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TUSCANIA 

 

Hales, Loomis Malcombe 
1891 NC – 1930 FL 

 

 
Loomis Malcombe Hales [name spelled Hale] – Find A Grave 166866915 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XH45-
V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQR46-

55MM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

   
Veteran headstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/992451   
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=4545&h=32682&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525 
 
 

 
Obituary in ‘Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 22 Aug 1930 p 14 

\ 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=4545&h=32682&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=4545&h=32682&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=60525
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 Greensboro NC 
 

 

 Fort Myers FL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/5065015 

 

 
Life 
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 Oxford NC 
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 Raleigh NC 
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 Raleigh NC 
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Loomis is mentioned in the final 2 lines – “Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 11 Aug 1910 p 3 
 

 
On the Louisburg NC team – “Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 10 Aug 1910 p 3 
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 Raleigh NC 
 

 
Raleigh NC 
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 Raleigh NC 
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Oxford NC 

 
 

 
Baltimore MD 
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“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Saturday 3 Nov 1917 p 3 
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Statistics on missing Americans & crew are erroneous –  
Asheville NC 

 

 

 Danville VA 
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 Asheville NC 
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Macy Evans lives until Nov 1977 - “Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Wednesday 
13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Greensboro (NC) Daily News” 15 Feb 1918 p 9 
 
 

 

 Wilmington NC 
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Raleigh NC 
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“Wilmington (NC) Morning Star” 19 Mar 1918 p 2 
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 Baltimore MD 
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 Oxford NC 
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Loomis spends February through August/September 1918 in London, England - “Oxford (NC) Public 

Ledger” Wednesday 25 Sep 1918 p 8 
 

 
Loomis survived the 1918 sinking of the troopship “Tuscania,” not the 1915 sinking of the 

passenger liner “Lusitania” – and now back home – “Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” 15 Aug 1919 p 5 
 

 
“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Friday 22 Aug 1919 p 8 
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“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” 29 Aug 1919 p 8 

 

 
“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Tuesday 13 Jan 1920 p 1 

 

 
“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Friday 30 Apr 1920 p 8 
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“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” 23 Jul 1920 p 8 
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“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Friday 18 Jun 1920 p 1 
 

 
One of the game’s highlights: “the beautiful stop and throw to first of Loomis Hale” – “Oxford (NC) 

Public Ledger” Tuesday 22 Jun 1920 p 1 
 

 
Oxford NC 

 
 

 

The two women from High Point NC -  
High Point NC 
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Raleigh NC 
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 Washington DC 
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 Raleigh NC 
 

 Oxford NC 
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Oxford NC 
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 Oxford NC 
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Loomis M. Hales is a mess & supply sergeant – “Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Tuesday 31 May 1921 p 

1 
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The Oxford NC team is 2nd in the Central Carolina League – baseball – “Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” 

Friday 3 Jun 1921 p 1 
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Excerpt: 

 
The Oxford NC team is on the top in the Central Carolina League, centerfielder & base stealer 

Loomis Hales - “Greensboro (NC) Daily News” 20 Jun 1921 p 2 
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Loomis Hales is mentioned in the 3rd line from the end of the article & his brother Norman on the 

2nd-last line  – “Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Friday 1 Jul 1921 p 1 
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Raleigh NC 
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 Oxford NC 
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“Durham (NC) Morning Herald” 31 Jan 1922 p 5 
 

 
“Greensboro (NC) Daily News” Sunday 5 Feb 1922 p 31 – 4 years since the Tuscania sunk 

 
 

 
“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Friday 2 Jun 1922 p 6 
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List continues – Oxford NC -  
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Loomis was aboard the “Tuscania,” not the “Lusitania” (which was sunk in 1915, before the US 

entered the war, and which was not a troopship) - “Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” Monday 25 Jun 
1923 p 2 

 
 



43 
 

 

 Greensboro NC 
 
 

 Jacksonville FL 
 



44 
 

 

 
 

 
Father 

 
 

 
Funeral information of his father, John W. Hales – “Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 2 Aug 1903 p 4 

 
 

 
”The North Carolinian” (Raleigh NC) 6 Aug 1903 p 3 
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“Clayton (NC) Bud” 2 Dec 1885 p 4 

 

 Raleigh NC 
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Reidsville NC 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mother 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9061/records/2324585?tid=31141586&pid=100137
338343&queryId=c67400f8-e9a3-4cca-9226-

4381801b5d3e&_phsrc=iKj10943&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9061/records/2324585?tid=31141586&pid=100137338343&queryId=c67400f8-e9a3-4cca-9226-4381801b5d3e&_phsrc=iKj10943&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9061/records/2324585?tid=31141586&pid=100137338343&queryId=c67400f8-e9a3-4cca-9226-4381801b5d3e&_phsrc=iKj10943&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9061/records/2324585?tid=31141586&pid=100137338343&queryId=c67400f8-e9a3-4cca-9226-4381801b5d3e&_phsrc=iKj10943&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9061/records/2528475?tid=31141586&pid=100137
338343&queryId=8ff908be-69eb-40d8-b38b-

38503fc701ef&_phsrc=iKj10945&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62282/records/4526263062 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60548/records/1677129 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60090/records/92787 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8756/records/33336 

 
 
 

 
Siblings: 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8756/records/33336
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Obituary of his sister Blanche Hales Turley (1882-1926) , his wartime next-of-kin – “Raleigh (NC) 

News & Observer” 25 Sep 1926 p 2 
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 Raleigh NC 
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 Smithfield NC 
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Blanche’s NC death certificate – Find A Grave 163566366 
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Obituary of Loomis’s brother Norman Leon Hales (1881/1887 – 1950) – “Rocky Mount (NC) 

Telegram” Wednesday 25 Oct 1950 p 6 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSZ1-89M9-

D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQLMS-
KZ2P&action=view&cc=1726957&lang=en 

 

 
Tampa FL 
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Norman Leon Hales - “Tampa (FL) Tribune” 25 Oct 1950 p 2 

 
 
 
 

 
Find A Grave 140781822 
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Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” Wednesday 3 Jan 1912 p 4 

 
Sister Pauline Hales Pittman (189-1985) 

 

 
Oxford NC – Pauline’s husband Joseph Pittman is listed in the 1925 obituary of H.H. Eatman 

(widower of Mary Eatman) as his adopted son 
 

 Raleigh NC 
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 Durham NC 
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“Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 20 Jul 1928 p 1 
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“Charlotte (NC) Observer” 20 Jul 1928 p 4 

 
 

 
“Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 21 Jul 1928 p 8 
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 Columbia SC 
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Columbia SC 
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 Greensboro NC 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: Loomis Malcombe Hales 
Name variations: Shorty Hales 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, Clerk Attachment, then Pursuit Squadron - corporal 
Serial number: 249,820 
Entered service from: Clayton, Johnston NC 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Loomis M. Hales 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  sister Blanche Turney, Clayton NC [actually spelled TURLEY] 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Loomis Hales 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  sister Mrs. Blanche A. Turley, Clayton NC (sgt 1st class,100th 
Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Loomis Malcombe Hales - b. 8 Jan 1891 Clayton NC; res: 
3630 Sycamore, Baltimore MD. Single. Munition lathe hand, Poole Engineering & Machine Co., 
Baltimore MD. Tall, medium build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 11 Aug 1917 
Discharged 13 Jun 1919 
Address:  Camp Gaillard, Canal Zone [Panama] 
Rank/unit: sergeant 1st class, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 Jan 1891 Clayton, Johnston NC  
Died: 20 Aug 1930 Punta Gorda, Charlotte FL  
Find A Grave record: 166865915, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Died after working on a bridge in FL on a hot day & drinking large amounts of ice-cold water and 
pouring it over himself. According to 2026 Internet articles, this is extremely rare but can happen if 
you are suffering from heatstroke or heat exhaustion.  
Burial location: Henderson, Vance NC 
Cemetery: Elmwood 
Tombstone: tombstone application:  Sgt 1 Cl 100th Aero Sq 
 
Father:   John W. Hales, 14 Mar 1857 Johnston Co. NC - 29 Jul 1903 Clayton, Johnston NC.  
Son of Henry H. Hales & Martha (Patsy/Patsey) Pearce. 
In the 1860 census for Neuse River, Johnston NC, Henry is age 38 & Patsy age 32, both b. NC.  
 
“Raleigh (NC) Morning Post” 2 Jul 1903 p 8 – J.W. Hales of Clayton NC spent the past 5 weeks 
treating his rheumatism at Hot Springs AR & is now greatly improved. He expects to return home 
this week. - Died suddenly at his dispensary in Clayton at approximately 45 years old. See 
obituaries copied above. –  
Buried in Clayton City Cemetery, Clayton, Johnston NC. 
Find A Grave: 165162076 
 
Mother: Sally Hales Hales, Oct 1856 NC – between 29 Jul 1903 when her husband John W. died and 
6 Jun 1904 when her estate was filed for probate in Johnston Co. NC because she was deceased.  
Her unmarried surname was also Hales.   
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Daughter of Gilbert Hales & Eliza (Louiza) Stancel (or spelling variations thereof).   
Gilbert Hales died Oct 1879, He had enlisted in the Army of the Confederate States of America on 2 
May 1865 from Johnston Co. NC & served in Co. K, 5th Cavalry.  
Sally was alive in Jul 1903 when her husband John died.  
When daughter Pauline married 24 Dec 1911 to Joseph N. Pittman, the newspaper article reported 
“Mrs. Pittman’s parents are not living.”  
She is not mentioned as Loomis’s next-of-kin in 1918 or 1919. Only Loomis’s sisters & brother are 
mentioned in 1918 articles about the Tuscania sinking. 
The estate of Mrs. Sallie Hales was entered into probate court on 6 Jun 1904 as she was deceased. 
Her estate was valued at around $200. Her heirs were listed as Mrs. Blanch [sic] Turley, Norman 
Hales, Pauline Hales & Loomis Hales, all under age & without a guardian & residents of Johnston 
Co. NC. M.G. Gulley was the man petitioning the court.  
She is described as deceased in the Sep 1926 obituary of her daughter Blanche Hales Turley.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  27 Feb 1881 Johnston Co. NC – J.W. Hales & Sallie Hales 

 
Father John W. Hales married Sallie Hales, he the son of Henry & Patsey Hales 

 
Sallie was the daughter of Gilbert & Eliza Hales. Married in Bethany Church, 27 Feb 1881 
 

North Carolina Marriage, 1759-1959 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9V3-
GXM2?i=61&cc=1726957 

 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Loomis was the youngest of the surviving children.  
An additional sibling had died before the 1900 census. 

• Blanche A. Hales Turley, 4 Jul 1882 Clayton, Johnston NC – 18 Sep 1926 Clayton, Johnson 
NC. - Blanche Hales, age 17, married Charles B. Turley (1877-1933, F: 163565740), age 22, 
on 20 Feb 1901 in Johnston Co. NC. She died at age 44 of apoplexy/cerebral hemorrhage. - 
Her obituary in the “Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 25 Sep 1926 p 2 is copied above. She 
died suddenly at her home on Fayetteville St. Active in Clayton Baptist Church. About 43 
years old. Lived all or most of her life in & around Clayton NC. Survived by her husband, 
Charles B. Turley, 4 daughters, sister Mrs. Pauline Pittman (Oxford NC) & 2 brothers: 
Norman Hales (FL) & Loomis Hales (Henderson NC). Buried in Clayton City Cemetery, 
Clayton, Johnston NC. F: 163566366 

• Norman Leon (“Pop”) Hales, 20 May 1887 [1881?] NC – 23 Oct 1950 Winter Haven, Polk FL. 
- In 1900 census, Norman’s birthdate is May 1881 & he is older than sister Blanche. - 
Husband of Betty Estelle Moore (1888 NC – 1968 FL, F: 140781818) whom he married 1 May 
1907 in Wilson township, Wilson Co. NC.. - Obituaries copied above. Died at his home at 
205 Avenue “G” SW, Winter Haven FL. Had been the FL state motor vehicle inspector in the 
Polk County area for past several years. Survived by wife Betty Moore Hales, 3 sons (one 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9V3-GXM2?i=61&cc=1726957
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9V3-GXM2?i=61&cc=1726957


81 
 

 

named Loomis E. Hales) & sister Mrs. Pauline Pittman (Columbia SC). - Buried in Lakeside 
Memorial Park, Winter Haven, Polk FL. F: 140781822 

• Pauline L. Hales Pittman, 16 May 1889 Clayton, Johnston NC – 17 Jul 1985 Columbia, 
Richland SC.-  SSN 247-88-8155. - Wife of Joseph N. Pittman, whom she married 24 Dec 
1911 in the parsonage of Trinity Methodist Church in Durham NC. Pauline was listed as 
living with her sister in Clayton NC.. - Obituaries for Joseph copied above. A druggist in 
South Henderson NC, he died from a broken neck on 23 Oct 1950 when he either hit the 
springboard or concrete side or bottom of a pool called The Dip, South German St., 
Henderson NC, either by diving or slipping into the pool. About 45 years of age, survived by 
his widow & 3 children & his mother. Joseph was buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Henderson, 
Vance NC. - Pauline is buried in Greenlawn Memorial Park, Columbia, Richland SC. F: 
174739889 

 
Notes: 
 
Ancestry.com family trees have mixed up couples named John & Sallie/Sally Hales & their 
offspring. Such as:  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/160327828/person/222093359590/facts 
The trees have much “overlap” – which would have been bigamous marriages, and children from 
different women born at the same time to fathers. 
 
A maternal aunt – his mother’s sister - was Martha Hales Richardson, b. 1847 NC, died 12 Aug 
1920. She was a widow of James Ivey Richardson. Martha is buried in Old Hales Chapel Baptist 
Church Cemetery, Johnston Co. NC, F: 235903304 
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Raleigh (NC) Times” 20 Jul 1910 p 6 – In Louisburg NC on Jul 20, Mr. & Mrs. L.P. Hicks hosted a 
reception in their new home by Miss Maude Hicks for her guests & schoolmates. Kathleen Egerton 
& Margaret Hicks were in the receiving line. Among the couples: Loomis Hale [sic] & Margaret 
Hicks. 
 
“Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 11 Apr 1911 p 10 – Loomis Hales of Trinity College spent Sunday in 
the city & then left yesterday afternoon for his home in Clayton NC.  
 
“Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 7 Jan 1913 p 7 – The Louisburg NC Leap Year dance was held at 
the Opera House on Tuesday night. Among the couples attending: Miss Kathleen Egerton & Loomis 
M. Hales. 
 
“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” 24 Feb 1915 p 1 – Mr. Loomis Hales, Mr. Clayton High & the two Misses 
High of Louisburg visited Mr. & Mrs. J.N. Pittman Sunday [Loomis’s sister Pauline]. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Oxford Public Ledger" 3 Nov 1917 p 3 - letter from Sgt. Hales, formerly a clerk at J.G. Hall's, to his 
sister Mrs. Joe N. Pittman about aviation school at Mineola NY 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/160327828/person/222093359590/facts
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“Oxford Public Ledger” 13 Feb 1918 p 1 - Cpl. Hales, brother of Mrs. Joe N. Pittman (Oxford) & Mrs. 
Blanch Turney (Clayton NC) is safe. His brother N.L. Hales of Rocky Mount NC received word from 
the  War Department was safe.  
 
“Greensboro (NC) Daily News” 15 Feb 1918 p 10 – from Rocky Mount NC 14 Feb – N.L. Hales of 
Rocky Mount got a message from the War Department that his brother Loomis M. Hales, a Tuscania 
survivor, has landed safely. N.L. had seen Loomis’s name in news dispatches & found out he was 
on board. 
 
"Baltimore (MD) Evening Sun" 16 May 1918 p 10 - Loomis was contacted by the mother of Tuscania 
casualty Harry E. Smith. Hales wrote expressing the sympathy of entire squadron about the loss of 
her son. Hales is a Baltimore resident, formerly employed at Poole Engineering & Machine Co. for 2 
years & a native of South Carolina. 
 
“Oxford (NC) Public Ledger” 15 Jun 1918 p 1 – the service flag now in the vestibule of the Oxford 
Graded School has 60 pupils on it. Ten more names will be added, for a total of 1 woman and 69 
men. One of the names is Loomis Hales. 
 
"Oxford (NC) Public Ledger" 22 Aug 1919 p 8 – Loomis Hales is back from France, working for his 
brother-in-law J.N. Pittman who bought Hamilton Drug. He can tell you all about Tuscania, a "brief 
exposition of this great calamity"  
 
Post-war: 
 
"Oxford [NC] Public Ledger" 13 Jan 1920 p 1 – copied above - "Wears His Laurels Well" - Tuscania 
survivor. Is a medicine compounder at the drugstore of Joe Pittman, his brother-in-law. Universally 
popular. “He seldom speaks of his war experience and never in a boastful manner.” He gave the 
“Public Ledger” editor a matchbox he captured in France with a German inscription, but said he did 
not kill the German to get it.  
 
1926 - Loomis M. Hales, serial 249820, enlisted man, US Army, sails on "Chateau Thierry" on 28 
Feb 1926 from Cristobal, Panama Canal Zone, to Brooklyn NY as part of Ft. Randolph Casual 
Detachment. The article copied above from the “Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 25 Jun 1923 p 2 
explained that Loomis “developed a penchant for thrills during the World War.”  He had survived 
being thrown into the Irish Sea from the “Lusitania” (inaccurate – it was the “Tuscania”). After the 
war he returned home to work in Joe N. Pittman’s drugstore and play baseball in the Central 
Carolina League. He left Oxford NC a year ago & joined the aviation service where he was sent to 
Panama. 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” 22 Aug 1930 p 14 – listed as Loomis HALE, brother of Mrs. J.N. 
Pittman of Henderson NC, died suddenly yesterday at Punta Gorda FL. “Death was caused by 
drinking too much ice water while very hot.” Body will be shipped to Henderson NC for the funeral. 
Loomis a former Henderson NC resident, working at the Henderson drugstore when it was run by 
the late J.N. Pittman. Played baseball with the Oxford NC team in the Central Carolina League, an 
amateur organization where he was known as “Shorty” Hale. He was 1 of the league’s best players 
& very popular with fans. 
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Censuses: 
 
1860 Neuse River, Johnston NC – appears to be his mother Sallie’s family – conducted 2 Aug 1860 
Gilbert Hales, 41 NC, farmer 
Eliza, 42 NC 
John, 16 NC 
Willis, 13 NC 
Martha, 10 NC 
Mary, 8 NC 
Bettie, 6 NC 
Sally, 4 NC 
Cally, 2 NC 
William, 1 NC 
 
1870 Oneals, Johnston NC – appears to be his mother Sallie’s family – conducted 12 Jan 1870 
Gilbert Hayles, 51 NC, farmer 
Eliza, 51 NC 
Willis (indexed as Poillis), 21 NC, farm hand 
Martha, 19 NC, at home 
Betsey, 15 NC, at home 
Cally, 12 NC, at home 
Sally, 12 NC, at home 
William, 10 NC, at home 
Thomas, 8 NC, at home 
 
1880 Oneals, Johnston NC – appears to be his mother Sallie’s family – conducted 18 Jun 1880 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6742/records/13278587?tid=&pid=&queryId=67e2
31c7-1027-4371-937c-9425443e127b&_phsrc=iKj10926&_phstart=successSource 
William Hayles, 21 NC, parents b. NC, farmer 
Eliezar, 57 NC, parents b. NC, keeping house [mother] 
Sarah, 23 NC, parents b. NC [sister] 
Thomas, 20 NC, parents b. NC, works on farm [brother] 
 
1900 Clayton, Johnston NC - conducted 
John W. Hales, 43 NC, Mar 1857, parents b. NC, married 18 years, bar tender 
Sally, 42 NC, Oct 1856, parents b. NC, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Blanch, 16 NC, Jul 1883 
Norman, 19 NC, May 1881 [this should read 1887] 
Pauline, 11 NC, May 1889 
Lumisa [also can be read as Lumiss], 9 NC, Jan 1891 
 
1910 could not locate Loomis – orphaned by 1904 
In 1908, he was in school in Oxford, Granville NC. 
Around 1910 and later, newspaper articles locate him in Clayton, Johnston NC.  
 
 



84 
 

 

1920 Oxford, Granville NC – Spring St. – conducted 22 Jan 1920 
Joseph N. Pittman, 31 NC, parents b. NC, druggist, drug store 
Pauline H., 30 NC, parents b. NC [wife] 
Sallie S., 7 NC [daughter] 
Blanche J., 2 ½ NC [daughter] 
Loomis M. Hales, 28 NC, single, salesman, drug store [brother-in-law] 
Susan S. Pittman, 66 NC [mother] 
 
1930 Punta Gorda, Charlotte FL – conducted 3 Apr 1930; Loomis dies 20 Aug 1930 
Loomis M. Hales, 35 NC, parents b. NC, proprietor, garage, WWI veteran, lodger with: 
Charles L. Pratt (53 Bahamas, yard man for private family) & wife Bertha L. (55 GA, laundress, 
home) Pratt, who are a Black couple.  
Besides their white lodger Loomis Hales, the Pratts have another white lodger, Paul Starling, 23 NC, 
auto mechanic, garage.  
 
 


