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TUSCANIA  

 

Gonzales, Pablo 
1892 TX – 1960 TX 

       

 
TX death certificate - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22234497?tid=&pid=&queryId=9f0eb
44b-b0db-45e5-abc9-3700beaa19c8&_phsrc=iKj6186&_phstart=successSource 
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Veteran headstone application - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/667181 
 

 
Veteran Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-
X15B?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPT9-
ZQDQ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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TX, WWI military record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-ZSTS-
X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
JHND&action=view&cc=2202707&lang=en&groupId= 
 
 
Do the following book excerpts quote the CORRECT Pablo Gonzales? 
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Comments on short French people – page 94 

 

 
Birthday on page 101 
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From page 104 
 

Excerpts from “To the Line of Fire! Mexican Texans and World War I” by José A. Ramírez   
https://books.google.com/books?id=G5ts6X8uw8AC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_book_oth

er_versions_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=G5ts6X8uw8AC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_book_other_versions_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=G5ts6X8uw8AC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_book_other_versions_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Brownsville TX 

 

 

 
 

Ship roster on the S.S. “Toloa” 1 Jul 1919 to 11 Jul 1919, from Brest, France, to NYC - 
https://www.fold3.com/image/604491761?rec=628150304 

 

 
In the column “Browsing Down Memory Lane” with news of 15 years ago (that is, 1960) is the death 
of 67-year-old Pablo Gonzales (making his birth ca. 1893), meaning he died in late Sep 1960 or early 

https://www.fold3.com/image/604491761?rec=628150304
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Oct 1960, which all fits – labor boss for Travis Hair – Tulia (TX) Herald” Thursday, 9 Oct 1975 p 20 - 
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth506455/hits/?q=pablo 

News items: “Lubbock (TX) Morning News” 18 Aug 1952 p 8 – when his daughter is born 17 Aug 
1952, Travis Hair is noted as a gin operator. In “Lubbock Avalanche-Journal” of 17 Sep 1971 p 2, 
concerning his grandson Paul Hair’s murder in Alaska, Travis Hair is mentioned as a former Tulia 

resident, owner of Hair Gin Co. in Tulia TX, who moved to Anchorage, Alaska, in 1965. 
 

 
 
Life 
 

 
 

 Houston TX 
 
 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Pablo Gonzales 
Name variations:  Paul Gonzoles – Gonzalez - Gonzalas 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth506455/hits/?q=pablo
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Serial number: 251,629 
Entered service from: Eldridge, Colorado Co. TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Pablo Gonzales 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Ontonio Gonzales, Eldridge TX 
Returned from war on: "Toloa" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Paul GONZOLES 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Mrs. Lula Martines, Bruage TX (PFC, 225th Co., Military 
Police Corps)  

https://www.fold3.com/sub-image/628150304/gonzoles-paul-us-army-wwi-transport-service-
passenger-lists-1918-1919 
 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Pablo GONZALAS - b. 1892 Cuero TX; res: Egypt, Wharton 
TX. Single. Of Spanish American/Malayan descent. Farm laborer for Dr. Otto Rogers, Egypt TX. 
Medium height & build.  
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/16089704?tid=&pid=&queryId=7a7e
6013-af89-421e-bbf2-b480ced843f4&_phsrc=iKj6188&_phstart=successSource 
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Pablo Gonzales and alternative: Paulo Gonzales 
Enlisted 26 May 1917 [before national registration day] 
Discharged 23 Jul 1919 
Address: Wharton TX 
Rank/unit: private, Co. F, 125th Infantry, 32nd Division 
 
TX, WWI Military Record 
Pablo Gonzales, serial 251629, resident of Eagle Lake, Wharton TX. Inducted into Army at Wharton 
TX on 1 Nov 1917 at age 25 years. Born Yocum TX. In 36th Co. 16th Depot --; Co. F, 125th Inf. --; 
225th Co. MP Corps to discharge. [as on tombstone]. Slightly wounded 18 Oct 1918. Overseas 24 
Jan 1918 to 11 Jul 1919. Honorably discharged 23 Jul 1919. 0% disabled.   
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  11 Jul 1892 (dates vary – in TX Deaths: 12 Jul 1892 – in Veterans Administration Military Index: 
1 Jul 1892) Cuero TX or Yocum TX (TX military records: age 25 in Nov 1917) (celebrated a birthday in 
1918 "in the latter part of the war") – also 5 Jun 1892 as a handwritten note above the typed 11 Jul 
1892 on his veteran headstone application  
Died: 28 Sep 1960 Tulia, Swisher TX   
Find A Grave record: 21854723, presence on Tuscania noted in flower, asked contributor to add 
information to text but person declined   
Burial location: Tulia, Swisher TX 
Cemetery: Rose Hill 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Texas PFC 225 Mil Police Co WWI PH [Purple Heart]  
 
Father: Antonio Gonzales (on his TX birth certificate), born 
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Named as next-of-kin Ontonio Gonzales on the Tuscania passenger list, a resident of Eldridge, 
Colorado Co. TX 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Lolita Martinez Gonzales 
Named on Pablo’s TX death certificate. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Was married when he served in WWI as he wrote letters to his wife, as cited above in the 
book “To the Line of Fire! Mexican Texans and World War I” by José A. Ramírez.  IF (big IF) that is the 
correct Pablo Gonzales. 
But was single when he registered for the draft on 5 Jun 1917.  
If it is the Pablo Gonzales living in Wharton Co. TX in 1930, he claims to be divorced. 
His TX death certificate says he was married at the time of his death.  
Also buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Tulia, Swisher TX is “Mrs. Pablo Gonzales” – birth & death dates 
unknown – in the same section (lot 4, section A) as Pablo. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 21854732 (presumably) 
Marriage:  
 
Informant on his TX death certificate is Angelia Gonzalez – Wife? Sister? Daughter? Other relative? 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Mrs. Lula Gonzales Martines, of Bruage [sic] TX, listed as his NOK on his return voyage on 
the “Toloa” in 1919.  No city named Bruage was located on Google search.  

 
Notes: 
 
The search for information on Pablo Gonzales has been difficult to the variations in spelling of his 
first name – Pablo, Paulo, Paul – and his surname: Gonzales, Gonzales, Gonzoles. His name 
configuration is common in TX.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Austin-American” (Austin TX) 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the additional Tuscania survivors: Pablo 
Gonzales of Eldridge TX. 
 
See quotations above from “To The Line of Fire! Mexican Texans and World War I” by Jose A. 
Ramirez – if this is the correct Pablo Gonzales. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
TX death certificate: Pablo GONZALEZ, d. 28 Sep 1960 at his residence, 620 S. 87th Ave., Tulia, 
Swisher Co. TX at age 68. Born 12 Jul 1892 TX. Son of Antonio Gonzalez & Lolita Martinez. 
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Informant: Angelia Gonzalez. Farm laborer. Married. SSN 467-14-6265. WWI veteran. Died of a 
coronary occlusion; duration a few minutes. Burial in Rose Hill Cemetery, Tulia TX, 29 Sep 1960.  
 
His veteran tombstone application reports his tombstone should be sent to the applicant, John T. 
Lemmon, 528 N. Bowie, Tulia TX.  John Thomas Lemmon (20 Nov 1893 TX – 30 Nov 1973 Tulia, 
Swisher TX) lived at 528 N. Bowie, Tulia TX at the time of his death. He was a retired rancher. Also 
buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Tulia, Swisher TX. F: 24686436. He also served in WWI. As Pablo was 
a farm laborer, perhaps he had worked for John Lemmon? 
 
Social Security Number: 467-14-6265 
 
Censuses: 
 
In 1917 was a resident of Wharton Co. TX when he registered for the WWI draft & upon his return 
(Veterans Administration Master Index). Is this him? 
1930 Precinct 3, Wharton Co. TX 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/60407625?tid=&pid=&queryId=efac8
b6c-2909-4fe0-aef0-f2de779ba84f&_phsrc=iKj6194&_phstart=successSource 
Paul Gonzales, 38 TX, parents b. Mexico, divorced, keeper, restaurant, not a veteran 
Angela Costi--- [looks like Costid--], 33 TX, widow, cook, restaurant 
Domingo Costi---, 16 TX, help0er, restaurant 
Fidela Escoberl, 20 TX, farm laborer, general farm 
 
 


