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TUSCANIA 

   

Griffith, Willard Ivan 
1893/1894 MO – 1950 WA 

 
       

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-

X47J-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPRB-
6DVM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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    veteran headstone application - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/1096214 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/1096214


3 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/9414719 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62282/records/4332022086  
Note – Willard & Mildred, two surviving children, are not discussed in this book 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/7201271?tid=&pid=&queryId=10d5e
cb8-5c32-4002-821d-2462169ae6c9&_phsrc=iKj9241&_phstart=successSource 
 

  
 

 
Life 
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 Grangeville ID 
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Grangeville ID 
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‘’  
Grangeville ID 
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Tacoma WA – is this him? 
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 Kellogg ID – nephew was the son of Willard’s sister Loreen 
Griffith Carlson 
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 Olympia WA 
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 Kellogg ID 
 
 

 
Wife 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/1073316 
 
 

 

  Everett WA 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/1073316
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Everett WA 
 

 

  
 Everett WA 
 
 
 

 
Father 
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Dan Freeman Griffith – Find A Grave 263416363 
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 Macon MO 
 

  
Macon MO – Dan died in 1917 
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 Macon MO 
 

 

 Macon MO 
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Mother 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c19920-
0371?pId=4535869 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c19920-0371?pId=4535869
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c19920-0371?pId=4535869
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 Macon MO 
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Nora Amelia Agee Griffith – Find A Grave 263416733 
 

 Everett WA 
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 Everett WA 
 

 Everett WA 
 
 
 

 
 

Siblings 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/11019875_6d95c996-b5fb-
4f7c-8b82-2ac460b0d230?pId=1053969545 
Sister Leona May Griffith Gray (1891-1976) 
 



24 
 

 

  Kellogg ID 
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Brother Olaf A. Griffith (1887-1899) 

 

 Macon MO 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Macon MO 

 
Sister Dottie Griffith (20 Jan 1900 – 21 Jan 1900) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/47913185/person/28032368972/facts 
 

 

 
Sister Evelyn Loreen Griffith Carlson (1903-1994) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7849/records/86251?tid=64793085&pid=43212229
3829&ssrc=pt 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7849/records/86251?tid=64793085&pid=432122293829&ssrc=pt
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7849/records/86251?tid=64793085&pid=432122293829&ssrc=pt
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 Kellogg ID 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/9411614 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/9411614
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 Spokane WA 
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Sister Mildred F. Griffith Erickson (1907-1988) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61480/images/48574_b415170-

00280?pId=90156571 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61480/images/48574_b415170-00280?pId=90156571
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61480/images/48574_b415170-00280?pId=90156571
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 Kellogg ID 
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 Rapid City SD 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61831/records/225680022 

 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



33 
 

 

Name: Willard Ivan Griffith 
Name variations: W.J. Griffeth, Willard I. Griffeth 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number: 250,794 
Entered service from:  Kooskia, Idaho Co. ID 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Willard L. Griffeth 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. N.A. Griffeth, Kooskia ID 
Returned from war on: Willard I.. Griffith 
Sailed on return ship as: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Nora A. Griffith, Kooskia ID (pvt, 18th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry)  
 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Willard Ivan Griffith - b. 11 Jul 1894 Elmer MO; res: Kooskia, 
Idaho ID. Single. Laborer in saw mill, Turner Bros., Kooskia ID. Mother & sister partly dependent. 
Medium height, slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Willard I. Griffith - b. 11 Jul 1894 Macon MO; res: Rte. #2, 
Box 956A, Edmonds WA, 2 miles on Maplewood Hill. NOK N.C. Gordon, same address. Not 
employed (occupation: clerk & property man). “right lower extremity 6 in. below knee (artificial leg)” 
Height: 5’9” – weight: 145 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 13 Dec 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address:  Kooskia ID 
Rank/unit:  private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 Jul 1893 [headstone] or 1894 [Social Security] Elmer, Macon MO (WW II draft: Mason, 
Marion MO)  
Died: 3 Feb 1950, Seattle, King WA (2 Feb 1950 Veterans Administration Military Index)   
Find A Grave record: 16026122, presence on Tuscania noted in text   
Burial location: Seattle, King WA 
Cemetery: Evergreen-Washelli Memorial Park 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Missouri Pvt 20 Engineers WWI  
 
Father:  Dan Freeman Griffith, 18 Sep 1865 Greene Co. PA – 19 Apr 1917 Kooskia, Idaho Co. ID.  
Son of Isaac Allen Griffith (1836-1919, Civil War veteran from the Union, F: 66307545 & Helen 
Hilinda Hawkins (1842-1903, F: 66307567).  
Died of anemia – due to chronic malaria & chronic diffuse nephritis. 
Buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, Kooskia, Idaho Co. ID. 
Find A Grave: 263416363 
 
Mother:  Nora Amelia Agee Griffith, 10 Apr 1864 Walnut Creek, Macon MO – 4 Dec 1919 Kooskia, 
Idaho Co. ID.  
Daughter of Joseph Booker Agee (F: 33028972) & Amelia Herrin (F: 33029048). Her mother’s 
maiden name also found as Truitt; she was the daughter of James S. Herrin & Rebecca W. Truitt. 
Died of chronic interstitial nephritis. 
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Buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, Kooskia, Idaho Co. ID. 
Find A Grave: 263416733 
Parents’ marriage:  2 Nov 1890 Macon Co. MO 
 
Spouse:  Ann Ferguson Griffith, ca. 1895 – before 1980 (according to Ancestry.com family tree) 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 31 Dec 1944 King Co. WA. Obtained their marriage license the day before (30 Dec 1944). 
Married by a minister of the Gospel at his house, 10726 Palatine Ave. Both were residents of King 
Co. WA. Her name recorded as Ann Ferguson. 
Divorce: her name is listed as Anne Griffith. She filed for divorce in Everett, Snohomish WA Superior 
Court in Jun 1948. Interlocutory decree of divorce granted 3 Dec 1948 in Everett WA with a final 
decree on 10 Jun 1949. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Leona May Griffith Gray, 2 Jul or 20 Jul [records vary] 1891 MO – 31 May 1976 Kellogg, 
Shoshone ID. - Married 2 Jul 1917 in Spokane, Spokane WA to Joseph (“Joe”) Oliver Gray 
(1885-1964, F: 14872767). Joseph’s obituary is in the “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” 22 Sep 
1964 p 6. - Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Kellogg, Shoshone ID. F: 14872770 

• Olaf A. Griffith, 26 Nov 1897 MO – 16 Dec 1899. – Name on cemetery record listed as Olfa. 
Died of “brain fever” according to newspaper notice. - Buried in Chariton Grove Cemetery, 
Gifford, Macon MO, 4 miles south of Elmer MO. Not on Find A Grave as of 28 Apr 2026. 

• Dottie Griffith, 20 Jan 1900 MO – 21 Jan 1900 MO. - Buried in Chariton Grove Cemetery, 
Gifford, Macon MO, 4 miles south of Elmer MO. Not on Find A Grave as of 28 Apr 2026. 

• Evelyn Loreen Griffith Carlson, 29 Apr 1903 Elmer, Macon MO – 16 Oct 1994 Kellogg, 
Shoshone ID. - Wife of Alfred Emil Carlson (1890-1959, F: 14654682) whom she married 4 
Jul 1923 in Kootenai Co. ID. – Social Security lists her last residence as Campbell, Santa 
Clara CA. - Buried as Loreen G. Carlson in Greenwood Cemetery, Kellogg, Shoshone ID. F: 
14654739 

• Mildred F. (“Billie”) Griffith Erickson, 12 Jul 1907 Elmer, Macon MO – 19 Aug 1988 Kellogg, 
Shoshone ID. - SSN 518-03-0118. - Married 2 Jul 1945 in Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID to Paul 
Bernard Erickson (1905-1969, F: 26114189).  - Buried in Black Hills National Cemetery, 
Sturgis, Meade SD. F; 3311481. 

 
Notes: 
 
There is another Willard Ivan Griffith (from Oregon) and other men named Willard Griffith in the 
Pacific Northwest. Willard Dudley Griffith lived in Spokane WA.  
 
At some point, Willard’s right leg was amputated 6 inches below the knee, according to his 1942 
WWII draft registration. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Idaho County Free Press” (Grangeville ID) 16 Aug 1917 p 2 – “Here Boys Is Your Number in Big 
Human Lottery” – the Idaho County draft lottery gave number 436 to Willard Ivan Griffith of Kooskia. 



35 
 

 

 
“Grangeville (ID) Globe” 27 Dec 1917 p 1 – questionnaires have been sent from the local draft 
board to men, who have been divided into classes. Willard I. Griffith is in Class I, Division X. 
 
“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the survivors: Willard I. Griffeth [sic] of Kooskia 
ID. 
 
Post-war: 
 
1938 Seattle WA city directory: 
Griffith, Willard I, elevator operator, USCS, residence 907 W. 61st 
 
Obituary: 
 
WA death certificate – cause of death: “barbituric poisoning – circumstances unknown.” He died at 
home, 326 – 16th Avenue N., Seattle, King WA. In the box asking if accident/suicide/homicide, the 
answer is “not known.” Notes: “probably took overdose.” Informant: sister Mrs. Mildred Erickson. 
Born 11 Jul 1893 in Elmer MO. 
 
Social Security Number: 533-14-4886 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Walnut Creek, Macon MO – conducted 29 Jun 1900 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4118801_01205?pId=29969600 
Dan Griffith, 35 PA, Sep 1864, parents b. PA, married 10 years, farmer 
Nora, 36 MO, Apr 1864, parents b. MO, gave birth to 4 children, 2 are living 
Leona 8 MO, Jul 1891 
El Avin or Elvin or perhaps Ivan?, 6 MO, Jul 1893 [this is Willard Ivan; he is listed as a daughter] 
 
1910 Walnut Creek, Macon MO – conducted 19/20 1910 
Dan F. Griffith, 44 PA, father b. MD, mother b. US, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, miller, sawmill 
Norra A., 46 MO, parents b. MO, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Leona M., 18 MO, switch tender, telephone control 
Willard I., 16 MO 
Evelyn L., 6 MO 
Mildred F., 2 MO 
 
1920 Kooskia, Idaho Co. ID – Main St. – conducted 17 Jan 1920 
Samuel Griffith, 46 PA, parents b. PA, contractor 
Rose, 43 MO, parents b. MO [wife] 
Paul, 13 MO [son] 
Willard, 25 MO, father b. PA, mother b. MO, telegraph operator [nephew] 
 
1930 Tacoma, Pierce WA – 3824 S. Yakima - conducted 
Willard I. Griffith, 33 MO, father b. PA, mother b. MO, single, boat watchman, WWI veteran, lodger 
with: 
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Bert G. Taylor, 32 WI – his wife Lillian Taylor, 32 SD - & son Bert G. Taylor, 11 MO. 
 
1940 Seattle, King WA – 1317 – 1st Ave. – same house in 1935 – conducted 19 Apr 1940 
Willard I. Griffith, 30 MO, office clerk, steam railroad 
 
1950 died this year 
 


