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TUSCANIA 

 

Grear, Roy William 
1895 MO – 1946 MO 

 
             

 
Obituary of Roy William Grear - "Macon [MO] Chronicle-Herald" 5 Nov 1946 p 1 
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From the MO State Archives – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 

 
MO death certificate – died of tuberculosis at Veterans Administration Hospital, Excelsior Springs, 

Clay MO 
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Veteran headstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_520307095_0381-
02593?pId=914773 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index –  https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-

XWM1-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRCY-
S9N2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XWM1-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRCY-S9N2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XWM1-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRCY-S9N2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-XWM1-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRCY-S9N2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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 La Plata MO 
 

 
Life 

 

 La Plata MO 
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Letter dated 20 Jan 1918 – four days before Tuscania sails – “La Plata (MO) Home Press” Thursday 

31 Jan 1918 p 1 
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St. Louis MO 
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 La Belle MO 
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Erroneously reported dead – “La Plata (MO) Home Press” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 1 
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La Plata MO 
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Macon MO 
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Ora is his brother, with access to better tobacco than Roy has – “La Plata (MO) Home Press” 25 Apr 

1918 p 6 
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Etta Grear Fulmer & Roscoe Fulmer are his sister & brother-in-law - “La Plata (MO) Republican” 10 

May 1918 p 1  
 
 
 
 



19 
 

 

 

 



20 
 

 

    



21 
 

 

     
References are to Etta [his sister] & her husband Roscoe Fulmer & their baby – and to sister Inez – 

“La Plata (MO) Republican” Friday 17 May 1918 p 1 
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La Plata MO 
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Letter home – “La Plata (MO) Home Press” Thursday 18 Jul 1918 p 7 
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“La Plata (MO) Republican” Friday, 8 Dec 1922 p 3 

 
 

 
 

In Navy? Not him? 
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 Kahoka MO 
 
 

 
“La Plata (MO) Home Press” Thursday 22 Mar 1928 p 1 

 

 
Macon MO 
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 St. Louis MO 
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Novinger MO   
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“Macon (MO) Chronicle-Herald” Thursday 30 Oct 1941 p 1 
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“Macon (MO) Chronicle-Herald” 27 Nov 1941 p 6 

 
“Macon (MO) Chronicle-Herald” 17 Jan 1942 p 1 
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Wife Nellie Conley 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/436097/person/-2064735491/media/3e088317-

2f22-46ad-926d-25c95256f61e 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/436097/person/-2064735491/media/3e088317-2f22-46ad-926d-25c95256f61e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/436097/person/-2064735491/media/3e088317-2f22-46ad-926d-25c95256f61e


41 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/32855585/person/350092633892/media/567b111e-eacb-4944-bfa1-
f064059fd64b?queryId=37c055a6-09dc-4888-93b8-

57c137351835&searchContextTreeId=436097&searchContextPersonId=-
2064735491&_phsrc=iKj8057&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 Kirksville MO 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/32855585/person/350092633892/media/567b111e-eacb-4944-bfa1-f064059fd64b?queryId=37c055a6-09dc-4888-93b8-57c137351835&searchContextTreeId=436097&searchContextPersonId=-2064735491&_phsrc=iKj8057&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/32855585/person/350092633892/media/567b111e-eacb-4944-bfa1-f064059fd64b?queryId=37c055a6-09dc-4888-93b8-57c137351835&searchContextTreeId=436097&searchContextPersonId=-2064735491&_phsrc=iKj8057&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/32855585/person/350092633892/media/567b111e-eacb-4944-bfa1-f064059fd64b?queryId=37c055a6-09dc-4888-93b8-57c137351835&searchContextTreeId=436097&searchContextPersonId=-2064735491&_phsrc=iKj8057&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/32855585/person/350092633892/media/567b111e-eacb-4944-bfa1-f064059fd64b?queryId=37c055a6-09dc-4888-93b8-57c137351835&searchContextTreeId=436097&searchContextPersonId=-2064735491&_phsrc=iKj8057&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/32855585/person/350092633892/media/567b111e-eacb-4944-bfa1-f064059fd64b?queryId=37c055a6-09dc-4888-93b8-57c137351835&searchContextTreeId=436097&searchContextPersonId=-2064735491&_phsrc=iKj8057&_phstart=successSource
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“La Plata (MO) Republican” 19 May 1916 p 5 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1171/records/5403592 

 

 

 La Plata MO 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1171/records/5403592
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Wife Leona Ballew Young Brinegar Grear Lindsey Pearson 

 

 Lancaster MO 
Father of Leona Ballew – James Lafayette Ballew 



44 
 

 

 
Leona Ballew – unmarried - Moberly MO 

 

 
Lancaster MO 

 

 
Lancaster MO 
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Kirksville MO 

 

 
 

Marriage to Cleo Young - 1923 
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Lancaster MO 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c15864-
0572?pId=5405747 
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 Lancaster MO 
 
 

 
Brashear MO 
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 Kirksville MO 
 

 
Lancaster MO 
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Lancaster MO 
 
 

 
 

 
Divorced 16 Nov 1928 
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Joplin MO 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Cleo_Young&birth=1900_missouri-
usa_28&death=1928_kirksville-adair-missouri-
usa_48003&child=Cleo+%22Lucille%22_Young..Bourdeaux&child2=Nelda+%22Louise%22_Youn
g..Leckner&father=Richard_Young?&gender=m&marriage=1923-1-19_brashear-adair-missouri-
usa_47999&residence=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence2=1915_chariton-lucas-
iowa-usa_42368&residence3=1917_lucas-iowa-
usa_1825&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Leona+May_Ballew+&treePerson=634
0861_2014978709 
Cleo Young did NOT die in 1928 as he was named in the Kirksville MO newspaper through Jul 1932. 
 

Daughters  by Cleo Young 

 
 

 

 Lancaster MO 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Cleo_Young&birth=1900_missouri-usa_28&death=1928_kirksville-adair-missouri-usa_48003&child=Cleo+%22Lucille%22_Young..Bourdeaux&child2=Nelda+%22Louise%22_Young..Leckner&father=Richard_Young?&gender=m&marriage=1923-1-19_brashear-adair-missouri-usa_47999&residence=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence2=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence3=1917_lucas-iowa-usa_1825&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Leona+May_Ballew+&treePerson=6340861_2014978709
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Cleo_Young&birth=1900_missouri-usa_28&death=1928_kirksville-adair-missouri-usa_48003&child=Cleo+%22Lucille%22_Young..Bourdeaux&child2=Nelda+%22Louise%22_Young..Leckner&father=Richard_Young?&gender=m&marriage=1923-1-19_brashear-adair-missouri-usa_47999&residence=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence2=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence3=1917_lucas-iowa-usa_1825&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Leona+May_Ballew+&treePerson=6340861_2014978709
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Cleo_Young&birth=1900_missouri-usa_28&death=1928_kirksville-adair-missouri-usa_48003&child=Cleo+%22Lucille%22_Young..Bourdeaux&child2=Nelda+%22Louise%22_Young..Leckner&father=Richard_Young?&gender=m&marriage=1923-1-19_brashear-adair-missouri-usa_47999&residence=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence2=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence3=1917_lucas-iowa-usa_1825&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Leona+May_Ballew+&treePerson=6340861_2014978709
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Cleo_Young&birth=1900_missouri-usa_28&death=1928_kirksville-adair-missouri-usa_48003&child=Cleo+%22Lucille%22_Young..Bourdeaux&child2=Nelda+%22Louise%22_Young..Leckner&father=Richard_Young?&gender=m&marriage=1923-1-19_brashear-adair-missouri-usa_47999&residence=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence2=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence3=1917_lucas-iowa-usa_1825&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Leona+May_Ballew+&treePerson=6340861_2014978709
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Cleo_Young&birth=1900_missouri-usa_28&death=1928_kirksville-adair-missouri-usa_48003&child=Cleo+%22Lucille%22_Young..Bourdeaux&child2=Nelda+%22Louise%22_Young..Leckner&father=Richard_Young?&gender=m&marriage=1923-1-19_brashear-adair-missouri-usa_47999&residence=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence2=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence3=1917_lucas-iowa-usa_1825&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Leona+May_Ballew+&treePerson=6340861_2014978709
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Cleo_Young&birth=1900_missouri-usa_28&death=1928_kirksville-adair-missouri-usa_48003&child=Cleo+%22Lucille%22_Young..Bourdeaux&child2=Nelda+%22Louise%22_Young..Leckner&father=Richard_Young?&gender=m&marriage=1923-1-19_brashear-adair-missouri-usa_47999&residence=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence2=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence3=1917_lucas-iowa-usa_1825&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Leona+May_Ballew+&treePerson=6340861_2014978709
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Cleo_Young&birth=1900_missouri-usa_28&death=1928_kirksville-adair-missouri-usa_48003&child=Cleo+%22Lucille%22_Young..Bourdeaux&child2=Nelda+%22Louise%22_Young..Leckner&father=Richard_Young?&gender=m&marriage=1923-1-19_brashear-adair-missouri-usa_47999&residence=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence2=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence3=1917_lucas-iowa-usa_1825&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Leona+May_Ballew+&treePerson=6340861_2014978709
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Cleo_Young&birth=1900_missouri-usa_28&death=1928_kirksville-adair-missouri-usa_48003&child=Cleo+%22Lucille%22_Young..Bourdeaux&child2=Nelda+%22Louise%22_Young..Leckner&father=Richard_Young?&gender=m&marriage=1923-1-19_brashear-adair-missouri-usa_47999&residence=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence2=1915_chariton-lucas-iowa-usa_42368&residence3=1917_lucas-iowa-usa_1825&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&spouse=Leona+May_Ballew+&treePerson=6340861_2014978709
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https://obituaries.startribune.com/obituary/nelda-leckner-1090211421/?proxy=original 
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https://www.gearty-delmore.com/obituaries/Nelda-Leckner 
 
 

Marriage to Jack Orville Brinegard 25 Jan 1929 
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Clarence MO 
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Novinger MO 

 
 
 

 

 Lancaster MO 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60382/records/963997 

 
Marriage to Roy William Grear 18 Jan 1932 

 
 

 

 Lancaster MO 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c15865-

0212?pId=504456944 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
La Plata MO 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c15865-0212?pId=504456944
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c15865-0212?pId=504456944
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“La Plata (MO) Home Press” 18 Feb 1932 p 2 

 



78 
 

 

 
 



79 
 

 

 
Death of Leona’s mother 
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Marriage to James Curtis Lindsey  
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Edina MO 
 

 

 Lancaster MO 
 

Marriage to Harris Pearson 1949 
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 Minneapolis MN 
 

https://moms.mn.gov/Search?S=1  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/971457087/ 

 Lancaster MO 
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Father 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/436097/person/-1359828032/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/436097/person/-1359828032/facts
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La Plata MO 

 

 
Stockton CA 

 

 

 Kirksville MO 
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Mother 
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 Macon MO 
 

 

 La Plata MO 
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Siblings 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1171/records/610401965 
Sister Claudia May Grear Gasaway (1893-1978)  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/86317193/person/432160158028/facts 
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Both claimed to be age 16 in the 1910 census, conducted 21/22 Apr 1910 - 

 Kirksville MO 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sister Etta Alice Grear Fulmer (1896-1978) 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c15863-
0535?pId=505403057 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c15863-0535?pId=505403057
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c15863-0535?pId=505403057
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La Plata MO 
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 La Plata MO 
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Brother Ora Edward Grear (1898-1955) 

 

 
La Plata MO 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c15864-
0441?pId=505405224  

 



94 
 

 

 
La Plata MO 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61832/records/270191679 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/17357690?tid=86317193&pid=4321

63898958&queryId=f0a56cf4-3bc4-4805-aec9-
d022752a35fe&_phsrc=iKj8045&_phstart=successSource 
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La Plata MO 

 



98 
 

 

 

 Muskegon MI 
 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/86317193/person/432159983021/facts 

Sister Ines Martha Grear Mott (1905-1968) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/11 
71/images/vrmmo1833_c15864-0663?pId=505406101 

 

 
Kirksville MO 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/11
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Stockton CA 

 
 

 
 



101 
 

 

 
Brother Wilsey Lee Grear (1906-1954) – Macon MO 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/86317193/person/432159983022/media/c1762cea-a0bd-4278-a62a-707a76af5619 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1954_00036355-
01304?pId=1693497 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/86317193/person/432159983022/media/c1762cea-a0bd-4278-a62a-707a76af5619
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/86317193/person/432159983022/media/c1762cea-a0bd-4278-a62a-707a76af5619
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c15864-

0878?pId=5406954 
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 La Plata MO 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61458/images/100843163_00088?pId=90002
8275 

Sister Goldie Lucille Grear Spear (1912-2003) 
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 Riverbank CA 
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 Kirksville MO 
 

Brother Leland Kenneth Grear (1917-1917) 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Roy William Grear 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 249,974 
Entered service from: Elmer, Macon MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Roy W. Grear 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Mrs. Mollie Grear, Elmer MO 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb/Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Roy W. Grear 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  wife Mrs. Nellie Grear, Elmer MO (pvt, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Roy W. Grear - b. 17 Mar 1895 Kenwood MO; res: La Plata, 
Macon MO. Wife, married. Laborer, AT&S Fe Railway Co., La Plata MO. [Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe Railway].  Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Roy William Grear - b. 17 Mar 1895 Kenwood MO; res: 
4115 N. Brown St., La Plata, Macon MO. NOK Mrs. Martha M. Grear, same address. [mother] 
Employment left blank. Height 5’9 ½” – 165 lbs. [He registered 21 Jun 1943; was supposed to have 
registered in April 1942] 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 24 Nov 1917 
Discharged 1 Apr 1919 
Address:  La Plata MO 
Rank/unit: cook, 158th Aero Squadron 
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Birth & death: 
Born: 17 Mar 1895 Kenwood, Knox MO 
Died: 2 Nov 1946 Excelsior Springs, Clay MO (Veterans Administration Hospital, of tuberculosis)  
Find A Grave record: 65847592, presence on Tuscania noted in flower  
Burial location: La Plata, Macon Co. MO 
Cemetery: La Plata 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Missouri / Cook 158 Aero Sq WWI 
 
Father:  Edward Grear, 1 Jul 1870 Kenwood, Knox MO [also found as Durham, Lewis MO and in 1874 
according to CA Death Index] – 6 Jan 1949 Stockton, San Joaquin CA.  
Son of John W. Grear & Almira Wakefield. 
Buried in La Plata Cemetery, La Plata, Macon MO. 
Find A Grave: 65846944 
 
Mother:  Martha Maria Pruett Grear, 29 Sep 1875 Lewistown, Lewis MO – 14 May 1948 Kirksville, 
Adair MO.  
Daughter of Charles William Pruett & Nancy M. Crandall.   
Her maiden surname is spelled Pruet in her obituary & is also found as Pruit. 
Died at the Community Nursing Home in Kirksville MO of toxemia & intestinal obstruction at age 72.  
Find A Grave: 65847541 
Parents’ marriage: 16 Dec 1891 [1892 in Martha’s obituary] Gorin, Scotland Co. MO 
 
Spouse:  Nellie Viola Conley Grear Plemmons, 14 Feb 1899 Elmer, Macon MO – 27 Jan 1991 La 
Plata, Macon MO.  
Daughter of Charles Chester Conley (1870-1949, F: 20121615) & Ola B. Jackson (1876-1956, F: 
20121619). 
After divorcing Roy, Nellie married John Clyde Plemmons (1888-1956) on 25 May 1928 in 
Galesburg, Knox IL.  John Clyde Plemmons (2 Apr 1888 Macon Co. MO – 10 Sep 1956 La Plata, 
Macon MO, F: 12805007) was the son of Benjamin Franklin (Frank) Plemmons & Ida Belle Mason. 
He was a WWI veteran, serving 27 months overseas. 
Obituary on Find A Grave: died in the La Plata Nursing Home on 27 Jan 1991 where she had resided 
since Nov 1986. Born near Elmer MO, the daughter of Charles C. Conley & Ola B. Jackson Conley. 
Survived by nieces & nephews. Had lived in Rock Island IL for 25 years, moving to La Plata MO in 
1953.  
Buried in La Plata Cemetery, La Plata, Macon MO. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 12805011 
Marriage: 16 May 1916 Elmer, Macon MO. Roy W. Grear of La Plata, Macon MO, over age 21 & Nellie 
Conley, La Plata, Macon MO, over age 18, obtained licensed 15 May 1916 in Adair Co. MO & 
married 16 May 1916 in Elmer, Macon MO by justice of the peace J.C. Patterson.  
Divorce: “La Plata (MO) Home Press” 15 Mar 1928 p 1 – Nellie Grear vs. Roy Grear, divorce. 
Attorney for the plaintiff: R.R. Williams.  
 
Spouse: Leona May Ballew Young Brinegar Grear Lindsey Pearson, 28 Dec 1901 Fabius, Davis IA - 7 
Jan 1980 Hennepin Co. MN (in Ambassador Nursing Home).  
Daughter of James Lafayette Ballew (1850-1916, F: 91743857) & Alma A. Sparks (1863-1935, F: 
91744278). In the 1920 census, misindexed as Ballen, the Ballew family lived in Fabius, Davis IA. 
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Leona May Ballew married Cleo Young on 19 Jan 1923 in Brashear, Adair MO. Both were residents 
of Kirksville MO; both were over 21. The officiant was pastor J.H. Lane of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Although Cleo is found in online genealogies as dying in 1928 or by 1928, he is found 
mentioned in newspaper articles after that time, due to his conflicts with law enforcement. Some 
records indicate he was born in Iowa, but others indicate Missouri. He & his 2 brothers were 
arrested in Kirksville, Adair MO over several years;  Clay was also arrested in KS & extradited to MO. 
Cleo’s was released from jail in Jul 1932 in MO on condition that he leave the state of MO.  
 
Some of Cleo’s arrests – arrested for gambling in Colby KS Jun 1931 – sentenced to 1 year in jail on 
Sep 1931 – paroled Nov 1931 if he leaves the state of MO – rearrested Apr 1932 as was seen in MO – 
Jul 1932, released on condition that he leave the state of MO. His trail then goes cold. 
 
Leona divorced Cleo Young on 16 Nov 1928 in circuit court in Kirksville, Adair MO. She stated they 
had separated on 15 Aug 1928.  
 
Their two daughters: 
Cleo Lucille Young Bordeaux, Sep 1923 Kirksville, Adair MO – 16 Sep 1946 Minneapolis, Hennepin 
MN. – Known as Lucille. - Married Raymond Oliver Bordeaux (1921-1986, F: 127545165) on 1 Aug 
1942 in Hennepin Co. MN, in a double wedding with her sister Louise. – Buried in Hillside 
Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F: 200382269 
Nelda Louise Young Leckner, 22 Aug 1924 Kirksville, Adair MO – 23 May 2017 Brooklyn Park, 
Hennepin MN. – Known as Louise. - Married Marvin John C. Lecker (b. 1924) on 1 Aug 1942 in 
Hennepin County, MN in a double wedding with her sister Lucille. He is listed as her surviving 
husband of 75 years in her obituary. – Buried in Hillside Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F: 
179753457 
 
Marriage to Jack Orville Brinegar (whose name is found altered to Jack O’Brinegar): “Clarence (MO) 
Independent-Courier” 30 Jan 1929 p 1 – popular widower Jack O’Brinegar married popular widow 
Mrs. Leona M. Young on Saturday evening [26 Jan 1929] at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Dick Timbrook by 
Rev. L.C. Maggart in Macon Co. MO. The MO marriage record lists the date as 2 Feb 1919.  
 
In the 1930 census for Kirksville, Adair MO, Jack Brinegar (34 MO, parents b. MO, shoe worker in 
factory, 1st married at age 20) & Leona Brinegar (28 IA, father b. MO, mother b. OH, 1st married at 
age 21) reside with son Billy Brinegar (13 MO) & Jack’s stepdaughters: Lucille Young (6 MO) & 
Louise (5 MO).  The Young girls list their father as born in MO & their mother in IA. 
 
Jack Orville Brinegar (18 Apr 1895 Bagnell, Miller MO – 12 Sep 1937 Kirksville, Adair MO), was the 
son of Robert Lee Brinegard (1866-1938) & Lolitha (Tabitha) A. Conner. He had married on 23 Dec 
1915 in Cole Co. MO to Alma Carrico (1897-1920). He is buried in Maple Hills Cemetery, Kirksville, 
Adair MO, F: 44077537. Only Jack’s 1st wife Alma is mentioned in his obituary. His MO death record 
indicates he was age 42 at the time of his death, and was a widower. 
 
Leona had divorced Jack in Jan 1931 and reverted to her “maiden name” (not accurate) of Young. 
 
In 1931 & in 1934, Leona Young was arrested in Kirksville, Adair MO for bootlegging. 
 
Leona Young married Roy William Grear on 18 Jan 1932 & separated 3 weeks later. 
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Her next husband is James Curtis Lindsey. He was born 21 Jun 1897 Hedge City, Knox MO & died 24 
May 1976 in Kirksville, Adair MO. James was the son of Aaron Purdom Lindsey (1863-1944) & Minnie 
Lorena Nichols (1869-1952). It is believed that James and Leona married in late 1937 or early 1938. 
 
James Lindsey is buried in Harmony Cemetery, Bee Ridge township, Knox MO, F: 54309473. 
 
In the 1938 Minneapolis MN city directory, James C. Lindsey, “mech,” lived with Leona M. Lindsey 
at 723 – 14th Ave. N.  
 
In the 1940 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN city directory, Leona Lindsey, 39 IA, married, lived on 17th 
Ave. N. with daughters Lucille Young (16 MO) & Louise Young (15 MO). No one had an occupation.  
 
Married Harris Arthur Pearson (1901 WI – 1965 WI), F: 103634840) on 8 Jan 1949 in Hennepin Co. 
MN.  Although Leona was alive at the time of Harris’s death, she is not listed in his obituary as a 
surviving widow.  
 
In the 1950 census for Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, Harris Pearson (48 WI, bottler, bottling works) 
lived with wife Leona Pearson (48 IA, party plan sales, direct selling brushes). This census was 
conducted 21 Apr 1950. 
 
Buried in Hillside Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN as Leona May Pearson. 
Spouse Find A Grave:200373069 
Marriage: 18 Jan 1932 – Mrs. Leona Young of Kirksville. Lived together 3 weeks; separated 9 Feb 
1932. “La Plata (MO) Home Press” 18 Feb 1932 p 2 (copied above) – married 18 Jan 1932 in 
Kirksville, Adair MO by minister of the Gospel Fred L. Hudson. Roy W. Grear of La Plata MO was 
over 21 years old, Mrs. Leona Young of Kirksville MO was also over 21 –  
Mrs. Leona Grear sued for divorce on the grounds of “general indignities.” 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Roy was the 2nd of 8 children. There were 4 boys & 4 girls. 
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LTFL-WCT/roy-william-grear-1895-1946 

• Claudia May Grear Gasaway, 28 Oct 1893 Baring [or La Plata], Macon MO – 12 Jul 1978 
North Muskegon, Muskegon MI. - Wife of William Henry Clifton Gasaway (1893-1954, F: 
67337875), whom she married 18 Dec 1910 in La Plata, Macon MO. She was underage & 
required her father’s permission. Earlier that year, in Apr 1910, when Henry was boarding 
with her family in Harrison, Scotland MO, both Henry & Claudia are reported being 16 years 
old. On his marriage record, Henry claims to be age 21. - Resident of Joliet IL in May 1948 & 
Chillicothe IL in Nov 1954. - Buried in La Plata Cemetery, La Plata, Macon MO. F; 67337803 

• Etta Alice Grear Fulmer, 21 Aug 1896 Hurdland, Knox MO [or Kenwood, Knox MO] – 12 Aug 
1978 Hobbs, Lee NM. - Wife of Roscoe Lewis Fulmer (1891-1941, F: 66853230) whom she 
married on 4 Aug 1918. - Resident of La Plata MO in May 1948 & Nov 1954. - Buried in La 
Plata Cemetery, La Plata, Macon MO. F: 67188617 

• Ora Edward Grear, 10 Feb 1898 Hurdland, Knox MO [or Kenwood, Knox MO] – 21 Jul 1955 La 
Plata, Macon MO. - SSN 709-16-0636. - Resident of La Plata MO in May 1948 & Nov 1954. – 
Husband of Juanita Faye Hood, whom he married in 1921. - Served in WWI & WWII, earning 
the Purple Heart. Veteran tombstone: PFC Co. C, 139 Infantry. MO death record: was found 
dead in a bathroom at the Cottage Hotel, La Plata, Macon MO. Ruled death of natural but 
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undetermined causes. – Married on 24 Jun 1921 to Juanita Faye Hood in Adair Co. MO. She 
was the daughter of Rolla Stillman Hood & Julia Margaret Cole. Her father Rolla had to give 
permission for the marriage as she was underage. – Juanita filed a divorce petition on 11 
Feb 1942 & they divorce4d 23 Mar 1942 in Cheyenne, Laramie WI; she claimed “intolerable 
indignities.” - Juanita, born 17 Jan 1905 Gifford, Macon MO, died as Juanita Fox on 7 Oct 
1996 New Canton, Macon MO. She was married to Olen Allen Fox (1900-1967, F: 34227944) 
& is buried in New Cambria Cemetery, New Cambria, Macon MO, F: 90049060. – Ora is 
buried in La Plata Cemetery, La Plata, Macon F: 55160763 

• Ines Martha Grear Mott, 21 Feb 1905 Hurdland, Knox MO – 15 Oct 1968 Riverbank, 
Stanislaus CA. - SSN 573-26-6146. - Name sometimes found as Inez. - Wife of G.D. 
(Gran/Grann Denzil) Mott, whom she married 24 Apr 1924 in Kirksville, Adair MO. - Grann 
Denzil Mott (24 Apr 1903 MO – 8 Jul 1978 Stanislaus Co. CA, SSN 709-16-0657, F: 
280999999956023).  - “La Plata (MO) Home Press” Thursday, 1 May 1924 p 1 – Denziel Mott 
of Ethel MO & Inez Martha Grear, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ed Grear of La Plata MO, were 
married in Kirksville MO last Thursday [i.e. 24 Apr 1924] by Baptist Church pastor C.F. 
Acree. Inez was accompanied to Kirksville by her mother Mrs. Martha Grear, Mrs. Roscoe 
Fulmer [her sister Etta] & Mrs. Nettie Grear [was this Roy’s wife Nellie?] The couple will live 
in Ethel MO. - Mrs. Denzil Mott lived in Stockton CA in May 1948 & as Mrs. Inez Mott in 
Stockton CA in Nov 1954.–  CA Death Index lists her name as Ines M. Mott. – Buried in 
Lakewood Memorial Park, Hughson, Stanislaus CA, F: 280955974.  

• Wilsey Lee Grear, 19 Dec 1906 La Plata, Macon MO – Nov 1954 Kirksville, Adair MO. - SSN 
510-01-0354. - Middle name is Leo on his MO death certificate. - Resident of La Plata MO in 
Nov 1946 & May 1948.- Husband of Hazel Marie Mercer (1907-2005, F: 65847117) whom he 
married on 18 Jun 1927 in Kirksville, Adair MO. Wilsey & Hazel had 3 children.  - Obituary on 
Find A Grave: lifelong resident of La Plata, died at a Kirksville hospital after a 10-month 
illness at age 47. Graduated from La Plata High School in 1925. – MO death record lists 
cause of death as acute myocardial failure, asthma, tuberculosis & emphysema. Had 
served in the National Guard. - Buried in La Plata Cemetery, La Plata, Macon MO. F: 
65847966 

• Goldie Lucille Grear Speer, 19 Aug 1912 La Plata, Macon MO – 6 Dec 2003 Modesto, 
Stanislaus CA. - Wife of Vincent Whitney Speer (1913-1977, F: 194829783), whom she 
married 29 Aug 1941 in Kodiak AK. - Resident of Fairbanks AK in Nov 1946. Resident of 
Anchorage AK in May 1948 & Nov 1954. - Employment: “La Plata (MO) Home Press” 17 Jun 
1943 p 1 – Mrs. V.W. Speer was living in Anchorage AK with her husband & had accepted a 
position in the post office. A later newspaper notice reports the couple moved to 
Minneapolis MN in May 1944.  - Obituary: “Riverbank (CA) News” 10 Dec 2003 p 2 – G. 
Lucille Grear Speer, age 91 of Modesto CA, d. 6 Dec 2003 in Modesto CA. Born MO. Lived in 
Modesto 24 years. Survived by nieces & nephews. Preceded in death by her husband of 36 
years, Vincent Speer. Graveside services held at Lakewood Memorial Park, Hughson, 
Stanislaus CA. Her Find A Grave record reads: Lucille (“Goldie”) Grear Speer. - Buried in 
Lakewood Memorial Park, Hughson, Stanislaus CA. F: 194829735 

• Leland Kenneth Grear, b. & d. 5 Sep 1917.  His tombstone is inscribed “infant.” - Buried in 
La Plata Cemetery, La Plata, Macon MO. F: 55160691 

 
Pre-war: 
 



112 
 

 

“La Plata (MO) Republican” Friday, 21 May 1915 p 5 – Chrystal Sparks & Roy Grear went to 
Marceline on Saturday to work on the pipe line. A new 4-mile spur is being put in. Main work on the 
3-mile spur was completed last Friday. 
 
“La Plata (MO) Home Press” 9 Aug 1917 p 1 -    
 
Wartime: 
 
“St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – the War Department on 10 Feb 1918 released 
additional names of survivors, among them Roy W. Green of Elmer MO 
 
Post-war: 
 
“La Plata (MO) Home Press” Thursday, 18 Sep 1919 p 4 – Roy Grear & wife returned to Streeter IL 
Sunday evening after visiting here with his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Ed Grear. 
 
“La Plata (MO) Home Press” 15 Nov 1923 p 6 – Mr. & Mrs. Roy Grear of Macon MO came Monday to 
visit her parents, Mr. & Mrs. C.C. Conley. 
 
“Macon (MO) Republican” 30 Mar 1928 p 1 – Roy Grear, section boss on the Santa Fe Railroad, was 
awarded $8,000 in damages for personal injuries by a jury in La Plata circuit court on Wednesday 
night [28 Mar 1928]. “The road will appeal.” 
 
“La Plata (MO) Home Press” 16 Jun 1932 p 4 – American Legion Post 282 at its regular meeting 14 
Jun 1932 voted to publish the entire article that appeared in the “La Plata Home Press” on 2 Jun 
1932 discussing how a La Plata veteran, a prominent businessman, had taken only his regular 
service pay & no bonuses & asked his to be given to veterans who need it. A list of veterans who 
signed a petition asking “Who is he?” is headed by Roy W. Grear. [The original article appeared in 
the newspaper on 2 Jun 1932 p 1 headed “A La Plata Soldier Refused”] 
 
“La Plata (MO) Home Press” 22 Jul 1943 p 1 – Charles E. Tyhurst was found electrocuted in the flue 
room of the furnace room at La Plata Public School, where he had gone for maintenance. Roy Grear 
was 1 of 2 men who worked in the crowded flue room to remove the body through a small door after 
Tyhurst was located dead. 
 
“La Plata (MO) Home Press” Thursday, 5 Apr 1945 p 2 – Roy Grear left Sunday night at midnight to 
enter the Veterans Hospital in Des Moines IA. He will be sent elsewhere from there. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Macon [MO] Chronicle-Herald" 5 Nov 1946 p 1 (copied above) - Roy William Grear, age 51, of La 
Plata MO, story from "Kirksville Express" - b. Kenwood MO 17 Mar 1895, son of Mr. & Mrs. Edward 
Grear. When Roy was about 10 years old, he moved with his parents to La Plata, where he has lived 
most of his life. WWI veteran. Survived by his parents & 6 siblings, with 1 brother preceding him in 
death.   
 
Social Security Number: 498-10-9469 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 
 
1910 Harrison, Scotland MO – conducted 21/22 Apr 1900 
Edward Grear, 39 MO, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 18 years, foreman, railroad gang 
Martha, 34 MO, parents b. MO, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Claudia, 16 MO 
Ray, 15 MO, laborer, odd jobs 
Etta, 13 MO 
Ora, 12 MO 
Inez, 5 MO 
Wilsey, 3 MO 
& boarder James W. Mitsap, 37 MO, parents b. IN, assistant foreman, railroad 
& boarder William Gasaway, 16 MO, father b. KY, mother b. IN, time keeper, railroad 
Note: William Gasaway marries Claudia Grear in Dec 1910] 
 
1920 
 
1930 La Plata, Macon MO – conducted 2 Apr 1930 
Edward Grear, 59 MO, parents b. OH, age 21 at 1st marriage, section foreman, ATSF Rail Road 
[Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe] 
Martha M., 54 MO, parents b. MO, age 16 at 1st marriage 
Roy W., 35 MO, widowed, age 21 at 1st marriage, no occupation listed, WWI veteran 
Lucille, 17 MO, single 
 
1940 Summit township, Callaway, Cedar MO – Tebbetts Sawmill, Missouri State Penal Camp No. 2 
[serving 2-year sentence for forgery] – line 29 
Roy W. Grear, 45 MO, divorced, former residence of La Plata MO, 8th-grade education, inmate. 
Prisoner #53200 (or 52200). In 1935 lived in rural Dallas Co. MO 
 
1950 dead 
 
 


