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TUSCANIA 

 

Hemphill, Ora L. 
1888 KS – 1936 AR 

 
Ora L. Hemphill -https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/152773939/person/152032552764/media/9fd61ba0-ecfb-
4668-93c5-afcfad68c797?queryId=c99f9312-ecb5-4a27-bc09-

d8fb89c5c923&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=iKj16664&_phst
art=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/152773939/person/152032552764/media/9fd61ba0-ecfb-4668-93c5-afcfad68c797?queryId=c99f9312-ecb5-4a27-bc09-d8fb89c5c923&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=iKj16664&_phstart=successSource
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Ora L. Hemphill – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 17 – two different 

copies 
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“Orange and Black” (Stillwater OK) 1 May 1909 p 14 
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Veterans Administration Master Index – https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CS1G-S3NB-D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5LG-

GC2M&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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AR, Death Certificate - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00127-
02353?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=375522 
 

 

  Paragould AR 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00127-02353?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=375522
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00127-02353?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=375522
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 Fort Smith AR 
 
 
 
 

Life 
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 Chandler OK 
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List continues -  Chandler OK 
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 OK A&M now OK State University – Stillwater OK 
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 Stillwater OK 
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 Wichita KS 
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 Ardmore OK 
 
 
 

  

 Enid OK 
Oklahoma A&M is now Oklahoma State University 
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 excerpts  

 Stillwater OK 
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Newspaper was called “The Orange & Black” -  

 
 

 Stillwater OK 
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Tonkawa OK -  
 

 Blackwell OK 
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“Tonkawa (OK) News” 6 Oct 1910 p 1 

 
 

 Stillwater OK 
 
 

 Tonkawa OK 
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 Tonkawa OK 
 

 Stillwater OK 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

 

 
Little Rock AR 

 

 Little Rock AR 
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Paragould AR 
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 list continues 
 

 Little Rock AR 
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 Little Rock AR 
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List continues -  Washington DC 
 



23 
 

 

 Alva OK 
 
 



24 
 

 

 Ardmore OK 
 

 Minneapolis MN 
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“Lincoln County News” (Chandler OK) 15 Feb 1918 p 7 
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Tryon OK 

 

 Fort Smith AR 
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Conway AR 
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 Fort Smith AR 
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Paragould AR 
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 Fort Smith AR – meeting of AR state highway commission 
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 Stillwater OK 
 
 
 

 
Wife 
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 Stillwater OK 
 

 

 Stillwater OK 
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 Shawnee OK 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1961-29871-22674-
3?pId=1114073806 

 
 

 

 Stillwater OK 
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 Yale OK 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Children 
 

 

 Grand Rapids MI 
Son Otto Lertin Hemphill (1911-2004) 
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Otto Lertin Hemphill – U of AR yearbook - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/160311240/person/262097077881/media/14b14449-973a-413c-b415-8c1b9b293e14 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/467257183 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/467257183
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342211-
02946?pId=1202504728 
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Fort Smith AR 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/160311240/person/262097077881/facts 
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Knoxville TN 
Son Merle Wayne Hemphill (1912-1976) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2548/records/236597?tid=160311240&pid=262097
077882&ssrc=pt 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/26861733 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/26861733
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/236569369 
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Knoxville TN 
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  Fort Smith AR 
Daughter Garnet Pauline Hemphill King (1915-1998) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00527-
01076?pId=90628835 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/160311240/person/262097077880/facts 
 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00527-01076?pId=90628835
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00527-01076?pId=90628835
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Daughter Mary Jane Hemphill Calcote (1931-1997) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/160311240/person/262097077822/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00684-
01972?pId=91181301 
 
 
 

 
Father 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/160311240/person/262097077822/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/160311240/person/262097077822/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00684-01972?pId=91181301
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00684-01972?pId=91181301
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Norton KS -   
 
 

 
Norton KS 
 
 
 

 
Mother 
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Obituary of his mother Mary Elizabeth Mitchell Hemphill - “Lincoln County News” (Chandler OK) 

Thursday, 3 Oct 1957 p 8 
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 Oklahoma City OK 
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 Norton KS 
 
 
 

 
Siblings 

 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

Name:  Ora L. Hemphill 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Officer Reserve Corps, Casuals – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from: Tyron, Lincoln OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ora L. Hemphill 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Mrs. Iva (typed Ira, with R crossed off & V. inserted), Hemphill, Rte 
#2, Tryon OK  
Returned from war on:  "Leviathan" Jun/Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ora L. Hemphill 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  wife Mrs. Iva Hemphill, Tyron OK (captain, Administration Service 
Co. #25) 
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World War I draft registration (1917):  as Ora L. Hemphill - b. 5 Oct 1888 Calvert KS; res: 1018 E. 
10th, Little Rock AR. Married; wife. Civil engineer, Miller Butterworth Co., 621 Southern Trust Bldg., 
Little Rock AR. Claims exemption from draft due to wife. Medium height, stout build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 25 Sep 1917 
Discharged 8 Jul 1919 
Address:  2500 W. 14th St., Little Rock AR 
Rank/unit:  captain, ASC 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Oct 1888 Calvert, Norton KS  
Died: 29 Feb 1936 Big Rock township, Little Rock, Pulaski AR (at 2500 W. 14th St.]    
Find A Grave record:  93772348, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Little Rock, Pulaski AR 
Cemetery:  Roselawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Samuel Jackson Hemphill, 25 Jan 1856 IA – 10 Aug 1936 Little Rock, Pulaski AR.  
Son of James Laird Hemphill (1809-1892, F: 19364631) & Emily Willcox (1818-1905).  
Buried in Roselawn Memorial Park, Little Rock, Pulaski AR. 
Find A Grave:  46409245 
 
Mother:  Mary Elizabeth Mitchell Hemphill, 13 Jul 1862 Henderson Co. IL – 27 Sep 1957 Stillwater, 
Payne OK.  
Daughter of William Mitchell (1831-1898) & Mary Ann Babbitt (1831-1893)   
As a child, Mary moved with her parents to MO. She married in KS. Moved with her family to OK in 
1892, living most of her life in Tryon OK, except for a few years in Stillwater OK. She outlived her 
husband & both sons. Was preceded in death by 2 brothers & 5 sisters. Survived by a sister, her 
daughter-in-law Iva Hemphill of Little Rock AR & 4 grandchildren.  
Buried in Tryon Cemetery, Tryon, Lincoln OK. 
Find A Grave:  128646035 
Parents’ marriage:  15 Dec 1886 in Norton County KS. 
 
Spouse:  Iva Geoa Cotterman Hemphill, 9 or 29 Jul 1891 KS – 1 Oct 1960 Little Rock, Pulaski AR.  
Daughter of Luther Cotterman & Huldha Jane Ridenour.  
Teacher: “Stillwater (OK) Democrat” 5 Aug 1909 p 5 – the 6-month winter term of Fair View School 
District 29, which began 4 Oct 1909, will be taught by Iva Cotterman of Stillwater OK.  
Buried in Roselawn Memorial Park, Little Rock, Pulaski AR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  93772281 
Marriage: “Shawnee (OK) Daily Herald” 14 Apr 1910 p 5 – marriage license issued 13 Apr 1910 to 
O.L. Hemphill of Little Rock, age 21 & Iva Cotterman of Stillwater, age 19. OK marriage record dates 
marriage on 9 Apr 1910 in Tecumseh, Pottawatomie Co. OK between O.L. Hemphill & Iva 
Cotterman (age 19).  
The couple kept the marriage secret until Jul 1910.  
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Children: 
• Otto Lertin Hemphill, 26 Apr 1911 Tonkawa, Kay OK – 4 May 2004 Little Rock, Pulaski AR. - 

Often listed as “Lertin.” - Served as a private in the US Army in WWII. – Received a BSCE 
from the U of AR in 1932 & a BSAE from Iowa State College (now University) in Ames IA in 
1938. Husband of Martha Juanita Halsell (1916-2004, F: 179851347) whom he married 19 
Oct 1938 in Grand Rapids, Kent MI; he had been living at the YMCA in Grand Rapids & was 
age 27. – Martha was the plaintiff in their divorce suit, 14 Oct 1953 in Pulaski Co. AR. - 
Martha Hemphill married Ralph Watson Hopper (1925-1995). - Buried in Arkansas State 
Veterans Cemetery, North Little Rock, Pulaski AR. F: 47199736 

• Merle Wayne Hemphill, 31 Oct 1912 Stillwater, Payne OK – Aug 1976 Knoxville, Knox TN. - 
Husband of Louise Josephine Phillips (1911-1985, F: 35837530). They married 17 Oct 1936 
in Little River, Pulaski AR. Louise was the daughter of John N. (1877-1931) & Hattie L. 
Phillips (1873-1945). – Merle’s obituary is dated Sat. 28 Aug 1976; it states that Merle died 
on “Saturday.” It seems unlikely that he died the day the obituary was published since it 
had funeral details, so perhaps Merle died 21 Aug 1976. - Buried in Oak Ridge Memorial 
Park, Oak Ridge, Anderson TN. F: 35837531 

• Garnet Pauline Hemphill King, 18 Sep 1915 OK – 1998 Hot Springs, Garland AR. – Graduate 
of the U of AR in May 1936. – Obtained a marriage license on 30 Dec 1938 in Saline Co. AR & 
married 31 Dec 1938 there to Leeman Henry King (1914-1995, F: 7765393), a medical 
doctor. She was listed as “Pauline Hemphill,” age 23; Leeman King was age 24. - Buried in 
Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Hot Springs, Garland AR. F: 7765391 

• Mary Jane Hemphill Calcote, 9 Nov 1931 Little Rock, Pulaski AR – 25 Oct 1997 Hot Springs, 
Garland AR. - Married 29 Jan 1952 in Bentonville , Benton AR to Jack Forrest Calcote, a 
banker (1930-1992, F: 67471688).  - Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Hot Springs, Garland 
AR. F: 64014931 

 
Sibling:  Ora’s only sibling, Vernon, died at age 3 months 

• Vernon Hemphill, 17 Apr 1890 Norton, Norton KS – Jul 1890 Norton, Norton KS.   
 
Notes: 
 
Ora’s mother Mary outlived her husband & both sons. Ora’s father outlived both his sons, as Ora 
died 29 Feb 1936 and his father Samuel Jackson Hemphill died 10 Aug 1936. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Ora graduated from Oklahoma Agricultural & Mechanical College in Stillwater OK in 1909. Its 
current name is Oklahoma State University.  
 
“College Paper” (Stillwater OK) 1 Oct 1905 p 15 – the freshman class met & elected officers. O.L. 
Hemphill was elected editor. 
 
“Orange & Black” (Stillwater OK) 1 Sep 1908 p 53 – the list of officers & non-commissioned officers 
of the Corps of Cadets, Oklahoma Agricultural & Mechanical College – 1st Lieutenant Ora L. 
Hemphill 
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“Enid (OK) Daily Eagle” 23 Apr 1909 p 6 – Battalion Adjutant O.L. Hemphill was unable to 
participate in the inspection of cadets on Monday as he had an injured eye, having been hit with a 
baseball. 
 
“Stillwater (OK) Democrat” 3 Jun 1909 p 1 – At the OK Agricultural & Mechanical College 
commencement, a military diploma was awarded to senior O.L. Hemphill. His thesis, with M.P. 
Burke & F.L. Stewart was “The design of a three-hinged riveted arch.” 
 
“Orange & Black” (Stillwater OK) 1 Sep 1909 p 29 – O.L. Hemphill, class of 1909, left Stillwater OK 
in early September for a position as a civil engineer with a company in eastern AR. 
 
“Tonkawa (OK) News” Thursday, 29 Sep 1910 p 1 – O.L. Hemphill, a candidate for the position of 
Mechanical Drawing, was here Monday inspecting the UPS [University Preparatory School]. He is 
from Stillwater OK & a 1909 graduate of OK Agricultural & Mechanical College. In the summer, he 
was the inspector of building construction of new buildings at A&M.  
 
“New Education” (Stillwater OK) 15 Oct 1910 p 2 [the magazine of Oklahoma Agricultural & 
Mechanical College] – “Alumni Notes” – O.L. Hemphill, class of ’09, left Stillwater last week for 
Tonkawa OK, where he will be the professor of drawing & manual training in the University 
Preparatory School. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Arkansas Democrat” (Little Rock A) 3 Aug 1917 p 4 – List of names with serial numbers of those 
who are being drafted into the national army: #874 Ora L. Hemphill, 1018 E. 10th.  
 
“Daily Arkansas Gazette” (Little Rock AR) 12 Aug 1917 p 22 – the 2nd District Board of Little Rock 
[draft board] has appointed Dr. W.A. Lamb for examinations. These 2nd examinations will be given 
to those men earlier disqualified. The 1st District Board has warned that exemptions will not be 
given to married men who don’t have children. Among those to be examined: #874 O.L. Hemphill, 
who has a wife & 3 children. 
 
“Arkansas Democrat” (Little Rock AR) 3 Oct 1917 p 2 – among the AR men who were sent to Camp 
Pike, now being discharged for being physically incapacitated, is Ora L. Hemphill of Little Rock. 
 
Post-war: 
 
 
“Berryville (AR) Star Progress” 5 May 1927 p 1 – the flood damage to highways is the highest in AR 
history, with estimates of $3 to $3.5 million. O.L. Hemphill, state highway engineer, spent Friday & 
Saturday last week inspecting the south & southwest parts of the state & highways leading out of 
Little Rock. It has been difficult to get access to roads in the flooded conditions. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Cimarron, Lincoln OK – conducted 15 Jun 1900 
Samuel Hemphill, 44 IA, Jun 1856, father b. PA, mother b. NY, married 13 years, farmer 
Mary E., 36 IL, Jul 1863, father b. IL, mother b. PA, gave birth to 2 children, 1 is living 
Ora L., 11 KS, Oct 1888, at school 
 
In this census, Iva is married 
1910 Chandler, Lincoln OK – Manvel Ave. – form undated 
Ora G. Hemphill, 21 KS, father b. IA, mother b. IL, in 1st marriage, civil engineer, field 
Iva, 19 OH, parents b. US, in 1st marriage 
 
In this census, Iva is listed as unmarried, but she actually married 9 Apr 1910 
1910 Stillwater, Payne OK – conducted 16 Apr 1910 
L.J. Cotterman, 58 OH, parents b. OH, married, laundry, at home [male] 
Irva, 17 KS, father b. OH, mother b. KS, teacher in public school [daughter - Iva is age 19] 
 
1920 Little Rock, Pulaski AR – 2500 W. 14th St. – conducted 12 Jan 1920 
Ora L. Hemphill, 31 KS, father b. IA, mother b. MO, civil engineer, county 
Iva, 28 KS, parents b. OH [indexed as Ina] 
Lertin, 8 OK [indexed as Levtin] 
Merle, 7 OK 
Pauline, 4 OK 
 
1930 Little Rock, Pulaski AR – 2500 W. 14th – conducted 8 Apr 1930 
Ora L. Hemphill, 42 AR, father b. IA, mother b. MO, age 21 at 1st marriage, civil engineer, state, WWI 
veteran 
Iva, 38 KS, parents b. OH, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Lertin, 18 OK 
Merle, 17 OK 
Pauline, 14 OK 
 
1940 Worthen, Pulaski AR – Highway 65 – resided in Little Rock AR in 1935 – his wife & daughter – 
conducted 17 Apr 1940 
Iva G. Hemphill, 42 KS, widow, clerk, state forestry 
Mary Jane Hemphill, 8 AR [daughter] 
& hired girl Adelarde Makoski, 20 AR 
 
 


