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TUSCANIA 

Grenfell, John Thomas 
1898 Australia – 1979 CA 

 

   
Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-
X3J9-9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPTM-
XJVK&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” 3 Jul 1979 p 30 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/220954505 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/23845030 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2868008?tid=&pid=&queryId=0d042

c0e-0618-49c4-b26a-53ae2f1ceab3&_phsrc=iKj8702&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/220954505
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/23845030
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8939/records/5539998 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8939/records/5539998
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Life 
 

 Richmond CA 
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guest at Young Australian League 
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 Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA – Thomas performs in a program arranged by his mother, Margaret  
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Martinez CA 

 
 

 

 Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA 

 
 

 

 Richmond CA 
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Martinez CA 
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Martinez CA 
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“San Francisco Examiner” 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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 Oakland CA 
 
 
 
 

 
John Thomas Grenfell lists himself as “Thomas Grenfell” in the 1920 census also – “San Francisco 

Chronicle” 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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"San Francisco Examiner" 11 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
Richmond CA 
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Oakland CA 

 



18 
 

 

 



19 
 

 

 

Martinez CA 
The casualties on shore had landed in lifeboats on Scotland, not Ireland 
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 Richmond CA 
Note his guardian is “prominent worker of the parish” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Martinez CA 
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Father 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5187/records/58186?tid=&pid=&queryId=47428c1

5-961a-43ae-ad0e-ba0bc06db712&_phsrc=iKj8714&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=thomas+h_grenfell&birth=1856_england-
united+kingdom_3251&death=1935_california&count=50&residence=_australia_5027&searchMod

e=advanced&spouse=margaret 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=thomas+h_grenfell&birth=1856_england-

united+kingdom_3251&death=1935_california&child=john+thomas_grenfell&count=50&residence
=_gympie&searchMode=advanced&searchType=recent_home&spouse=margaret 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=thomas+h_grenfell&birth=1856_england-united+kingdom_3251&death=1935_california&child=john+thomas_grenfell&count=50&residence=_gympie&searchMode=advanced&searchType=recent_home&spouse=margaret
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=thomas+h_grenfell&birth=1856_england-united+kingdom_3251&death=1935_california&child=john+thomas_grenfell&count=50&residence=_gympie&searchMode=advanced&searchType=recent_home&spouse=margaret
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=thomas+h_grenfell&birth=1856_england-united+kingdom_3251&death=1935_california&child=john+thomas_grenfell&count=50&residence=_gympie&searchMode=advanced&searchType=recent_home&spouse=margaret
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/record/results?q.givenName=thomas%20h&q.residence
Date.from=1870&q.residenceDate.to=1915&q.residencePlace=Gympie%2C%20Queensland%2C

%20Australia&q.surname=Grenfell 
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Grenfell burials in Gympie Cemetery 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2215888/memorial-
search?fulltext=&firstname=&middlename=&lastname=grenfell&cemeteryName=Gympie+Cemet
ery&birthyear=&birthyearfilter=&deathyear=&deathyearfilter=&bio=&linkedToName=&plot=&mem

orialid=&mcid=&datefilter=&orderby=r 
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Martinez CA 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/219075954?tid=&pid=&queryId=59d
77777-e05f-404c-9ab4-08fddd3e0e9c&_phsrc=iKj8715&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 Richmond CA 
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Mother 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QK91-26Z8?lang=en 
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Gympie, Queensland, Australia 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=margaret_leaney+grenfell&birth=1874_ireland_3250&d
eath=1916_california&child=john+thomas_grenfell&count=50&father=john_leaney&marriage=189

7_queensland-australia_30096&searchMode=advanced&spouse=thomas+h_grenfell 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=margaret_leaney+grenfell&birth=1874_ireland_3250&d
eath=1916_california&child=john+thomas_grenfell&count=50&father=john_leaney&marriage=189

7_queensland-australia_30096&searchMode=advanced&spouse=thomas+h_grenfell 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=margaret_leaney+grenfell&birth=1874_ireland_3250&death=1916_california&child=john+thomas_grenfell&count=50&father=john_leaney&marriage=1897_queensland-australia_30096&searchMode=advanced&spouse=thomas+h_grenfell
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=margaret_leaney+grenfell&birth=1874_ireland_3250&death=1916_california&child=john+thomas_grenfell&count=50&father=john_leaney&marriage=1897_queensland-australia_30096&searchMode=advanced&spouse=thomas+h_grenfell
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=margaret_leaney+grenfell&birth=1874_ireland_3250&death=1916_california&child=john+thomas_grenfell&count=50&father=john_leaney&marriage=1897_queensland-australia_30096&searchMode=advanced&spouse=thomas+h_grenfell
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 Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA 
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 Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA 

 

 
Martinez CA 
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Richmond CA 

 

 

That is, Mary WALSH most likely -  Richmond CA 
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 Richmond CA 
 

 Walnut Creek CA 
 
 

 Martinez CA 
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 Richmond CA 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QK91-26Z8?lang=en 
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 Richmond CA 
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 Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA 

 

 
Richmond CA 
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 Richmond CA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Guardian Mary O’Rourke Walsh 
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Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA 
 

 Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA 
 

 Richmond CA 
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Richmond CA 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: John Thomas Grenfell 
Name variations: Thomas Grenfell 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private  
Serial number: 249,975 
Entered service from: Richmond, Contra Costa CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John T. Grenfell 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  friend Mrs. Mary Walsh, 319 Nevin Ave., Richmond CA  
Returned from war on: "Virginian" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John T. Grenfell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend Mrs. Mary Walsh, 319 Nevin Ave., Richmond CA (pvt, 41st 
Aero Sq). Mary Walsh died Mar 1919, so evidently John was not aware of this in Jun 1919. 
World War I draft registration (1917):   
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Thomas Grenfell – b. 19 Aug 1898 Gympie, Australia; 
res: 948 Adeline St., Oakland, Alameda CA – crossed off & added: 2404 Fruitvale Ave. 24 Aug 1943. 
NOK: none. Employed at Moore Shipbuilding Corp., foot of Adeline St., Oakland, Alameda CA. 
Height: 5’6” – weight: 150 lbs. Registered 14 Feb 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 27 Nov 1917 
Discharged 10 Jul 1919 
Address:  239 – 14th St., Richmond CA 
Rank/unit: private, 41st Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  19 Aug 1898 Gympie, Gympie Region, Queensland, Australia 
Died: 26 Jun 1979 San Francisco, San Francisco CA  
Find A Grave record: 723676, presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location: Portland, Multnomah OR 
Cemetery: Willamette National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Private US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Thomas H. Grenfell, ca. 1856 England – 30 Sep 1935 Alameda Co. CA. 
There are several burials of Grenfell people in Gympie Cemetery, Gympie, Queensland, Australia. 
From the birthdates of some, they may be Thomas’s siblings. A possible set of parents could be 
Peter Wallace Grenfell & Mary Casley.   
He is identified as “dead” along with his wife when Mary Walsh becomes the financial guardian of 
this son John Thomas Grenfell following the death of Margaret Grenfell in 1916. 
Thomas was an employee of Standard Oil Co. in CA. 
In the 1930 census for Martinez City, Martinez CA, Thomas was an inmate of the Contra Costa 
County Hospital, age 73, b. England, parents b. England, widowed, emigrated 1808 [sic, but 
obviously meant to be 1908], alien, no occupation. This census was conducted Apr 1930; he is 
listed on line 38. 
 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Margaret Leaney Grenfell, ca. 1873/1875 Ireland – 21 Jan 1916 Contra Costa Co. CA.  
 
The third daughter of John Leaney of County Galway, Ireland. 
 
“San Francisco Call” 3 Dec 1911 p 62 – in Richmond on 2 Dec 1911, the Maple Camp No. 4027 of 
the Royal Neighbors of Richmond elected officers, among them Margaret Grenfell as camp deputy.  
 
Was listed in the “San Francisco Examiner” 9 Feb 1918 p 2 as the deceased mother of John Thomas 
Grenfell; she had been a musician and music teacher in Richmond, Contra Costa CA.  
 
According to her obituary, Margaret died of pleurisy. She & her husband had come to Richmond CA 
9 years earlier from Australia, which computes to ca. 1907.  
 
According to her obituary, Margaret was buried in St. Joseph Cemetery, San Pablo, Contra Costa,  
CA, with her funeral held 24 Jan 1916 at St. Mark’s Catholic Church. 
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Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  17 Jul 1897 in St. Patrick’s Church, Gympie, Queensland, Australia – Thomas 
Grenfell of Gympie & Margaret Leaney, the 3rd daughter of John Leaney of County Galway, Ireland. 
 
Guardian: Mary [O’Rourke?] Walsh, ca. 1855 Ireland – 11 Mar 1919 Richmond, Contra Costa CA. 
 
Her maiden name was presumably O’Rourke, as her surviving brother was Chief Engineer Michael 
O’Rourke of Light Bay WA at the time of her death. When Mary’s sister Elizabeth Clinton Geaney 
died in May 1922, her obituary states Elizabeth was born an O’Rourke. 
 
Her surviving sister was Elizabeth Caroline Geaney, who died 15 May 1922 & is buried in Holy Cross 
Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA, F: 107421847.  
 
Following the death of John Thomas Grenfell’s mother on 21 Jan 1916, Mary Walsh, who was 
associated with her at the same church (St. Mark’s Catholic Church, Richmond CA) petitioned for 
guardianship of 17-year-old John. She wanted to administer the house he had inherited & 2.5 lots in 
the city of Richmond, plus $1,000 he had gotten in life insurance benefits from the Royal Neighbors 
of America to which Margaret belonged.  
 
Mary Walsh was an extremely active worker for St. Mark’s and owned some of the best property in 
Richmond, Contra Costa CA. Over the next few years, she transferred John’s property in real estate 
transactions noted in the local newspapers. John named “friend” Mrs. Mary Walsh of 319 Nevin 
Ave., Richmond CA, as his next-of-kin on the outward voyage to WWI of the “Tuscania” in Jan 1918 
& the return voyage of the “Virginian” in Jun 1919, unaware that she had died in Mar 1919.  
 
Some stories report John’s father and mother were dead when he was at war; his father lived until 
1935 and it is unclear why he was not supervising John’s finances.  
 
Mary Walsh had 3 surviving children: 
Mrs. Anna Baker of New York City 
Maurice Francis Walsh, who was serving as an lieutenant in the US Army, stationed in FL, who had 
graduated from Cambridge University in England 
& Father Gerald Walsh, a Catholic priest in the Society of Jesus, at the time at her death at the 
Jesuit College, St. Francis Xavier, Liverpool, England.  
 
She had come from the East from Richmond CA about 8 years prior to her death, where she 
invested heavily in property. She was the first woman in Contra Costa Co. CA to pass the 
citizenship test. 
 
Her first obituary said it was unsure if she would be buried in CA or at her former home in 
Connecticut. Subsequent obituaries noted her burial in St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery, San Pablo, 
Contra Costa CA (where Margaret Grenfell is also buried).  
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
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Children: 
 
Siblings:  
 
Notes: He is NOT the John T. Grenfell who married Ellen Shackleton, daughter of William 
Shackleton, on 18 Nov 1919 in Grass Valley, Nevada Co. CA – who fathered a disabled child – and 
who was divorced by Ellen on 19 Aug 1922 in Oakland CA. 
 
Prewar: 
 
In 1910 census, John Thomas Grenfell says he emigrated to the US in 1903. In the 1930 census, his 
father Thomas said he emigrated to the US in 1908. 
 
1913 Richmond CA city directory 
Grenfell – Thomas H. (Magaret – sic) boiler maker Santa Fe, resident of 528 – 5th  
 
1914 Richmond CA city directory 
Grenfell - Thomas H. (Margaret), resident 528 – 5th 
 
1915 Richmond, Martinez CA city directory 
Grenfell – Thos. H. & Margaret – watchman, S O Co., residence 528 – 5th [Standard Oil Co.] 
 
1916 Richmond CA city directory 
Grenfell – Thos. H. (Margt), watchman, S O Co. [Standard Oil Co.] – residence not listed 
 
Wartime: 
 
San Francisco Chronicle" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – son [inaccurate] of Mrs. Mary Welch, 319 Nevin Ave., 
Richmond. Enlisted in Oakland 20 Nov 1917, age 19 
 
“San Francisco Chronicle” 9 Feb 1918 - his father lived in Richmond; he took aviation course at 
Oakland 
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 9 Feb 1918 p 2 - of Richmond, ran away from home to join Army, was in 
high school, only 18, son of Thomas H. (Standard Oil Co. employee) & deceased Margaret (a 
Richmond musician) 
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 11 Feb 1918 p 3 – his guardian Mrs. Mary Walsh got word today he is 
safe. She & he lived at 315 Nevin Ave. "Tommy" enlisted at age 18 
           
 
Post-war: 
 
As a benefit of serving in the US Army, John Thomas Grenfell was granted US citizenship in 
Martinez, Martinez CA on 8 Jun 1921. 
 
Enlisted in the Army during WWII, on 22 Sep 1942 in San Francisco CA. A US citizen. Height 66 
inches (5’6”) & 149 lbs. Resident of Alameda CA. Single. 
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Obituary: 
 
“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” 3 Jul 1979 p 30 – copied above. 
 
Social Security Number: 565-03-6775 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Township 15, Contra Costa Co. CA – conducted 30 Apr 1910 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7884/records/181244850?tid=&pid=&queryId=359
e6f3d-c154-41c9-aea7-6b326cb86742&_phsrc=iKj8698&_phstart=successSource 

 
Thomas Grenfell, 54 England, parents b. England, in [unreadable] marriage, married 12 years, 
boiler maker, Santa Fe RR Co. 
Margaret, 37 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
John, 11 Australia 
 
1920 Richmond, Contra Costa CA (precinct 11) – conducted 14 of [month unreadable] 1920 – the 
census pages before & after this page were enumerated in January – on line 74 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/2681055?tid=&pid=&queryId=aabff7
0e-c742-4539-a160-ed26bd667774&_phsrc=iKj8711&_phstart=successSource 
Thomas Grenfell, 21 Australia, father b. England, mother b. Ireland, emigrated 1903, alien, welder 
helper, oil company 
Lodger with Victor Maschio (42) & his wife Clarice Maschio (35), their 2 children & numerous 
lodgers. 
 
1930 Oakland, Alameda CA – 28th St. – conducted 8/9 Apr 1930 – online 13 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/88865547?tid=&pid=&queryId=78cb
19bc-4acc-43cd-a895-eb2f665bdac4&_phsrc=iKj8708&_phstart=successSource 
John Grenfell, 32 CA, parents b. US, single, elevator operator, WWI veteran, lodger with: 
Louis Bignami (42 CA, plumber) & his wife Christine Bignami (41 MO) 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – same house in 1935 – residents (several pages) of Hotel 
Atlanta - form undated – on line 1 
John T. Grenfell, 41 Australia, single, elevator operator, club 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Seneca Hotel – conducted 11 Apr 1950 – line 28 
John T. GRENFALL, 51 Australia, never married, messenger, retail store 
 


