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TUSCANIA 

 

Hamilton, Edgar Lee 
1887 TX – 1945 TX 

 
Veteran headstone application – 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/204095 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/204095
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/6039950 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/6039950
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TX death certificate - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22772277?tid=&pid=&queryId=d2a5

516d-bfbf-4ae8-8156-43c636d9de0f&_phsrc=iKj11701&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22772277?tid=&pid=&queryId=d2a5516d-bfbf-4ae8-8156-43c636d9de0f&_phsrc=iKj11701&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22772277?tid=&pid=&queryId=d2a5516d-bfbf-4ae8-8156-43c636d9de0f&_phsrc=iKj11701&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/12579072 

  
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-

XHXF-F?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPRR-
G9QR&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/12579072
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“Odessa (TX) American” 19 Oct 1945 p 1 
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 Elk City OK 
 
 

 Life 
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 Sayre OK 
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“Elk City (OK) News-Democrat” 7 Mar 1918 p 4 
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“Elk City (OK) News” 28 Aug 1919 p 4 

 

 

 Cordell OK 
 
 
 

 
Wife Bettie Lee Choate 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61379/records/63704753 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61379/records/63704753
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“Elk City (OK) News” 2 Mar 1922 p 1 

 
“Southwestern Elk City (OK) Press” 3 Mar 1922 p 1 
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Obituary of Bettie Choate Hamilton’s stepfather, John Wesley Strawn – “Elk City (OK) News-

Democrat” 14 Dec 1922 p 2 
 
 

 
Father 
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from the Rosebud News 
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Find A Grave 86632646 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/71173123/person/152597258100/facts 
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Mother 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/71173123/person/152597258100/facts 

 
 

 

Is this a mention of Obedience’s funeral? Carrizozo TX news -  
El Paso TX 

 
 
 

 
Siblings 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/71173123/person/152597258100/facts
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 Tyler TX 
Brother Thomas Cleveland Hamilton (1884-1964) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/12699104
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/559123 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61383/records/317011 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61383/records/317011
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Brother Archibald Leonard Hamilton (1885-1960) 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23221480 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/12698058 
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Sister Margaret Rebecca Hamilton Hammond (1888-1971) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062823-
01025?pId=61201287 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062823-01025?pId=61201287
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062823-01025?pId=61201287
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Brother Jesse Franklin/Frank Hamilton (1891-1975) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062952-

02145?pId=60303908 
 

 
Half-siblings: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062952-02145?pId=60303908
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062952-02145?pId=60303908
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Half-brother John Lawrence Hamilton (1876-1963) – Find A Grave 55160634 
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Corpus Christi TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22284140 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61383/records/312689 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22284140
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61383/records/312689
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Obituary of half-brother William Robert (Willie) Hamilton – “Pampa (TX) Daily News” Monday, 11 

Dec 1961 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062602-
02985?pId=773024388 
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half-sister Grace Louella Hamilton Ford (1882-1953) -

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/21847035?tid=&pid=&queryId=c17c
5eed-7239-4216-9bbd-ac6c7231087b&_phsrc=iKj11729&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/224207528 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
             

Name: Edgar Lee Hamilton 
Name variations: Ed Hamilton 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,443 (veteran tombstone application & Veterans Administration Master Index) 
or 151,443 (incoming passenger list for “Regina De Italia” 
Entered service from: Iola, Grimes TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Edgar L. Hamilton 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. A.B. Hamilton, Rte 2,  Iola TX 
Returned from war on: "Regina De Italia" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Edgar L. Hamilton 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Mr. Anne B. Hamilton, RFD 2, Iola TX (cook, 3rd Co. F, Med 
Md Asc) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Edgar Hamilton - b. 12 May 1887 Cameron TX; res: Elk City 
OK (Fold3 index uses date 2 May, form uses 12 May – there is a drawn line through the entire form 
which partially obscures the 2/12). Single. Farming, for J.W. Brown on the farm. Tall in height, 
medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Edgar E. (notes initial only) Hamilton but signed Edgar Lee 
Hamilton - b. 12 May 1887 Cameron TX; res: Rt. 3. Foss, Washita OK. NOK Bettie Lee Hamilton, 
same address. Self-employed, farmer, Foss, Washita OK. Height: 6’2” – 175 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 
1942. 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/11980313?tid=&pid=&queryId=f3421
2ae-86c7-4ed9-b4fa-2c3cc8e9f8c2&_phsrc=iKj11767&_phstart=successSource 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 2 Oct 1917 
Discharged 12 Jul 1919 
Address: Elk City OK 
Rank/unit: cook, Det Demob Grp 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 May 1887 Cameron, Milam TX  
Died: 18 Oct 1945 Odessa, Ector TX (17 Oct 1945 Veterans Administration Military Index)   
Find A Grave record: 79559146, presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
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Burial location: Beckham Co. OK 
Cemetery: Ural 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Edgar L. - Texas Cook US Army (tombstone application: Cook, 2nd Army 
Replacement Depot) 
 
Father:  Archibald [Anne/Archie] B. (A.B.) Hamilton, 24 Jul 1848 west side of the Cahaba River, Bibb 
Co. AL – 25 Jul 1929 Rosebud, Falls TX.  
Son of Robert Hamilton & Rebecca Ann Hayes.  
His TX death record: widowed, farmer, d. of angina pectoris at his home, son of R. Hamilton, 
informant: J.T. Ford, Rosebud TX, burial in Rosebud TX. 
His 1st wife was Louisa Griffin (b. 1850 AL), whom he married 21 Dec 1871 in Perry Co. AL.  
Then he married Obedience Thornton in 1883. 
Buried as A.B. Hamilton in Woodland Cemetery, Rosebud, Falls TX. 
Find A Grave: 86632646 
 
Archibald’s obituary found on Find A Grave lists 7 surviving sons & 2 surviving daughters. 
Sons: 
J.L. Hamilton of Finton [presumably TX, cannot determine city name] – John Lawrence Hamilton, by 
1st wife Louisa Griffin 
W.R. Hamilton of Reed [Greer Co.] OK – William Robert Hamilton, by 1st wife Louisa Griffin 
C.H. Hamilton of Tyler [presumably TX] – might this be James (questions Archibald’s Find A Grave 
record – or is this Thomas Cleveland Hamilton, by 2nd wife Obedience Thornton] 
A.L. Hamilton of Anderson TX – Archibald Leonard Hamilton, by 2nd wife Obedience Thornton 
E.L. Hamilton of Elk City OK – Edgar Lee Hamilton, by 2nd wife Obedience Thornton 
J.T. Hamilton of Runge [Karnes Co.] TX – Is this James? Jesse? Judge? 
W.T. Hamilton of Elk City OK 
Daughters: 
Mrs. J.T. Ford of Rosebud TX – Grace Hamilton Ford, by 1st wife Louisa Griffin – Archibald died at her 
home 
Mrs. M.J. Hammond of Iola TX - Margaret Hamilton Hammond, by 2nd wife Obedience Thornton 
 
 
 
Father’s 1st wife: 
Louisa/Louisia (Lou) Griffin Hamilton, born ca. 1850 AL to William (Bill) Griffin (1813-1893, F: 
87753639) & Martha Jane Rayfield (1827-1925, F: 87753312). She was alive in the 1880 census 
(conducted 15 Jun 1880) for Milam Co. TX. She had apparently died by the time Archibald Hamilton 
married Obedience Thornton on 13 Dec 1883.  
In the 1870 census for Township 21, Range 9, Perry Co. AL, conducted 3 Aug 1870: 
Lowesia Griffin, 16 AL, farm laborer, residing with William Griffin (57 GA) & wife Martha Griffin (52 
AL) & her 9 other siblings. 
Marriage: 21 Dec 1871 Perry Co. AL.  
 
Mother:  Obedience (“Beedy”/”Bertie”) B. Thornton Hamilton, 1857 [or 1856 Find A Grave] Walker 
Co. TX – by the time of Archibald Hamilton’s death on 25 Jul 1929  .  
Daughter of John William Thornton & Mary Rebecca Carpenter.  
In the 1860 census of Walker Co. TX, Obedience Thornton (age 4 TX) lives with John & Rebecca 
Thornton. 
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In the 1880 census for Walker Co. TX, conducted 1 Jun 1880, with her mother Mary having died 10 
May 1880, Obedience Thornton (24 TX, father b. AL, mother b. GA) is a housekeeper. Head of 
household is her brother W.H. Thornton (26 TX). Also in the household is her sister T.B. Thornton (19 
TX). Obedience has other siblings as shown in links on her Find A Grave record. The siblings with 
whom she resides in 1880 are William Holly Thornton (1853-1882, F: 20619328) & sister Tursie 
(Tirza) Birdwell (1860-1897) who dies with the surname Kilpatrick (F: 23131012). 
Burial details unknown.  
Find A Grave:  235110589 
Parents’ marriage: in Grimes Co. TX on 13 Dec 1883. Listed as A.B. Hamilton & O.B. Thornton. 
Archibald says he was married 38 years in the 1910 census, which computes to 1872 [in reality 
1871], which is the date of his marriage to his 1st wife Louisa Griffin, not his 2nd wife Bertie.   
 
Spouse: Bettie Lee Choate Hamilton, 27 Jul 1888 Stephensville or Chalk Mountain, Erath TX - 13 
Apr 1953.  
SSN 47-40-9485. 
Daughter of Jasper Newton Choate & Mary Madeline/Magdalene Butchee.  
In 1910 census living with siblings & mother Mary M. Strawn (45 MS) & her stepfather John Wesley 
Strawn (51).   
John Wesley Strawn (1858-1922) & Mary Magdalene Butchee (1865 MS – 1939 OK) married 9 Dec 
1896 in Erath Co. TX.  
Buried in Ural Cemetery, Beckham Co. OK (where Edgar is buried) 
Spouse Find A Grave: 79559145 
Marriage: 23 Feb 1922. Edgar L. Hamilton, age 34, to Bettie Choate of Beckham Co. OK, at the 
home of her brother, Ollin Newton Choate [who was buried in the same cemetery as Bettie & 
Edgar]. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: by his father Archibald’s marriage to Obedience Thornton 

• Thomas Cleveland (“Cleve”) Hamilton, 31 Oct 1884 Cameron, Milam TX – 24 Jul 1964 Tyler, 
Smith TX.  Resident of Whitehouse, Smith TX in Edgar’s Oct 1945 obituary. – Married Eva M. 
Goodman (1883-1976, F: 40261583) on 30 Oct 1907 in McLennan Co. TX. – Buried in 
Whitehouse Cemetery, Whitehouse, Smith TX. F: 40261566 

• Archibald (Arch) Leonard Hamilton, 4 Dec 1885 Cameron, Milam TX – 29 Oct 1960 Bonham, 
Fannin TX.  Resident of Anderson, Grimes TX in father Archibald’s Jul 1929 obituary & in 
brother Edgar’s Oct 1945 obituary.- When Arch Leonard registered for the WWI draft on 12 
Sep 1918, he listed Archibald Hamilton as his next-of-kin. – Husband of Lula Helmer (1889-
1977, F: 13992072). – Buried in Old Oakland Cemetery, Roans Prairie, Grimes TX. F: 
40014033 

• Margaret Rebecca Hamilton Hammond, 21 Dec 1888 Cameron, Milam TX – 20 Feb 1971 
Madisonville, Madison TX. - Wife of George Morrison Hammond (1883-1964, F: 141729085) 
whom she married 19 Feb 1911. - Buried in Zion Cemetery, Iola, Grimes TX. F: 141729144 

• Jesse Franklin/Frank Hamilton, 14 Jan 1891 Milam Co. TX or Strawn, Palo Pinto TX – 20 May 
1975 Mineral Wells, Palo Pinto TX. - TX death certificate: oil field, construction. Son of 
Archie B. Hamilton & Obedia Thornton. Resident of 801 NW 5th Ave., Mineral Wells TX. Died 
at the Palo Pinto General Hospital, Mineral Wells TX on 20 May 1975. Married. Born 14 Jan 
1891 TX. - Husband of Valera Agatha Townsend (1902-1994, F: 121197596). - Buried in 
Sunset Memorial Gardens, Odessa, Ector TX. F: 121197537 
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Half-siblings: by his father Archibald’s marriage to Louisa Griffin: 

• John Lawrence Hamilton, 26 Jul 1876 Humble, Harris TX – 16 Mar 1963 Sinton, San Patricio 
TX. - Resident of Stinton TX in Edgar’s Oct 1945 obituary. John is referred to as the 
“stepbrother” of William Robert Hamilton residing in Sinton TX in Dec 1961 – but he would 
appear to be William’s full brother. – Husband of Cora Lee Coleman (1881-1955, F: 
55160777) whom he married 7 Jun 1903 in McLennan Co. TX.  - Buried in Sinton Cemetery, 
Sinton, San Patricio TX, F: 55160634. 

• William Robert (“Willie”) Hamilton, 23 Jun 1877 Harris Co. TX – 9 Dec 1961 Pampa, Gray TX. 
- Husband of Gracie King Teague (1893-1972, F: 104366422). - His obituary (“Pampa Daily 
News” 11 Dec 1961 p 3) refers to his surviving wife Grace, 2 daughters, 1 son, a surviving 
half-brother Arch Hamilton of Anderson TX, Jess Hamilton of Odessa TX (relationship 
unclear unless half-brother is implied), a stepbrother J.L. Hamilton of Stinton TX. - Buried in 
Riverside Cemetery, Mangum, Greer OK.   F: 104366581 

• James Hamilton, Mar 1880 TX -     
• Grace Louella (“Gracie”) Hamilton Ford, 2 Mar 1882 TX – 26 Jul 1953 Rosebud, Falls TX. - 

Married on 9 Jan 1901 in Grimes Co. TX to James Thomas (“Tom”) (J.T.) Ford (1881 TN – 1952 
TX, F: 101374483). - They are buried in Woodland Cemetery, Rosebud Falls TX. F: 
101374505 

 
Mystery siblings/half-siblings: 

• Judge Hamilton – listed as “address unknown” in Edgar’s Oct 1945 obituary. In 1910 a Judge 
Hamilton, age 16, is living by himself as head of household in Falls, Rosebud TX, a farm 
laborer, working out. This would compute to a birthdate ca. 1894 in TX. It is not clear if this 
is the correct “Judge Hamilton” as there are many men with this name in Texas.   

• W.T. Hamilton – resident of Elk City, Beckham OK in Jul 1929 when his father Archibald 
died.  

• J.T. Hamilton – resident of Runge, Karnes TX in Jul 1929 when his father Archibald died. Is 
this James? Jesse? Judge? 

 
Notes: 
 
Social Security record lists father as Archibal Hamilton & mother as Obediance [sic] Thornton. 
 
Erroneously linked on Ancestry.com to the 1910 census for Ballinger, Runnels TX, listing Edgar 
Hamilton (22 TX, parents b. TX, cook) with wife Maud (19 TX, parents b. TX). Their race is listed as 
“mulatto.”  
But in the 1920 census for San Angelo, Tom Green Co. TX, the man’s full name is listed as James 
Edgar Hamilton (age 30 TX) & wife Maud (28 TX). Maude (1891-1960, F: 63758931)was the daughter 
of Albert Allen & Ottilla Johnson.  This is a listing for James Edgar Hamilton (1887-1962, F: 
63758925) and wife Maud Allen Hamilton, who are both buried in the “lot Negro” in Fairmount 
Cemetery, San Angelo, Tom Green TX.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Elk City (OK) News-Democrat” 8 Feb 1917 p 2 – Ed Hamilton is quite sick from the “National 
malady” – the lagrippe – but is much better as of this writing. 
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Wartime: 
 
“Sayre (OK) Standard” 26 Jul 1917 p 8 – among those called for the 1st US Army: #982 Edgar 
Hamilton, Elk City 
 
“Sayre (OK) Standard” 2 Aug 1917 p 8 – called for draft physical examination on 7 Aug 1917: #982 
Edgar Hamilton, Elk City OK 
 
“Austin (TX) American” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the survivors: Edgar L. Hamilton, Iola, Texas 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Southwestern Elk City (OK) Press” 30 Dec 1921 p 10 – Ed Hamilton of Ural visited A.J. Choate this 
week. 
 
“Southwestern Elk City (OK) Press” Friday, 13 Jun 1922 p 8 – a number of young people from Ural 
surprised Mrs. Albert Choate last Friday [6 Jun 1922] at 7:30 p.m. Games were played. Among those 
from Ural were Bettie Choate & Ed Hamilton. 
 
Obituary: 
 
TX deaths: Edgar Lee Hamilton, d. 18 Oct 1945 on the Odessa football field, in Odessa, Ector Co. TX 
at age 58 years, 5 months, 6 days. Married. Born 12 May 1887 Milam Co. TX. Carpenter, builder 
trade. Son of A.B. Hamilton (AL) & Beedy Thornton (TX). Form signed by Jess Hamilton, Odessa TX. 
Burial in Elk City OK on 20 Oct 1945. Died of a coronary occlusion. 
 
Social Security Number: 464-07-1341 
 
Censuses: cannot locate many censuses. It appears the family split up early. 
 
1880 Precinct 3, Milam Co. TX – conducted 15 Jun 1880 
Archie Hamilton, 29 AL, parents b. AL, farmer 
Louisa, 30 AL, parents’ birthplaces left blank, keeping house [wife] 
John, 4 TX [son] 
William, 2 TX [son] 
James, 2 months TX  [son] 
Enock J., 24 AL, parents b. AL, farmer [brother] 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 3, Brazos Co. TX – conducted 23 Apr 1910 – on line 69 
T.C. Hamilton, 25 TX, father b. AL, mother b. TX, married 3 years, in 1st marriage, farmer, general 
farm [i.e. Thomas Cleveland “Cleve” Hamilton] 
May, 26 TX, father b. TX, mother b. MO, in 1st marriage, children information left blank [wife] 
E.L., 23 TX, father b. AL, mother b. TX, single, farmer [brother] 
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1910 Justice Precinct 1, Grimes Co. TX – parents & 2 siblings – conducted 4 May 1910 
Arch D. Hamilton, 63 AL, father b. GA, mother b. AL, married 38 years, in 2nd marriage, farmer 
Bertie, 54 TX, father b. SC, mother b. GA, married [number of marriage not indicated] 
Maggie, 21 TX, laborer, father b. AL, mother b. TX 
Jesse, 19 TX, laborer, father b. AL, mother b. TX 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 6, Freestone Co. TX – parents - conducted 12/13 Jan 1920 
Archibald B. Hamilton, 72 AL, father b. GA, mother b. AL, farmer, general farm 
Obedience, 63 TX, father b. GA, mother b. SC 
 
1940 West Turkey Creek, Washita OK – in the same place in 1935 - conducted 12 Apr 1935 
E.L. Hamilton (but misread & misindexed as E.S. Hamilton), 52 TX, farmer, farm 
Betty, 51 TX 
 
 


