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TUSCANIA 
Gresens, Ernest William 

1885 WI – 1968 WI 
 

 
Find A Grave 90313052 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-

X31S-P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7ZST-
W4W2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/23850520 
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Veteran headstone application – 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_12_00038-

03413?pId=3111028 
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 Appleton WI 
 

 Appleton WI 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 3 Apr 1908 p 5 
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Appleton WI 
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NY, NY 

 



13 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Wife Louise Miller/Mueller 

 

 
Appleton WI 
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 Appleton WI  
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday, 14 Mar 1910 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2428812?tid=&pid=&queryId=7513
a62f-2b11-4236-8268-ff6d16b219e8&_phsrc=iKj8815&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Wife Helen Susan Burggraf 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1205361 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53638529/person/372781337763/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1205361
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 Kewaskum WI 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/875045  
 

 
Milwaukee WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/958214517?tid=&pid=&queryId=34cf

640d-5f14-4d4c-a863-d0c572bfb7e8&_phsrc=iKj8842&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/782831048 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/958214517?tid=&pid=&queryId=34cf640d-5f14-4d4c-a863-d0c572bfb7e8&_phsrc=iKj8842&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/958214517?tid=&pid=&queryId=34cf640d-5f14-4d4c-a863-d0c572bfb7e8&_phsrc=iKj8842&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35767787 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/875075275?tid=&pid=&queryId=f96a
6727-5fd4-41b3-a94f-beefd641d37c&_phsrc=iKj8844&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35767787
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2343809?tid=&pid=&queryId=11d3
86c9-e78a-4684-b83a-e3f0d60af03e&_phsrc=iKj8846&_phstart=successSource  

 

 
 

Wife Anna Catherine [maiden?] Langhammer 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/2001955062?tid=&pid=&queryId=ebf
715fe-bfc0-495d-a0b5-830ab5094582&_phsrc=iKj8794&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1629/records/4196725?tid=&pid=&queryId=a46fc2
6b-38a2-4d59-abfd-5c3b85efd772&_phsrc=iKj8792&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3496327 
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 Rhinelander WI 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daughter by Louise Miller 
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Boise ID 

Daughter Martha Augusta Gresens Barham White (1909-1962) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60566/images/46922_b296546-
00108_page_0001?pId=401039 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/150849821?tid=195413563&pid=352

567858062&ssrc=pt 
 
 
 

 
Find A Grave 60553757 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/150849821?tid=195413563&pid=352567858062&ssrc=pt
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/150849821?tid=195413563&pid=352567858062&ssrc=pt
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Boise ID – married Army White March 1956, not 1946 
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Daughter by Anna/Helen Burgraff 
 

https://www.pressenterprise.com/obituaries/jane-pena-calimesayucaipa-ca/ 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/53638529/person/372781337762/facts?_phsrc=iKj8823&_phstart=successSourc

e 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/93008701?tid=53638529&pid=3727

81337762&queryId=3ad84467-c4a6-4ecf-bc46-
7a46c50b8b6d&_phsrc=iKj8826&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60873/records/900087438?tid=53638529&pid=372
781337762&queryId=9ec6c558-4d85-4fdf-aafa-

e662a0771b73&_phsrc=iKj8824&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60873/records/900489050?tid=53638529&pid=372
781337762&queryId=e683b6a1-6490-4256-bf9c-

404953bef3fb&_phsrc=iKj8828&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1141/records/5199466 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1141/records/5199467?tid=53638529&pid=372781
337762&queryId=85c82d42-a320-428d-a804-

0f387576bf3e&_phsrc=iKj8832&_phstart=successSource 
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Stepchildren 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/35295511 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/447366 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1629/records/4267020 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1629/records/4267020
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/199120006 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/2000470268?tid=&pid=&queryId=36
842f77-d9ae-47a2-badf-ec40d2934057&_phsrc=iKj8808&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 Sheboygan WI 
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Woodstock IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1629/records/4048774 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/39886360?tid=&pid=&queryId=c6b
ec70f-0616-44cb-ba85-31c56a23e1dd&_phsrc=iKj8810&_phstart=successSource 
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Father 
 

 

 Appleton WI 
 

 Appleton WI 
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Appleton WI 

 

 Appleton WI 
 
 
 

 
Mother 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4997/records/626190 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/53638529/person/372781333425/facts?_phsrc=iKj8761&_phstart=successSourc
e 
 
 

 
https://www.online-ofb.de/famreport.php?ofb=glowitz&ID=I22075&lang=en 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53638529/person/372781333425/facts?_phsrc=iKj8761&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53638529/person/372781333425/facts?_phsrc=iKj8761&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53638529/person/372781333425/facts?_phsrc=iKj8761&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2370054?tid=53638529&pid=37278
1333425&queryId=809657a3-c752-4605-947c-

66414d42446d&_phsrc=iKj8762&_phstart=successSource 
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 Appleton WI  
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 Appleton WI 
 
 

 Appleton WI 
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Appleton WI 
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Siblings 
 
 
 
 

 
Sister Bertha Marie Gresens Hillmer (1875-1943) – Appleton WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2561/records/881053?tid=53638529&pid=3727813
33420&queryId=1751e3d7-58aa-46d5-a96a-

dc66223aecde&_phsrc=iKj8774&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 Appleton WI 
 

 
Appleton WI 
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 Wausau WI 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8659/records/187845 

 
 

 
 

 Appleton WI 
Sister Martha Wilhelmine Gresens Meyer (1877-1943) 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8659/records/187845
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/140685221 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53638529/person/372781333422/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/140685221
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53638529/person/372781333422/facts
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 Appleton WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6856/records/137224?tid=53638529&pid=3727813

33422&queryId=16978936-d133-4a1e-b283-
1038b0b6deac&_phsrc=iKj8778&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6856/records/137224?tid=53638529&pid=372781333422&queryId=16978936-d133-4a1e-b283-1038b0b6deac&_phsrc=iKj8778&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6856/records/137224?tid=53638529&pid=372781333422&queryId=16978936-d133-4a1e-b283-1038b0b6deac&_phsrc=iKj8778&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6856/records/137224?tid=53638529&pid=372781333422&queryId=16978936-d133-4a1e-b283-1038b0b6deac&_phsrc=iKj8778&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Albert H.W. Gresens (1880 – 1883) – Find A Grave 42197459 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3017537?tid=53638529&pid=37278
1333424&queryId=39b0b90a-3f27-49fb-86bc-

1e7d38b32c9a&_phsrc=iKj8782&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 

 Appleton WI 
 

Brother Edward Rudolph Gresenz (1888-1974) 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/155691886 
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 Appleton WI 
 
 

 

 Appleton WI 
 

 

 Appleton WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91137699?tid=195413563&pid=352

567865588&queryId=ea30944c-dcce-4f83-b6fd-
8d1d35371391&_phsrc=iKj8788&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1887936?tid=195413563&pid=3525
67865588&ssrc=pt  
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Oconomowoc WI 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



62 
 

 

Name: Ernest William Gresens  
Name variations:  Greshens – surname also found as Gresenz and Griesens 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - corporal  
Serial number: 251,004 
Entered service from: New Meadows, Adams ID 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ernest William Gresens 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Herman Gresens, RFD Box 31, New Meadows ID 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ernest W. Gresens 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Herman Gresens, New Medows [sic] ID (cpl, Co. B, 107th 
Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:   
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Ernest William Gresens - b. 25 Oct 1885 Appleton WI; res: 
1971 S. 80th St., West Allis, Milwaukee WI. NOK Jane Gresens, same address. Employed at Allis 
Chalmers, 1126 S. 70th St., Appleton WI. Wears “glasses” – Height: 5’10” – 230 lbs. Registered 27 
Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 28 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address:  443 – 48th Ave., West Allis WI 
Rank/unit: corporal, Co. B, 107th Supply Train, 32nd Division 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  25 Oct 1885 Appleton, Outagamie WI [his WI birth record lists his birth on 25 Oct 1885 in 
Outagamie Co. WI to Herman Gresens & Albertin Vonibke – indexer may have misread name]  
Died: 30 Jul 1968 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI    
Find A Grave record: 90313052, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Cemetery: Forest Home 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wisconsin CPL Co B 107 Supply Train WWI  
 
Father: Hermann Ludwig Gresenz, 5 or 11 Apr 1845 Giesebitz, Pomerania (Pommern), Germany – 
19 May 1920 New Meadows, Adams ID (at the home of his daughter Martha Gresens Meyer).  
 
Son of Johann Gresenz (1801-1859) & Maria Wandtke (1803-1878). Erroneously linked to other 
parents in online genealogies. 
 
Giesebitz is now located in the country of Poland and is called Izbica in Slupsk County, Poland.  
 
Erroneous information found online that he died in 1936 in Giesebitz, Pomerania, Germany. There 
is plentiful erroneous data on the Gerens/Gerenz family online because so many of them had the 
same names and lived in Wisconsin. He was not born 5 Sep 1849.  
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 22 May 1920 p 3 – Mr. & Mrs. Edward Gresens & Mr. & Mrs. Ernest 
Gresens of Milwaukee arrived here last evening to attend the funeral of Herman Gresens.  
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 “Appleton Post-Crescent” 27 May 1920 p 6 – Mr. & Mrs. Edward Gresens and Mr. & Mrs. Ernest 
Gresens returned home to Milwaukee following the funeral of Herman Gresens. 
 
His Find A Grave record has a photo of a grassy spot in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie 
WI but no headstone. His surname on his Find A Grave record is Gresenz. 
 
Herman is buried in section K, lot 27, area S, grave 1. 
 
Find A Grave:  234456002 
 
Mother:  Albertine Wilhelmine Sombke Gresens, 29 Oct 1849 [or 1900 census: Apr 1849] 
Grossendorf, Kreis Stolp, Köslin, Pomerania, Germany – 25 May 1908 Appleton, Outagamie WI. 
 
Daughter of Michael Sombke & Marie Hetzke. 
     
Some online records indicate she died in 29 Jul 1905 in Winnebago Co. IL. This is the wrong person, 
Her maiden name was NOT Bogatke either. Sombke was misread as Lumpke, however, on her 
daughter Martha’s WI birth record. 
 
Buried in section K, lot 27, area S, grave 2 (adjacent to Herman). 
 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI. Her Find A Grave record shows a photo of a 
grassy spot in the cemetery, no headstone. Name on her Find A Grave record is Wilhelmine 
Gresenz. 
Find A Grave: 234456059 
Parents’ marriage:  3 Mar 1872 Outagamie Co. WI – Hermann Gresens & Albertine Sumke.  
 
Spouse: Louise Miller Gresens, ca. 1888 WI – 12 Mar 1910 Appleton, Outagamie WI.  
Daughter of George Miller. 
Middle name found as Augusta (death record), initial M (marriage record) & May (daughter’s 
marriage record) 
Louise died at age 22 on Saturday, 12 Mar 1910 in Appleton, Outagamie WI of the “white plague” 
(consumption, now called tuberculosis), the 8th member of the George Miller family to die of 
tuberculosis in 9 years. She resided at 922 Superior St. & was survived by a husband [Ernest] & 8-
month-old daughter [Martha Augusta Gresens]. Funeral held 15 Mar 1910.  
 
Louise had been ill for 8 months before her death, which coincided with the birth of her daughter.  
 
See article from “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 14 Mar 1910 p 1 copied above. Elizabeth Miller had 
died at age 12 on 15 May 1904, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. George Miller. Gusta Miller died in Apr 1907, 
the 3rd daughter of Mr. & Mrs. George Miller to die of consumption in 4 years (“Appleton [WI] Post” 
25 Apr 1907 p 1] 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI as Anna Gresenz. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 218035184 
Marriage: ca. 1927 (Ernest, age 44 in the 1930 census, says he was 1st married at age 31). When 
Anna’s daughter & son-in-law, Marie & Wilhelm Einsporn leave Germany on 17 Jun 1927, they are 
heading to Anna Gresens at 562 – 48th Ave., Milwaukee WI.  
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Marriage: Wednesday night, 3 Mar 1909 Appleton, Outagamie WI. The newspaper account spells 
their names as Louise Mueller & Ernest Gresenz. – The officiant was Rev. T.J. Sauer of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church. - Their daughter was born 3 months later.  
 
Spouse: Helen Susan Burggraf Gresens, 24 Aug 1891 Ithaca, Richland WI – 22 Mar 1926 Milwaukee 
Co. WI. 
Daughter of Frank A. Burggraf (d. 3 Aug 1941 Milwaukee Co. WI) & Hermina Holtz (31 Oct 1830 MO – 
23 Sep 1902 WI). 
 
In the 1900 census for Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, conducted 7 Jun 1900, Helen Burggraf (8 WI, Aug 
1891, father b. Germany, mother b. MO) lived with her parents Frank A. Burggraf (36 Germany, Jan 
1864, emigrated 1883, in US for 10 years, papers filed, married 11 years, parents b. Germany, 
cabinet maker & Hermina Burggraf (29 MO, Oct 1870, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 4 children, 
3 are living, furniture). 
 
In 1910, Helen S. Burggraf, 18 WI, father b. Germany, mother b. WI, milliner, retail, lived with her 
widowed father Franka (Frank A.) Burggraff (47 Germany, parents b. Germany, cabinet maker, 
furniture) & her younger sisters, Louise (10 WI, Mar 1890) & Florence M. (7 WI, Jan 1893). The 3 girls 
were at school. This census was conducted 23 Apr 1910. 
 
In the 1920 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI census, conducted 12 Jan 1920, Helen Susan Burggraf (28 
WI, single) lived with her widowed father Frank A. Burggraf (56 Germany, parents b. Germany, 
cabinet maker). Helen married Ernest 3 months later. 
 
Her daughter Jane Helen Gresens was born 26 January 1925 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, 
Wisconsin. Helen died when Jane was 14 months old. 
 
Find A Grave: 
Married 29 Apr 1920 in Milwaukee Co. WI – as Helen S. Burggraf 
 
Spouse:  Anna Catherine/Katerine [maiden?] Langhammer Gresens, 23 May 1881 Germany – 6 Apr 
1951 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
 
First husband was Ferdinand Langhammer, whom she married in Germany. 
 
On her daughter Maria Langhammer’s Social Security record, Maria’s father is listed as Ferdinand 
Langhammer & her mother as Anna K. Langhammer. On her daughter Jane Gresens’s Social 
Security record, Jane’s mother is listed as Helen Burgraff. –  
 
On the manifest of the “Albert Ballin” which sailed from Hamburg, Germany, on 28 Jan 1926, 
Caterine (typed, with “Anna” handwritten above it), age 44, household [i.e. a housewife], widowed, 
resident of Bochum, Germany, was heading to her cousin, Martin Strube in Baker KS. At home was 
son Ferd. Langhammer at Beethovenstrasse 12, Bochum, Germany. –  She arrived in NYC on 7 Feb 
1926. 
 
Naturalized as Anna Gresens, address: 1971 S. 80th, West Allis WI. Born Germany 23 May 1881, 
naturalized 11 Sep 1940 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee Co. WI circuit court.  
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“Rhinelander (WI) Daily News” 7 May 1951 p 5 – Mrs. Prosper Olkowski & Mrs. Stanley Rychiak 
returned from Milwaukee, where Mrs. Olkowski attended the funeral of Mrs. Anna Gresens. 
 
Buried in Forest Home Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI as Anna Gresens. Her WI death record 
lists her name as Anna Catherine Gresens. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 120755745 
Marriage: apparently between her arrival in the US on 7 Feb 1926 and the emigration from Europe of 
her two children Ferdinand Langhammer & Maria Langhammer Einsporn on 17 June 1927. 
 
Child: by his 1st wife, Louise Miller 

• Martha Augusta Gresens Barham White, 27 Jun 1909 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 30 Nov 
1962 Riggins, Idaho Co. ID. - Her mother died when Martha was 8 months old. - In the 1910 
census, she lived with her father Ernest, aunt Martha & grandfather Hermann Gresens in 
Appleton WI. - In 1920 she resides in New Meadows, Adams ID with her aunt Martha A. 
Gresens Meyer (sister of her father Ernest Gresens), Martha’s husband Gustave Meyer, 
their 2-year-old daughter Marry J. & her grandfather Herman Gresens. - Married on 15 Mar 
1928 in Council, Adams ID to Eric Scott Barham (27 Oct 1889 MO – 20 Sep 1955 ID, F: 
16391958). – The couple had 12 children, according to the obituary of their oldest child, 
Jessie Louise Barham Spickelmire (18 May 1932 Riggins, Idaho Co. ID – 20 May 2005 ID).  – 
Following the death of her husband, Martha Barham married Army White in Council, Adams 
ID in Mar 1956.  In his brother’s obituary – Ivan William White (b. 1896 OR, d. 7 May 1961 
Boise, Ada ID), Army is referred to as Shallam Army White of Riggins ID.  Army married Mrs. 
Mary Gaspert (1889-1972) in 1967.  Army was dead by the time of Mary’s death on 26 Feb 
1972, according to her obituary. - Buried in Riggins Cemetery, Riggins, Idaho Co. ID. F: 
60553757 

 
Child: by his 2nd wife Jane Susan Burggraf 

• Jane Helen Gresens Kirby Pena, 26 Jan 1925 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 4 Oct 2004 
Yucaipa, San Bernardino CA. - SSN 398-14-9626. - Social Security records list her father as 
Ernest W. Gresens & her mother as Helen Burgraff. - In Feb 1953 her surname Gresens 
changed to Kirby. Jane H. Gresens had married Richard B. Kirby on 24 Dec 1952 in 
Milwaukee Co. WI. - In July 1958 it changed to Pena. Jane Helen Gresens married Henry C. 
Pena on 26 Sep 1953 in Yavapai Co. AZ. Jane was age 28, a resident of San Bernardino, San 
Bernardino Co. CA, born in Milwaukee WI on 26 Jan 1925. Henry was age 38, a resident of 
San Bernardino, San Bernardino CA, d. Dawson TX on 10 Mar 1915. - Jane & Henry divorced 
Sep 1971 in San Bernardino Co. CA. He died 12 Jun 2001. -  

 
Stepchildren: Helen/Anna Burgraff Langhammer’s children by her 1st marriage 

• Ferdinand (Fred) Langhammer, 4 Mar 1901 Bochum, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany – 
14 Nov 1969 Oneida Co. WI. Age 29 in 1930 census when he lives in West Allis WI with 
Ernest & Anna.  Emigrated along with his sister Maria Langhammer Einsporn & her husband 
William aboard the “Albert Ballin” which sailed from Antwerp, Belgium on 17 Jun 1927 & 
arrived in NYC on 27 Jun 1927; he was heading to Milwaukee WI. – Married to Gertrude 
Helena (“Gert”) Szigot (1906-1997, F: 129798397). – In the 1950 census for Greenfield, 
Milwaukee WI, Fred Langhammer (49 Germany, tool & die maker for a tractor manufacturer) 
lived at 9800 W. Montana with wife Gertrude (43 Germany) & children Richard (8 WI) & Linda 
M. (1 WI) & his in-laws Oscar Kaupper (69) & Charlotte (63). Tombstone inscribed “Fred 
Langhammer” in Cemetery of the Pines, Boulder Junction, Vilas WI. F: 129798398 
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• Maria Langhammer Einsporn, 26 Feb 1905 Bochum, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany - 28 
Aug 1995 Price Co. WI. - Marie Einsporn left Hamburg, Germany, on 17 Jun 1927 aboard the 
“Albert Ballin” along with her husband & brother. She was a resident of Bochum, Prussia. 
Marie was age 22, a housewife, b. Bochum, a housewife. Her husband Wilhelm Einsporn 
was age 28, a gardener, b. Waldhove, Germany, last residence Bochum. Wilhelm was the 
son of Gottlieb Einsporn, whom Marie listed as her father-in-law. They were heading to 
Milwaukee WI to her mother & Ferdinand’s mother (his mother-in-law) Anna Gresens, 
residing at 562 – 48th Ave., Milwaukee WI. Each had $25. Wilhelm was 5’5” tall & Marie was 
5’6”.  - In the 1929 West Allis WI city directory, William & Maraie Einsporn, he a mechanic, 
live at 777 – 73rd Ave. - Naturalized as Maria Einsporn, resident of 1971 S. 80th St., West Allis, 
Milwaukee Co. WI in US District Court, Milwaukee WI on 10 Sep 1941. Witnesses were 
Addie Beidatsch of 1205 S. 56th St., West Allis WI & Elsaie Beidatsch, 3425 S. California St., 
Milwaukee WI.  

 
Siblings: There are numerous incorrect family trees found online. Since Ernest’s parents married in 
WI, sibling listings which claim a birth in Germany before they immigrated are not possible. 

• Bertha Marie Gresens Hillmer, 5 Feb 1875 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 4 Mar 1943 
Wessington Springs, Jerauld SD. – Wife of Joseph Booth Hillmer (1873-1957, F: 121358512) 
whom she married in Winona Co. MN on 31 May 1898. – Buried in Prospect Hill Cemetery, 
Wessington Springs, Jerauld SD. F: 121358510 

• Martha Wilhemina/Wilhelmin Albertine (or M.) Gresens Meyer, 25 Jul 1877 Appleton, 
Outagamie WI – 12 Jan 1943 Council, Adams ID. - Wife of Gustave Edward Meyer (1872-
1941) whom she married 30 Jan 1915 in the Zion Lutheran Church parsonage in Appleton, 
Outagamie WI. - ID deaths: Martha Meyer died at 65 years, 5 months, 17 days. Born 
Appleton WI to Herman Gresens; mother unknown. Died of cancer. Informant: Mrs. Martha 
Barham, Riggins ID [Ernest’s daughter]. - Buried in Meadows Valley Cemetery, New 
Meadows, Adams ID. F: 110952605. 

• Albert H.W. Gresens, 11 Jan 1880 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 6 Feb 1883 Appleton, 
Outagamie WI. Died at age 3, the son of Herman L. Gresens & Albertine F. Gresens.  As of 
22 Apr 2026, his birthdate was listed as 11 Jan 1883 on Find A Grave. – Buried in Riverside 
Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 42197459 

• Edward Rudolph Gresens, 10 Jun 1888 Appleton, Outagamie Co. WI – 11 Sep 1974 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. - His birth record lists a male child b. 10 Jun 1888 in Outagamie 
Co. to Herman Gresens (b. Giesbitz, Germany) & Albertine Sambke (b. Grossendorf). The 
index likely misread some of the words. – Married Gertrude Koch in Milwaukee, Milwaukee 
Co. WI on the “next Saturday” according to the Thursday, 5 May 1915, newspaper article. 
Her obituary: “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 10 Feb 1923 p 12 – died in Milwaukee on 9 Feb 
1923. Her husband was a former resident of Appleton, living at the corner of Superior & 
Commercial streets. Survived by her mother Mrs. Joseph Koch of Milwaukee, brothers 
Albert & Walter Koch of Milwaukee & 2 sisters (one of them with a surname Koch). Funeral 
in Milwaukee 13 Feb 1923. Gertrude Koch Gresens (1890-1923) is buried in Forest Home 
Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI (F: 88424790). - In the 1920 census Edward R. (31 WI) 
& wife Gertrude (29 WI) live with his mother-in-law Josephine Koch (50 NY). Edward said he 
was age 26 when 1st married & Gertrude was age 23. He was a superintendent of knitting 
works.  - In the 1940 census of Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI Edward Gresens (51 WI) lived with 
wife Lucille (35 Germany) & daughter Greta [Louise], 11 WI. He was a repairman for the 
W.P.A. Landing Center. – Edward’s 2nd wife was Lucy Josephine Kroboth, the daughter of 
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Michael Franz Kroboth Jr. (1875-1947) & Mary Simitz (1878-1909), who had married 19 Feb 
1901 in Lehigh Co. PA. – Lucy was born 15 Oct 1904 in Inzenhof, Hungary & died 9 Feb 1999 
in Dousman, Waukesha WI. Lucy & Edward married 26 Nov 1927 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee 
WI. She is buried with Edward, F: 276073555. Lucy had emigrated when 10 months old 
aboard the “Finland” which had sailed from Antwerp, Belgium, on 14 Oct 1905 & arrived in 
NYC on 24 Oct 1895. She had sailed with her mothr Marie Kroboth (28 Germany) & brothers 
Johann (3) & Franz (1). Inzenhof was then part of Hungary; its other name is Borosgodor, 
Hungary. Inzenhof is now part of Austria.  – Edward is buried in Graceland Cemetery, 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 276073514. 

 
Prewar:  
 
The town of Giesebitz, Germany, from which the family came, is now called Izbica, Slupsk County, 
Pomerania, Poland. Before 1945 it was part of Germany. 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday, 19 Jul 1906 p 1 – Co. G will go to Camp Douglas next Saturday at 
6:30 a.m., arriving on the train at 2:30 p.m. There are 71 men who will stay at the camp all week, 
among them Ernest W. Gresens. 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 4 Feb 1908 p 1 – marksmanship medals were distributed at the 
regular weekly drill of Co. G. One of the recipients was Ernest W. Gresens. 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 26 Jan 1909 p 1 – Earning a marksman’s badge in Co. G was E.W. 
Gresens. 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 13 Jun 1912 p 1 – testimony at the inquest into the death of Max 
Shapiro was more like “lack of testimony” which did not give the jury grounds to suspect foul play 
OR suicide. Max’s body had been found in the basement of his building by his 18-year-old son 
William Shapiro, who could not remember most of the details, which differed from that he had told 
newspapers reporters – not that he could remember talking to reporters. Ernest Gresens testified 
that he had gone into the “death vault” that night after the body was removed & shut off the gas, 
which was partially on but not burning. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Hanford (CA) Kings County Sentinel” 14 Feb 1918 p 10 – one of the Tuscania survivors is Ernest W. 
Gresens of New Meadows ID. 
 
Post-war: 
 
1925 West Allis WI city directory 
Gresens – Ernest W. (Helen), mldr [molder), resident at 443 – 48th Ave. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 388-03-4583 
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Censuses: 
 
1880 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 521 Superior St. – conducted 23 Jun 1880 
Herman GRIESENS, 35 Prussia, parents b. Prussia, laborer 
Albertina, 30 Prussia, parents b. Prussia, keeping house 
Bertha, 6 WI 
Martha, 2 WI 
Albert, 5 months WI, b. Jan 1880 
 
1895 WI state census – Appleton, Outagamie WI – conducted 20 Jun 1895 
Herman Gresens, household of 1 male & 2 females – 1 born US, 2 born Germany 
 
1900 Appleton, Outagamie WI – conducted 1 Jun 1900 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4120634_00311?pId=73881498 
Herman Gresenz, 55 Germany, Apr 1845, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1871, in US for 29 years, 
papers filed, common laborer 
Albertina, 50 Germany, Apr 1849, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1870, in US for 30 years, gave 
birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Ernest, 15 Wi, Oct 1889, at school 
Eddie, 11 WI, Jun 1888, at school 
 
1905 WI state census – Appleton, Outagamie WI – as of 1 Jun 1905 
Herman Gresens, 60 Germany, parent b. Germany, laborer 
Albertine, 55 Germany, parent b. Germany 
Martha A., 27 WI, clerk 
Ernest, 19 WI, laborer 
Edward, 17 WI, knitting 
 
1910 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 922 Superior St. – conducted 19 Apr 1910 
Hermann Gresens, 65 Germany, parents b. Germany, widowed, laborer, street [indexed as 
Dresens] 
Martha M., 31 WI, parents b. Germany, single [daughter] 
Ernest W., 25 WI, parents b. Germany, widowed, glazer, box window factory [son] 
Martha A., 9 months WI, parents b. WI [granddaughter – her mother had died 12 Mar 1910] 
 
 
 
 
 
1920 New Meadows, Adams ID – his father, sister, brother-in-law & daughter – form is undated 
Gustave E. Meyer, 46 WI, parents b. Germany, farmer, general farm 
Martha A. Meyer, 41 WI, parents b. Germany [wife] 
Marry J. Meyer, 2 years 4 months ID, parents b. WI [daughter] 
Hermon Gresens, 73 Germany, parents b. Germany, widowed, emigrated 1872, alien [father-in-
law] 
Martha Gresens, 10 WI, parents b. WI [niece, i.e. Ernest Gresens’s daughter] 
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1930 West Allis, Milwaukee WI – 777 – 73rd – conducted 12 Apr 1930 
Ernest Gresens, 44 Wi, parents b. Germany, age 31 at 1st marriage, molder, foundry, WWI veteran 
Anna Gresens, 49 Germany, parents b. Germany, age 49 at 1st marriage [not possible] [wife] 
Fred Langhammer, 29 Germany, parents b. Germany, tool & die maker [stepson] 
Jane Gresens, 5 WI [daughter] 
William Einsporn, 31 Germany, parents b. Germany, age 25 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1927, alien, 
brass molder, foundry [son-in-law] 
Marie Einsporn, 25 Germany, parents b. Germany, age 19 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1927, alien 
[stepdaughter] 
 
 
1940 West Allis, Milwaukee WI – 1971 S. 80th St. – same house in 1935 – conducted 14 Apr 1940 
Earnest Gresens, 55 Wi, molder, metal ind. 
Anna, 58 Germany 
[Jane would be around 15 years old, but not listed] 
The previous entry on the page is for Anna’s daughter by her marriage to Ferdinand Langhammer: 
William Einsporn, 42 Germany, molder, brass foundry – same place in 1935 
Maria, 35 Germany – same place in 1935 [wife] 
 
1950 West Allis, Milwaukee WI – 1971 S. 80th – conducted 13 Apr 1950 
Ernest W. Gresens, 64 WI, moulder, machine manufacturing plant 
Anna K. Gresens, 68 Germany [wife] 
Jane Gresens, 25 WI, never married, office clerk, retail hardware store [daughter] 
William F. Einsporn, 51 Germany, brass moulder, heavy machinery plant [son-in-law] 
Maria Einsporn, 45 Germany [daughter] 


