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TUSCANIA 

 

Hammar, George Jay 
1893 NY – 1967 FL 

 
Passport application 18 Jun 1923 as George John Hammar 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_2311-
0792?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=0f3e97757f368e3e0799e24755851466&usePU

B=true&_phsrc=hFB11073&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=239314 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_2311-0792?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=0f3e97757f368e3e0799e24755851466&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB11073&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=239314
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_2311-0792?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=0f3e97757f368e3e0799e24755851466&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB11073&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=239314
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_2311-0792?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=0f3e97757f368e3e0799e24755851466&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB11073&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=239314
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/25115154 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62993/records/319325 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/25115154
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/records/239314?tid=&pid=&queryId=

a6683745-72f4-4a3f-bab9-7973294554bd&_phsrc=iKj11829&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/records/239314?tid=&pid=&queryId=a6683745-72f4-4a3f-bab9-7973294554bd&_phsrc=iKj11829&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/records/239314?tid=&pid=&queryId=a6683745-72f4-4a3f-bab9-7973294554bd&_phsrc=iKj11829&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/4028046485 

 
NY military card - https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/407416 
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Veterans Administration Master Index -  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XHSM-
9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPRT-

SX4M&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

 
“Miami (FL) News” Tuesday 31 Jan 1967 p 25 

 

 
Find A Grave 49196788 
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Life 

 
 

   
Brooklyn NY 
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 13 

 

 
 

 

 Brooklyn NY 
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 2 mentions in same article 
NY, NY 
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Brooklyn NY 
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“Brooklyn (NY) Times Union” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 6  
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Brooklyn NY 
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 West Palm Beach FL 
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 Sarasota Fl 
 
 
 

  
Miami FL 

 

 
Wife? 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8784/records/1575616?tid=&pid=&queryId=33aad

473-ec11-4c43-8d31-6e871b3b27dc&_phsrc=iKj11831&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8784/records/1575616?tid=&pid=&queryId=33aad473-ec11-4c43-8d31-6e871b3b27dc&_phsrc=iKj11831&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8784/records/1575616?tid=&pid=&queryId=33aad473-ec11-4c43-8d31-6e871b3b27dc&_phsrc=iKj11831&_phstart=successSource
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 Hollywood FL 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/2698986 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/25115149 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/2698986


19 
 

 

  
Miami FL 
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Article continues 
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St. Augustine Fl 

 

 
Father 
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Online searches for 18 Nassau Street, Buffalo NY yield only 18 Nassau Lane, in 

Cheektowaga/Buffalo NY – which makes this legal action in 1891 for Cheektowaga, Erie 
Co. NY interesting - “Lancaster (NY) Times” 14 May 1891 p 4 
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1892 Buffalo NY city directory (a year before George’s birth there) - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-V3DB-V95V-

M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZNG-
1DG1&action=view&cc=3754697&lang=en&groupId= 

 
 

 
1894 Buffalo NY city director (a year after George’s birth there) – no entries for HAMMAR - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-J3DB-V9M9-
1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZFQ-

MBGL&action=view&cc=3754697&lang=en 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

 
Name:  George Jay Hammar 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-V3DB-V95V-M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZNG-1DG1&action=view&cc=3754697&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-V3DB-V95V-M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZNG-1DG1&action=view&cc=3754697&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-V3DB-V95V-M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZNG-1DG1&action=view&cc=3754697&lang=en&groupId=
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Name variations:  George John Hammar – Hammer (maybe Hummer?) 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 250,172 
Entered service from: Glen Cove, Nassau NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George J. Hammar 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  friend Miss Ada C. Duffy, Glen Cove, Long Island NY 
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: George J. Hammar 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend Miss Ada Duffy, Glen Cove NY (chauffeur 1st class, 213th 
Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 12 Dec 1917 
Discharged 10 Jun 1919 
Address: 11 Belleview Ave., Port Washington NY 
Rank/unit: chauffeur 1st class, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 10 May 1893 Buffalo, Erie NY [10 May 1895 on his passport application]  
Died: 29 Jan 1967 Dade Co. FL    
Find A Grave record: 49196788, presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington Co. VA 
Cemetery: Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: NY / CFR 1 CL / 213 Aero Sq / WWI [name inscribed George Jay 
Hammar] 
 
Father:  John Hammar, born Quebec, Canada – deceased by 1923. 
Father’s name & birthplace are found on George’s 18 Jun 1923 passport application.  
In one 1918 newspaper account, George is John’s only son. John & his wife close up their Glen 
Cove, Nassau NY house to go to NYC for information on the Tuscania.   
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  In one 1918 newspaper account, George is the only son of his parents; he lives with them 
in Glen Cove, Nassau NY. They close their house there to go to NYC for information on the 
Tuscania.   
According to census records, George’s mother was born in NY. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: apparently the correct information 
Spouse: Juanita Gayle Block Hammar, 22 Oct 1900 IL – 1 Mar 1981 Dade Co. FL. 
Unsure if “Block” is her maiden surname or one from an earlier marriage. 
The couple lived with hotel manager Abraham Block & his wife Ida in the 1950 census. 
Her FL death record lists her name as Gayle Hammar. 
Find A Grave: 
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Marriage: George J. Hammar married in 1951 in Broward Co. FL to Juanita Gayle Block. The couple 
were listed in 1940 and 1950 censuses as husband & wife. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  
 
Wartime next-of-kin Ada Duffy: 
Probably the Ada Duffy, birth unknown, died 22 Feb 1978, buried in St. Patrick Cemetery, Upper 
Brookville, Nassau NY, F: 173614752. She was the daughter of Hugh Duffy (1869-1921, F: 
186619723) & Elizabeth (1872-2 Apr 1951, F: 186619758), both buried in St. Patrick Cemetery. 
 
In the 1910 census Ada Duffy lives in Oyster Bay, Nassau NY.  
 
In the 1920 census, Ada Duffy lives with parents Hugh & Elizabeth Duffy in Glen Cove, Nassau, NY. 
She is age 20, born NY, telephone operator. 
 
In 1930 & 1940, she lives in Glen Cove, Nassau NY. 
 
She may be: 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 11 May 1915 p 12 – Ada Duffy is in the Dramatic Society of St. Boniface 
Roman Catholic Church. 
 
“Brooklyn Times Union” 13 Mar 1924 p 11 – in Glen Cove, Miss Catherine Agnes Duffy married 
Martin Halvorsen in St. Boniface Catholic Church rectory on 4 Mar 1924. Miss Ada Duffy was her 
sister’s bridesmaid. All are residents of Glen Cove. The bride is the daughter of Mrs. Hugh Durry 
[sic/Duffy] & the later Mr. Duffy.  
 
Notes: 
 
Some of this data is “the best guess.” Use with caution. 
 
Although he sails on the Tuscania with the surname HAMMAR and is buried with that name, 
newspaper articles in NY during the war spell his name HAMMER.  
 
There are many John Hammar, Hammars, Hemmer, Himmer, Hummer, etc. to choose from in 
Buffalo NY and on Long Island.  
George states on his 1923 passport application (and his witness attests) that he was born at 18 
Nassau Street in Buffalo NY.  
The 1893 Buffalo NY city directory (the year when George was perhaps born, unless he was born in 
1895) lists a John HAMMAR, coppersmith for W.A. Case & Son, living at 96 Washington.   
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"NY Evening World" 8 Feb 1918 p 4 - a George Hammer, age 26, was in the taxi business at Glen 
Cove NY. Lightweight prize fighter in the Mineola & Bronx areas. 



29 
 

 

 
"Brooklyn Times Union" 8 Feb 1918 p 13 - as George Hammer, age 22. Only son of parents at Glen 
Cove, who closed their house temporarily & went to NYC for information on him. 
 
“Brooklyn Times Union” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – not listed among survivors: George J. Hammar, private, 
George M. Herman, 227 Ridgewood Ave. [?? – not his wartime NOK] 
 
Post-war: 
 
Most of the details on George’s life (including a photograph) were found in his 18 Jun 1923 passport 
application.  
Giving his name as George John Hammar, b. at 18 Nassau St., Buffalo NY on 10 May 1895.  
Father: John Hammar, b. Quebec, Canada, deceased. [no details about his immigration].  
Lives in Sands Point, Port Washington, Long Island NY [handwritten note added on a succeeding 
page that he currently lives in Manhasset, Long Island NY].  
Was in the US Army in Europe Feb 1918-Jan 1919. Chauffeur.  
Will return to US within 6 months. Going to England, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, France & 
Switzerland for travel.  
Plans to leave NYC on S.S. “Bergensfjord” on 5 (illegible) Jul 1923.  
Age 28, height 5’5”. Brown hair, partly bald, dark complexion.  
His witness to his identification is Richard F. Alence of 530 Ovington Ave. Brooklyn, who states he 
has known George for 4 years. 
 
George arrived in NYC on 6 Sep 1923 aboard the S.S. “Bergensfjord” which had left Kristiani (now 
Oslo), Norway, on 28 Aug 1923. George J. Hammar, age 28, b. 10 May 1895 Buffalo NY. Passport 
#313289 issued by the US Department of State in Washington DC on 20 Jun 1923. Resident of Port 
Washington, Long Island NY.  
 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Friday 30 Jan 1925 p 22 – American Legion Post 509 of Port Washington, 
Long Island NY elected officers. George Hammar was elected adjutant. 
 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Sunday 17 Jan 1926 p 11 – among the newly elected officers of the Port 
Washington NY American Legion is 1st vice commander, George Hammar. 
 
“Palm Beach (FL) Post” Monday, 2 Feb 1931 p 7 – among the arrivals at the Hotel Ambassador on 
Saturday & Sunday were George J. Hammar & a group from NY: Mrs. L.J. Schmukler, Miss May 
Schmukler, J.J. & B.M. Schmukler & Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Berg. 
 
“Miami (FL) Tribune” 18 Dec 1934 p 7 – One of the election inspectors in Precinct 32 is George 
Hammar.  
“Miami (FL) Herald” 2 Feb 1939 p 27 – in the “Hue & Cry” column by Hugh Hough: “George Hammar 
tells me out of the feed bag who wins the First Race. He’s right.” 
 
“Miami (FL) Herald” 9 Mar 1939 p 25 – seen at the season’s 2nd opening of Tropical Park – “George 
Hammar, former formidable doorman of the Beach and Tennis Club” [George was 5’5”, however] 
 
“Miami (FL) News” 24 Aug 1944 p 19 – Mrs. George Hammar attends a bridge party/baby (stork) 
shower. 
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“Miami (FL) News” 14 Nov 1952 p 17 – “34 Laugh Off Charges After Bridge Club Raided” – “the 
cream of Miami Beach’s smart money set” along with gangster “Trigger” Mike Coppola were 
arrested yesterday at the Cavendish Beach Club, 406 – 16th St. The Crime Commission termed it a 
hangout. Among those arrested without a criminal record was George Hammar. 
 
“Miami (FL) News” 7 Feb 1953 p 4 – both women professional & amateur golfers are playing in the 
Serbin Invitation medal play tournament. In charge of the big scoreboard is George Hammar. 
 
Possibilities: 
 
Might this be his father? “Brooklyn Times Union” 3 Mar 1921 p 1 & 2 – Rudolph Benzler is shot & 
killed on a trolley car by Wilfred Rensing, who is living with Rudolph’s wife Lucy, as they travel to 
consider a divorce. Among the list of passengers on the trolley as possible witnesses is John 
Hammar, 35 Bay Ave., Jamaica Creek NY. 
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Excerpts –  
 

 Brooklyn NY 
 
 



32 
 

 

Obituary: 
 
“Miami (FL) News" 31 Jan 1967 p 25 - d. age 73, res: 2285 NE 172nd St., services on 1 Feb 1967 in 
Miami  
 
Social Security Number:  265-18-5212 
 
Censuses:  
 
Wrong man? 
1920 Glen Cove, Nassau NY – Ladow St. – conducted 10 & 19 Jan 1920 – line 33 - but age doesn’t 
agree 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/81653781?tid=&pid=&queryId=0648
7a31-7141-4c90-ae83-97ed301d389f&_phsrc=iKj11835&_phstart=successSource 
George Hammer, 36 NY, parents b. NY, single, chauffeur, private family, clerk, garage, lodger with: 
Edward Buddendicki (37 NY, parents b. Germany), his sister Virginia Buddendick & another lodger, 
John Campbell, 38 NY, waiter, hotel 
 
1940 Miami Beach, Dade Co. FL – same place in 1935 – conducted 10 Apr 1940 
George HAMMER, 41 NY, clerk, sporting “results”? 
Gail, 39 IL [wife] 
 
1945 FL state census – Dade Co. FL 
George Hammer, 47 NY, clerk, high school education 
Gayle, 43 IL, housework, high school education 
 
 
1950 Miami Beach, Dade FL – conducted 6 Jun 1950  
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62308/records/81248140?tid=&pid=&queryId=17fd
e392-052f-4eca-ad8e-379a9a47b702&_phsrc=iKj11882&_phstart=successSource 
George Hammar, 35, no state of birth listed, no occupation listed [lodger] 
Gayle Hammar, 32, no state of birth listed, no occupation listed [lodger’s wife] 
Living with Abraham Busch (67 Austria, hotel manager), his wife Ida Buch (66 Russia) & several 
other lodgers.  
 


