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TUSCANIA 

 

Hernandez, Miguel (Sr.) 
1889 TX – 1965 TX 

    
 

 
Veteran headstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_12_00019-
02977?queryId=e6f17580-c421-4667-89b7-

35d4530f7a5e&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17603&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3
069754 
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TX death certificate - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062676-

00697?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=23053304  
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Laredo TX 

 



4 
 

 

 
 

Translation (from Google translation): Funeral of Mr. Miguel Hernandez, resident of Laredo 
Funeral services for Mr. Miguel Hernandez, age 76, were held last Saturday at the Jackson Funeral 

Chapel with religious rites at St. Agustin Church and burial at the Catholic cemetery. 
Hernandez was a painter by trade – having retired from the profession due to age and illness – a 
native of Laredo residing at 1612 Zaragoza Street, who passed away on Friday the 30th at Mercy 

Hospital. 
Sponsors (pallbearers?) of the funeral were these men: Santiago De Leon [comma missing?] 

Raymond M. Brown, Alberto Cueliar, Jorge Flores, Alejando Cuellar and Willie Martinez.  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/27210306 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-

CS1G-93QG-F?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8X-
RD3V&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/27210306
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TX, WWI service record – https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-7SMW-

7?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
6B91&action=view&cc=2202707&lang=en 
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Life 
 

 

 
Laredo TX 

 



8 
 

 

 
 
 



9 
 

 



10 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 



11 
 

 

 
 



12 
 

 

 
 
 



13 
 

 

 
 
 



14 
 

 

 
“Laredo (TX) Weekly Times” Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 7 
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 Laredo T 
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Wife Elisa Guerra 
 

 
Find A Grave 120476939 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/4264581?tid=&pid=&queryId=c7a4fe
0c-95e5-4189-94df-07edae1f0bd0&_phsrc=iKj17701&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061479-

01260?queryId=b234aa9f-20b0-43f2-831f-
b5cf0c397ac8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17685&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=10

5834449 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/4264581?tid=&pid=&queryId=c7a4fe0c-95e5-4189-94df-07edae1f0bd0&_phsrc=iKj17701&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/4264581?tid=&pid=&queryId=c7a4fe0c-95e5-4189-94df-07edae1f0bd0&_phsrc=iKj17701&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061479-01260?queryId=b234aa9f-20b0-43f2-831f-b5cf0c397ac8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17685&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=105834449
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061479-01260?queryId=b234aa9f-20b0-43f2-831f-b5cf0c397ac8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17685&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=105834449
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061479-01260?queryId=b234aa9f-20b0-43f2-831f-b5cf0c397ac8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17685&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=105834449
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061479-01260?queryId=b234aa9f-20b0-43f2-831f-b5cf0c397ac8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17685&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=105834449
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Wife Francisca Rendon 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/41872141?tid=&pid=&queryId=4df3

113e-783b-4979-95b6-dbe782eff412&_phsrc=iKj17645&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/41872141?tid=&pid=&queryId=4df3113e-783b-4979-95b6-dbe782eff412&_phsrc=iKj17645&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/41872141?tid=&pid=&queryId=4df3113e-783b-4979-95b6-dbe782eff412&_phsrc=iKj17645&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/2909825 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/2909825
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Child 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061405-
04777?queryId=33d8c70f-127c-43c7-9a5f-

0f31a5d9d2b8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17659&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1
589790 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/190434339/person/432479897052/facts 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60873/images/40657_541739-

01346?treeid=190434339&personid=432479897052&queryId=117ab352-a15c-4d04-9a8a-
b9fed3f652a3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17671&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=90

0492008 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60873/images/40657_541739-01346?treeid=190434339&personid=432479897052&queryId=117ab352-a15c-4d04-9a8a-b9fed3f652a3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17671&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=900492008
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60873/images/40657_541739-01346?treeid=190434339&personid=432479897052&queryId=117ab352-a15c-4d04-9a8a-b9fed3f652a3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17671&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=900492008
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60873/images/40657_541739-01346?treeid=190434339&personid=432479897052&queryId=117ab352-a15c-4d04-9a8a-b9fed3f652a3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17671&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=900492008
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60873/images/40657_541739-01346?treeid=190434339&personid=432479897052&queryId=117ab352-a15c-4d04-9a8a-b9fed3f652a3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17671&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=900492008
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sandiegouniontribune/name/mary-hernandez-
obituary?id=19799662 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/113596089/person/252594346046/media/27e8b6cc-084f-47fe-829b-

30a19196d919?queryId=62721c09-2682-4209-a2ff-
c5d3c5088604&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=iKj17662&_phstart=suc

cessSource 
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 Chula Vista CA 
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Mother 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062814-

00029?queryId=0c82d802-3028-4b8e-9ca9-
c6140382b8af&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17608&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3

8270 
His mother Justina Gonzalez Hernandez’s TX death certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061908-
02007?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB14205&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2290927
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Sibling 
 
 

 
Obituary of Valentin Hernandez – “Corpus Christi (TX) Caller-Times” 18 Oct 1970 p 14 

 

 
Laredo TX 
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Translation: The boy Santos Gonzalez was confirmed on Sunday, with Mr. Valentin Hernandez 
acting as his sponsor. Miguel Hernandez Jr. was also confirmed, with Mr. Ramon Gonzalez acting 
as his sponsor. A party took place at the home of the children who had received the sacrament, in 

the Juarez neighborhood at 1503 Lincoln Street.  
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WWI draft registration - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005153656_03526?pId=156785
78 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005153656_03526?pId=15678578
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005153656_03526?pId=15678578
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062814-

00029?pId=38270 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062193-
01666?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=22506443 
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1612 Zaragosa Street, Laredo TX – 3 blocks north of the Rio Grande River (U.S.-Mexico border). Built 
in according to Realtor.com. Miguel’s home in the 1940 census (and in 1935) and at the time of his 

death in Jul 1965. 
 

https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/1612-Zaragoza-
St_Laredo_TX_78040_M78171-64108 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name:  Miguel Hernandez (Sr.) 
Name variations:  Hermandez, Hernandes 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,460 
Entered service from: Laredo, Webb TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Miguel Hernandez 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Justin V. Hernandez, Laredo TX [father was Felipe, mother was 
Justina]  
Returned from war on:  "Mount Vernon" Mar/Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as:  Miguel Hernandez 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Justina Hernandez, 1507 Grant St., Laredo TX (PFC, 
104th Inf.) 
 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Miguel Hernandez - b. 8 May 1889 Laredo TX; res: 1506 
Grant St., Laredo TX. Single. Painter for R.A. Bigdon, Laredo TX. Has dependent mother. Race: 
Spanish-American. Tall & slender.  
 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Miguel Hernandez - b. 8 May 1889 Laredo TX; res: 1612 
Zaragosa St., Laredo, Webb TX. NOK Mrs. Francisca Rendon Hernandez, same address.Employged 
by Quartermaster, Fort McIntosh, Laredo, Webb TX. “scars from small pox” Height: 5’5” – weight: 
140 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 21 Apr 1919 
Address:  1510 Hidalgo St., Laredo TX 
Rank/unit:  private, Pion Co HQ, 104th Infantry, 26nd Division 
 
TX, WWI Military Record 
Miguel Hernandez, serial 251460, resident of Laredo, Webb TX. Inducted into Army at Laredo TX on 
19 Sep 1917 at age 28. Born Laredo TX. In 165th Depot Brigade to 29 Mar 1918; in HQ Co., 104th 
Infantry to discharge. Promoted to private 1st class 1 Dec 1918. Overseas 23 Jan 1918 to 4 Apr 1919. 
Discharged 21 Apr 1919. 0% disabled. 
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Birth & death: 
Born: 8 May 1889 Laredo TX (28 years old as of 19 Sep 1917 - TX military records)  
Died: 30 Jul 1965 Laredo, Webb TX   
Find A Grave record:  193218591, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location:  Laredo, Webb TX 
Cemetery:  Calvary Catholic 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Felipe Hernandez, b. Mexico 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Justina Gonzalez Hernandez, 1867 Brownsville, Cameron TX – 2 Nov 1923 Laredo, Webb 
TX.  
Daughter of Francisco Gonzalez & Felipa Hernandez.  
TX death certificate (copied above): died at age 56 of uremia, widow, daughter, parents b. Mexico, 
informant: Valentine Hernandez, Laredo TX.  
Buried in Laredo City Cemetery, Laredo, Webb TX.  
Find A Grave:  50243204 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Elisa Guerra Hernandez Carvajal Samarron Leos, 1898 TX – Jan 1980 San Diego Co. CA. 
 
Married to Miguel Hernandez. Their son was Miguel Hernandez Jr. 
 
Wife of Mr. Inez White Samarron Jr., 22 Jul 1897 San Angelo, Tom Green Co. TX – 17 Aug 1978 
Dallas, Dallas TX. F: F: 198948039. Son Fred Charles Guerra Samarron (1922-2009) on her Find A 
Grave record. 
 
Wife of Roy Herrera Carvajal (7 Apr 1893 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 16 Apr 1940 Bexar Co. TX). F: 
473477. Elisa shares her tombstone with their daughter, Juanita Hope (Esperanza) Carvajal 
Montalvo (1923-1996).  
 
In the 1950 census for San Diego, San Diego CA, Elisa G. Leos, 51 TX, widow, was a shirt finisher at 
a laundry. Also in her household was her son Mike, with Leos apparently his surname, age 32 TX, 
never married, a mail sorter for the Post Office. This census was conducted 6 Apr 1950; they 
resided at 2550 “G” St. 
 
In the 1950 San Diego CA city directory, Elisa Leos, residing at 1550 “G,” was a laundry worker at 
the New French Lady Laundry & Dry Cleaners.  
 
Died with surname Leos.  Buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, San Diego, San Diego CA. 
Find A Grave: 120476939 
 
Spouse: Francisca Rendon Hernandez, 11 Dec 1904 Laredo, Webb TX – 28 Oct 1991 Grayson Co. 
TX.   
Daughter of Sebastian Rendon (19 Jan 1845 Mexico – 20 Apr 1910 Laredo, Webb TX, F: 214401615) 
& Tomasa (Tomasita) Martinez (1860 Mexico – 23 Jul 1934 Laredo, Webb TX, F: 214401971, both 
buried in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Laredo, Webb TX. 
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Listed as Francesca in 1940 census & as Francisca Rendon Hernandez on Miguel’s 1942 WWII draft 
card.  
Francisca R. Hernandez is the informant on his 1965 TX death certificate.  
 
In the 1930 census for Laredo, Webb TX, conducted 17 Apr 1930, residing at 1612 Zaragoza St.: 
Tomasa Rendon, 70 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, widow, age 18 at 1st marriage [head of household] 
Ignacio, 50 TX, father b. TX, mother b. Mexico, married, age 35 at 1st marriage, laborer, wholesale 
grocery [son] 
Rafaela, 48 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, married, age 35 at 1st marriage [daughter-in-law] 
Sebastia, 42 TX, father b. TX, mother b. Mexico, single, laborer, railroad company [son] 
Francisca, 23 TX, father b. TX, mother b. Mexico, single [daughter] 
Maria, 5 TX, father b. TX, mother b. Mexico [granddaughter] 
Catalina Gonzalez, 4 (?), father b. T, mother b. Mexico, married, age 31 at 1st marriage [daughter] 
Raul Gonzalez, 15 TX, father b. TX, mother b. Mexico [grandson] 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Child: by Elisa GuerraThe use of the suffix “Senior” on Miguel’s TX death certificate would seem to 
confirm that he had a son, Miguel Hernandez, Jr.   

• Miguel Ciriaco Hernandez Jr., aka Michael A. Hernandez (name on his veteran tombstone), 
8 Aug 1917 Laredo, Webb TX – 26 Dec 1976 San Diego, San Diego CA. - On his TX birth 
certificate, Miguel Ciriaco is the son of Miguel G. Hernandez (age 28) & Luisa L. Guerra (age 
19), residents of 1413 Benavides St., both born in Laredo TX. Miguel is a painter & Luisa is a 
servant. Miguel Jr. was Luisa’s 1st child, with 1 now living.  – Served as a private 1st class in 
the US Army in WWII. – Lived with his mother Elisa Leos, listed as Mike Leos, age 32 TX, 
never married, a mail sorter at the Post Office, as of 6 Apr 1950. - Listed as Miguel 
Hernandez Jr. of Chula Vista CA in Miguel Sr.’s Jul 1965 obituary.  – Miguel Jr. was survived 
by his wife Mary. He had married Maria Chacon-Navarro on 4 Nov 1950 in San Diego Co. 
CA. Maria (ca. 1925 NM – 12 Feb 2012 San Diego, San Diego CA) had married Charles 
Provencio (Charlie) Navarro on 7 Jun 1942 in Maricopa Co. AZ. Mary was the daughter of 
Petronido (Pete) Macsimo Garcia Chacon (1856-1941, F: 104035178) & Maria Severita 
(Severa) Velarde-Mora (1892-1972, F: 190741984). - Buried in Fort Rosecrans National 
Cemetery, San Diego, San Diego CA. F: 3406185.  

 
Sibling:  

• Valentin V. Hernandez, 16 Oct 1887 Laredo, Webb TX – 16 Oct 1970 Laredo, Webb TX (in 
Mercy Hospital). - Valentin was notified that Miguel had survived the Tuscania. ied 16 Oct 
1970 in Laredo, Webb TX at Mercy Hospital. - His parents are listed on his TX death 
certificate (copied above) as Felipe Hernandez & Justina Gonzalez, the same parents as 
Miguel. - In 1918 Valentin was operating the Economy Grocery Store in Laredo; ads are also 
found in 1919. He sold this store to B.G. Salinas in May 1919.  - On his WWII draft card 
(1942) Valentin lived at 1311 Farragut St., Laredo TX, NOK was Miss Amelia Hernandez of 
the same address & he was owner of Valentin’s Market, 1012 ½ Hidalgo St., Laredo TX. He 
was a retired restaurant operator at the time of his death. - Husband of Aurora Moreno 
(1893-1940, F: 181352431, buried with Valentin) whom he married in Laredo, Webb TX on 6 
Aug 1910. – He is buried in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Laredo, Webb TX, as is Miguel. F: 
177834343 

 



42 
 

 

Notes: 
Although Miguel’s occupation is usually listed as painter, he operated the El Fenix Panaderia in Oct 
1927 & had opened the Felix Bakery after the war, at Hidalgo & San Agustin Avenue. A newspaper 
article identifies him as a “Tuscania” survivor & explains he specializes in (and sometimes 
exclusively in) Mexican food. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Laredo (TX) Weekly Times” 26 Aug 1917 p 10 – draft registrants include serial 1068, registrant 
order 1063 Miguel Hernandez 
 
“Laredo (TX) Weekly Times” 2 Sep 1917 p 8 – among those accepted by the exemption board  
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – among the survivors: Miguel Hernandez of 
Laredo 
 
"Laredo (TX) Weekly Times" 17 Feb 1918 p 7 – Valentin V. Hernandez, of the Economy Grocery 
Store, Laredo, received a telegram 16 Feb 1918 from the Adjutant General that Miguel Hernandez 
was saved. [copied above]  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
TX death record: Miguel Hernandez Sr., resident of 1612 Zaragoza St., Laredo TX. Dead on arrival at 
Mercy Hospital, Laredo, Webb TX on 30 Jul 1965. Died at age 76 years, 2 months, 22 days. Married. 
Retired painter, construction. Veteran of WWI. SSN 459-07-8226. Lived entire life in Laredo TX. 
Born 8 May 1889 Laredo TX. Informant: Francisca R. Hernandez. Died of hypertensive heart 
disease, which he had since 1957. Buried in Catholic Cemetery, Laredo TX on 31 Jul 1965. 
 
Social Security number: 459-07-8226 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 cannot locate Miguel 
 
1910 Laredo, Webb TX – 1415 Davis Ave. – his mother & brother – conducted 23 Apr 1910 
Valentin Hernandez, 23 TX, single, parents b. Mexico, salesman, groceries [head of household] 
Justinia G. Hernandez, 48 Mexico, widow, parents b. Mexico, gave birth to 4 children, 2 are living 
[mother] 
 
1920 Laredo, Webb TX – 1516 Coke St. – conducted 17 Jan 1920 
Miguel Hernandez, 31 TX, single, parents b. Mexico, painter, shop [head of household] 
Justina, 51 Mexico, widowed, parents b. Mexico [mother] 
 
1930 Laredo, Webb TX – 1020 Salinas Ave.- conducted 3 Apr 1930 
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Miguel Hernandez, 40 TX, single, parents b. Mexico, painter, says not a veteran 
 
1940 Laredo, Webb TX – 1612 Zaragoza St. – same house in 1935 – conducted 11 May 1940 
Miguel Hernandez, 51 TX, painter, houses 
Francesca, 33 TX 
 
1950 Laredo, Webb TX – 1612 Zaragoza St. – conducted 12 Apr 1950 
Miguel Hernandez, 60 TX, house painter, water & boundary comm., US government 
Francisca, 44 TX 
 


