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TUSCANIA 

 

*Brother of Tuscania casualty James Brian Gurney 
Gurney, Stephen Melville 

1890 OR – 1944 OR 
 

 Klamath Falls OR 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/92232502/ 

There are 20 men listed – Stephen Gurney is #13 from the left  

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/92232502/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/92232502/
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Veteran headstone - https://billiongraves.com/grave/Stephen-M-Gurney/5160309 

 
 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index -  
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Veteran headstone application – Mary Effie Gurney Wallis, his sister, is the applicant - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/1532783 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/1532783
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OR WWI military record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62477/records/122513 
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Obituary – lived in Klamath Falls for the past 15 years where he was employed by the Post 
Office - “Roseburg (OR) News-Review” Wednesday 3 May 1944 p 4 

 

 

 Klamath Falls OR 
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 Klamath Falls OR 
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Klamath Falls OR 
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 Klamath Falls OR 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/44354 

 

 
 

Life 
 
 

 
Eugene OR 
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11 
 

 

 
Dallas OR 
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Dallas OR 
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 Dallas OR 
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 Dallas OR 
 
 

 

 Roseburg OR 
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 Dallas OR 
 

 

 Roseburg OR 
 
 

 Roseburg OR 
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 Roseburg OR 
 

 Roseburg OR 
 

 Coos Bay OR – the city of Marshfield OR is now 
called Coos Bay OR 
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 Coos Bay OR 

 
 

 

 Coos Bay OR 
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 Portland OR 
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 Portland OR 
 

 

 

 
“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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 Eugene OR 
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 Eugene OR 
 
 
 
 

 
“Roseburg (OR) News-Review” 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Portland OR 

 

 

 Portland OR 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Buried in Scotland: James Gurney of Glide – reported safe: Stephen M. Gurney of 
Glide,formerly of Marshfield OR, “It is presumed that they are brothers.” – 

“Coos Bay (OR) World” 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 

 Coos Bay OR – formerly named Marshfield OR 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” 15 Feb 1918 p 6 
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Portland OR 
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The draft board is out to find those who failed to turn in their draft questionnaires – like 

Stephen M. Gurney, who had survived the sinking of the Tuscania the previous month! - 

 Coos Bay OR 
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 Coos Bay OR 
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Roseburg OR 

 
 
 
 

 Roseburg OR 
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 Roseburg OR 
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Grants Pass OR 
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 Portland OR 
 



40 
 

 



41 
 

 

 Roseburg OR 
 



42 
 

 

 Roseburg OR 
 
 

 Roseburg OR 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) 15 Jun 1919 p 6 – it was his brother James who died 
on the Tuscania & he had scarlet fever. Stephen visited his brother James’s grave on the 

isle of Islay, Scotland, before returning to the U.S. 
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 Roseburg OR 
This newspaper article is in error – accompanying James on the Tuscania was his brother 

Stephen, not Thomas Voltaire (T.V.) 
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The correction misidentifies brother Stephen (unless he was known as Sam) - 

 Roseburg OR 
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“Roseburg (OR) News-Review” Friday 5 Nov 1920 p 1 
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Portland OR 
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Portland OR 
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 Coos Bay OR 
 

 

Coos Bay OR -  
 

 

 Coos Bay OR 
 

 Roseburg OR 
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 Klamath Falls OR 
 
 

 
Coos Bay OR 
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 Klamath Falls OR 
 



52 
 

 

 

 Klamath Falls OR 
 

 

 Klamath Falls OR 
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 Roseburg OR 
 
 
 

 

Stephen died on 22 Apr 1944 - Rpseburg OR 
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Excerpts – inaccurate story of Stephen & James -  
Coos Bay OR 

 
 
 
 
 

     

 
Abbreviations: 
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b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

       
 
Name: Stephen Melville Gurney 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number: 250,297 
Entered service from:  Glide, Douglas OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Stephen M. Gurney 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. D.J. Gurney, Glide OR 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Stephen M. Gurney 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Delilah Gurney, Glide OR (pvt, 16th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Stephen M. Gurney - b. 7 Oct 1890 Alene OR; res: 
Allegany, Coos OR. Single. Logger,l Bulhaur (spelling?) L’b’r Co., Allegany OR. Tall & 
slender.  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Stephen Melville Gurney - b. 7 Oct 1890 Lane Co. OR; 
res: 133 N. 10th St., Klamath Falls OR, mailing address PO Box 496, Klamath Falls OR. NOK 
Mrs. A.L. Wallis, Rural Route, Murphy OR [his sister Mary Effie]. US Postal employee, 
Klamath Falls OR. “slightly bald” Height: 5’9 ¾” – weight: 147 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Dec 1917 
Discharged 12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Coquille OR 
Rank/unit:  private, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Oct 1890 Florence, Lane OR  
Died: 22 Apr 1944 Klamath Falls, Klamath OR (heart attack – “coronary occlusion” -while at 
work at the Klamath Falls OR Post Office)   
Find A Grave record: 66324324, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Ashland, Jackson OR 
Cemetery: Mountain View 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oregon, Pvt 20 Engrs 
 
Father:  Voltaire Gurney [Mark Voltaire Gurney], 20 Dec 1848 [tombstone year] Lee Co. IA – 19 Oct 
1904 Lane Co. OR.  



56 
 

 

Son of Robert Martin Gurney (1814-1878) & Elizabeth Rebecca Anthony (1824-1899).  
 
Pioneer resident of the Siuslaw Valley. Killed by a falling limb of a tree he was cutting down on the 
North Fork of the Siuslaw River, 10 miles from Florence OR. The tree limb hit his head, causing a 
concussion. He died before a physician could arrive from Florence.   
 
Buried in Pacific Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery, Florence, Lane OR, sharing a tombstone – 
“father & son” – with his son Robert Thomas Gurney (1884-1901). 
Find A Grave: 53021275 
 
Mother:  Delilah/Delila (“Dillie”) Jane Shrum Gurney, 29 Aug 1858 Glide, Douglas OR – 5 Nov 1919 
Glide, Douglas OR.  
Daughter of Thomas Eugene Shrum & Cassandra Caroline Kerns/Kearns.  
Buried in Wimberly Cemetery, Glide, Douglas OR.  
Find A Grave: 16198039 
Parents’ marriage: 1 May 1881 Douglas Co. OR. 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Cassandra (Cassie) Gurney, 1881 Douglas Co. OR – Jun 1885 OR. Her death is reported in 
the Roseburg OR “Review” of 26 Jun 1885 as occurring “last week.” The cause was 
suspected to be “bold hives” (see online discussions of this “folk illness.”)  She had been ill 
for 30 minutes before death. 

• ?Avaril Gurney, 1882 Florence, Lane OR – before 1900 census. Claimed as a child on online 
family tree, without documentation. 

• Robert Thomas Gurney, 28 May 1884 Roseburg, Douglas OR – 28 Oct 1901 OR. - Robert 
drowned in the Siuslaw River a short distance above Mapleton OR. His obituary from the 
“Eugene OR) Guard” 4 Nov 1901 p 4 is copied above; it is also on his Find A Grave record. - 
Robert was pushing logs into the river current between the old Lester place on shore & an 
island when he fell in. Three companions tried to save him but were unsuccessful. Two of 
them found his body by diving an hour later. - Buried in Pacific Sunset Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Florence, Lane OR. F: 53021274 

• Helen Frances Gurney Daniel Livingston Morehouse, 28 Apr 1888 OR – 4 Jun 1934. – Married 
William Bond J. Daniel (1886-1915, F: 16194178) on 24 Apr 1914 in Portland, Multnomah 
OR. He died from a kick of a horse to his head 15 months after their marriage. His surname 
is “Daniels” on his tombstone.  – Married Delmer Carleton (Bud) Livingston (1874-1962, F: 
16293322) on 4 Oct 1923 in Douglas Co. OR as Helen Frances Gurney. They divorced 23 
Oct 1925 in Jackson Co. OR. - Wife of John L.  Morehouse (1870-1949, F: 149994189). John 
L. Morehouse & Helen F. Livingston married 8 May 1929 in Jackson Co. OR. – Helen died of 
colon cancer. - Buried in Longview Memorial Park, Longview, Cowlitz WA. F: 149994149 

• Thomas Voltaire (“Tiny”/T.V.) Gurney, 18 May 1892 (1893 on OR death certificate & 
tombstone) Acme, Lane OR – 13 Sep 1955 Roseburg, Douglas Co. OR (in ambulance en 
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route to the hospital after car accident) . - Tombstone reads T.V. Gurney. – Killed in a head-
on car collision. The passenger in his car & the driver of the other car were injured. The other 
driver Clemore Charles Woodworth was charged with negligent homicide. His car had 
skidded out of control on wet pavement & into the lane of Thomas’s approaching car. 
Cause of death: “frontal skull fracture and crushed chest automobile accident.”– His OR 
death certificate said Thomas never married. - Buried in Civil Bend Cemetery, Winston, 
Douglas OR. F: 112151259  

• James Brian Gurney, 3 Apr 1896 Mapleton, Lane OR – or Acme, Lane OR – 5 Feb 1918 
Tuscania. – Brothers James and Stephen were both on Tuscania – James died & Stephen 
lived. See James Gurney’s separate biography at www.tuscania1918.org for full details on 
his life. - Buried in Valley View Cemetery, Sutherlin, Douglas OR. F: 61537794 

• Mary Effie Gurney Wallis, 16 Feb 1900 Florence, Lane OR – 21 Dec 1975 Ashland, Jackson 
Co. OR. – Mary was a student at the University of Oregon in her mother’s Nov 1919 obituary. 
- Wife of Arthur Leroy  (“Lee”) Wallis (1900-1984). Mary & Arthur married 16 Mar 1922 in 
Yreka, Siskiyou CA. Their son James Arthur Wallis was born 27 Oct 1922 in Ashland, 
Jackson OR. - Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Ashland, Jackson OR. F: 66327994 

 
 
Siblings:  

• Robert Thomas Gurney, 28 May 1884 Roseburg, Douglas OR – 28 Oct 1901 OR. Robert 
drowned in the Siuslaw River a short distance above Mapleton OR. His obituary from the 
“Eugene OR) Guard” 4 Nov 1901 p 4 is copied above; it is also on his Find A Grave record. 
Robert was pushing logs into the river current between the old Lester place on shore & an 
island when he fell in. Three companions tried to save him but were unsuccessful. Two of 
them found his body by diving an hour later. Buried in Pacific Sunset Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Florence, Lane OR. F: 53021274 

• Helen Frances Gurney Morehouse, 28 Apr 1888 OR – 4 Jun 1934. Wife of John L.  Morehouse 
(1870-1949). Buried in Longview Memorial Park, Longview, Cowlitz WA. F: 149994149 

• Thomas Voltaire/Voltair (“Tiny”) Gurney, May 1893 OR – 13 Sep 1955 Douglas Co. OR. 
Tombstone reads T.V. Gurney. Buried in Civil Be  nd Cemetery, Winston, Douglas OR. F: 
112151259 

• James Brian Gurney, 3 Apr 1896 Mapleton, Lane OR or Acme OR – 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania. 
Tuscania. A Tuscania casualty while his brother Stephen survived. See the previous record 
in this document for his biography. Buried in Valley View Cemetery, Sutherlin, Douglas OR. 
F: 61537794.  

• Mary Effie Gurney Wallis, 16 Feb 1900 OR – 21 Dec 1975 Jackson Co. OR. Wife of Arthur Lee 
Wallis (1900-1984). Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Ashland, Jackson OR. F: 66327994 

 
 
Notes: 
 
Stephen had a 14-day furlough while at war in Europe & visited his brother James’s grave on the isle 
of Islay, Scotland.  
 
Wartime: 
 

http://www.tuscania1918.org/
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See listings under his brother James Brian Gurney for Stephen’s letter about James’s death & 
additional news articles that mention both brothers. 
 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – One of the Oregonians on board: Stephen M. Gurney, Glide 
OR 
 
One month after news reports put Stephen on the Tuscania, the draft board is looking for him! – 
“Coos Bay (OR) World” 14 Mar 1918 p 2 – The Coos County military board has sent a notice to 
Sheriff Gage & other officers to check on men who have not turned in their draft questionnaires. 
Among those listed as delinquent there are some who are in France, but there has been no official 
notification of that. Among the “deliquents” is No. 1204 Stephen M. Gurney, Powers OR.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Roseburg [OR] News Review" - 5 Apr 1944 p 4 - Mrs. Lee (Mary) Wallace (Ashland OR) & 
brother Stephen (Klamath Falls OR) were in Glide OR for funeral of uncle S.J. Shrum, visited 
his brother T.V. Gurney who lives in Glide. 
 
“Roseburg (OR) News-Review 3 May 1944 p 4 - word rec'd in Glide that Stephen, age 53, d. 
Klamath Falls "last Saturday," lived in Klamath Falls past 15 years, post office employee, 
lived at Glide OR several years before Klamath Falls, survived by brother T.V. Gurney of  
Glide & Mrs. Lee Wallace[Mary Effie, Mrs. Lee Wallis]. Funeral Klamath Falls, burial 
Ashland  
 
“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” 30 Dec 1944 p 7 – “Death Takes Klamathites During 
Year” – a list of those residents who died in 1944 who had lived in Klamath Falls beyond 10 
years includes among those who died in April : Stephen M. Gurney.    
 
 
Social Security Number:  OR death certificate claims he has no SSN number. Could not locate on 
Social Security Deth Index. 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Mapleton precinct, Lane Co. OR – conducted 9/11/12 Jun 1900 
Voltaire Gurney, 52 IA, Dec 1848, parents b. OH, married 19 years, laborer, logger 
Delila, 42 OR, Aug 1858, parents b. MO, gave birth to 8 children, 6 are living 
Robert T., 16 OR, May 1884, at school 
Helen F., 12 OR, Apr 1888, at school 
Stephen M., 10 OR, Oct 1890, at school 
Voltaire, 7 OR, May 1893, at school 
James B., 4 OR, Apr 1896 
Mary E., 4 months OR, Feb 1900 
For children, says father b. IA, mother b. MO 
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. N1910 Falls, Polk OR – Mitchell St. – conducted 16 & 18 Apr 1910 – line 63 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7884/records/23308448 
Stephen S. Guerney, 19 OR, father b. IA, mother b. OR, laborer, rock crusher, 
Boarder with David Courter family 
 
1920 Powers Voting, Coos Co. OR – Camp No. 6 – conducted 18 Feb 1920 – line 40 
S.M. Gurney, 29 OR, father b. US, mother b. OR, single, steam engineer, logging woods, boarder 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 Klamath Falls, Klamath OR – same place in 1935 – conducted 5 Apr 1940 – line 5 
Stephen Gurney, 49 OR, single, special delivery messenger, Post Office [head of household] 
 


