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TUSCANIA 

 

Helsel, John Earl 
1884 PA – 1933 NY 

 

 
John Earl Helsel - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/107902927/person/270062445824/media/13e2fdaf-200e-4a5f-9b52-
31ebd15782dd?_phsrc=hFB13622&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/107902927/person/270062445824/media/13e2fdaf-200e-4a5f-9b52-31ebd15782dd?_phsrc=hFB13622&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/107902927/person/270062445824/media/13e2fdaf-200e-4a5f-9b52-31ebd15782dd?_phsrc=hFB13622&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/107902927/person/270062445824/media/13e2fdaf-200e-4a5f-9b52-31ebd15782dd?_phsrc=hFB13622&_phstart=successSource
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NY Army service card - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_02

78-00823?queryId=361f1833-90ee-48fd-b92c-
061d97bc00b7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16564&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=tru

e&pId=82935 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0278-00823?queryId=361f1833-90ee-48fd-b92c-061d97bc00b7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16564&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=82935
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0278-00823?queryId=361f1833-90ee-48fd-b92c-061d97bc00b7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16564&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=82935
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0278-00823?queryId=361f1833-90ee-48fd-b92c-061d97bc00b7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16564&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=82935
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0278-00823?queryId=361f1833-90ee-48fd-b92c-061d97bc00b7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16564&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=82935
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022659668/facts?_phsrc=iKj16573&_phstart=suc
cessSource 

 
 

 

 Buffalo NY 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022659668/facts?_phsrc=iKj16573&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022659668/facts?_phsrc=iKj16573&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022659668/facts?_phsrc=iKj16573&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61173/images/45702_453516-

00184?pId=712876 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61535/records/3654039 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61535/records/3654039
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61173/images/45702_543411-
00091?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=410828 
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1st card - Veterans Administration Master Index - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-S3PP-

K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPRB-
KL7K&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

 
2nd Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-S3YG-
D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPRB-

L7GM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-S3PP-K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPRB-KL7K&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-S3PP-K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPRB-KL7K&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1G-S3PP-K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPRB-KL7K&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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Life 
 

 Ebensburg PA 
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 Ebensburg PA 
 

 

 Ebensburg PA 
 
 



11 
 

 Brockway PA 
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“Buffalo (NY) Courier” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Buffalo (NY) Evening News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 



15 
 

 Buffalo NY 
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New York NY 
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“Buffalo (NY) Courier” 12 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Buffalo (NY) Times” 20 Feb 1918 p 6 
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Buffalo NY 
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 Buffalo NY  
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“Buffalo (NY) Times” 3 May 1926 p 14 

 
 

 Buffalo MN 
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25 
 

 
“Buffalo (NY) Times” 27 Aug 1926 p 6  
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Altoona PA 
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Altoona PA 
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 Altoona PA 
 
 



30 
 

 
Buffalo NY 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wife 
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 Buffalo NY – is this her? 
 

 
Buffalo NY 

 

 
Buffalo NY 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61632/records/997315 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61632/records/997315
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34 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/47553_B579895-
00041?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=39082242 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/2840758 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/2840758
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61535/records/1685213 
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40 
 

 
 



41 
 

 
 

 Buffalo NY 
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Children 

 
 

 
Daughter Emma May Helsel O’Connor (1921-1996) 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022722260/facts 
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 Buffalo NY 
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 Buffalo NY 
Daughter Ruth Isabel Helsel (1924-1996) 

 



45 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/19653438 
 



46 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/41442354 

 
 
 

1950 census – Buffalo, Erie NY - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62308/images/43290879-New_York-117128-

0017?treeid=152647262&personid=222022672678&queryId=f3414b2c-de31-4891-a7f4-
a72664bb5dff&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16636&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=28

5057868 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/41442354
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Buffalo NY  daughter 

 

 

 
 

 
 



48 
 

 Buffalo NY 
 

Son William George Helsel (1927-2007) 
 



49 
 

 
 

 Buffalo NY 
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51 
 

 
 
 



52 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Daughter Dorothy O. Helsel Howes (1929 – 

 



53 
 

 

 Buffalo NY 
 
 
 



54 
 

 
Dorothy - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/152647262/person/222022658095/media/c6a1c579-63b6-4395-b0e5-43c13b8e94da 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022658095/facts 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022658095/facts
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https://www.thepress.net/obituaries/dorothy-helsel-howes/article_d3544a48-da17-11ed-b398-
fb16cbccf4f5.html 

 
 

 
 



60 
 

 Welland, Ontario, Canada 
 
 

Son Charles W. Helsel (1931-1995) 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022722450/facts 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022722450/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022722450/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022722450/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022722450/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152647262/person/222022722450/facts 
 

 

 Buffalo NY 
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 Buffalo NY 
 

 

 
Lewis Helsel -  5 Oct 1932 Buffalo, Erie NY 

 
 



64 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61667/records/3861098?tid=&pid=&queryId=b4a7
6701-5d20-4c24-8b6e-33b85e54e0b4&_phsrc=iKj16662&_phstart=successSource 

 



65 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61535/images/48746_b436551-
00467?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=5471023 

 



66 
 



67 
 



68 
 



69 
 



70 
 

 
 
 



71 
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Father 

 



73 
 



74 
 

 
Cyrus Helsel – Find A Grave 178668868 

 

 Ebensburg PA 
 

 Ebensburg PA 
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 Ebensburg PA – Cyrus died 26 Aug 1894 
 

 
Altoona PA 

 
 
 
 

 
Mother 
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Emma Jane Hershberger 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_646933_0678-
03182?pId=741138 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_646933_0678-03182?pId=741138
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_646933_0678-03182?pId=741138
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/187565388?tid=152647262&pid=222
024064231&queryId=6a4b0c24-0f0f-4c7f-a7a0-
5d10d72d3042&_phsrc=iKj16586&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/187565388?tid=152647262&pid=222024064231&queryId=6a4b0c24-0f0f-4c7f-a7a0-5d10d72d3042&_phsrc=iKj16586&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/187565388?tid=152647262&pid=222024064231&queryId=6a4b0c24-0f0f-4c7f-a7a0-5d10d72d3042&_phsrc=iKj16586&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/187565388?tid=152647262&pid=222024064231&queryId=6a4b0c24-0f0f-4c7f-a7a0-5d10d72d3042&_phsrc=iKj16586&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113957-
00056?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=8c0f669b-25e7-460e-bc14-
a29de257f23b&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16581&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3
13364 

 

 



79 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113985-
00059?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=d011ce18-1df6-4e13-8d9b-

58408f5f5e5c&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16596&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=24
144 

 



80 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113773-
00206?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=69d3cdaf-822f-4185-94d1-

b77ad518db0b&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16598&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4
98496 
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Bathy ny - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113723-
00582?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=37f2da56-ac08-45a6-90f6-

27d81d2f99b7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16600&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1
6018 

 



82 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1200/images/MIUSA1866_113893-
00286?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=da96cbb8-cddf-480d-9045-



83 
 

f5693e21a2ed&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16590&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2
32290 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/74344679/person/172468656588/media/da37e536-d91c-4f3b-a3e5-
11919cb205c5?queryId=b5a6d305-2c3f-49f0-867e-

1513dc915b1c&searchContextTreeId=152647262&searchContextPersonId=222024064231&_phsr
c=iKj16592&_phstart=successSource – from Pottsville PA 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2400/images/32803_261660-

02029?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=c4868a33-5ecf-4845-8d9e-

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/74344679/person/172468656588/media/da37e536-d91c-4f3b-a3e5-11919cb205c5?queryId=b5a6d305-2c3f-49f0-867e-1513dc915b1c&searchContextTreeId=152647262&searchContextPersonId=222024064231&_phsrc=iKj16592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/74344679/person/172468656588/media/da37e536-d91c-4f3b-a3e5-11919cb205c5?queryId=b5a6d305-2c3f-49f0-867e-1513dc915b1c&searchContextTreeId=152647262&searchContextPersonId=222024064231&_phsrc=iKj16592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/74344679/person/172468656588/media/da37e536-d91c-4f3b-a3e5-11919cb205c5?queryId=b5a6d305-2c3f-49f0-867e-1513dc915b1c&searchContextTreeId=152647262&searchContextPersonId=222024064231&_phsrc=iKj16592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/74344679/person/172468656588/media/da37e536-d91c-4f3b-a3e5-11919cb205c5?queryId=b5a6d305-2c3f-49f0-867e-1513dc915b1c&searchContextTreeId=152647262&searchContextPersonId=222024064231&_phsrc=iKj16592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/74344679/person/172468656588/media/da37e536-d91c-4f3b-a3e5-11919cb205c5?queryId=b5a6d305-2c3f-49f0-867e-1513dc915b1c&searchContextTreeId=152647262&searchContextPersonId=222024064231&_phsrc=iKj16592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2400/images/32803_261660-02029?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=c4868a33-5ecf-4845-8d9e-5d11d02230c5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16604&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=191436
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2400/images/32803_261660-02029?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=c4868a33-5ecf-4845-8d9e-5d11d02230c5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16604&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=191436
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5d11d02230c5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16604&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1
91436 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285389-

00839?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=6de7e4e6-b6f0-4d8a-ae9f-
53276960c8b2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16610&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2

174921 
 
 
 

 
 

Siblings 
 
 

 Altoona PA 
Brother Louis Chester Helsel (1871-1908) 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2400/images/32803_261660-02029?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=c4868a33-5ecf-4845-8d9e-5d11d02230c5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16604&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=191436
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2400/images/32803_261660-02029?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=c4868a33-5ecf-4845-8d9e-5d11d02230c5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16604&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=191436
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285389-00839?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=6de7e4e6-b6f0-4d8a-ae9f-53276960c8b2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16610&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2174921
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285389-00839?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=6de7e4e6-b6f0-4d8a-ae9f-53276960c8b2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16610&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2174921
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285389-00839?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=6de7e4e6-b6f0-4d8a-ae9f-53276960c8b2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16610&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2174921
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285389-00839?treeid=152647262&personid=222024064231&queryId=6de7e4e6-b6f0-4d8a-ae9f-53276960c8b2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16610&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2174921
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86 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0832-
01987?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2218476  

 



87 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62200/images/saw_1076?usePUB=true&use

PUBJs=true&pId=1069 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62200/images/saw_1076?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1069
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62200/images/saw_1076?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1069
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 rec’d 16 Oct 1906 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40476_332969-
00238?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=89572 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8833/images/40477_2221301551_2350-
00078?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=89572 



90 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018253-

00647?treeid=152647262&personid=222023786667&queryId=eb156505-b8d3-411f-b808-
686f7bd545c0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16644&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2

14049 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018253-00647?treeid=152647262&personid=222023786667&queryId=eb156505-b8d3-411f-b808-686f7bd545c0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16644&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=214049
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018253-00647?treeid=152647262&personid=222023786667&queryId=eb156505-b8d3-411f-b808-686f7bd545c0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16644&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=214049
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018253-00647?treeid=152647262&personid=222023786667&queryId=eb156505-b8d3-411f-b808-686f7bd545c0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16644&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=214049
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018253-00647?treeid=152647262&personid=222023786667&queryId=eb156505-b8d3-411f-b808-686f7bd545c0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj16644&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=214049
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Brother Charles Englebert Helsel (1881-1941) 

 

Charles - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/152647262/person/222023819786/media/cca425c2-51b0-4ca7-9335-db822b2b10dd 
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93 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-185042-
59?pId=902833721 
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 Ebensburg PA 
 
 

Sister Ida Viola Helsel Hill (1886-1972) 
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Ida - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/107902927/person/270062445828/media/4a678ee8-49e7-464e-9194-fb4d9e232ff2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61381/images/TH-1-159316-15755-
72?pId=1502623308 
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Sarasohttps://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/107902927/person/270062445828/factsta FL 
 
 



98 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-18084-154047-
0?pId=1504062413 
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Sister Dora May Helsel Calhoun (1889-1973) 
 

 

 



100 
 

Dora May Helsel Calhoun is standing in back, 2nd from left -  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/107902927/person/270062445797/media/9d3a4073-6ce8-4c73-8af5-01a67eeb41a4 
 

 
 

 
Sister Sadie Helsel (1891-1912) – Find A Grave 216935729 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/107902927/person/270062445829/facts 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/112962162/person/282143330882/media/dce167c0-0ee9-4ac2-
ad1a-cedc6cd24a7b?queryId=cd319e59-c39d-45f8-8863-

2a3066855551&searchContextTreeId=107902927&searchContextPersonId=270062445829&_phsr
c=iKj16652&_phstart=successSource 
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 Pittsburgh PA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_1521003238_0755-
02392?pId=753915756 

Brother Frank Pierce Helsel (1891-1926) 
 

 
Franklin Pierce Helsel - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/107902927/person/270062445827/media/6967a45b-f3d0-4e5d-92b2-d87bd319ad82 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/107902927/person/270062445827/media/6967a45b-f3d0-4e5d-92b2-d87bd319ad82
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/107902927/person/270062445827/media/6967a45b-f3d0-4e5d-92b2-d87bd319ad82
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Hammond IN 
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Monongahela PA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/coll 

ections/1967/images/31501_B018253-00627?pId=214029 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

Name:  John Earl Helsel 
Name variations: Helse 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  249,980 
Entered service from: Niagara Falls, Niagara NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John E. Helsel 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Emma Helsel, 3rd St., Niagara Falls NY 
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Returned from war on:  "Santa Olivia" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John E. Helsel 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Anna Helsel, 644 Helder St., Johnston 
[sic/Johnstown] PA - in Bordeaux Casual Co. No. 1580 "Prisoners" (no rank/unit, only "Prisoners") 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: has 2 cards – as John Earl Helsel 
Enlisted 8 Oct 1917 
Discharge date not listed 
Address:  Toronto, York, Ontario, Canada 
Rank/unit:  private, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
Veterans Administration Master Index: as John E. Helsel 
US Navy Seaman, Terra Alta WV, same serial number (249980) 
 
NY, WWI Military Record 
Enlisted at Fort Slocum NY on 8 Oct 1917 at age 33 years, 6 months. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 18 Mar 1884 Johnstown, Cambria PA  
Died: 30 Oct 1933 Buffalo, Erie NY   
Find A Grave record:  37676868, presence on Tuscania noted in text   
Burial location: Buffalo, Erie NY 
Cemetery:  Forest Lawn 
Tombstone:  tombstone: American Legion 158th Aero. Sq. 
 
Father:  Cyrus Helsel, 17 Jun 1854 Richland township, Cambria Co. PA – 26 Aug 1894 Johnstown, 
Cambria PA.  
Son of Solomon Helsel. Surname also found as Hoelzel.  
Died at Memorial Hospital at age 31 of consumption (tuberculosis) – cause of death also found as 
typhoid. About 18 years before his death, he married Emma Hershberger. The couple began 
housekeeping in a house built by Cyrus. He sold this house & moved to Bedford St. in Johnstown 
PA. Survived by his wife & 6 small children, the eldest of whom is the well-known bootblack, Lewis 
Chester Helsel.  
Buried in Richland Cemetery, Richland township, Cambria PA.  
Find A Grave:  178668868 
 
Mother:  Emma Jane Hershberger Helsel Guinn, 12 Apr 1861 – 28 May 1924 Cambria Co. PA. 
Daughter of Samuel I. Hershberger (1839 PA – 1920 PA, F: 57752292) & Mary Ann Livingston (1838 
PA – 1912 PA, F: 57749493).  
Emma sued her husband Cyrus in Dec 1893 in Cambria Co. PA on the grounds of desertion. Cyrus 
was ordered to pay $2/week to his wife & court costs.  
Married to Harry Guinn, born 8 Sep 1872 Shenandoah, Schuykill PA – died 21 Nov 1929 Johnson 
City, Washington Co. TN. Buried in National Home Cemetery, Johnson City, Washington TN.  
 
1910 Johnstown, Cambria PA census – conducted 15 Apr 1910 
Harry Guinn, 47 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, carpenter, house carpenter 
Emma Guinn, 49 PA, parents b. PA, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 6 are living [wife] 
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Franklin R. Helsel, 17 PA, parents b. PA, painter, house [stepson] 
& 2 borders James Patterson (40 PA) & Mary Mergler (20 PA). 
 
In the 1922 Johnstown PA city directory: 
Harry Guinn, 632 Wood, 7th ward, carpenter, with wife Emina E. 
 
Harry Guinn was in several US National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. He had served in 
the Spanish-American War in Co. H, 13th PA Infantry, from 7 May 1898 to 11 Mar 1899. 
He was in the Hampton Roads VA home – next-of-kin wife Emma Guinn, 632 Wood St., Johnstown 
NY 
Knox County TN home – next-of-kin Emma Guinn in Johnstown NY 
Leavenworth KS - next-of-kin Emma Guinn in Johnstown NY 
Dayton OH - next-of-kin Emma Guinn in Johnstown NY 
Bath NY - next-of-kin brother Louis Guinn in Shenandoah NY 
Milwaukee WI - next-of-kin brother Louis Guinn in Shenandoah NY 
His obituary states Harry spent several years in a home in Oklahoma. 
  
Emma Guinn died at Memorial Hospital, where she had been since 9 May 1924. Survived by 3 sons 
& 2 daughters.  
At the time of her death, her husband Harry Guinn was in the Soldiers Home at Hampton Roads VA.  
Buried in Richland Cemetery, Richland township, Cambria Co. PA.  
Find A Grave: 178669020   
Parents’ marriage:  ca. 1876 – or 1879 on Find A Grave 
 
Spouse:  Ruth Ann Crompton Helsel Barbuto, 23 Aug 1895 Leeds, England – 23 Jun 1950 Buffalo, 
Erie NY.  
SSN 058-12-3301.  
Daughter of John Crompton & Sarah Ann Wheatley.  
At age 4, sailed with her mother, Sarah Ann Crompton, widow, aboard the “Belgenland” which left 
Liverpool, England, on 18 Oct 1899 & arrived 30 Oct 1899 in Philadelphia PA. Sarah had $20 & was 
heading to Ripon WI. –  
 
Married Charles Christopher Barbuto after marrying John Helsel. According to Ruth’s obituary, Ruth 
Helsel & Charles Barbuto married in 1940.  
 
Charles Christopher Barbuto was born 13 Feb 1910 in Dunkirk, Chautauqua NY, the son of 
Bernardo Barbuto (1864-1956, F: 209628883) & Lucia Allenza (1875-1959, F: 209629256). Charles 
died Jan 1986.  
 
In the 1941 Buffalo NY city directory: Ruth Barbuto, dishwasher, resided at 381 Louisiana. -   
 
When her son William Helsel registers for the WWII draft in 1943, he lists his mother Ruth Barbuto 
as his NOK.  
 
In the 1950 census for Tonawanda, Erie NY, conducted 6 Apr 1950: 
Charles C. Barbuto, 40 NY, mechanic, roofing company 
Ruth A. Barbuto, 50 England [wife] 
William G. Helsel, 22 NY, machinist, industrial plants [wife’s son] 
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Buried in St. Matthew’s Cemetery, West Seneca, Erie NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  277267895 
Marriage:  ca. 1920 (based on information in the 1930 census) 
 
Children: When John Helsel is arrested for non-support in Oct 1928, newspaper accounts report he 
has 4 children. Only 3 are listed here. 

• Emma May Helsel O’Connor, 1 Mar 1921 Terra Alta, Preston WV – 1 Jan 1999 Orchard Park, 
Erie NY. - Age 9 in 1930 census. - SSN 118-07-0046. - Wife of Robert Emmett O’Connor (6 
Sep 1911, d. 1 May 2000, both in Buffalo, Erie NY). - In the 1940 census Robert O’Connor 
(28 NY), wife Emma (19 WV) & Robert’s father Daniel O’Connor (67, Northern Ireland) live in 
Buffalo, Erie NY.  

• Ruth Isabel Helsel Mead Montana, reverted to Mead, 20 Jan 1924 Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
[American citizen] – 30 Jun 1996 Buffalo, Erie NY. - Age 6 in 1930 census. – Ruth Helsel & 
George H. Mead obtained a marriage license in Oct 1941. Social Security records her 
surname change to Mead in Mar 1943. – In the 1950 census for Buffalo, Erie NY, conducted 
6 Apr 1950, Ruth M. Mead, 28 Canada, separated & Kathleen M. Mead (9 NY) & William H.  
Mead (b. Sep 1949) were lodgers with Charlotte J. Terry (66 NY, widow) & her separated 
daughter, Agnes E. Foster (34 NY). -  Had a son born after the 1950 census named Kevin 
John Mead (6 Nov 1950 Buffalo, Erie NY- 15 Jul 1992 Los Angeles Co. CA).- In Feb 1954, 
Social Security recorded her surname as Montana & as Mead on 7 Aug 1996. - Died as Ruth 
I. Mead.  – Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, presumably the one in Kenmore, Erie NY.  

• William George Helsel, 5 Aug 1927 Buffalo, Erie NY – 10 Oct 2007 Buffalo, Erie NY. - SSN 
105-20-1027. - Age 2 in 1930 census. - On WWII draft card, lists mother Ruth Barbuto of 22 
S. Putnam St., Buffalo NY as NOK. Enlisted in US Navy 25 Aug 1944; discharged 6 Jun 1946. 
- Wife was Beth Ann Williams (b. Apr 1944), daughter of William J. Williams (1911-1983, F: 
61299231) & Genevieve Marion VanVleck (1922-2013, F: 206854809). , whom he married 27 
Jul 1963 in Buffalo, Erie NY at the Prospect Avenue Baptist Church. - When Louis Gall died 
22 Oct 1988 in NY, he was listed as the husband of Mrs. Beth (Mead) Gall of N. Tonawanda 
NY.- Buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery, Buffalo, Erie NY. F: 3767905 

• Dorothy O. Helsel Howes, 30 Jun 1929 Buffalo, Erie NY – 5 Apr 2023 Antioch, Contra Costa 
CA. - Birth info conflicts with 1930 census, where she is listed as 4 months old as of the 
census enumeration on 2 Apr 1930. -  Dorothy Helsel married Harold Elwin Howes (1926 NY 
– 2014 CA, F: 135878522) on 23 Aug 1947 in Buffalo, Erie NY at the Prospect Avenue Baptist 
Church. – Buried in Sacramento Valley National Cemetery, Dixon, Solano CA. F: 255197749 

• Charles W. Helsel, 19 Jul 1931 Buffalo, Erie NY – 1 Jul 1995 Buffalo, Erie NY. - SSN 118-24-
9044. - Age 8 in 1940 census. - Husband of Helen Marie Aszbach (1935-27 Jun 2009) whom 
he married 28 Feb 1956. - Social Security reports his last residence was in Las Vegas NV. 

• Lewis Helsel, 5 Oct 1932 Buffalo, Erie NY – 15 Jul 1938 Buffalo, Erie NY. - Drowned when he 
slipped & fell into the Ohio Basin while playing with 3 other boys, ages 6, 9 & 10 on the basin 
wall.  

 
Siblings: John was born between Charles & Ida. When his father died, he is listed as having 8 
surviving children.  

• Louis Chester Helsel, 1871 PA – 14 Aug 1908 Johnstown, Cambria PA. – Corporal, US Army, 
in the Spanish-American War. – Died of nephritis, complicated by lung trouble. – His PA 
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death certificate lists his parents as “not given.” - Buried in Richland Cemetery, Richland 
township, Cambria Co. PA. F: 57749242 

• Charles Englebert Helsel, 7 Nov 1881 Johnstown, Cambria Co. PA – 28 Aug 1941 
Johnstown, Cambria PA. - Husband of Catherine (Katie) Roos (1885-1911, F: 209986633) 
whom he married in Cambria Co. PA on 27 Sep 1901. Their marriage license has the note 
“Don’t publish.” Their son Charles was born 22 Feb 1902, five months after their marriage; 
their son died in 1910.  - Lists himself as widowed in the 1920 census. - Died at his home 
(119 Jackson St., Johnstown PA) of a coronary occlusion. - Buried in Richland Cemetery, 
Richland township, Cambria Co. PA. F: 198396250 

• Ida Viola Helsel Hill, 30 Dec 1886 Johnstown, Cambria PA – 13 Mar 1972 Sarasota, Sarasota 
Co. FL.-  Former resident of Terra Alta, she had lived in FL since 1968. Survived by 2 sons, 2 
daughters & sister Dora Calhoun of Grosse Isle MI. - Wife of Porter Homer Hill (1887-1947, 
F: 146869701) whom she married 1 Nov 1907 in Johnstown, Cambria PA. - Buried in 
Sarasota Memorial Park, Sarasota, Sarasota Co. FL. F: 143218536 

• Dora May Helsel Calhoun, 18 Jan 1889 Johnstown, Cambria PA – 1 May 1973 Southgate, 
Wayne MI. [in Beverly Manor Convalescent Home, South Gate MI] . - Wife of William Henry 
Calhoun (1886-1958, F: 33317198), whom she married 2 Feb 1907 in Mahoning Co. OH. 
Survived by 1 son. Resident of McKeesport PA for 81 years before moving to MI. - Buried in 
McKeesport & Versailles Cemetery, McKeesport, Allegheny PA. F: 33317192 

• Sadie Helsel, 1 Mar (?) 1891 Cambria Co. PA – Jun 1912 McKeesport, Allegheny PA. - Death 
certificate says she died at approximately 21 years old; no birth year; date of birth looks like 
1 March. Died of “fatty degeneration of heart.” - Buried in Richland Cemetery, Richland 
township, Cambria PA. – However, newspaper stories of the time say that Sadie Helsel, age 
21, also known as Mrs. Harry Grimm, died as the result of taking “headache powders.” F: 
216935729 

• Frank (Franklin) Pierce Helsel, 31 Dec 1892 [PA birth record] Johnstown, Cambria PA – 12 
Nov 1926 Aspinwall, Allegheny PA. [PA death index gives location as O’Hara, Allegheny PA, 
at the Veterans Hospital.] - Tombstone reads 305th TR Motor 80th Div. Was in the Army 19 
May 1918 to Mar 1919. - Buried in McKeesport & Versailles Cemetery, McKeesport, 
Allegheny PA. F: 36918815 

 
Notes: 
 
John had a criminal career before the war and after the war – and apparently during it, returning 
from Europe in June 1919 counted among “prisoners.” He was incarcerated in the Pennsylvania 
Reform School in the 1910 census, as well as the Eastern Pennsylvania Penitentiary for forgery. He 
was also found in newspapers accused of other crimes, such as burglary, possession of narcotics 
and theft, including of a monkey. 
 
When he entered the Eastern State Penitentiary in PA on 1 Mar 1912, John Helsel, blacksmith, 
never married, intemperate with alcoholic, was sentenced on 14 Feb 1912 to 3 years for “fraud 
mkg. Alt. sitz. Written instrument.” He was 5’7” tall & had left school at age 14.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Is this him? In the CA Great Register for voters on 15 May 1906: 
John Earl Helsel, age 26, San Joaquin Co. CA, blacksmith, 5’8”, b. PA, residing in Lockwood 
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Wartime: 
 
"Buffalo [NY] Times" 3 May 1926 p 14 - John Helsel, 41, missing since 1 May from 65 W. Chippewa 
St.  
 
"Buffalo Times" 27 Aug 1926 p 6 - "Arrested Second Time for Theft" - John E. Helsel, age 42, of 24 
Prospect Ave., Buffalo, was arrested last week for stealing a monkey worth $500 from a barn on 
Newell St. Arrested again 27 Aug 1926 for stealing 2 overcoats from the room of Hugh McLaren, 135 
E. Eagle St. 
Held on open charge pending further investigation  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 PA Reform School, Cecil Township, Washington Co. PA – conducted 21 Jun 1900 – line 52  
John Helse, 17 PA, Mar 1883, parents b. PA, inmate, at school  
 
1910 Roaring Spring, Blair PA – Spring St. 
John Hebsel, 24 PA, parents b. PA, laborer, paper mill 
Loding with Charles & Della Helaston 
 
1920 Johnstown, Cambria PA – 632 Pine St. – conducted 9 Jan 1920 
Harry Guinn, 45 PA, parents b. PA, carpenter, house 
Emma J. Guinn, 50 PA, parents b. PA [wife] 
& stepsons: 
Charles E. Helsel, 38 PA, widowed, bartender, hotel 
John E. Helsel, 36 PA, single, machinist, engineering 
Frank Helsel, 24 PA, single, painter, sign 
& niece: 
Ruth N. Berkey, 14 PA 
[parents of all children were born PA] 
 
1930 Buffalo, Erie NY – 34 Oneida St. – conducted 2 Apr 1930 
John E. Helsel, 46 PA, parents b. PA, blacksmith, age 36 at 1st marriage, blacksmith, automobiles, 
WWI veteran 
Ruth A., 35 England, parents b. England, age 25 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1890,  naturalized 
Emma M., 9 WV 
Ruth I., 6 Canada [American citizen] 
William G., 2 NY 
Dorothy O., 4 months NY 
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1940 John Earl Helsel died 1933 
 
1940 Buffalo, Erie NY – S. Park – same place in 1935 – his widow & children – conducted 15 Apr 
1940 
Ruth Helsel, 40 England, widow, seamstress, sewing project 
Ruth, 16 Canada 
William, 13 NY 
Dorothy, 11 NY 
Charles, 8 NY 
 
  
 
 


