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 TUSCANIA 

  

Herman, John Ignatz / Herman, John Ignatius  
1892 IL – 1963 IL 

 

The Herman brothers – Otto George (back left), James A. (Joachim) (back right), Daniel 
Robert (front left, killed in WWI), John Ignatz (front right) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/176230647/person/212284110622/media/0830cc15-e13e-

4649-88b6-e9ddb4793d00?queryId=1e2b3f8a-0ad7-4137-96e1-
990ef0050f91&searchContextTreeId=53686498&searchContextPersonId=320022951586&

_phsrc=iKj17300&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/176230647/person/212284110622/media/0830cc15-e13e-4649-88b6-e9ddb4793d00?queryId=1e2b3f8a-0ad7-4137-96e1-990ef0050f91&searchContextTreeId=53686498&searchContextPersonId=320022951586&_phsrc=iKj17300&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/176230647/person/212284110622/media/0830cc15-e13e-4649-88b6-e9ddb4793d00?queryId=1e2b3f8a-0ad7-4137-96e1-990ef0050f91&searchContextTreeId=53686498&searchContextPersonId=320022951586&_phsrc=iKj17300&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/176230647/person/212284110622/media/0830cc15-e13e-4649-88b6-e9ddb4793d00?queryId=1e2b3f8a-0ad7-4137-96e1-990ef0050f91&searchContextTreeId=53686498&searchContextPersonId=320022951586&_phsrc=iKj17300&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/176230647/person/212284110622/media/0830cc15-e13e-4649-88b6-e9ddb4793d00?queryId=1e2b3f8a-0ad7-4137-96e1-990ef0050f91&searchContextTreeId=53686498&searchContextPersonId=320022951586&_phsrc=iKj17300&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/176230647/person/212284110622/media/0830cc15-e13e-4649-88b6-e9ddb4793d00?queryId=1e2b3f8a-0ad7-4137-96e1-990ef0050f91&searchContextTreeId=53686498&searchContextPersonId=320022951586&_phsrc=iKj17300&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/176230647/person/212284110622/media/56c634d9-8ba3-

44f9-a7ed-339c8ecec83b?queryId=50318ca7-1011-4eb7-9c3b-
deed526230fc&searchContextTreeId=53686498&searchContextPersonId=320022951586

&_phsrc=iKj17301&_phstart=successSource 
Since this photo seems to have been taken post-WWI, there would have been only 7 

surviving siblings, so there are some “extra” people in this photo 
 

          



3 
 

 

 
 

Find A Grave 44899114 
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Veteran headstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_09_00002-
01674?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2901886 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_09_00002-01674?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2901886
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_09_00002-01674?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2901886
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/27161783 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/27161783
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Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-S7JQ-
4?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPT9-

8XG6&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

 

 
The 1920 census for Olney, Richland Co. IL was conducted by enumerator John Herman, 

who appears on this page, on the 29th, 30th & 31st days of Jan 1920 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4300576_00772?pId=1

09592916 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4300576_00772?pId=109592916
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4300576_00772?pId=109592916
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 Olney IL 
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 Olney IL 
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Olney, Richland Co. IL - 
https://www.google.com/search?q=olney+illinois&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS907US907&oq=oln
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ey+illinois&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyBwgBEC4YgA
QyBwgCEAAYgAQyBwgDEAAYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyBwgFEAAYgAQyBwgGEAAYgAQyBwgH
EAAYgAQyBwgIEAAYgAQyDQgJEC4YrwEYxwEYgATSAQkzNzg1ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBQTJwy

sfPumj&sourceid=chrome&source=chrome.rb&ie=UTF-8 
 
 

 
Life 

 

 

 
“Olney (IL) Advocate” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 5 
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 Olney IL 
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John wrote from Morn [not Horn] Hill Camp in England – about the Tuscania: “I was on the 

Tuscania when she was struck by the torpedo, but I got through all right.” – “Olney (IL) Daily 
Mail” 13 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Olney (IL) Daily Mail” 5 Apr 1918 p 2 
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“Olney (IL) Advocate” Thursday 25 Jul 1918 p 4 

 

 
From dead to well – “Olney (IL) Times” Thursday 10 Oct 1918 p 1 
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“Olney (IL) Advocate” 1 May 1919 p 8 
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Olney IL 
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 Olney IL 
 
 
 

 
Fight for compensation takes 2 years, rewarded with back compensation & monthly 

amount - “Olney (IL) Daily Mail” 10 Jul 1922 p 1 
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Olney IL 
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Father 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/176230647/person/212284110622/media/0b79a45a-8b4d-

48e7-92d1-17acab2be676?queryId=31e8cef8-af14-4896-a01c-
e8a124cf77cb&searchContextTreeId=53686498&searchContextPersonId=320022951586

&_phsrc=iKj17299&_phstart=successSource 
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 Olney IL 
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 Olney IL 
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 Olney IL 
 

 

 Olney IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/53686498/person/320022951586/facts 
 
 
 

 
Mother 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53686498/person/320022951586/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53686498/person/320022951586/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61370/records/225268?tid=53686498&pid
=320022951586&queryId=3da06d09-7529-408a-b5d5-

d6db11a59cff&_phsrc=iKj17302&_phstart=successSource 
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 Olney IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/109561690/person/320079297858/facts 

 

 
Siblings 
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His brother Daniel Robert Herman (1895-1918), with whom John had been farming in 

Sweden, Duval Co. TX, was killed in action in WWI 
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Olney IL 
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 Olney IL 
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 Olney IL 
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Original is missing left portion online -  
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 Olney IL 
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Find A Grave 44899058 
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Obituary of his brother Otto George Herman (1897-1991) – “Noble (IL) County Commoner” 
4 Jun 1991 p 2 
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Otto George Herman & wife Elizabeth Muhs Herman - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/109561690/person/320079297410/media/934aea61-fcc1-47a7-9857-
151fc53d401a 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/109561690/person/320079297410/media/934aea61-fcc1-47a7-9857-151fc53d401a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/109561690/person/320079297410/media/934aea61-fcc1-47a7-9857-151fc53d401a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/109561690/person/320079297410/media/934aea61-fcc1-47a7-9857-151fc53d401a


55 
 

 



56 
 

 

 Belleville IL 
 
 

 

 Belleville IL 
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 Olney IL 
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 Decatur IL 
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Brother James Adam (Joachim Adam) Herman (1899-1962)   
Olney IL 
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 Decatur IL 
 

 Olney IL 
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Olney IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/i1615095-
00648?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=65434818 – son’s IN death certificate –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/8977926/person/25562645457/media/0892e957-5a04-42a7-9bcb-
a15974f62ab7 
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 Olney IL 
 
Sister Florence C. Herman (1902-1954) 
 



70 
 

 

 
 

 
 



71 
 

 

 

Brother Lawrence Adam Herman (1902/1903-1962)  Olney IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44008_05_00115-
01331?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=300666528 
 

 Decatur IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/3234929 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/3234929
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 Olney IL – news of Claremont IL 

 

 Olney IL 
Brother Leo G. Herman (1905-1970) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1970_00034882-
06738?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=110516742 
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 Olney IL 
 
 



78 
 

 

 

 Olney IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61370/records/901365144 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44008_05_00115-
01346?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=300666535 
 



82 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



83 
 

 

 

 Noble IL 
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Vincennes IN 
Brother Carl Henry Herman (1909-1987) 
 
 

 Decatur IL 
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 WWII draft registrations – Olney IL 
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 Olney IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351886-
01306?treeid=42115456&personid=29569166332&queryId=6d1c473d-7336-47be-9f86-
e48a105a023d&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj17368&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=tru
e&pId=2082056 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44008_05_00115-
00767?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=300666303 
 
 

 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  John Ignatz/Ignatius Herman 
Name variations:  His surname & that of family frequently appears as HERMANN. 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 23rd Inf. Co. D - private 
Serial number:  251,452 
Entered service from: Olney, Richland IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John I. Herman 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Philip Herman,  Anley [sic/Olney] IL  
Returned from war on:  "Leviathan" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John I. Herman 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Philip Herman, Olney IL (pvt, Camp Grant Det., 337th 
Inf.)  
 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as John Herman - b. 18 Oct 1892 Pass Port IL; res: 
Sweden, Duval TX. Single. Farmer for my self in Sweden TX. Medium height, slender build. 
 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Ignatz Herman - b. 18 Oct 1892 Clay Co. IL; res: 
RFD 1, Olney, Richland KS. NOK Mr. Otto Herman, same address. Self-employed at 
residence address. Height: 5’9 ½” – weight: 145 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 26 Apr 1919 
Address:  Olney IL 
Rank/unit:  private, 337th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 18 Oct 1892 Pixley Township, Ingraham, Clay IL (WWI draft card: Passport, Richland 
IL)  
Died: 30 Jul 1963 Richland Co. IL  
Find A Grave record:  44899114, presence on Tuscania noted in flower  
Burial location: Olney, Richland IL 
Cemetery:  St. Joseph’s 
Tombstone:  on tombstone: Pvt. Co. D 23 Inf.  
 
Father:  Phillip George Herman, 14 Jun 1864 Germany (reported as Silesia & Bavaria) - 11 Aug 1944 
Olney, Richland IL.  
Son of George Herrman & Anna (Annie) V. Amend.  
First name also spelled Philip. 
Emigrated to the US when he was about 4 years old. In 1902 moved to Olney township, Richland 
Co. IL where he lived until his death.  
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Buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Olney, Richland IL on 14 Aug 1943 
Find A Grave:  44900440 
 
Mother:  Anna Veronica Iffert Herman, 6 Nov 1870 Wendelin, Clay IL – 24 Apr 1937 Richland Co. IL.  
Daughter of Ignatius Iffert & Susanna (Susan) Becker.  
Buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Olney, Richland IL, on 27 Apr 1937.  
Find A Grave:  44899034 
Parents’ marriage:  13 Oct 1891 Wendelin, Clay IL 
 
Spouse:  never married according to his obituary & 1950 census. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  John was the oldest child. 

• Daniel Robert Herman, 28 Aug 1895 Pixley, Clay IL – 2 Nov 1918 France. - He and brother 
John had been farming in Sweden, Duval TX & registered for the draft there. – Daniel was 
killed in action in WWI. His TX military record is copied above. - “Moline (IL) Dispatch” 2 Nov 
1918 p 9 – Killed in action, Sgt. Daniel R. Olney IL. – Dan was a sergeant leading his men in 
an attack on German forces in the Meuse-Argonne in France under heavy machine gun fire 
from the Germans. A machine gun bullet hit a hand grenade, which exploded, killing Dan. - 
Buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Olney, Richland IL. F: 44899058 

• Otto George Herman, 24 Dec 1897 Clay Co. IL – 29 May 1991 Olney, Richland IL. - Husband 
of Elizabeth Helen Muhs (1903-1973, F: 51053438) whom he married 24 Oct 1927 in 
Wendelin, Clay IL. - Farmer, survived by 4 sons & 5 daughters, preceded in death by 
parents, 6 brothers, 1 sister. – Last one of the siblings to die. - Buried in St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery, Olney, Richland IL. F: 54314749 

• Joachim Adam / James Adam Herman, 19 Dec 1899 Clay Co. IL – 18 Sep 1962 Olney, 
Richland IL. - Appears as “Johnelinn” in the 1910 census & Joachim in the 1920 census. – In 
earlier part of life, his name is usually found as Joachim. - Husband of Bertha Marie Kuhl 
(1906-1995, F: 54314793). – On his WWI draft registration, his name is Joachim Adam – in 
the 1930 census it is Adam J. Herman – in the 1940 census he is James A. Herman – on his 
WWII draft registration he is James Adam Herman. - Buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Olney, 
Richland IL. F: 44899088 

• Florence Clara Herman, 7 May 1902 Olney, Richland IL – 15 Jul 1954 Olney, Richland IL. - 
She is reported as the same age as her brother Lawrence in the  1920 census but 2 years 
older in the 1910 census. – Unable to locate her Social Security records. - Buried in St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery, Olney, Richland IL. F; 44899077 

• Lawrence Adam Herman, 7 May 1903 Richland Co. IL – 15 Nov 1962 Olney, Richland IL. - He 
is reported as the same age as his sister Florence in the 1920 censuses, but 2 years younger 
in the 1910 census. - Husband of Frances Aileen Shafer (1903-1976, F: 80968924) whom he 
married 1 Jan 1934 in Gibson Co. IN. - Buried in Crest Haven Memorial Park, Claremont, 
Richland IL. F: 44733478 

• Leo Gregory/Georgy Herman, 7 Jun 1905 Richland Co. IL – 1 Sep 1970 St. Louis, St. Louis 
City MO. - Husband of Dorothy Mathilda Seesengood (1904-1997, F: 54314815) whom he 
married 24 Nov 1925 in Richland Co. IL. – His WWII draft registration lists his name as Leo 
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Georgy Herman. - Among his survivors were his brothers Otto & Carl, both Olney IL 
residents. – Died during surgery in St. Louis MO, a resident of Olney, Richland IL. Cause of 
death: hemorrhage from a ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysm.  - Buried in St. Joseph’s 
Cemetery, Olney, Richland IL. F: 51053439 

• Carl Henry Herman, 3 Oct 1909 Olney, Richland IL – 31 Jan 1987 Evansville, Vanderburgh 
IN. - Served in the Army in WWII. - Husband of Una Irene Williams (1939-2009, F: 
103995133) whom he married in Vincennes IN on 10 Nov 1974. Carl was age 66 & Una age 
34, both residents of Olney, Richland IL.  - Buried in Crest Haven Memorial Park, Claremont, 
Richland IL. F: 53483254 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Rock Island (IL) Argus” 23 Jul 1918 p 1 - Pvt. John I. Herman, Olney IL, was severely wounded 1 Jul 
1918 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 343-32-5474 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Pixley, Clay IL – conducted 22 Jun 1900 
Philip Herman, 35 Germany, Jun 1864, parents b. Germany, married 8 years, farmer 
Anna, 30 IL, Jan 1870, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
John, 7 IL, Oct 1892, at school 
Daniel, 5 IL, Aug 1896 
Otto, 2, Nov 1887 
James, 6 months IL, Dec 1899 
 
1910 Olney, Richland IL - conducted 
Phillip Herman, 45 Germany, parents b. Germany, married 19 years, in 1st marriage, emigrated in 
1867, naturalized, farmer 
Anna, 40 IL, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
John I., 17 IL, laborer, home farm 
Daniel R., 14 IL 
George O., 12 IL 
Johelinn A., 10 IL 
Adam L., 6 IL 
Florence C., 6 IL 
Leo C., 4 IL 
Carl H., 1 IL 
& 2nd cousin Victora M. Ament, 18 IL, father b. Germany, mother b. IL 
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1920 Olney, Richland IL – the census enumerator for this page was John Ignatz Herman himself – 
conducted 29/30/31 Jan 1920 
Phillip G. Herman, 55 Bavaria, Germany - father b. Wurtemberg, mother b. Bavaria, emigrated 
1866, naturalized in 1873, farmer, general farm 
Anna V., 50 IL, father b. Bavaria, Germany, mother b. Prussia 
John I., 27IL 
Otto G., 22 IL 
Joachim A., 20 IL 
Florence C., 16 IL 
Lawrence A., 16 IL 
Leo G., 14 IL 
Carl H., 11 IL 
[only Phillip has an occupation listed] 
 
1930 Olney, Richland IL – conducted 28 Apr 1930 – indexed as HARMAN – conducted 28 Apr 1930 
Otto Herman, 32 IL, father b. Germany, mother b. IL, age 29 at 1st marriage, farmer, farm [head] 
Elizibeth, 26 IL, father b. IN, mother b. IL, age 24 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Bernard, 7 months IL [son] 
John Herman, 38 IL, father b. Germany, mother b. IL, single, farm laborer, WWI veteran 
 
1940 Olney, Richland IL – the 3 adults lived in rural Richland Co. in 1935, the children are listed as 
living in the same house - conducted 
John Herman, 46 IL, single, farmer [head of household] 
Otto Herman, 42 IL, farmer [brother] 
Elizabeth, 36 IL, housekeeper [wife – but that is, wife of Otto, followed by their children] 
Bernard, 10 IL 
Lucille, 9 IL 
Thresa, 7 IL 
Edna, 5 IL 
Paul, 4 IL 
Ruth, 2 IL 
 
1950 Olney, Richland IL – conducted 19 Apr 1950 
Otto G. Herman, 52 IL, farming, farm 
Elizabeth, 46 IL [wife] 
& their children: 
Lucilla, 19 IL, stenographer, Calvert Distillery Co. 
Patricia, 17 IL, waitress, soda fountain 
Edna, 15 IL, waitress, soda fountain 
Paul, 14 IL 
Ruth, 12 IL 
George, 9 IL 
Delores, 8 IL 
Freda, 6 IL 
Frank, 3 IL 
& brother John Herman, 58 IL, never married, farmer 


