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Hamner, William Daniel 
1895 VA – 1986 VA 

 
  
 

 

 
VA death certificate  
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Veterans Administration Master Index –  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X4G4-
3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRWK-

M16Z&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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“Newport News (VA) Daily Press” 29 Apr 1986 p 36 
 

 
Lynchburg VA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/25165510 

 
 

 
Birthplace of Pedlar Mills, Amherst Co. VA - 

https://www.mapquest.com/us/virginia/pedlar-mills-monroe-va-283396560 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/25165510
https://www.mapquest.com/us/virginia/pedlar-mills-monroe-va-283396560


5 
 

 



6 
 

 



7 
 

 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_State_Colony_for_Epileptics_and_Feebleminded#:~:

text=The%20colony%20opened%20in%201910,Bell. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_State_Colony_for_Epileptics_and_Feebleminded#:~:text=The%20colony%20opened%20in%201910,Bell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_State_Colony_for_Epileptics_and_Feebleminded#:~:text=The%20colony%20opened%20in%201910,Bell
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https://asylumprojects.org/index.php?title=Virginia_State_Epileptic_Colony 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/proginfo/2017/06/the-colony 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Life 
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 Roanoke VA 
 
 



13 
 

 

Staunton VA 
 

 Richmond VA 
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 Lynchburg VA 
 
 
 

 

Lynchburg VA – Ruth’s mother Bertha Coffey 
 
 

 
 

 Lynchburg VA  
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 Lynchburg VA – William, Ruth & son George attend the Gilbert family 
reunion – Ruth’s mother was Bertha Gilbert Coffey 
 

 Lynchburg VA 
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Bedford VA – land sold to William & Ruth by her parents Irvin & Bertha Coffey 

 Lynchburg VA 
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 Lynchburg VA 
 
 

 
 

 
Lynchburg VA 
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 Newport News VA 
 
 

 Newport News VA 
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 Newport News VA 
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 Newport News VA 
 

 
Lynchburg VA 
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Bedford VA 

 
 
 

 Newport News VA 
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Visited sister Annie Hamner Hale in FL -  Newport News VA 
 
 
 
 

Lynchburg VA 
 

 Lynchburg VA 
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Newport News VA 
 

 Bedford VA 
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 Newport News VA  

  Bedford VA 
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  Bedford VA 
 

 

Resided in Goode VA in Jan 1976 when his half-brother died  Bedford 
VA 
 

 
 
 

 Bedford VA 
 

 Bedford VA 
 

 Bedford VA 
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 Bedford VA 
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A submarine again – “Newport News (VA) Daily Press” 14 Mar 1986 p 6 

 
 

 
Wife 
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Marriage – “Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Thursday, 29 Jun 1933 p 16 

 

 

 
Lynchburg VA 

 
 
 

 
The date is inaccurate 
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 Bedford VA 
 
 

 
 
 

 Lynchburg VA 
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 Lynchburg VA 
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Newport News VA 
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Lynchburg VA 

 

 
Lynchburg VA 

 
 



33 
 

 

  
 

 
Child 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/1365684461  
 

 

 Newport News VA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9279/records/116450377 
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https://www.fold3.com/image/730460645/hamner-george-irving-page-1-us-korean-war-

era-draft-registration-cards-1948-
1959?xid=7602&_gl=1*7aoduz*_gcl_au*NDkyNjA2NDQuMTc3NTY1MjA0Mg..*_ga*MTUzMz
E0MjY5My4xNzc1NjUyMDQw*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05Mz
E0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg2JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA..*_ga_LMK6
K2LSJH*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg1JGcxJHQx

NzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA.. 
 
 

https://www.fold3.com/image/730460645/hamner-george-irving-page-1-us-korean-war-era-draft-registration-cards-1948-1959?xid=7602&_gl=1*7aoduz*_gcl_au*NDkyNjA2NDQuMTc3NTY1MjA0Mg..*_ga*MTUzMzE0MjY5My4xNzc1NjUyMDQw*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg2JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA..*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg1JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA
https://www.fold3.com/image/730460645/hamner-george-irving-page-1-us-korean-war-era-draft-registration-cards-1948-1959?xid=7602&_gl=1*7aoduz*_gcl_au*NDkyNjA2NDQuMTc3NTY1MjA0Mg..*_ga*MTUzMzE0MjY5My4xNzc1NjUyMDQw*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg2JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA..*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg1JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA
https://www.fold3.com/image/730460645/hamner-george-irving-page-1-us-korean-war-era-draft-registration-cards-1948-1959?xid=7602&_gl=1*7aoduz*_gcl_au*NDkyNjA2NDQuMTc3NTY1MjA0Mg..*_ga*MTUzMzE0MjY5My4xNzc1NjUyMDQw*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg2JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA..*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg1JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA
https://www.fold3.com/image/730460645/hamner-george-irving-page-1-us-korean-war-era-draft-registration-cards-1948-1959?xid=7602&_gl=1*7aoduz*_gcl_au*NDkyNjA2NDQuMTc3NTY1MjA0Mg..*_ga*MTUzMzE0MjY5My4xNzc1NjUyMDQw*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg2JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA..*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg1JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA
https://www.fold3.com/image/730460645/hamner-george-irving-page-1-us-korean-war-era-draft-registration-cards-1948-1959?xid=7602&_gl=1*7aoduz*_gcl_au*NDkyNjA2NDQuMTc3NTY1MjA0Mg..*_ga*MTUzMzE0MjY5My4xNzc1NjUyMDQw*_ga_4QT8FMEX30*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg2JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA..*_ga_LMK6K2LSJH*c2ZjMzU4MGE0LTQ4YWMtNGI4Ny05MzE0LWYyN2Y0NjllYjA0ZCRvMTg1JGcxJHQxNzgxMDgzMzM0JGo0MSRsMCRoMA
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Newport News VA 
 



37 
 

 

 
Richmond VA 
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Marriage of his son George Irving Hamner to Lynne Ashburn Lewis – “Newport News (VA) Daily 

Press” 4 Jan 1958 p 8 
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 Richmond VA 
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 Newport News VA 
 
 

 
Father 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/166810113/person/372257455955/media/93001020-8abf-4171-98ff-

1142f1f9342b 
 

 
Bedford VA 
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 Julius Hamner’s sister -  
Lynchburg VA 
 

 Lynchburg VA 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mother 
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Lynchburg VA 
 
 
 

 
 
Father’s 1st wife Alma M. Gatewood 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/166810113/person/372257455955/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/166810113/person/372257455955/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/166810113/person/372257455955/facts
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/205558352/thomas-benjamin-gatewood#view-
photo=292232308 
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Find A Grave 205558352 
 
 
 

 
Father’s 2nd wife Harriet Emma Turpin 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2558/records/103138?tid=&pid=&queryId=
fa895498-e5a0-4c53-8815-11277c51adbe&_phsrc=iKj12118&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62152/records/119666 
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Siblings 
 

 

 
 

Obituary of his sister Annie Maude Hamner Hale (1897-1977) – “Newport News (VA) Daily 
Press” 26 Aug 1977 p 8 
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Norfolk VA 

 
 
 

 
Find A Grave 29235785 
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 Newport News VA 
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Brother Dewey Hopson Hamner (1898- 1972?) - “Banning (CA) Record-Gazette” Wednesday  24 

May 1972 p 1 
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 Banning CA 
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“Banning (CA) Record-Gazette” 10 Jul 1972 p 1 
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“Banning (CA) Record-Gazette” 18 Jul 1972 p 1 

 

 
 

 
Obituary of sister Mattie Louise Hamner Dovell Corcoran (1901-1973) who died 30 Oct 

1973 – “Newport News (VA) Daily Press” Thursday, 1 Nov 1973 p 30 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61404/records/900395841?tid=&pid=&que

ryId=6798885e-36df-4e20-8d58-
4748e83170cc&_phsrc=iKj12149&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

Washington DC 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61404/records/900395841?tid=&pid=&queryId=6798885e-36df-4e20-8d58-4748e83170cc&_phsrc=iKj12149&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61404/records/900395841?tid=&pid=&queryId=6798885e-36df-4e20-8d58-4748e83170cc&_phsrc=iKj12149&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61404/records/900395841?tid=&pid=&queryId=6798885e-36df-4e20-8d58-4748e83170cc&_phsrc=iKj12149&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/6433177 
 

 Washington DC 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/6433177
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Washington DC 

 

 
Washington DC 
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Washington DC 

 

 
Washington DC 
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Obituary of his sister Nellie Bell Hamner Thompson (1903-1994)  – “Newport News (VA) 
Daily Press” Tuesday 25 Jan 1994 p 13 

 

 
 

 
Lynchburg VA 
 
 

Sister Ethel Gladys Hamner Wilmer (1905-1981) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006074_

0297-00039?pId=23244455  
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006074_0297-00039?pId=23244455
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006074_0297-00039?pId=23244455
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Lynchburg VA 
 
 
 

 
 

 Bedford VA 
Brother Harry Julius Hamner (1907-1984) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43067_172028008879_

0413-00050?pId=116716652 
 
 

 
Lynchburg VA 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/legacyremembers/farrar-ware-
obituary?id=29647164 

Sister Farrar Mae Hamner Ware (1909-2003) 
 

 
 
 

 
Obituary of his brother Joseph Benjamin Hamner (1911-1953) – “Fresno (CA) Bee” 12 Nov 

1953 p 47 
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Middle name spelled Benjiman - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/18435908?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=bb940f01-6273-4787-9743-71eac8b4af6b&_phsrc=iKj12129&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/3022052 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/3022052
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/38741459 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/62307143 



68 
 

 

 Fresno CA 
 

 Fresno CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/10477747 
Sister Alma Florence Hamner Checchia (1913-2002) 

 
 

 
Half-sibling: by his father’s 1st wife Alma Gatewood 

 
 

 
Lynchburg VA 

 
Half-brother Fred Moore Hamner (1884-1951) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9278/records/751677642 

 

 
Half-siblings by father’s 2nd wife Harriet Turpin: 
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Obituary of his half-brother Clinton Gray Hamner (1888-1976) – “Newport News (VA) Daily 

Press” 28 Jan 1976 p 29 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/3021982 
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Half-brother Clinton Gray Hamner - “Long Beach (CA) Independent Press-Telegram” 10 Feb 1973 p 
15 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61460/records/900987271?tid=&pid=&queryId=08
d22b11-371d-4dc6-b963-973732b54ed0&_phsrc=iKj12160&_phstart=successSource 

 



73 
 

 

 
Santa Cruz CA 
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 Norfolk VA 
Half-sister Lena Emma Hamner Tarrh (1891-1964) 

 

 Norfolk VA 
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Norfolk VA 

 
 

 
Jared Hamner (1886) 

 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

 
 
Name: William Daniel Hamner 
Name variations: Will Hamner 
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Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number: 250,320 
Entered service from: Knowles (Knoll, Amherst VA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William D. Hamner 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Julius J. Hamner, Knoll VA 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William D. Hamner 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Julius Hamner, Knoll VA (pvt, 16th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as William Daniel Hamner - b. 22 Oct 1895 Amherst VA; 
res: Knoll, Amherst VA. Single. Farming, employed by no one, at home. Medium height & 
build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: State Colony, Colony VA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as William Daniel Hamner - b. 22 Oct 1895 Pedlar Mills VA; 
res: RFD #1, Box 244 A, Hilton Village, Warwick VA. NOK Mrs. Wm. D. Hamner, same 
address. Employed at US Government Utilities Department, Fort Eustis VA. Height: 5’7” – 
weight: 160 lbs. Registered 26 Apr 1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Dec 1917  
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address: Knoll, Amherst VA 
Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 22 Oct 1895 Pedlar Mills, Amherst VA  
Died: 27 Apr 1986 Salem, Roanoke VA (Veterans Administration Hospital, resident of 
Goode, Bedford VA which is listed as his death location on Find A Grave)  
The 1900 census claims a birthdate of Oct 1892. Most of the birthdates on that census for 
family members do not match other records. 
Find A Grave record: 152147071, presence on Tuscania noted in text   
Burial location: Bedford, Bedford VA 
Cemetery: Greenwood 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Julius Judson Hamner, 4 Mar 1852 Amherst Co. VA – 22 Nov 1929 Staunton, Augusta VA. 
Son of William A. Hamner & Martha Grubbs Farrar. Julius’s VA death certificate claims both his 
parents were born in Appomattox VA, but names unknown. 
He was alive 20 Aug 1925 when his wife died (according to her VA death certificate).  
On his VA death record: widowed, died of aortic regurgitation 22 Nov 1929 in Staunton VA, born 4 
Mar 1852 Amherst Co. VA. Father’s & mother’s names unknown, both b. Appomattox VA. Buried in 
Holcomb Rock, Bedford VA on 26 Nov 1929.  
 
His first wife was Alma M. Gatewood (b. ca. 1861 VA) whom he married 4 Jan 1883 in Amherst Co. 
VA.  
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Alma was the daughter of Thomas Breckenridge (middle name in his obituary) or Benjamin (middle 
name on Find A Grave) Gatewood (1826 VA - 3 Jun 1913 VA, F: 205558352) & his 1st wife, Editha J. 
Christian. Thomas Gatewood is buried in the Thornton Family Cemetery, Amherst Co. VA, F: 
205558352. 
 
In the 1870 census for “Peddler” (Pedlar Mills), Amherst Co. VA, Alina Gatewood, age 9, b. VA, lived 
with her parents. In the 1880 census for Pedlar, Amherst VA, Alma Gatewood was age 19, b. VA. 
 
An online genealogy claims she died in 1885; the same genealogy lists her birthplace in Amherst, 
MASSACHUSETTS instead of Virginia. 
 
Julius & Alma had a son, Fred Moore Hamner (1884-1951). 
 
Julius married Harriet Emma Turpin on 24 Nov 1886 in Amherst Co. VA; Harriet was 22 years old. 
She died 14 Jan 1893 in 2nd District, Amherst VA.   
She was the daughter of Robert A./H. Turpin & Sallie Higginbotham.  
 
In the 1870 census, 5-year-old Emma lived with her parents in Bedford Co. VA. She died of fever.  
 
A son named Jared (or Forest?) was, according to the 1900 census which has inaccurate birthdates 
for several family members, born Feb 1886. This was before Julius’s marriage to Harriet Turpin.   
 
Julius & Harriet’s children were Clinton Gray Hamner & Lena Emma Hamner.  
 
Buried in Holcomb Rock, Bedford VA according to his death certificate but on Find A Grave in 
Hamner Family Cemetery, Amherst Co. VA. 
Find A Grave:  283634646 
 
Mother:  Sallie Tora Singleton Hamner, 29 Apr 1871 Spout Spring, Appomattox VA – 20 Aug 1925 
Pedlar, Amherst VA.  
Daughter of Daniel Singleton (b. Appomattox VA) & Ann Whitaker (b. Appomattox VA).  
Died of paralysis, a farmer’s wife, married to J.J. Hamner. Resident of Knoll VA.  
Buried in Knoll VA 21 Aug 1925. 
On Find A Grave, buried in Hamner Family Cemetery, Amherst Co. VA. 
Find A Grave:  283634664 
Parents’ marriage: On the delayed birth certificate of Julius & Sallie’s daughter Ethel, the marriage 
date of her parents is listed as 16 Oct 1894 VA. Since his wife Harriet Turpin had died 14 Jan 1893, 
this date makes sense.  
 
Spouse:  Ruth Newsome Coffey Hamner, 17 Aug 1910 WV – 7 Jul 2002 Richmond VA.  
Daughter of Irvin C. Coffey (F:122226586) & Bertha Lelia Gilbert (F: 122226622).  
Resident of Bedford VA since 1999 at the time of her death. Survived by son George, 2 
grandchildren, 2 great-grandchildren.  
Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Bedford, Bedford VA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 147490028 
Marriage: Saturday 24 Jun 1933, in the Baptist parsonage at Amherst, Amherst Co. VA.  
 
Child: 
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• George Irving Hamner, 1 Mar 1935 Amherst Co. VA -  . - Married Lynne Ashburn Lewis, the 
daughter of Raymond C. Lewis of Hampton VA & Mrs. Richard Lafayette Nottingham Jr. of 
Warwick VA (at the time of their marriage). Obtained marriage license in Warwick VA on 29 
Dec 1957; married in Newport News VA the same day, at the Chapel of the Congregational 
Christian Church. Wedding coverage in “Newport News (VA) Daily Press” 4 Jan 1958 p 8.  

 
Siblings:  In 1900 census, mother Sallie says she has given birth to 7 children, 6 of whom are living, 
naming Jared, Clinton, Lena, Willie, Maud & Dewey.  This is not accurate; as some of the children 
were from her husband’s earlier marriage. 

• Annie Maude Hamner Hale, 3 Feb 1897 Amherst Co. VA – 25 Aug 1977 City of Poquoson VA. 
- SSN 227-07-1374. - Recorded as Maud in the 1900 census, born Jul 1894. - Wife of Charles 
Bridewell Hale (1898-1933). The couple obtained a marriage license in Apr 1920. -  Listed as 
Mrs. Ann Hale of Poquoson MD in her sister Louise’s Nov 1973 obituary. - Buried in St. 
John’s Church Cemetery, Hampton, Hampton VA. F: 29235785  

• Dewey Hobson Hamner, 16 Nov 1898 Amherst Co. VA – vanished 12 May 1972 from 
Banning, Riverside CA. - According to the 1900 census, born Apr 1899. -  His VA birth 
certificate was filed/delayed 16 Jun 1941. Son of Julius J. Hamner, 46, farmer, b. Pedlar 
Mills VA & Sallie T. Singleton, 24, b. Spout Spring VA, housekeeper, both residents of Pedlar 
Mills VA. Signed by F.M. Hamner [her half-brother Fred Hamner], age 57. Listed as Dewy 
Hamner in his brother Joseph’s Nov 1953 obituary, resident of Wilmington [state not 
indicated] Search parties were unable to locate him in 1972; see articles above.  

• Mattie Louise Hamner Dovell/Dovel Corcoran, 9 Sep 1900 (Find A Grave) or1901 VA – 30 
Oct 1973 Takoma Park, Montgomery MD. – Listed as Mrs. Louise Doval of Washington DC in 
her brother Joseph’s Nov 1953 obituary. – Mattie Hamner married Kirby Russell 
Dovel/Dovell (1901 VA – 1944 VA, F; 28737481). He is buried as Dovel but Dovell is the most 
common form in records. – In the 1930 census, Kirby R. “Davall” (28 VA, parents b. VA, 
decorator) lived with wife “Louis” (27 VA, parents b. VA, a telephone operator) at 1229 – 12th 
St. NW. The census was conducted 14 Apr 1930. – In 1940, Kirby R. Dovell (Povell), 38 VA, 
paper hanger, building construction) lived with wife Mattie L. (37 VA, telephone operator) & 
daughter Shirley A. (7 DC) at 1746 Columbia Rd. NW. They had lived at the same place in 
1935; this census was conducted 1 May 1940. -  Following Kirby’s death in a car accident in 
Mar 1944, Mattie L. Dovell obtained a marriage license in Washington DC in May 1946 with 
Herman Lester Corcordan (1906-1964, F; 49170821). They are buried together in Arlington 
National Cemetery. - Obituary copied above from “Newport News (VA) Daily Press” 1 Nov 
1973 p 30. Used name Louise Corcoran, resident of Brentwood MD, who died 30 Oct 1973 
in Takoma Park Hospital after a long illness. – Buried in Arlington National Cemetery, 
Arlington, Arlington Co. VA. F: 125981273 

• Nellie Bell (“Nell”) Hamner Thompson, 17 Dec 1903 Amherst Co. VA – 19 Jan 1994 VA (in 
the Woodbine Nursing Home, which appears to be in Alexandria VA). - SSN 579-03-7576. - 
Wife of Gilbert Oath Thompson (1902-1982, F: 104809800).  - Listed as Mrs. Nellie B. 
Thompson of Alexandria VA in brother William’s Apr 1986 obituary. - Buried as Nell Bell 
Thompson in Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Arlington Co. VA. F: 104810176 

• Ethel Gladys Hamner Wilmer, 1 Oct 1905 Pedlar Mills, Amherst Co. VA – Mar 1981 MD. - 
Delayed/amended birth certificate 23 May 1939 sworn to by brother William D. Hamner, 
128 Maxwell Lane, Newport News VA. The 7th child of Julius J. Hamner (53, b. Amherst Co. 
VA, farmer) & Sallie T. Singleton (34, b. Appomattox VA).  – Ethel married Frank Marcellus 
Wilmer 31 Dec 1929 in the Baptist parsonage at Amherst, Amherst VA. - Listed as Mrs. Ethel 
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Wilmer of MD in her brother Joseph’s Nov 1953 obituary & as Mrs. Frank Wilmer of 
Annapolis MD in sister Louise’s Nov 1973 obituary. 

• Harry Julius Hamner, 17 Mar 1907 VA – 8 Jul 1984 Monroe, Amherst VA. - Married 14 Mar 
1942 in Amherst Co. VA to Elizabeth Carrie Lloyd. He was age 35, she was age 20; married 
by a Methodist minister in the South Amherst Methodist parsonage. Elizabeth was the 
daughter of William Lloyd. – Listed as surviving brother Harry Hamner of Amherst VA in his 
sister Louise’s Nov 1973 obituary. - Harry died at his home on Route 2, Box 151, Monroe VA. 
Retired farmer. - Buried in the Hamner Family Cemetery, Amherst Co. VA. F: 283634620 

• Farrar Mae Hamner Ware, 7 Aug 1909 Amherst Co. VA – 12 Jul 2003 Newport News, 
Newport News VA. SSN 226-44-6943. Wife of Howard McDaniel Ware (1906-1990, F: 
83221739) - his obituary in the “Newport News” [VA} 11 Sep 1990 p 12. - Listed as Mrs. 
Howard Ware of Poquoson VA in her sister Louise’s Nov 1973 obituary. Listed as Mrs. 
Farron H. Ware of Yorktown VA in brother William’s Apr 1986 obituary. – Farrar’s obituary 
lists no surviving siblings, but notes she was preceded in death by 6 brothers & 6 sisters. - 
Buried in Peninsula Memorial Park, City of Newport News VA. F: 101537138 

• Joseph Benjamin Hamner, 20 Jun 1911 VA – 10 Nov 1953 Fresno, Fresno Co. CA. - SSN 547-
07-4940.- Obituary from “Fresno (CA) Bee” 12 Nov 1953 p 47 copied above. Husband of 
Gladys G. Hamner; also survived by son Joseph Benjamin Hamner Jr.  – Joseph died from 
brain injuries that occurred when an unknown assailant knocked him off a bar stool on 7 
Nov 1953 in Giometti’s Café. – Although his obituary indicates he was the beloved husband 
of Gladys, Gladys Guinieve Hamner had petitioned for a divorce in Oct 1950 on the grounds 
of cruelty. The divorce notice said the couple had married in Reno, Washoe NV on 6 Jul 
1939. – Gladys Genivie/Genevieve Henton (1918-2000) died in CA with the surname 
Thompson. - Buried in Belmont Memorial Park, Fresno, Fresno CA. F: 242390954  

• Alma Florence Hamner Checchia, 28 Oct 1913 Pedlar Mills, Amherst VA – 1 Apr 2002. - SSN 
578-03-1792. - Used the name Florence. - Her delayed/amended VA birth record lists her 
father as Julius J. Hamner, age 60, b. Amherst Co. VA & mother Sallie T. Singleton, age 45, b. 
VA, both residents of Amherst Co. VA.  - Social Security notes surname change to Checchia 
as of Sep 1964. Listed as Mrs. Florence Chiccia in her brother Joseph’s Nov 1953 obituary, 
as Mrs. Tony Checchia in her sister Louise’s Nov 1973 obituary & as Mrs. Florence Checchia 
of Tacoma Park MD in brother William’s Apr 1986 obituary. – Wife of Anthony Joseph 
Checchia (1911 DC – 1976, F: 29933451). – In the 1950 census for Washington DC, 
conducted 11 Apr 1950, Anthony J. Checchia (38 DC, sheet metal worker for a construction 
company) lived at 1424 Columbia Rd. with wife Florence (35 VA), employed in clerical 
typing for a society (the DAR). -  She is buried as Florence Checchia in Fort Lincoln 
Cemetery, Brentwood, Prince George’s Co. MD. F: 29933450 

 
Half-sibling: by his father Julius’s 1st marriage, to Alma Gatewood 

• Fred Moore Hamner, 1 Jun 1884 VA – 25 Jan 1951 Staunton, Augusta VA. - Husband of Susie 
Bell Wood (1886-1962, F: 166161747). – Died of a cerebral hemorrhage. - Buried in Fort Hill 
Memorial Park, City of Lynchburg  VA. F: 166107235 

 
Whose child? Son of Julius & Harriet Emma Turpin? 

• Jared (or Forest?) Hamner, Feb 1886 VA – Appears in the 1900 census with the family as 
Julius’s son. 

 
Half-siblings: by his father Julius’s 2nd marriage, to Harriet Turpin in 1886: 
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• Clinton Gray Hamner,30 Aug 1888 VA – 22 Jan 1976 Long Beach, Los Angeles CA. - Used the 
name C. Gray Hamner.  - Private in the US Army in WWI. - Clinton Gray Hamner, age 54, b. 
VA, son of Julius J. Hamner (VA) & Emma H. Turpin (VA), his 1st marriage, to Ruby Myrtle 
[Armstrong] Lininger, age 40, b. CO, daughter of George L. Armstrong (IL) & Linda M. Shea 
(IA), her 2nd marriage. He was a carpenter, she a home maker. Both residents of 2628 
Merced St., Los Angeles CA. Married on 27 Apr 1942-  Resident of Hollywood CA when his 
brother Joseph died Nov 1953. - Buried in Westminster Memorial Park, Westminster, 
Orange CA. F: 205075758. 

• Lena Emma Hamner Tarrh, 13 Mar 1891 Amherst Co. VA [Dec 1889 in 1900 census] – 5 Feb 
1964 Virginia Beach City VA. - Wife of William Fry Tarrh (1886-1959, F: 85417122). – They 
married at the home of her uncle & aunt, Mr. & Mrs. J.A. Turpin, on Saturday, 8 Nov 1919 in 
Norfolk VA. - Listed as Mrs. Lena Tarr of VA in her brother Joseph’s Nov 1953 obituary.  - Find 
A Grave obituary from “The Virginian-Pilot” 7 Feb 1964 p 32: resident of 417 – 16th St., 
Virginia Beach VA, b. Amherst Co. VA to Julius & Mrs. Emma Turpin Hamner. Lived in 
Virginia Beach VA for 45 years. Survived by 2 sons, 6 sisters: Mrs. Howard Ware (Yorktown), 
Mrs. Charles Hale (Miami FL), Mrs. Gilbert Thompson (Alexandria), Mrs. Anthony Checchia 
(Takoma Park MD), Mrs. Louise Cochran (Silver Spring MD), Mrs. Fred Wilmer (Annapolis 
MD) & 4 brothers: William Hamner (Newport News), Gray Hamner (Fresno CA), Dewey 
Haner [sic] (Fresno CA) & Harry Hamner (Lynchburg VA). – Note Lena died 46 years to the 
day since her half-brother William survived the sinking of his WWI troopship, SS “Tuscani.” - 
Buried in Rosewood Memorial Park, Virginia Beach, Virginia Beach City VA. F: 191382232  

 
 
 
Notes: 
Do not confuse with William Dabney Hamner of Ammon VA. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Staunton (VA) News Leader” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – not on the survivor list: Pvt. William D. Hamner, 20th 
Engineers, Knoll VA 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Newport News (VA) Daily Press” 5 Oct 1974 p 3 – Newport News VA is holding a 3-day folklife 
festival. Mayor Harry E. Atkinson is now the only mayor with a broom for transportation, having 
been given it by 78-year-old Newport News craftsman, William Hamner.  
 
Obituary: 
 
"Newport News [VA] Daily Press" 29 Apr 1986 p 36 - William Daniel Hamner, age 90, Rte 1, 
Goode VA, former Peninsula resident, d. in Salem VA Veterans Administration Hospital. 
Born Amherst Co. VA. Retired from post engineers at Fort Eustis in 1965 after 25 years of 
service. WWII (?) veteran, member of VFW & American Legion. Survived by wife Ruth 
(Coffey), son George, 3 sisters. Burial Greenwood (Bedford)   
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Social Security Number: 228-12-8689 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Pedlar, Amherst VA – conducted 25 Jun 1900 – the family’s month/year birth data does not 
match other records 
Junius Hamner, 53 VA, Aug 1866, parents b. VA, married 15 years, farmer 
Sallie, 45 VA, May 1853, parents b. VA, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living 
Jared, 14 VA, Feb 1886 [Ancestry.com notes that name might read “Forest” instead] [he would not 
have been Sallie’s son] 
Clinton, 12 VA, May 1888 [he would not have been Sallie’s son] 
Lena, 10 VA, Dec 1889 [she would not have been Sallie’s son] 
Willie, 7 VA, Oct 1892 
Maud, 5 VA, Jul 1894 
Dewey, 1 VA, Apr 1899 
 
1910 Pedlar, Amherst VA – conducted 23 May 1910 
Julius J. Hamner, 58 VA, parents b. VA, married 15 years, in 1st marriage, farmer 
Sallie T., 38 VA, in 1st marriage, parents b. VA, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are living 
Willie [or Wallie?] D., 14 VA 
Annie M., 12 VA 
Dewy/Delly H., 11 VA 
Mattie L., 9 VA 
Nellie B., 6 VA 
Ethel G., 4 VA 
Harry J., 3 VA 
Farren M., 8 months VA [female – this is Farrar] 
Living next door: 
Fred M. Hamner, 26 VA, parents b. VA, married 2 years, farmer 
Belle, 23 VA, parents b. VA, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Thomas J., 1 VA 
 
1920 Pedlar, Amherst VA – Oak Grove Rd. – conducted 28 Jan 1920  
Julius J. Hamner, 68 VA, parents b. VA, farming, general 
Sallie F., 48 VA, parents b. VA 
William D., 24 VA, marital status “unknown,” farm laborer, home farm 
Nellie B., 15 VA 
Ethel, 14 VA 
Harry, 12 VA 
Farrah M., 10 VA 
Joseph, 8 VA 
Florence, 6 VA 
 
1930 Elon, Amherst VA – Virginia State Epileptic Colony – conducted 7 Apr 1930 – line 61 
William D. Hamner, 33 VA, parents b. VA, single, employee, attendant, WWI veteran 
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1940 Elon, Amherst VA – Lynchburg State Colony for Feeble Minded Epileptics - same place in 1935 
– conducted 30 Apr 1940 - William & his wife Ruth live & work at the colony, while their son George 
lives with Ruth’s parents – lines 34 & 35 
William D. Hamner, 42 VA, married, painter at the colony 
Ruth C. Hamner, 29 WV, married, attendant at the colony 
 
1940 Bellevue, Bedford VA – Road 460 – residents of Bellevue VA in 1935 – conducted 10 Apr 1940 
Irvin C. Coffey, 62 VA, farmer, farm 
Bertha L. Coffey, 55 VA [wife] 
George Hamner, 5 VA [grandson] 
 
1950 Newport, Warwick VA – Maxwell Lane - conducted 4 May 1950 
William D. Hamner, 54 VA, carpenter, civil service 
Ruth C., 39 WV, nurse, hospital 
George I., 15 VA 


