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TUSCANIA 

 

Grohn, Thomas William 
1894 TX – 1945 TX 

 

 
Thomas Welcham Grohn - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-

2088157347/media/aca80c1b-41d8-498a-b6cf-b2d3eb296fc1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-2088157347/media/aca80c1b-41d8-498a-b6cf-b2d3eb296fc1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-2088157347/media/aca80c1b-41d8-498a-b6cf-b2d3eb296fc1
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TX death certificate – Find A Grave 26382263 
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Veteran headstone application -  

 
 

 
As Thomas WELCHAN Grohn – Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XQXD-
5?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8K-

81FS&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId= 
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TX, WWI Military Record – filed as GROHM and born in “Melburn” (sounds like Wellborn) TX - 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/film/005427281?i=1456&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark
%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JH28 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/film/005427281?i=1456&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JH28
https://www.familysearch.org/search/film/005427281?i=1456&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JH28
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Beaumont TX 
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Life 
 
 

 

Sour Lake TX news:  Beaumont TX 
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Name spelled as GROHM – Austin TX 

 

 

As GROHM -  
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Beaumont TX 
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 Wife 
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 Tonkawa OK 
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Children: 

 
 

 

Son died 31 Oct 1925 = Chandler OK 
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Daughter Betty Ruth Grohn (1927-2023) - https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/betty-

grohn-obituary?id=48423316 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/betty-grohn-obituary?id=48423316
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/betty-grohn-obituary?id=48423316


15 
 

 

 



16 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-7Q93-
2T?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVH89-

6JL&action=view&cc=1803956&lang=en&groupId= 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-7Q93-

1J?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVH89-
6JV&action=view&cc=1803956&lang=en&groupId= 

 
 

 
https://unicourt.com/case/pc-bk5-betty-ruth-grohn-1281072 

 

https://unicourt.com/case/pc-bk5-betty-ruth-grohn-1281072
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 Beaumont TX 
 

son Thomas Richard Grohn (1929-2009) 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-779J-
NM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVH8G-

659&action=view&cc=1803956&lang=en&groupId= 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/1738535?tid=&pid=&queryId=ea4a6

8da-5c4d-42ae-be5d-ea3073b93ff6&_phsrc=iKj9480&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/1738535?tid=&pid=&queryId=ea4a68da-5c4d-42ae-be5d-ea3073b93ff6&_phsrc=iKj9480&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/1738535?tid=&pid=&queryId=ea4a68da-5c4d-42ae-be5d-ea3073b93ff6&_phsrc=iKj9480&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/3545493 
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 Thomas Richard Grohn 3rd from left 
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son Dan Alfred Grohn (1938-2021) - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/houstonchronicle/name/dan-grohn-obituary?id=19405267 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:DHY6-QP6Z?lang=en 

 
  
 

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/houstonchronicle/name/dan-grohn-obituary?id=19405267
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Father 
 

 
TX death certificate – Carl William Grohn – Find A Grave 186941594 

 

 

 Moline IL 
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Mother 

 
Wedding day – 5 Oct 1884 of Thomas’s mother Julia Ann Cothran & her 1st husband, Joseph William 

Bradham 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/1183148?tid=386539&pid=-

2088157234&queryId=33da1f77-7826-4767-9425-
01079306cfeb&_phsrc=iKj9420&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/646554 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/6446178?tid=386539&pid=-
2088157232&queryId=7cafd264-aa38-4402-b1fb-

211eb2548bde&_phsrc=iKj9436&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/161553 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/67906473 

 
 

 
 

Father’s 1st wife Minnie Mason 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7857/records/227675?tid=386539&pid=-
2088157345&ssrc=pt  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Full siblings: 

 



45 
 

 

From Ancestry.com 25 Feb 2010 – https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/15635466/person/293159019/media/915afe5c-1e58-441f-bb77-4b9fb496d6eb 

 
Sister Elizabeth Catherine (Bettye) Grohn Schwab Behr Poe (1892-1979) 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-2088157252/media/00986ef1-

5318-45f0-a8b7-79de4ae7bc7e 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15635466/person/293159019/media/915afe5c-1e58-441f-bb77-4b9fb496d6eb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15635466/person/293159019/media/915afe5c-1e58-441f-bb77-4b9fb496d6eb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-2088157252/media/00986ef1-5318-45f0-a8b7-79de4ae7bc7e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-2088157252/media/00986ef1-5318-45f0-a8b7-79de4ae7bc7e
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38635647/person/19892081953/facts 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38635647/person/19892081953/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38635647/person/19892081953/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Wyatt+Edward_Poe&gender=m&marriage=1967-7-

17_jefferson-marion-texas-
usa_77821&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Elizabeth+Catherine+(Betty)_GROHN

&treePerson=38635647_292025818947 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38635647/person/19892081953/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Wyatt+Edward_Poe&gender=m&marriage=1967-7-17_jefferson-marion-texas-usa_77821&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Elizabeth+Catherine+(Betty)_GROHN&treePerson=38635647_292025818947
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Wyatt+Edward_Poe&gender=m&marriage=1967-7-17_jefferson-marion-texas-usa_77821&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Elizabeth+Catherine+(Betty)_GROHN&treePerson=38635647_292025818947
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Wyatt+Edward_Poe&gender=m&marriage=1967-7-17_jefferson-marion-texas-usa_77821&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Elizabeth+Catherine+(Betty)_GROHN&treePerson=38635647_292025818947
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Wyatt+Edward_Poe&gender=m&marriage=1967-7-17_jefferson-marion-texas-usa_77821&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Elizabeth+Catherine+(Betty)_GROHN&treePerson=38635647_292025818947
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063085-
01519?pId=1345865 
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the disappearance of his brother Luther Martin/Martin Luther Grohn – BUT he is found in the 1940 
census, so Luther was a resident at the Rusk State Hospital for the Insane as of 3 Apr 1940 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-2088157250/media/8b8f6577-
0892-45ee-9e9c-24a7e85f29ca?_phsrc=hFB9196&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-2088157250/media/8b8f6577-0892-45ee-9e9c-24a7e85f29ca?_phsrc=hFB9196&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-2088157250/media/8b8f6577-0892-45ee-9e9c-24a7e85f29ca?_phsrc=hFB9196&_phstart=successSource
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 Beaumont TX 
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Half-sibling: his mother’s 1st marriage, to Joseph William Bradham 

 

 
Half-sister Erin Caroline Bradham Wells (1886-1937) – Find A Grave 94221974) 

 

 
Find A Grave 94221974 
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Half-sibling: by his mother’s 2nd marriage, to Wright Richardson 



54 
 

 

 
Half-sister Effie Wright Richardson Armstrong (1888-1928) – Find A Grave 235148667 
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Beaumont TX 

 



57 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Half-siblings, by his father Carl’s 1st marriage, to Minnie Mason 
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Half-sister Ella Elnora Grohn Shoemaker (1875-1948) – Find A Grave 59704104 

 

 

Bryan TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/424456 

 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/424456
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Half-brother Carl William (Will) Grohn Jr. (1880-1943) 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005152976_01206?pId=992103
5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/12681163 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/15635466/person/293298865/media/dc706330-1dbc-45c4-8580-
f2337beab4f2?queryId=c83d6db4-8084-4ed6-9633-

8b493b1f9fd0&searchContextTreeId=386539&searchContextPersonId=-
2088157249&_phsrc=iKj9394&_phstart=successSource 
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 Beaumont TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/26931480?tid=386539&pid=-
2088157247&queryId=a1d4ef71-8d52-4d45-b6fe-

9c0346f13e21&_phsrc=iKj9405&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 father or son? 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/26931480?tid=386539&pid=-2088157247&queryId=a1d4ef71-8d52-4d45-b6fe-9c0346f13e21&_phsrc=iKj9405&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/26931480?tid=386539&pid=-2088157247&queryId=a1d4ef71-8d52-4d45-b6fe-9c0346f13e21&_phsrc=iKj9405&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/26931480?tid=386539&pid=-2088157247&queryId=a1d4ef71-8d52-4d45-b6fe-9c0346f13e21&_phsrc=iKj9405&_phstart=successSource
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Half-brother John Henry Grohn Sr. (1885-1962) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/386539/person/-2088157248/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/386539/person/-2088157248/facts
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 Lafayette LA 
John Sr.’s son by Bessie Elliot 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/926300646 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2531332 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2531332
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/121702092?tid=386539&pid=-
2088157207&queryId=0eb94f52-3e52-46bb-afe6-

0cc14bdac380&_phsrc=iKj9413&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22700333?tid=386539&pid=-

2088157206&queryId=eceee4cd-d693-45e3-bbf0-
1536d25e80bd&_phsrc=iKj9417&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22700333?tid=386539&pid=-2088157206&queryId=eceee4cd-d693-45e3-bbf0-1536d25e80bd&_phsrc=iKj9417&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22700333?tid=386539&pid=-2088157206&queryId=eceee4cd-d693-45e3-bbf0-1536d25e80bd&_phsrc=iKj9417&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22700333?tid=386539&pid=-2088157206&queryId=eceee4cd-d693-45e3-bbf0-1536d25e80bd&_phsrc=iKj9417&_phstart=successSource


74 
 

 

Name: Thomas Welcham Grohn 
Name variations:  Grohm for surname – Tommy for first name – Welchan for middle name – 
surname may have had an umlaut: Gröhn 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade (1938 NTSA, 2nd Div., 23rd Inf., Co. M) - 
private 
Serial number: 251,441 
Entered service from: Sour Lake, Hardin TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Thomas W. GROHM 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. G. Grohm (sic), Box 195, Sour Lake TX 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Thomas W. Grohn 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Julia Grohn, Box 195, Sour Lake TX (pvt, Inf.)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Thomas W. Grohn - b. 4 Jun 1894 Brazos TX; res: Sour Lake, 
Hardin TX. Single. Oil field worker, Lake Oil, Sour Lake TX. Dependent mother & father. Medium 
height & build.  (TX military records: as Grohm) 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: Box No. 21, Sour Lake TX (listed as Tommy 
Groaner and Thomas W. Grohn) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Thomas Welcham Grohn - b. 4 Jun 1894 Brazos Co. TX; 
res: Box 21, Sour Lake, Hardin TX. NOK Mrs. G.W. Schwab, Sour Lake TX [his sister]. Employed by 
Chambers & Edwards Oil Co., Sour Lake, Hardin TX. Card is signed T.W. Grohn. Height: 5’8” – 140 
lbs. “right eye defective” Registered 27 Apr 1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 8 Dec 1917 
Discharged 7 Apr 1919 
Address: Chandler OK 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. M, 23rd Infantry 
 
TX, WWI Military Record 
Thomas W. GROHM, serial 251441, resident of Sour Lake, Hardin TX. Inducted into Army at Kountze 
TX on 8 Dec 1917 at age 23 years, 6 months. Born Melburn [Wellborn?] TX. In Co. M, 23rd Infantry to 
discharge. Private. In engagement at Chateau Thierry. Slightly wounded 14 Jun 1918. Overseas 24 
Jan 1918 to 22 Mar 1919. Discharged 7 Apr 1919. 15% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 4 Jun 1894 Wellborn, Brazos Co. TX (TX military records under Grohm: Melburn TX)  
Died: 23 Sep 1945 Beaumont, Jefferson TX   
Find A Grave record: 26382263, presence on Tuscania noted in text   
Burial location: Sour Lake, Hardin TX 
Cemetery: Rosedale 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Texas Pvt 23 Inf 2 Div 
 
Father:  Carl (or Charles) William Grohn, 26 Aug 1854 NE – 23 Jul 1918 Sour Lake, Hardin TX.  
His mother was Minnie Jensen.  
His first marriage was to Minnie Mason, 1865 IL – 1891 Brazos Co. TX. Daughter of John Henry & 
Eleanor Madara [maiden ?] Mason. They married 9 Feb 1876 in Rock Island Co. IL. Carl & Minnie 
had 3 children: Ella, Carl Jr. and John Henry. 
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Widowed, he married Julia Richardson in 1891. 
Buried in Rosedale Cemetery, Sour Lake, Hardin TX.  
Find A Grave: 186941594 
 
Mother:  Julia Ann/Estelle Cothran Bradham Richardson Grohn, 13 Mar 1862 AL – 24 May 1934 Sour 
Lake, Hardin TX.  
Daughter of Thomas Henry Cothran & Amanda Goolsby.  
 
Married to Joseph William Bradham (1843 TN – 1885 TX) on 5 Oct 1884 in Prairie Hill, Washington 
Co. TX [also listed in the church records of St. John Lutheran Church (Brenham TX)].  
 
Joseph died on 27 Sep 1885 in TX before the birth of their daughter, Erin Wells Bradham, on 23 Jan 
1886. Julia was Joseph’s 2nd wife. He had 8 children by his 1st wife, Nancy Kathryn/Catherine 
Grace/Grace (1846-1883) whom he had married 30 Jun 1865 Roane Co. TN.  Joseph had fought for 
the Union during the Civil War.  
 
Married on 18 Aug 1887 in Brazos Co. TX to Wright Richardson (ca. 1860 GA) - also found as R. 
Wright Richardson - by whom she had a daughter, Effie Wright Richardson, born on 3 Jun 1888. 
In the 1880 census for Fort Browder, Barbour AL, conducted in Jun 1880, Wright Richardson (19 GA, 
farm hand) lived with his mother Effie Richardson (48 GA, keeping house) & sister Frances 
Richardson, 28 GA, single, at home. It would seem Wright named his daughter after his mother. On 
their marriage record, he is listed as R.W. Richardson & she as Julia A. Bradham.  
 
Julia’s 3rd marriage was to Carl Grohn, in 1891. 
 
Buried in Rosedale Cemetery, Sour Lake, Hardin TX. 
Find A Grave: 26388912 
Parents’ marriage: 16 Dec 1891 Brazos Co. TX – Julia Richardson & Charles Grohn. 
 
Spouse:  Ellen Frances Gay Grohn, 8 Dec 1901 Lyons, Rice KS – 19 Dec 1995 Beaumont, Jefferson 
TX.  
SSN 463-44-1450. 
Daughter of George Callison Gay (F: 29899021) & Anna Matilda Dickman Winters (his 1st wife).  
Buried in Rosedale Cemetery, Sour Lake, Hardin TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 22888775   
Marriage: 4 Aug 1924 Ardmore Co. OK 
 
Children: 

• Male Grohn, died as an infant on 31 Oct 1925 in Chandler, Lincoln OK. Thomas & Ellen’s 
daughter Betty is listed as Ellen’s 2nd child, with 1 living now, and when Thomas Richard is 
born, he is Ellen’s 3rd child, with 2 now living. – The baby boy was buried in Oak Park 
Cemetery, Chandler, Lincoln OK on 1 Nov 1925 but is not on Find A Grave as of 30 Apr 2026. 

• Betty Ruth Grohn, 10 Aug 1927 Sour Lake, Hardin TX – 23 Feb 2023 Beaumont, Hardin TX. - 
Her original TX birth certificate lists her name as Bettie Ruth; this is amended by her mother 
on 21 Nov 1951 to Betty Ruth Grohn. Father: Thomas Welcham Grohn, 33, b. Brazos Co. TX, 
oil field worker & mother: Ellen Frances Gay, 25, b. Lyons KS, housewife, both residents of 
Sour Lake TX. Ellen has given birth to 2 child, with 1 [i.e. Betty] now living.  - Living in Sour 
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Lake TX as of 1987. – She was in Eastern District of TX bankruptcy court as of 7 Dec 2020. – 
Cremated. F: 249925344 

• Thomas Richard Grohn, 26 Jan 1929 Sour Lake, Hardin TX – 5 Sep 2009 Beaumont, Jefferson 
TX. – On his TX birth record, his parents are listed as T.W. Grohn, 34 TX, oilfield worker & 
Allen [may be misindexed] Frances Gay, 26 KS, housewife. Both parents are residents of 
Sour Lake TX. Thomas is Ellen’s 3rd child, with 2 now living. - Husband of Nell Sells (1932-
2019, F: 201369717). Nell was born Nellie Mahalie Sells on 5 Sep 1932 in Corpus Christi, 
Nueces TX to George Wakefield Sells & Eva Miller. Eva then remarried, to Robert Perry 
Feigler on 8 Mar 1940 in Jefferson Co. TX & so Nell is listed as Nell Feigler in her engagement 
announcement with Thomas. Her mother Eva Feigler then married James E. Shackelford on 
16 May 1978 in Jefferson Co. TX. Eva Shackelford (1907-1996) has Find A Grave 106870836.  
- Biography on Find A Grave: lifelong resident of the Sour Lake/Beaumont area. Graduated 
from Sour Lake High School in 1946. Enlisted in the US Army Air Force & served 4 years. 
Began in the banking industry with Sour Lake State Bank in 1951 & retired from banking in 
1983. Survived by his wife Nell Grohn, 2 sons (Stephen & Paul), sister Betty Grohn & brother 
Dan Grohn. - Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home, Beaumont, Jefferson 
TX. F: 41648536 

• Dan Alfred Grohn, 12 Dec 1938 Hardin Co. TX – 6 Sep 2021 Waco, McLennan TX. - His TX 
birth certificate lists his parents as Tommy W. Grohn & Ellen Frances Fay [Gay may be 
misindexed].- Married to Rita Joyce Kight (1942-2021, F: 40460428) prior to his college 
graduation from Texas A&M University in 1961. Had 3 sons & 1 daughter. Retired as a Lt. 
Colonel in US Air Force after 20 years in the service. - Buried in Proctor Cemetery, Proctor, 
Comanche TX. F: 40460398  

 
 
Full siblings: children of Carl Grohn & Julia Cothran. Thomas & his twin Julie were the 2nd/3rd 
children. 

• Elizabeth Catherine (“Betty”/”Bettye”) Grohn Schwab Behr Poe, 28 Sep 1892 Wellborn, 
Brazos TX – 18 May 1979 Beaumont Co. TX. - SSN 467-52-7675. - She & husband George 
William (Bud) Schwab (1888 or 27 Jul 1889 TX-1952, F; 26388928) adopted Carl Milton 
Schwab (1916-1973), who was the son of her half-brother John Henry Grohn & Bessie Elliot. 
Carl’s original name was Carl Mansford Grohn, but it was altered to Carl Milton Grohn, then 
Carl Milton Schwab (6 Jun 1916 or 1917 according to Social Security-29 Jul 1971 Lafayette 
LA). – G.W. Schwab married Bettie C. “Grohen” in 1912 in Harris Co. TX. - According to the 
family record (copied above), Bettye & Bud ran the Model department store in Sour Lake TX 
for many years. – In the 1940 census for Hardin Co. TX, conducted 17 Apr 1940, Georger W. 
Schwab (50 TX, laborer, petroleum products) lived with wife Bettie C. (46 TX). They had lived 
in the same house in 1935. - Also married to Edmond Behr (13 Sep 1899 Alsace-Lorraine, 
France – 25 Apr 1962 Beaumont, Jefferson TX, buried in Gates of Prayer Cemetery #2, New 
Orleans, Orleans Parish LA, F: 30136355. - Married to Wyatt Edward (“Ned”) Poe, 8 Jul 1894 
Leggett, Polk TX – 2 Sep 1980 Vidor, Orange TX. According to his obituary, Wyatt is buried in 
Restlawn Memorial Park, Vidor, Orange TX but is not on Find A Grave as of 30 Apr 2026.  
Bettye Cathrine Behr, nee Grohn, obtained a marriage license with Wyatt Edward Poe on 14 
Jul 1967 in Jefferson Co. TX; they married in Jefferson Co. TX on 17 Jul 1967. Both men died 
while married to Bettye. Died with the name of Bettye Poe but buried as Betty K. Schwab 
with her husband George in Rosedale Cemetery, Sour Lake, Hardin TX. F: 99766588  

• Julie Estelle Grohn, 4 Jun 1894 Wellborn, Brazos Co. TX - ?. Twin of Thomas Welcham 
Grohn. Died in infancy, apparently before the 1910 census.  
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• Luther Martin / Martin Luther (“Pete”) Grohn, 16 Nov 1897 TX – disappeared after 1940 
(counted in the 3 Apr 1940 census at the Rusk State Hospital for the Insane). - When he 
registered for the WWI draft as Luther Martin Grohn, he resided in Sour Lake, Hardin TX & 
was a drillers helper in Goose Creek, Harris TX for Gulf Products Co., listing Mrs. Julia Grohn 
of PO Box 195, Sour Lake TX (where he resided) as his contact. - In the 1920 census, Luther 
lives with his mother Julia & brother Thomas in Sour Lake TX where he is an oilfield worker. - 
In the 1930 census, he is a patient in the Rusk State Hospital for the Insane, Rusk, Cherokee 
Co. TX. This census was conducted 14 Apr 1930; he is age 33, b. TX, single, a patient, 
parents b. TX. His name is on line 42. – In the 1940 census for Rusk, Cherokee TX, L.M. 
Grohn, 43 TX, single, is institutionalized in the Rusk State Hospital. His name is on line 18. 
This census was conducted 3 Apr 1940.  He was in the same place in 1935. - Described in 
the above family account as “mentally imbalanced,” Luther disappeared from Rusk. His 
siblings Thomas & Bettye were asked to identify skeletal remains found in the woods but 
they decided it was not Luther’s body due to the size of the feet. 

 
Half-sibling: by his mother Julia’s 1st marriage to Joseph William Bradham 

• Erin Caroline Bradham Wells, 23 Jan 1886 TX – 1 Dec 1937 Sour Lake, Hardin TX. - Wife of 
John Servetus Wells (1875-1964) whom she married 26 Sep 1901 in Travis Co. TX at age 16. 
They had 4 children.  - In the 1920 & 1930 censuses, John S. & Erin live in Sour Lake, Hardin 
TX. - Buried in Magnolia Cemetery, Beaumont, Jefferson TX. F: 94221974 

 
Half-sibling: by his mother Julia’s 2nd marriage to Wright Richardson 

• Effie Wright Richardson Armstrong, 3 Jun 1888 TX – 13 Oct 1928 Sour Lake, Hardin TX.  - Her 
TX death record has been misread & misindexed with a death date of 13 Oct 1938. - Wife of 
Willits Allison Armstrong (1870-1941, F: 235148633) whom she married on 27 Jan 1904 in 
Jefferson Co. TX.  - Died of “appoplexy” with high blood pressure as a contributing factor. - 
Buried in Sour Lake, Hardin TX on 15 Oct 1928 according to TX death certificate.Married, 
with W.A. Armstrong as informant. – Burial details unknown. F: 235148667 

 
Half-siblings: by his father Carl’s 1st marriage to Minnie Mason 

• Ella Elnora Grohn Shoemaker, 31 Aug 1875 TX – 8 Oct 1948 Port Arthur, Jefferson TX (at her 
home). - Wife of William F. Shoemaker (1856-1933). William & Ella obtained a marriage 
license in Bryan Co. TX in Mar 1895 & married 14 Mar 1895 in Brazos Co. TX. – Ella’s birth is 
reported as 1876 on her TX death certificate. Her birth state is given as Missouri in her 
obituary. - In 1930 census William F. Shoemaker (73 TX) & Ella (57 NE) live in Precinct 4, 
Hardin Co. TX. He was age 21 & she age 20 at their 1st marriages. Living with them is his 
brother-in-law [Ella’s brother] William C. Graham, 50 MO, farmer, truck farm, father b. US, 
mother b. Germany. – Cause of death: carcinoma of the mouth, contributing: diabetes 
mellitus & hypertension. - Buried in Greenbrier Cemetery, Madisonville, Madison TX. F: 
59704104 

• Carl William (“Will”/C.W.) Grohn Jr., 5 Jul 1880 [on his WWI draft registration] or 5 Jul 1881 
MO (on his TX death certificate) or 5 Jul 1884 Brazos Co. TX (on his WWII draft registration) 
but he might have been born in Illinois – 2 Jun 1943 Montgomery Co. TX. - Husband of 
Virginia (Virgie) Radford (1880-1952) whom he married 22 Jul 1908 in Beaumont Co. TX. – 
C.W. Grohn Jr. is buried in Greenbrier Cemetery, Madisonville, Madison TX.  

• John Henry Grohn Sr., 24 Jan 1885 IL or IA  – 9 Nov 1962 San Antonio, Bexar TX (in 
Laurelwood Hospital). - John’s son by Bessie Elliot (she born 6 Jun 1917 TX) was adopted as 
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Carl Milton Schwab by Carl’s half-sister Bettye Grohn Schwab & her husband George (Bud) 
Schwab. – John then married Leatha McKee Elliott; they had 4 children. She is listed as Mrs. 
Letha L. Elliott on their marriage record; they married 1919 in Harris Co. TX. - John was the 
husband of Lillian Mae Williams (1887-1959, F: 26388746). She was the daughter of James 
Thomas Williams & Mary Ann Davis, born 29 May 1889 TX, d. 7 Feb 1959 Kountze, Hardin TX. 
- Buried in Rosedale Cemetery, Sour Lake, Hardin TX. F: 26388781 

 
Siblings:  
 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
From Ancestry.com: written by his son 13 Jun 2014 – after surviving the sinking of the “Tuscania,” 
Thomas Grohn was sent to fight in France in the 23rd Infantry, 2nd Division. In the battle of Chateau 
Thierry, he was severely wounded there on 18 Jul 1918 by mustard gas. He spent 3 months in a 
French hospital & ended up blinded in one eye & burn wounds on his body. 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/386539/person/-2088157347/media/2ac5305e-
0e09-44da-b3e4-89056ceed55b 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: could not locate 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 2, Fort Bend Co. TX – conducted 30 Jun 1900 
Carl Grohn, 45 NE, Aug 1854, parents b. Germany, married 9 years, farmer 
Julia, 37 AL, Mar 1863, parents b. AL, gave birth to 6 (or 5?) children, 5 are living [wife] 
Carl W., 19 IL, Jul 1880, father b. NE, mother b. IL, farm laborer [Carl’s son by his 1st wife Minnie 
Mason] 
John, 16 IL, Jan 1884, father b. NE, mother b. IL, farm laborer [Carl’s son by his 1st wife Minnie 
Mason] 
Bettie, 7 TX, Sep 1892, father b. NE, mother b. AL 
Thomas, 6 TX, Jun 1893, father b. NE, mother b. AL 
Luther, 3 TX, Nov 1896, father b. NE, mother b. AL 
Erin Bradam, 14 TX, Jan 1886, father b. MD, mother b. AL [stepdaughter] [this is Erin Bradham, from 
Julia’s 1st marriage to Joseph Bradham, who was born in TN] 
Effie Bradam, 12 TX, father b. MD, mother b. AL [stepdaughter] [this is Effie Richardson, from Julia’s 
2nd marriage to Wright Richardson] 
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1910 Sour Lake, Hardin TX – conducted 21/22 Apr 1910 
Carl Grohn, 55 NE, parents b. Germany, married 19 years, in 2nd marriage, blacksmith, shop 
Mrs. Julia, 48 AL, parents b. AL, in 3rd marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
John, 26 IL, father b. NE, mother b. IL, single, laborer, oil field [son from Carl’s 1st marriage] 
Bettie, 17 TX, father b. NE, mother b. AL 
Thomas, 15 TX, father b. NE, mother b. AL 
Luther, 13 TX, father b. NE, mother b. AL 
 
1920 Sour Lake, Hardin TX – also indexed as LOHN – conducted 17 Jan 1920 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/100253392?tid=&pid=&queryId=bfe4
50a2-b7dd-4ead-94a8-4b8fb4fdbc22&_phsrc=iKj9476&_phstart=successSource 
Julia Grohn, 57 AL, widowed, father b. GA, mother b. AL 
Thomas, 25 TX, single, father b. NE, mother b. AL, laborer, oilfield [son] 
Luther, 22 TX, single, father b. NE, mother b. AL, laborer, oilfield [son] 
 
1930 Sour Lake, Hardin TX – conducted 12 Apr 1930 
Thomas W. Grohn, 35 TX, father b. NE, mother b. AL, age 30 at 1st marriage, driller, oil fields, WWI 
veteran 
Ellen F., 27 KS, father b. MO, mother b. KS, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Bettie R., 2 TX 
Thomas W., 1 TX 
 
1940 Sour Lake, Hardin TX – same house in 1935 – conducted 29 Apr 1940 
Thomas W. Grohn, 45 TX, truck driver, county road work 
Ellen, 38 KS 
Betty Ruth, 12 TX 
Thomas W., 11 TX 
Dan Alfred, 1 TX 
 
1950 deceased 
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