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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Grahamer, Edward Carl 

1894/1895 PA – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 

 
Edward Carl Grahamer – “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Find A Grave 168983145 

 
“Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 5 Feb 2018 p A6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018228-
00224?pId=930059 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018228-00224?pId=930059
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018228-00224?pId=930059
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003235_0854-
02950?pId=1746296 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003235_0854-

02952?pId=1746298 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92M-

Y?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A78LJ-
K5PZ&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en 

 
 

 

 
1917 Scranton PA city directory - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/2981491?usePUB=true&usePU
BJs=true&pId=188926976 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003235_0854-02952?pId=1746298
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003235_0854-02952?pId=1746298
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/2981491?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=188926976
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/2981491?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=188926976
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WWI draft registration – 5 Jun 1917 – recorded & signed as GRAYHAMER 

 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – the Tuscania sunk on 5 Feb 1918 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X3SQ-
6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPVG-4DX6 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X3SQ-6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPVG-4DX6
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X3SQ-6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPVG-4DX6
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“Scranton (PA) Tribune” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” Wednesday 27 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Scranton (PA) Tribune” 1 Apr 1918 p 2 
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“Scranton (PA) Tribune” 30 Aug 1920 p 5 
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“Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 10 Nov 1979 p 8 
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100 years later – “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 5 Feb 2018 p A1 & A6 – memories of Edward’s 

sister Josephine Grahamer/Grahammer Johnson 
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Father 
 
 

 
Obituary of his father George Grahamer – “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” Friday 29 Feb 1952 p 2 
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/275773262/george-grahamer#view-photo=305956931 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/275773262/george-grahamer#view-photo=305956931
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Mother 
 

 
Obituary of mother Helen Craig/Craeg/Krieg Grahamer – “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 20 Jun 

1945 p 4 
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/275773262/george-grahamer#view-photo=305957394 
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Siblings 
 
 

 
Brother George Grahamer (1893-1969) 
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Obituary of his sister Amelia Mollie Grahamer Henshaw (1896-1993) – “Scranton (PA) Tribune” 20 

Apr 1993 p 7 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61381/records/1353667952 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61381/records/1353667952
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Obituary of sister Josephine A. Grahamer Johnson (1901-1972) – “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 28 

Nov 1972 p 7  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5164/records/147058507 
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Obituary of brother George Grahamer – “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 22 Sep 1969 p 20 

 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

Name: Edward Carl Grahamer 
Name variations: His surname is spelled/signed GRAYHAMER on his WWI draft card signature  
Military: - also Grahammer 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron, Signal Corps - private 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial number until after the sinking of the 
Tuscania showed their value 
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Entered service from:  Scranton, Lackawanna PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Edward C. Grahamer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father George Grahamer, 1045 N. Irving Ave., Scranton PA 
1st buried on the isle of Island, Scotland: buried in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland - grave 29, as 
Edward C. Grahamer 
Body returned from war on: from Port Charlotte, Islay, on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 Aug 
1920 
Body listed as: Edward C. Grahamer 
Rank:  pvt, 158th Aero Sq 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Edward Carl Grayhamer - b. 21 Nov 1895 Scranton PA; res: 
1045 N. Irving, Scranton PA. Single. Boilermaker, Erie Railroad, Dunman (PA) Shops. Medium 
height, slender build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed 
Born 19 Nov 1895 
Died 7 Feb 1918 
Address:  1045 N. Irving St., Scranton PA 
Rank/unit: 158th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 21 Nov 1894 Scranton, Lackawanna PA (WWI draft card: 21 Nov 1895) (Veterans 
Administration Military Index as Grahamer: 19 Nov 1895 VAMI, as Grahamer)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 168983145, presence on Tuscania noted in text   
Burial location: Scranton, Lackawanna PA 
Cemetery:  St. Mary’s 
Tombstone: reads Grahamer 
 
Father:  George Grahamer, Mar 1865 Baden-Baden, Germany (1900 census for date, obituary for 
location) - 28 Feb 1952 Scranton, Lackawanna PA (at home).  
According to his Find A Grave record, which had an 1860 birth year and a 1948 death year, his 
parents were Martin & Christina. 
His obituary from the “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 29 Feb 1952 p 2 is copied above. Lived in 
Scranton PA over 60 years. Prior to retirement 20 years earlier, he was employed as a machinist by 
the Scranton Stove Works. Survived by 2 daughters & 1 son. Interment in St. Mary’s #5 Cemetery, 
Scranton, Lackawanna PA (where son Edward is buried).  
Buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Scranton, Lackawanna PA. 
Find A Grave:  285883272 
 
Mother:  Helen/Lena Craig/Craeg/Krieg Grahamer, Nov 1866 [1870 on Find A Grave] Baden-Baden, 
Germany [1900 census for date & obituary for place] – 19 Jun 1945 Scranton, Lackawanna PA.  
She is the first Gold Star Mother of Scranton PA.  
In the 1930 census Lena (63) & George (65), both born Germany, reside at 1045 Irving Ave. in 
Scranton PA.  
Her obituary from the “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 20 Jun 1945 p 4 is copied above. She died at 
age 78 in the family home at 1045 N. Irving Ave. Born in Germany, a resident of Scranton for the 
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past 60 years. Survived by 2 daughters & 1 son. “She was this city’s first Gold Star mother of World 
War I.”  
Interment in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Scranton, Lackawanna PA (with her husband George & her son 
Edward).  Listed with maiden name of Kraig. 
Buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Scranton, Lackawanna PA. 
Find A Grave:  275772994 
Parents’ marriage:   1892 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Edward was the 2nd of 4 children. 

• George Grahamer, 22 Jun 1893 Scranton, Lackawanna PA – 22 Sep 1969 Wilkes-Barre, 
Luzerne PA (Veterans Administration Hospital). - SSN 196-01-1760. - Husband of Rhoda 
Isabelle Beebe (1895-1976, F: 233323976) whom he married in 1910 in Lackawanna Co. PA. 
- Served in the Army in WWI but not overseas. Had enlisted pre-war in Scranton PA on 19 
Jun 1916 & was discharged 31 Aug 1917 due to dependent relatives.  - Obituary from 
“Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 22 Sep 1969 p 20 copied above. - Buried in Fairview 
Memorial Park, Elmhurst township, Lackawanna PA. F: 233324304 

• Amelia Mollie Grahamer Henshaw, 8 Jul 1896 Scranton, Lackawanna PA – 16 Apr 1993 
Elmhurst township, Lackawanna PA (in St. Mary’s Villa). - Married at age 23 to John M. 
Henshaw (1898-1938, F: 180127273) on 22 Aug 1919 in Luzerne Co. PA.  - Buried in St. 
Catherine’s Cemetery, Moscow, Lackawanna PA. Find A Grave record lists her as Mollie 
Greyhammer Henshaw. F: 42723760 

• Josephine A. Grahamer Johnson, 19 Nov 1901 Scranton, Lackawanna PA – 28 Nov 1972 
Scranton, Lackawanna PA. - SSN 146-20-6999. - Wife of Theodore C. Johnson (1902-1985, 
son of Edward Johnson & Katherine Brown), who was buried in Fairview Memorial Park, 
Elmhurst township, Lackawanna PA.  - In the 1920 census, 19-year-old Josephine 
Grahmanney lives with her parents George (54) & Lena (53) in Scranton PA. - In the 1930 
census 29-year-old Josephine Johnson lives with her husband Theodore (28) & son 
Theodore (3) in Scranton PA. - Obituary from “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 28 Nov 1972 p 
7 copied above. - Was resident of 517 Wheeler Ave., Scranton PA at the time of her death in 
Community Medical Center. Survived by son Theodore Johnson in NJ. - Presumably buried 
in Fairview Memorial Park, Elmhurst, Lackawanna PA but not on Find A Grave as of 10 Dec 
2020. 

 
 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Body on the isle of Islay, Scotland, identified by fingerprints. 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” 31 Mar 1918 p 8 – the War Department announced it has identified 25 
casualties. Among them is Edward C. Grahamer, died on the Tuscania.   
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Post-war: "Scranton [PA] Republic" 30 Aug 1920 p 5 - funeral of Edward Grahamer held 28 Aug 1920 
in South Scranton. Son of Mr. & Mrs. George Grahamer, 1045 N. Irving Ave, Scranton. Included 
band, military escort, a funeral Mass & the playing of "Taps." 
 
100th anniversary article: "Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune" 5 Feb 2018 p. A1 & A6, photo of 
tombstone, photo of Grahamer - little is known about his early life. Born in Scranton PA 21 Nov 
1894, son of George & Helen Krieg Grahamer, German immigrants who married in Lackawanna Co. 
in 1892. Edward resided in the 1000 block of N. Irving Ave. The spelling of his surname is unsettled. 
His parents married using Grahamer, the name used by interviewee Ted Johnson's grandmother. 
He signed his draft card Grayhamer. Edward trained at Kelly Field, San Antonio TX. On 26 Feb 1918 
it was confirmed he was dead. His great-great nephew Ted Johnson is a district court magistrate in 
MI. Edward's funeral on 29 Aug 1920 led from his home to the Catholic Church. He was from the 
Hill Section of Scranton PA.  
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Scranton, Lackawanna PA – 1361 Wyoming Ave. – conducted 7 Jun 1900 
George GRAHAMMER, 35 Germany, Mar 1865, emigrated in 1890, in US for 10 years, naturalized, 
married 8 years, carpenter 
Lena, 33 Germany, Nov 1866, emigrated 1888, in US for 12 years, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are 
living 
George, 6 PA, Jun 1893, at school 
Edward, 5 PA, Mar 1894 
Amelia, 3 PA, Jul 1896 
 
1910 Scranton, Lackawanna PA – Richter Ave. – conducted 27 Apr 1910 
Edward GRAHAMMER, 45 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 18 years, 
emigrated 1889, naturalized, carpenter, house 
Lena, 48 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1889, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
George, 16 PA, laborer, silk mill 
Edward, 15 PA, baker, bakery 
Molly, 13 PA 
Josephine, 9 PA 
 


