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TUSCANIA 

  

Hardesty, Francis Willard 
1900 IN – 1984 OH 

 

 
Francis Willard Hardesty - “Muncie (IN) Star Press” Sunday 25 Nov 1917 p 22 
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 Muncie IN – Francis Willard Hardesty seated at right 
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 Muncie IN 
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 Dayton OH – Hardesty is policeman 2nd from left 
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Close-up from photo below 
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“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” 21 Mar 1941 p 6 
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 Francis at far left -  
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Retirement - “Dayton (OH) Daily News” Wednesday 20 Oct 1948 p 21 

 



10 
 

 



11 
 

 

 
Dayton OH 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Friday 27 May 1949 p 11 
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Retirement - “Dayton (OH) Herald” 20 Oct 1948 p 20 
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Dayton OH 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XZ1T-
B?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR5-

SHS2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en  
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/25462849?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=0cae921d-9af4-470a-8b4b-727107fc44e3&_phsrc=iKj13902&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XZ1T-B?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR5-SHS2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XZ1T-B?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR5-SHS2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XZ1T-B?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR5-SHS2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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Obituary of Francis Willard Hardesty - “Dayton (OH) Daily News” 25 Jan 1984 p 35 

 

 
Life 
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 Marion IN 
 

Francis & brother John  
 
 

 Fairmount IN 
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 Fairmount IN 
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Marion IN 

 

 Fairmount IN 
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 Fairmount IN 
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 Marion IN 
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Fairmount IN 
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 Marion IN 
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Letter home of 9 Nov 1917 - “Fairmount (IN) News” 19 Nov 1917 p 1 
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Fairmount IN 

 

 
Muncie IN 
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 Marion IN 
 
 
 
 

 Indianapolis IN 
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Princeton IN  
 

 
Muncie IN 
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Marion IN 
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Indianapolis IN 

 
 

 Fairmount IN 
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 Marion IN 
 
 
 

 Muncie IN 
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Sweater gone - “Fairmount (IN) News” 11 Mar 1918 p 1 

 

 
Muncie IN 
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New sweater - “Fairmount (IN) News” 21 Mar 1918 p 1 
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 Muncie IN 
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 Muncie IN 
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Marion IN 

 

 Marion IN 
 

 Marion IN 
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Letter home, written 14 Mar 1918 - “Fairmount (IN) News” Monday 22 Apr 1918 p 1 

 

 

Marion IN   
 
 

 Fairmount IN 
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Muncie IN 

 

 
Marion IN 

 

 

 Marion IN 
 

 
Earl & future wife Inez Benson – Muncie IN 

 
 

 Muncie IN 
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“Muncie (IN) Star Press” Friday 6 Feb 1920 p 16 
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 Muncie IN 
 

 
Dayton OH 

 
 
 

 
“Dayton (OH) Herald” Tuesday 4 Dec 1923 p 15 
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 Dayton OH 
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 Dayton OH 
 
 

 Muncie IN 
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Dayton OH 
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 Muncie IN 
 
 
 

 
Tables are turned as the police officer is burglarized - “Dayton (OH) Herald” 19 Jan 1931 p 4 
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Dayton OH 

 
 

 Fairmount IN 
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 Dayton OH 
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 Dayton OH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wife Inez Alma Benson 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38720826/person/380042356567/facts 

 

 

 Muncie IN 
 

 

 Dayton OH 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38720826/person/380042356567/facts
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Dayton OH 

 
 
 
 
 

 Muncie IN 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38720826/person/380042356567/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/94114704?tid=38720826&pid=3800

42356567&queryId=a237a07e-998b-4645-ad7a-
79ad7401227c&_phsrc=iKj13843&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 Fairmount IN 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38720826/person/380042356567/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/94114704?tid=38720826&pid=380042356567&queryId=a237a07e-998b-4645-ad7a-79ad7401227c&_phsrc=iKj13843&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/94114704?tid=38720826&pid=380042356567&queryId=a237a07e-998b-4645-ad7a-79ad7401227c&_phsrc=iKj13843&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/94114704?tid=38720826&pid=380042356567&queryId=a237a07e-998b-4645-ad7a-79ad7401227c&_phsrc=iKj13843&_phstart=successSource
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Muncie IN 

 

 
Muncie IN 

 
 
 

 
Wife Bertha Bernauer Brady 
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Willard’s wife Bertha turns 100, recalls the noise near her childhood farm as Orville & Wilbur Wright 
worked on their invention, at 1st refused Willard’s proposal because she was 11 years older than he 

was, they were married for 51 years. – “Dayton (OH) Daily News” Wednesday 10 May 1989 p 93 
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Obituary of wife Bertha Bernauer Brady Hardesty – “Dayton (OH) Daily News” 4 Apr 1991 p 33 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/4206594?tid=38720826&pid=380042

365690&queryId=39273363-be20-44a6-a8aa-
c6d462b1b19e&_phsrc=iKj13853&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/4206594?tid=38720826&pid=380042365690&queryId=39273363-be20-44a6-a8aa-c6d462b1b19e&_phsrc=iKj13853&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/4206594?tid=38720826&pid=380042365690&queryId=39273363-be20-44a6-a8aa-c6d462b1b19e&_phsrc=iKj13853&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/4206594?tid=38720826&pid=380042365690&queryId=39273363-be20-44a6-a8aa-c6d462b1b19e&_phsrc=iKj13853&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61378/records/901604805 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61378/records/3928402 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61378/records/3928402
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 Dayton OH 
 

 

Xenia OH 
 

 Dayton OH 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Child 
 



62 
 

 

 
Daughter Marcella Mae Hardesty (1921-2007) –  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60871/images/40474_356381-
00329?pId=301031006 

 
 

 

 Muncie IN 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60871/images/40474_356381-00329?pId=301031006
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60871/images/40474_356381-00329?pId=301031006
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 Muncie IN 
 
 
 
 

 Washington DC 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38720826/person/380042361228/facts 

 
 

 
Father 

 
Francis’s father Charles Edward Hardesty is seated on the grass at the far right.  

Pictured with his parents Lewis & Elizabeth Hardesty & his siblings. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38720826/person/380042361228/facts
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 https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/160675852/person/222155569196/media/d5519b1d-3ead-40d0-b6d3-

612231646109?_phsrc=hFB12090&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Example of wrong death date online: 

One claim for death – but his death record has incorrect parents & he was a barber, not a road 
builder - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/38720826/person/380042365688/facts 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LRNZ-S4W 
Also incorrect death date – a different “Charles Edward Hardesty” 

 
 
 
 

 
Charles leaves town in Dec 1914 to remarry without a divorce - “Fairmount (IN) News” 22 Jun 1914 

p 4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/160675852/person/222155569196/media/d5519b1d-3ead-40d0-b6d3-612231646109?_phsrc=hFB12090&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/160675852/person/222155569196/media/d5519b1d-3ead-40d0-b6d3-612231646109?_phsrc=hFB12090&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/160675852/person/222155569196/media/d5519b1d-3ead-40d0-b6d3-612231646109?_phsrc=hFB12090&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38720826/person/380042365688/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38720826/person/380042365688/facts
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 Marion IN 
 
 
 
 

 
Dateline: Marion IN - His mother accuses his father of a 2nd bigamous marriage – “Columbus (IN) 

Republic” 10 Feb 1916 p 1 
 
 
 

 
Columbus IN 

 



67 
 

 

 
Marion IN – Charles is age 38 in another story 

 

 
Evansville IN 
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“Fairmount (IN) News” 10 Feb 1916 p 1 
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“Muncie (IN) Star Press” 10 Feb 1916 p 3 
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“Indianapolis (IN) News” 19 Feb 1916 p 12 

 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/650743168 - Charles E. & wife Effie 
Lee, son Arthur L., son Francis Willard – all at 653 N. Elm & married son John Earl & wife Myrtle at 

1031 N. Elm – and Charles’s parents Lewis W. & Elizabeth E. Hardesty on Granville Avenue – 
Muncie IN 1917 city directory 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/650743168
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WWI draft registration – 12 Sep 1918 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/9307877 
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Divorce from Effie - “Fairmount (IN) News” 9 Oct 1919 p 2 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-1G34-

ZY?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q4C-
475&action=view&cc=1614804&lang=en&groupId= 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-139L-JL?view=index&person 
married Margaret Howard 17 Oct 1934 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-1G34-ZY?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q4C-475&action=view&cc=1614804&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-1G34-ZY?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q4C-475&action=view&cc=1614804&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-1G34-ZY?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q4C-475&action=view&cc=1614804&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9392-139L-JL?view=index&person
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/637504?tid=&pid=&queryId=1ca1e

e5a-91de-4869-be2a-a2fab999b20b&_phsrc=iKj13861&_phstart=successSource 
Margaret’s death certificate 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/637504?tid=&pid=&queryId=1ca1ee5a-91de-4869-be2a-a2fab999b20b&_phsrc=iKj13861&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/637504?tid=&pid=&queryId=1ca1ee5a-91de-4869-be2a-a2fab999b20b&_phsrc=iKj13861&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/848585 

death of Margaret’s 1st husband William Henry Howard 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/848585
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WWII draft registration -  27 Apr 1942 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/11830916?tid=&pid=&queryId=8dd6
14d3-63a1-45eb-8019-5f9b2deb9a2b&_phsrc=iKj13859&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/63303/records/4041351 
 

 

 Detroit MI 
Margaret’s obituary 
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Married Laura Thorpe on 25 Sep 1944 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61378/records/903137376?tid=&pid=&queryId=dc

5de68e-49c0-44e1-aa97-e31338df0a4b&_phsrc=iKj13954&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/1455880 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/31811140?tid=&pid=&queryId=4c99

5f35-544a-4a5b-a45d-e156e8e8aa0e&_phsrc=iKj13897&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/31811140?tid=&pid=&queryId=4c995f35-544a-4a5b-a45d-e156e8e8aa0e&_phsrc=iKj13897&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/31811140?tid=&pid=&queryId=4c995f35-544a-4a5b-a45d-e156e8e8aa0e&_phsrc=iKj13897&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/1205692 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/1205692
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Mother 
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Effie – Find A Grave 46106448 – family photo shows Effie’s father Thompson Henry (at right) & 

mother Esteline Jesse (seated at left) plus sister Jesse (back right) & child 
 

 Effie 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/3023103/person/-
1166441418/media/dc193c52-60a8-4c4d-b781-86e336b2f109?queryId=438ee942-05e8-41c2-

aeb9-
54b3b719f256&searchContextTreeId=38720826&searchContextPersonId=380042365689&_phsrc

=iKj13828&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/12315865?tid=38720826&pid=3800
42365689&queryId=60ca0d8f-6fd7-4f3d-93e7-

a820f2f1ccbd&_phsrc=iKj13822&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/4421734?tid=38720826&pid=38004
2365688&queryId=47527d24-c0c0-433f-814a-

048f31516e91&_phsrc=iKj13808&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
“Fairmount (IN) News” 9 Oct 1919 p 2 
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 Fairmount IN 
 

 Fairmount IN 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60281/records/2302082 
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Obituary of his mother Effie Lee Henry Hardesty Brouse - “Union City (IN) Times-Gazette” 28 Jan 
1944 p 1 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60716/records/1047656 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60716/records/1047656
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9045/records/2821307 
 

 Marion IN 
 

 Marion IN 
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Fairmount IN 

 

 
 

 

 Marion IN 
 
 

 Marion IN 
 

 
Marion IN 

 

 
Muncie IN 
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Marion IN 

 

 Muncie IN 
 

 
Muncie IN 
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Stepfather Peter Brouse: 

 
 

 Richmond IN 
 

 Marion IN 
 

 Fairmount IN 
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/46106460/peter_l-brouse  
 

 Muncie IN 
 
 
 

 Muncie IN 
 
 
 

 
Siblings 

 

 Fairmount IN 
 
 

Brother Arthur Lee Hardesty (1898-1968) 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61378/records/1202492327 
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 Muncie IN 
 

 Cleveland OH 
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Brother Kenneth L. Hardesty (1905-1907) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60716/records/466001?tid=&pid=&queryId=0f1832
c9-fcc1-4f89-bf20-f1cc44b9bca3&_phsrc=iKj13824&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 

Brother John Earl Hardesty (1911-1988) – Earl lived until 1988  Muncie IN 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60871/records/151739140 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60871/records/151739140
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60716/records/602788409 
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 Muncie IN 
 

 

 Richmond IN 
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Muncie IN 

 
 
 

 

 
Sister Iris M. Hardesty Pugh (1913-1998) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60871/records/304727641?tid=38720826&pid=380

042365689&queryId=3e663fea-ac48-4e0e-b960-
13e9fb701e56&_phsrc=iKj13829&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

Muncie IN 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60871/records/304727641?tid=38720826&pid=380042365689&queryId=3e663fea-ac48-4e0e-b960-13e9fb701e56&_phsrc=iKj13829&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60871/records/304727641?tid=38720826&pid=380042365689&queryId=3e663fea-ac48-4e0e-b960-13e9fb701e56&_phsrc=iKj13829&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60871/records/304727641?tid=38720826&pid=380042365689&queryId=3e663fea-ac48-4e0e-b960-13e9fb701e56&_phsrc=iKj13829&_phstart=successSource
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 Richmond IN 
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 Muncie IN 
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Muncie IN 
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 Muncie IN 
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 Richmond IN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: Francis Willard Hardesty 
Name variations:  Willard Hardesty, F.W. Hardesty 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - corporal 
Serial number:  250,099 
Entered service from: Fairmount, Grant IN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Francis W. Hardesty 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Effie Hardesty, Fairmont IN  
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Francis W. Hardesty 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Effie Hardesty, Fairmony [sic/Fairmont] IN (cpl, 
213th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): Francis entered the Army on 17 Apr 1917, before national draft 
registration day on 5 Jun 1917 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Francis Willard Hardesty – b. 15 Feb 1900 Boone Co. IN; 
res: 315 Sheridan Ave., Dayton, Montgomery OH. NOK Bertha Hardesty, same address. Employed 
by City of Dayton OH Police Department. Height: 5’ 10 ¾” – weight: 195 lbs. Registered 16 Feb 
1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 17 Apr 1917 
Discharged 17 Jun 1919 
Address:  1125 W. 4th, Dayton OH 
Rank/unit:  corporal, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 15 Feb 1900 Boone Co. IN  
Died: 24 Jan 1984 Dayton, Montgomery OH (Veterans  Hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 75759230, presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location: Fairborn, Greene OH 
Cemetery: Fairfield 
Tombstone:  inscription: Cpl US Army WWI  
 
Father: Charles Edward Hardesty, 13 Feb 1879 Boone Co. IN [listed as 13 Feb 1878 KY on his MI 
death record – 6 August 1950 Detroit, Wayne MI.   
 
Son of Lewis William Hardesty (1851-1919, F: 45923662) & Elizabeth Ellen Rodrick (1853-1923, F: 
45923652).  
 
Also known as Charlie or Charley. He claims to have been born in KY on his marriage records with 
Margaret Linstead Howard and Laura McClelland Thorpe, and Kentucky appears on his MI death 
record, which also erroneously lists his birthdate as 13 Feb 1878, since all other records indicate 
that date in 1879,.  
 
There are several erroneous death dates on Ancestry.com. It is possible to trace him accurately by 
following his later marriage records, which correctly record the names of his parents. 
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According to newspaper reports, Charles deserted his family in Fairmount IN in Dec 1914, when he 
also sold his barber shop & immediately married (without divorcing Effie) Mary McMillan in Marion 
IN, who had 3 children. Charles then used the alias Fenstemaker, moved to Florida & then to St. 
Elmo IL where he was arrested for bigamy.  
 
Effie, who had recently learned of his whereabouts, pleaded for leniency in court in Feb 1916. 
Charles pled guilty to bigamy in Grant Co. IN circuit court on 18 Feb 1916. He said he had twice 
tried to “escape” wife #2 and return to his family, but she thwarted him. 
 
Effie said the couple lived together again, but separated for the last time in Aug 1917. 
 
When Charles Edward registered for the WWI draft – on 12 Sep 1918, the “second tier” of 
registrations – he was age 39 & resided at 321 N. Alabama, Indianapolis IN, b. 13 Feb 1879, a barber 
for Otto Ray (12 N. New Jersey, Indianapolis) & his NOK was Effie Hardesty of Fairmount IN.  
 
In Oct 1919, wife Effie sued him for divorce on the grounds of bigamy (as detailed in newspaper 
articles copied above).  
 
Her 1919 legal divorce notice published in the newspaper is directed toward a non-resident of 
Indiana. 
 
On 17 Oct 1934 in Lucas Co. OH, Charles Edward Hardesty married Margaret Isabelle (“Bell”) 
(Linstead) Howard. She was born 17 Feb 1875 Ravenshoe, York Regional Municipality, Ontario, 
Canada. According to their marriage license, Margaret Howard was the daughter of William 
Linstead & Paulina Ashley. She had been married once before & was a widow; her deceased 
husband was William Howard. Margaret Howard was age 57 on 17 Feb 1934, a resident of Detroit 
MI & a domestic. – Ancestry.com records list her parents as William B. Linstead & Paulina Mary 
Pashby.  
 
In the 1920 census for Detroit, Wayne MI, conducted 6 Jan 1920, Margaret I. Howrd (44 Canada, 
emigration date unknown, alien, father b. Canada (English), mother b. England) lived with husband 
William H. Howard (64 Canada, father b. England, mother b. Canada, a contractor, cutting lawns). 
 
William Henry Howard (12 Feb 1855 Brooklyn, Ontario, Canada – 20 Feb 1933 Detroit, Wayne MI).  
 
Edward C. Hardesty said he was age 55 on 13 Feb 1934, a resident of 3856 Detroit Ave. (Detroit 
MI?), the son of Louis Hardesty & Elizabeth Roadrich. He claimed he was previously married once & 
was now a widower [Effie was still alive]. His occupation was cabinet maker.    
 
Edward Charles Hardesty registered for the WWII draft on 27 Apr 1942 as a resident of Detroit, 
Wayne MI.  
 
Margaret Hardesty died 29 Mar 1944 in Detroit, Wayne MI & is buried in Roseland Park Cemetery, 
Berkley, Oakland MI. F; 218791600 
 
Six months after Margaret’s death, again in Lucas Co. OH, on 25 September 1944, Edward 
Hardesty married Laura McClelland Thorpe [plus another husband’s surname].  Edward said he 
was age 65 on 13 Feb 1944 & had been born in KY [untrue]. He was a barber, son of Louis W. 
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Hardesty & Elizabeth McRodrick. He had previously been married once [not true] & was now a 
widower [Effie had died 28 Jan 1944 & Margaret died 29 Mar 1944].  
 
Laura Thorpe, age 65 on 4 Mar 1944, had been born in Canada – apparently in 1879 - and was a 
resident of Detroit MI. Her parents were William McClelland & Sarah Ararill (spelling?). She had 
been married twice before & was now a widow; she had been Mrs. Herbert Thorpe.  
 
However, in the 1930 census for Detroit, Wayne MI, conducted 23 Apr 1930, living at 808 W. 
Alexandrine Ave., was Laura Thorpe (49 Canada, parents b. Canada, age 32 at her 1st marriage) 
living with husband Edward Thorpe, 62 MI, parents b. MI, interior decorator, age 45 at 1st marriage). 
Edward Thorpe died 20 Dec 1937. 
 
In the 1940 census for Detroit, Wayne MI, conducted 15/16 Apr 1940, Laura THORP, 60 Canada, 
widow, lived at 808 Alexandrine, where she had lived in 1935. No occupation was listed. 
 
Charles & Laura separated circa 1948.  
 
Two years later, Charles laid out the clothes he wanted to be buried in, packed all his belongings 
into boxes, wrote 4 notes (one of them informing a finder about the clothing) and then shot himself 
in the right temple with a .22-calibre rifle. He was seeing a physician about his heart ailment. 
 
Burial information unknown. 
Find A Grave:  301337426 (created 25 Jun 2026) 
 
Mother:  Effie Lee Henry Hardesty Brouse, Jun 1875 Jamestown, Boone IN – 28 Jan 1944 Randolph 
Co. IN.  
Name also found as Ida Effie Lee Henry. 
 
Daughter of Thompson Henry & Esteline Jesse.  
 
First husband was Charles Hardesty (1897).  
 
After divorcing him, Effie married Peter L. Brouse (1870-1932) in 1920. Effie’s daughter Iris listed 
Peter Brouse as her father on her marriage license.  
 
From the “Union City (IN) Times-Gazette” 28 Jan 1944 (on Find A Grave): Effie died at the Randolph 
County Hospital. Survived by 3 sons: Arthur Lee Hardesty (Cleveland OH), Francis Willard Hardesty 
(Dayton OH) & John Earl Hardesty (near Deerfield), daughter Mrs. Eugene Pugh (Lynn), 3 sisters, 2 
brothers, 5 stepdaughters, 2 stepsons, 12 grandchildren.  
 
Cause of death: “basilar fracture of the skull – accident – patient fell at work – possible latent 
meningitis.” Effie fell & died at the Anchor-Hocking Glass Co. works, where she was employed. 
Buried in Reitenour Cemetery, Ward township, Randolph Co. IN. 
Find A Grave: 46106448 
Parents’ marriage:  22 Aug 1897 Montgomery Co. IN (with marriage license obtained 21 Aug 1897) – 
Charles Hardesty & Effie L. Henry 
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Stepfather: Peter L. Brouse, 8 Aug 1870 Randolph Co. IN – 23 Feb 1932 Randolph Co. IN. 
Son of Bona Venter Michael Brouse & Anna Eliza Clark. 
Buried in Reitenour Cemetery, Ward township, Randolph Co. IN. 
Find A Grave: 48106460 
Stepfather’s marriage: 30 Oct 1920 in Randolph Co. IN. 
 
1920 - Spouse:  Inez Alma Benson Hardesty, 28 Aug 1896 Muncie, Delaware Co. IN – Jun 1974 
Washington DC.  
Daughter of Francis Henry (Frankie) Benson (1862-1944, F: 73764412) & Sarah Inez Rollins (1861-
1934, F: 117826713).  
Her name is also found as Alma Inez.   
SSN 312-01-4642. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 17 Apr 1920 Muncie, Delaware Co. IN. Francis Willard, age 20, son of Charles Hardesty, 
to Inez A. Benson. The couple married at the home of Inez’s parents. 
Francis filed for divorce in Dayton, Montgomery OH on 19 Dec 1931. He charged her with being 
“cold and indifferent.” 
 
Spouse:  Bertha Bernauer Brady Hardesty, 19 Apr 1889 Greene Co. OH – 2 Apr 1991 Beavercreek, 
Greene OH.  
Daughter of John Bernauer and Anna Maria/Marie Ottinger.  
Died 17 days before her 102nd birthday.  
In article above, Bertha noted how as a child she heard the noise Orville & Wilbur Wright in Dayton 
OH made working on their flying machine while she was bringing the cows home in the evening. 
 
On 9 Oct 1917 in Greene Co. IN, Bertha Bernauer married Leo W. Brady (8 Jan 1886 Bridgewater, 
Rockingham VA – 10 Nov 1928 OH). 
 
On their marriage license, Leo W. Brady, age 31, was a resident of Dayton OH. He had been born in 
Bridgewater VA & was a tinner. His parents were George W. Brady & Martha Victoria Parr. He had 
been married once before & was divorced. 
 
Bertha Bernauer, age 28 on 19 Apr 1917, was born in & a resident of Bath township, Green Co. OH. 
Her parents were John Bernauer & Anna Marie Ruttinger (or could be Ottinger).  
 
Leo’s former wife was Mayme Maloney, whom he had divorced in Feb 1917 in Dayton, Montgomery 
OH. 
 
He operated a sheet metal shop & died of a heart attack. Leo is buried in Fairfield Cemetery, 
Fairborn, Greene OH. F: 75733681. 
 
After Brady’s death, she at first refused the marriage proposal of Francis Hardesty, who was 11 
years younger than she was.  
Buried in Fairfield Cemetery, Fairborn, Greene OH. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 75733672 
Marriage: 14 Jun 1932 
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Child: by his 1st wife Alma Inez Benson 

• Marcella Mae Hardesty, 29 Sep 1921 Muncie, Delaware Co. IN – 16 Nov 2007 (last 
residence in Washington DC). - SSN 310-14-3888. - On her IN birth record, her parents are 
listed as Francis Willard Hardesty (age 22, b. Boone Co. IN) & Alma Inez Benson (age 25, b. 
Muncie IN). They were residents of 703 S. Vine St., Muncie IN. She was Alma’s 1st child.  – 
Resident of Washington DC when her father Francis died in 1984.  

 
Siblings:  
At least 1 other sibling died, presumably in infancy.  
In the 1910 census, his mother said she had given birth to 4 children, 2 of whom were living. Listed 
were Arthur & “Williard.”   
When John was born in 1911, he is listed on his IN birth record as Effie’s 5th child, with 3 now living. 
When Iris was born in 1913, she is listed on her IN birth record as Effie’s 6th child, with 4 now living.  

• Arthur Lee (Luther) Hardesty, 11 Jun 1898 Lebanon, Boone Co. IN [also found as Cass Co. 
IN] – 27 Jul 1968 East Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. - Birth name is Arthur Luther Hardesty; 
listed as Luther in the 1900 census. - Husband of Clara C. Kuebler (1895-1984, F: 
157717560) whom he married 10 Aug 1918 in Cleveland, Cuyahoga Co. OH. On their OH 
marriage license: Arthur L. Hardesty, age 20, resident of 8412 Linwood Ave., b. Lebanon IN, 
machinist, son of Chas. Hardesty & Effie Henry & Clara C. Kuebler, age 23, resident of 1360 
Cook Ave., Lakewood OH, b. Cleveland OH, bookkeeper, daughter of Henry C. Kuebler & 
Jennie C. Steinmetz. First marriage for both. Married by justice of the peace W.J. Zoul, 
Shaker Heights OH. - - Buried in Lakewood Park Cemetery, Rocky River, Cuyahoga OH. F: 
157717564 

• Kenneth L. Hardesty, 27 Oct 1905 (IN death record but 31 Oct 1905 on Find A Grave) Grant 
Co. IN – 17 Jan 1907 (on IN death record but 15 Jan 1907 on Find A Grave) Jefferson 
township, Grant IN. – His death record reports his death at 1 year, 2 months, 19 days of 
pneumonia. His parents are listed as Chas. E. Hardesty (b. Boone Co. IN) & Effie L. Henry 
(b. Boone Co. IN). – Buried in Jefferson Cemetery, Upland, Grant IN. F; 109825299 

• John Earl Hardesty, 19 Jan 1911 Gas City, Grant IN – 23 Oct 1988 Winchester, Randolph Co. 
IN (Community Care Center nursing home). – Known as “Earl.” - On his IN birth record: b. 
19 Jan 1911 Gas City, Mill township, Grant Co. IN to Chas. E. Hardesty (age 38, b. IN, 
barber) & Effie Lee Henry (age 35, b. IN, housewife), both residents of Gas City IN. John was 
Effie’s 5th child, with 3 now living. - Husband of Lilly May Matteson (1913-1989, F: 
46136337). They married 17 Aug 1929 in Winchester, Randolph IN in the Friends Parsonage. 
- IN death record gives cause of death as renal failure & congestive heart failure. Farm & 
glass worker. Married to Lilly May Matteson. - Buried in Reitenour Cemetery, Ward 
township, Randolph Co. IN. F: 46136326 

• Iris Mae Hardesty Pugh, 12 Jul 1913 Fairmount, Grant Co. IN – 18 Nov 1998 Parker City, 
Randolph IN (in Parker Health Care Center). - On her IN birth record, female child b. 12 Jul 
1913 Fairmount, Grant IN, born to Charles E. Hardesty (age 34, barber) & Effie Leah Henry 
(age 38, housewife), both residents of Fairmount IN, both born IN. She was Effie’s 6th child, 
with 4 now living. - Wife of Albert Eugene (“Gene”) Pugh (1909-1997, F: 16053536). - Buried 
in Buena Vista Cemetery, Union township, Randolph Co. IN. F; 16053522 

 
Notes: 
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Pre-war: 
 
1917 Muncie IN city directory 
Hardesty,  
Chas. E. (Effie Lee), barber shop, 111 W. Main, residence: 653 N. Elm 
Lewis W. (Elizabeth E.), retired farmer h w s Granville Ave., 1 n C&) Ry, North View 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Muncie (IN) Star Press" 28 Mar 1918 p 11 – the Sammy Backers Association secretary Earl Morris 
mailed a sweater to F.W. Hardesty in England. It was knitted by Mrs. Ella Patterson, to replace the 
sweater he lost on the Tuscania.  
 
"Fairmount (IN) News" 22 Apr 1918 p 1 - Cpl. Francis Willard Hardesty's letter to mother Mrs. Effie 
from Scotland, seeing the sites, took another flight, flying is "risky" but "splendid."   
 
Post-war: 
 
There are numerous articles found on Newspapers.com about Francis’s work in the police force of 
Dayton, Montgomery OH. These are usually found by searching “F.W. Hardesty.” 
 
Francis joined the Dayton OH police force on 5 Sep 1923 & served in both the detective & patrol 
divisions. He retired 26 Oct 1948 so he would have enough time to enjoy retirement. In one of the 
articles about his retirement, Francis is described as “genial, mild-mannered.” He said about 
surviving the sinking of “Tuscania” in 1918: “Nothing I ever experienced on the police force ever 
came up to that experience. I thought I was going to meet my maker that time.” 
 
He noted that he had guarded criminal John Dillinger in Dayton OH.  
 
Obituary: 
 
"Dayton [OH] Daily News" 26 Jan 1984 p 14 - age 83, resident of 3080 Stop Eight Rd., Dayton OH. 
Died at Veterans Hospital after a lengthy illness. WWI Army veteran, member of VFW. Survived by 
his wife of 50 years, Bertha (Bernauer) Hardesty, also daughter Marcella Hardesty of Washington 
DC, sister Iris Pugh, brother Earl H. Burial in Fairfield Cemetery. Retired from Dayton OH Police 
Department after 25 years of service. 
 
Social Security Number:  282-28-0690 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Walnut, Montgomery IN – conducted 6 Jun 1900 – record is faint & difficult to read – 
conducted 6 Jun 1900 
Charles S.? Hardesty, 21 IN, Feb 1879, father b. IN, mother b. OH, married 3 years, day laborer 
Effie L., 24 IN, Jun 1875, parents b. IN, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Luther L., 1 IN, Jun 1898 [Arthur Lee] 
William, 3 months IN, Feb 1900 [i.e. Francis Willard] 
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John, 17 IN, May 1881, parents b. IN, day laborer [which disagrees with Charles’s record] [Charles’s 
brother] 
 
1910 Gas City, Grant IN – Railroad St. – conducted 20 Apr 1910 
Charlie Hardesty, 33 IN, parents b. IN, in 1st marriage, married 12 years, barber, own shop 
Effie, 34 IN, parents b. IN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 2 are living 
Arthur, 11 IN 
Williard, 10 IN 
 
1920 Fairmount, Grant IN – 602 Sycamore St. – conducted 8/9 Jan 1920 
Effie Hardesty, 44 IN, parents b. IN, divorced, laundress, at home 
Francis W., 19 IN, parents b. IN, stock clerk, aero-plane service 
John E., 8 IN, parents b. IN 
Iris M., 6 IN, parents b. IN 
 

 
315 Sheridan Ave., Dayton OH - https://www.google.com/maps/@39.7602024,-
84.1507276,3a,75y,6.25h,90t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1saLRky3HCYf7Jt84Hu8rJLw!2e0!6shttps:%2F
%2Fstreetviewpixels-
pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3
D600%26pitch%3D0%26panoid%3DaLRky3HCYf7Jt84Hu8rJLw%26yaw%3D6.25!7i16384!8i8192?
entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYyMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D 
 
1930 Dayton, Montgomery OH – 315 Sheridan Ave. – conducted 9 Apr 1930 
Francis W. Hardesty, 29 IN, parents b. IN, age 19 at 1st marriage, police man, city, WWI veteran 
Inez A., 32 IN, parents b. IN, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Marcella M., 8 IN 
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1940 Dayton, Montgomery OH – 315 Sheridan Ave. – same place in 1935 – with his 2nd wife – 
conducted 15 Apr 1940 
Francis W. Hardesty, 40 IN, policeman, city police force 
Bertha, 50 OH 
 
1940 Muncie, Delaware IN – 1510 S. Madison St. – same place in 1935 – his ex-wife & daughter – 
conducted 20-22 Apr 1940 
Alma I. Hardesty, 43 IN, divorced, clerk, patent medicine 
Marcella Mae, 18 IN 
 
1950 Dayton, Montgomery OH – 315 Sheridan Ave. – conducted 13 Apr 1950 
Francis Hardesty, 50 IN, guard, bank 
Bertha, 60 OH 
 
 


