Marie Mae Seaton (1900-1938, F: 191191920). 
William’s 1st marriage causes confusion in online family trees, as Marie Seaton’s father was 
the same George Washington Seaton who married Martha Ardell Leach’s mother Lee 
Henington. Marie Seaton Darden’s mother (wife of George W. Seaton) was Ella Bradley.  

• William & Marie (Seaton) Darden had 2 sons: Johnny Clay Darden (1935-1962, F: 43866447) 
& Lee Carroll Darden. Johnny & Lee have criminal careers; Johnny is murdered 25 Aug 1962. 
“Ardell” is mentioned in their obituaries as “mother” or “foster mother” along with her 
husband Ray Alexander Smith.  

• Mary Ardell Darden was the daughter of William Darden & Marie (Seaton), born 2 Sep 1938 
& died 5 Sep 1938. Since Mary’s mother Marie died 4 Sep 1938, a day before her newborn 
daughter, it can be presumed that Marie’s death was due to childbirth complications. Infant 
Mary Darden was buried in Greenwood Memorial Park and Mausoleum, Fort Worth, Tarrant 
TX, F: 191193415. 

• On 21 Jul 1922 (not 1920 as on his Find A Grave record) in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX, according 
to his TX birth record, Raymond Arthur Vandersaul was born to Ray Vandersaul & Marie Mae 
--- [surname missing]. His parents were not married. His father, listed as Ray 
VANDERSOUAL, age 36, is “in Mexia [TX] at last report.” He was employed as an oil well 
driller. His birthplace was “possibly New York State.” In the space for the mother’s name is 
written “1925 St. Louis” and in the space for residence is written “Marie May ---.” 
Raymond’s mother was age 22, he was her 1st child & she now had 1 living child.   -  
Raymond at age 30 began a 7-year sentence in the TX Penitentiary for “forgery & passing.” 
He was discharged from prison on 14 Aug 1958 to join the Army. – Ray used the alias “Ray 
Savage.” - Raymond died 9 Oct 1991 in Tarrant Co. TX & is buried in Holly Hills Memorial 
Park, Granbury, Hood TX, F: 32666684. Raymond would also be raised by Martha Ardell 
Leach & her husband, Ray Alexander Smith. – Raymond’s obituary lists Lee Darden of 
Arlington TX as a surviving brother & Ardell Smith of River Oaks TX as his surviving mother. – 
So the claim that Martha Ardell was married to Ray Vandersaul was presumed from her 
“foster” son Raymond, and she is confused with William Darden’s 1st wife (her stepsister 
Marie Seaton).  

• In the 1950 census for Johnson Co. TX, conducted 6 Apr 1950, having reverted to her 
maiden surname: 

• Ardell Leach, 49 TX, divorced, farmer, farm [head of household] 
• Ray Leach, 28 TX, farm helper, farm [nephew – this is likely Raymond Vandersaul] 
• Lee Carroll Leach, 15 TX, farm helper, farm [nephew – this is likely Lee Carroll Darden] 
• Johnny Clay Leach, 14 TX, farm helper, farm [nephew – this is likely Johnny Clay Darden] 
• Lee Seaton, 74 TX, widow, unemployed [mother] 
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• 1952 – Divorced R.A. (Joe) – Ray Alexander - Smith in Jul 1952 in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. This 
appears to be the result of her 1st marriage to Ray Smith. 

• 1959 – With the name Mrs. Martha Ardell Leach, she obtained a marriage license in Fort 
Worth, Tarrant TX in Sep 1959 with Ray Alexander (Joe/Jody) Smith. They married 23 Sep 
1959 in Tarrant Co. TX. 

• Buried as Ray Alex Smith, b. 30 Oct 1903 TX, died 15 Jun 1966 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX, son of 
Edwin Smith & Letitita Beet, buried in Greenwood Memorial Park & Mausoleum, Fort Worth, 
Tarrant TX, F: 305943480.jr 

• 1978 - Listed as Mrs. Ardell Smith of Fort Worth TX in Jul 1978 when her half-sister Ida died.  
• Buried in Greenwood Memorial Park & Mausoleum, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. Grave has no 

headstone. F: 41778026 
 
Half-siblings: by his mother Lee Caroline Henington’s 3rd marriage, to George Washington Seaton 
(Sr.) 

• George Washington Seaton, Jr., 27 Jun 1911 Milan Co. TX – 1 Nov 1960 Fort Worth, Tarrant 
TX. - Husband of Alta Collier (1919-2009, F: 38025093). – Both George Jr. & Alta are buried in 
Cundiff Cemetery, Cundiff, Jack Co. TX. F: 34600108 

• Ada Lee Seaton Johnson, 11 Feb 1913 Wise Co. TX (Find A Grave, also found as Clarksville, 
Red River TX) – 4 Jul 1978 Fort Worth, Tarrant Co. TX. - Wife of Horace Hobson Johnson 
(1906-1975, F: 41782530). - Buried in Moore Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Arlington, 
Tarrant TX. F: 41782613 

 
Notes: 
 
Elmer was born the year his father died.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Record-Telegram” 25 Feb 1918 p 1 – there are 63 American soldiers who survived 
the Tuscania who are in hospitals in Ireland due to injuries or exposure. One of the soldiers at 
Londonderry, Ireland, is Elmer Holden of Fort Worth.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 30 Aug 1962 p 17 & 1 Sep 1962 p 18 (copied above) – Elmer T. 
Holden, age 66, resident of 6735 Tabor Rd./Dr., Richland Hills TX, died in a Fort Worth TX clinic after 
suffering a heart attack at his home. Born in Cameron Co. TX, had lived in Fort Worth since 1917. 
Retired employee of the Railway Express Agency. Survived by his wife [unnamed], 2 daughters [i.e. 
stepdaughters] Mrs. Olivia Linn (Fort Worth TX) & Mrs. A.W. Seiler (Cleveland OH), 3 grandchildren, 
2 sisters, Mrs. Ardell Smith & Mrs. Ada Lee Johnson, both of Forth Worth TX. 
 
TX death certificate – Elmer T. Holden, d. 29 Aug 1962, dead on arrival at Medical Surgical Clinic. 
Resident of 6735 Tabor Dr., North Richland Hills TX. Married. Born 11 Mar 1896 Cameron Co. TX. 
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Died at age 66. Retired expressman for Railway Express. Son of John Holden & Lee Hennington. 
WWI veteran. SSN 466-07-8505. Died of a myocardial infarction & coronary thrombosis, of 1-hour 
duration each. Informant: Mrs. E.T. Holden. Buried in Moore’s Memorial Garden, Arlington TX on 1 
Sep 1962. 
 
Social Security number: 466-07-8505 
 
Censuses: 
 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 5, Milam Co. TX – conducted 22 Jun 1900  - Elmer living with maternal 
grandparents on same page as his mother married to L. John (Tom) Leach 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4118534_00106?usePUB=true&
usePUBJs=true&pId=54382215

 
Pleman Herrington [sic], 49 MS, Jul 1850, parents b. MS, married 23 years, farmer 
Martha, 48 LA, Apr 1852, father b. GA, mother b. LA, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living 
& their children: 
Hallie, 17 TX, Oct 1882 [daughter] 
Frank, 15 TX, Mar 1885 [son] 
Jessie, 12 TX, Dec 1887, at school [son] 
Love, 9 TX, Jul 1890, at school [daughter] 
Chas., 7 TX, Mar 1893, at school [son] 
& grandson: 
Elmer Holden, 4 TX, Mar 1896, father b. MS, mother b. TX 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 1, Dawson Co. TX – conducted 23 Apr 1910 
Plemon I. Hennington, 59 MS, parents b. MS, in 1st marriage, farmer, general farm 
Mattie H., 59 LA, father b. GA, mother b. LA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living 
And their children: 
Hallie D., 28 TX 
Jessie P., 22 TX 
Viola D., 19 TX 
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Charley C., 17 TX 
And grandchildren: 
Elmer P. Holden, 14 TX, father b. US, mother b. TX [grandson] 
Inez T. Holden, 6 TX, father b. US, mother b. TX [granddaughter] – On her TX death certificate, Inez 
Thelma Henington Flory (Mrs. James Elmer Flory, 1904 TX – 1979 TX, F: 28308636) is listed as the 
daughter of Hallie Henington. Elmer’s father was dead & could not have fathered Inez.  
 
1920 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX – Calhoune - undated 
This census is barely legible so the indexed version of names is: 
Berton, 44 
Harden Berton, 23, father b. AR, mother b. TX 
Iredell Stoll, 19 [Martha Ardell Leach Stoll] 
G.W. Deaton, 8 [George Washington Seaton] 
Ada Deaton, 6 [Ada Seaton] 
 
1930 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX – 1032 E. Cannon St. – conducted 16 Apr 1930 
Elmer T. Holden, 34 TX, father b. US, mother b. TX, age 29 at 1st marriage, transfer clerk, railway 
express, WWI veteran 
Bessie Holden, 27 TX, father b. TN, mother b. TX, age 22 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Olivia Sams, 10 TX, parents b. TX [stepdaughter] 
Dorothy M. Sams, 8 TX, parents b. TX [stepdaughter] 
Lee Seaton, 54 TX, widow, father b. TN, mother b. TX, hand ironer, laundry [mother] 
 
1940 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX – 2360  - same place (Tarrant Co. TX) in 1935 – conducted 13 pr 1940 
Elmer F. Holden, 44 TX, truck driver, W.P.A. 
Bessie Holden, 37 TX [wife] 
Olivia Sams, 20 TX, waitress, café [stepdaughter] 
 
1950 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX – 2360 Evans Ave. – undated 
Elmer T. Holden, 54 TX, no occupation 
Bessie L., 47 TX, power machine operator, furniture factory 
 


