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TUSCANIA 

 

Gonia, Earl Joseph 
1895 WI – 1955 FL 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-
XBXT?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ56V-

VJMM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/906816?tid=&pid=&queryId=

bb65c368-d335-41e4-b48e-2e5b429cf687&_phsrc=iKj6086&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
“Fort Lauderdale (FL) News” Monday 10 Jan 1955 p 10  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/906816?tid=&pid=&queryId=bb65c368-d335-41e4-b48e-2e5b429cf687&_phsrc=iKj6086&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/906816?tid=&pid=&queryId=bb65c368-d335-41e4-b48e-2e5b429cf687&_phsrc=iKj6086&_phstart=successSource
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Miami FL 
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Veteran headstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/906816?tid=&pid=&queryId=
bb65c368-d335-41e4-b48e-2e5b429cf687&_phsrc=iKj6086&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/8418491 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/906816?tid=&pid=&queryId=bb65c368-d335-41e4-b48e-2e5b429cf687&_phsrc=iKj6086&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/906816?tid=&pid=&queryId=bb65c368-d335-41e4-b48e-2e5b429cf687&_phsrc=iKj6086&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/8418491
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/534677 

 

 
Life 

 
 

 

List continues -  Duluth MN 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/534677
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 Duluth MN 
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 Superior WI 
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Green Bay WI 

 
 

 

Earl misidentified as Carl Gonia – Stevens Point WI 
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Superior WI 
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 Stevens Point WI 
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 Superior WI 
 

  
Ironwood MI 

Funeral of nephew Thomas McHugh, son of Earl’s sister Elizabeth 
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Wife 

 

  
Waukegan IL 
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https://www.miningjournal.net/news/local/2013/11/century-of-service-to-kids-at-area-

orphanage/ 
Laura & siblings Charlotte Pearl, Bruce Richard and John Ager were “inmates” in the 1910 census 

of the Good Will Home, Portage, Houghton MI. 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7884/records/12086399 
 
 

https://www.miningjournal.net/news/local/2013/11/century-of-service-to-kids-at-area-orphanage/
https://www.miningjournal.net/news/local/2013/11/century-of-service-to-kids-at-area-orphanage/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/482660713164600/posts/763479238416078/ 
 
 



16 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61374/records/509133 

 
 

marriage record of Anna Scott’s parents, William H. Scott & Edna Lamirand (here Lemirand) 30 Oct 
1898, following the birth of Flossie on 25 Oct 1897 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61374/records/509133


17 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342355-
00599?pId=1202753948 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/110816430/person/362040051121/facts 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/110816430/person/362040051121/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355094-

03273?pId=752321806 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/25785945/person/150054267840/facts?_phsrc=iKj6146&_phstart=successSourc
e 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/25785945/person/150054267840/facts?_phsrc=iKj6146&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/25785945/person/150054267840/facts?_phsrc=iKj6146&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/25785945/person/150054267840/facts?_phsrc=iKj6146&_phstart=successSource
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Her mother Edna Lamirand Scott – Find A Grave 27077061 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/25785945/person/150054267840/facts?_phsrc=iKj6146&_phstart=successSourc
e 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/25785945/person/150054267840/facts?_phsrc=iKj6146&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/25785945/person/150054267840/facts?_phsrc=iKj6146&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/25785945/person/150054267840/facts?_phsrc=iKj6146&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355096-

02890?pId=2580785 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Flossie+Edna_Cantin+(Scott)+Scott+Kettenbeil&birth=
1897-10-25_delta-michigan-usa_864&death=1977-12-8_houghton-michigan-

usa_1396&child=Bruce+Bernard_Kettenbeil&father=William+Henry_Scott&gender=f&marriage=19
17-10-29_lake+linden-houghton-michigan-



24 
 

 

usa_44066&mother=Edna_Lemerand+(Lamirande)&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&siblin
g=John+Ager_Scott&sibling2=Laura+A._Gonia&sibling3=Charlotte+Pearl_Sandelin&sibling4=Bruce

+R_Scott&spouse=Walter+Herman_Kettenbeil&treePerson=110816430_362040177010 
 

Laura’s sister (?) Flossie Edna Scott Cantin (1897-1977) 
 
 
 
 

 Fort Lauderdale FL 
Laura Scott’s sister Charlotte Pearl Scott Sandelin (1990-1992) – note Charlotte’s obituary notes 
her sister Laura died in 1980 actually 1979) & her surviving brother John Ager Scott & her nephew 

Joseph Earl Gonia (son of Earl Joseph Gania) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/1848719 
The marriage certificate of Laura Scott Gonia’s brother Bruce Richard Scott (1903-1976) names his 

parents as William Scott & Edna Lameront  
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Ironwood MI 

Bruce Scott’s obituary names his surviving siblings as brother John (Lantana FL) & sisters Pearl 
Scott Sandelin (Fort Lauderdale FL), Laura Scott Gonia (Fort Lauderdale FL) & Flossie (Lamirand 

Scott? Cantin?) Kettenbeil (Lake Linden MI)  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/55785113?tid=&pid=&queryId=eacc

93f3-627c-434d-a7e7-17e2f2834955&_phsrc=iKj6134&_phstart=successSource 
Anna’s brother John Ager Scott (1905/1908 – 1994) –  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/4131696?tid=110816430&pid=36204
0181176&queryId=20ee8006-ede4-4acb-90d3-

941e22c4e6f3&_phsrc=iKj6176&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/55785113?tid=&pid=&queryId=eacc93f3-627c-434d-a7e7-17e2f2834955&_phsrc=iKj6134&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/55785113?tid=&pid=&queryId=eacc93f3-627c-434d-a7e7-17e2f2834955&_phsrc=iKj6134&_phstart=successSource
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 Grand Rapids MI 
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 Escanaba MI 
 
 
 



30 
 

 

 
Sault Ste Marie MI 

 

 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/267841043?tid=&pid=&queryId=771

ae935-d890-4f8d-83f6-416e26c6c3a5&_phsrc=iKj6136&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/267841043?tid=&pid=&queryId=771ae935-d890-4f8d-83f6-416e26c6c3a5&_phsrc=iKj6136&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/267841043?tid=&pid=&queryId=771ae935-d890-4f8d-83f6-416e26c6c3a5&_phsrc=iKj6136&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/4874051?tid=110816430&pid=36204

1061367&queryId=a87d6ba7-f452-401f-9b74-
8781a3b5c106&_phsrc=iKj6158&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/110816430/person/362041061367/facts 

 
 
 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/252056 

Birth & death of Anna Scott’s [stillborn] brother 12 Oct 1907 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/110816430/person/362041061367/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/252056
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2580785?tid=&pid=&queryId=9fb9a

31c-c085-4491-92f5-97994a8258dd&_phsrc=iKj6142&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2580785?tid=&pid=&queryId=9fb9a31c-c085-4491-92f5-97994a8258dd&_phsrc=iKj6142&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2580785?tid=&pid=&queryId=9fb9a31c-c085-4491-92f5-97994a8258dd&_phsrc=iKj6142&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/1438710 

 
 
 



35 
 

 

 

 Fort Lauderdale FL 
 

 

 Ironwood MI 
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Fort Lauderdale FL 

 

 
Fort Lauderdale FL 
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 Fort Lauderdale FL 
 

 
Children 

 
Fort Lauderdale FL 

Son Joseph Earl Gonia (1926-2010) 
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Son John Patrick Gonia (1939-2010) –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_491_1957_0047?tre
eid=15916159&personid=212367258564&rc=&queryId=45491281-797c-4f2a-b5d5-

85953a8c7772&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj6089&_phstart=successSource&pId=477743735 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_491_1957_0047?treeid=15916159&personid=212367258564&rc=&queryId=45491281-797c-4f2a-b5d5-85953a8c7772&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj6089&_phstart=successSource&pId=477743735
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_491_1957_0047?treeid=15916159&personid=212367258564&rc=&queryId=45491281-797c-4f2a-b5d5-85953a8c7772&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj6089&_phstart=successSource&pId=477743735
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_491_1957_0047?treeid=15916159&personid=212367258564&rc=&queryId=45491281-797c-4f2a-b5d5-85953a8c7772&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj6089&_phstart=successSource&pId=477743735
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Sarasota FL 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/15916159/person/212367258564/facts 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/15916159/person/212367258564/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1144/records/5735001 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1144/records/5735001
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/15916159/person/212367258564/facts 
 
 
 

 

 
Daughter Kathleen Ann Gonia Welch (ca. 1941) 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/212367258564/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/212367258564/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/420757169?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=d209756a-b24d-4d01-9ad9-ce33b6d343fc&_phsrc=iKj6099&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/379429467 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/420757169?tid=&pid=&queryId=d209756a-b24d-4d01-9ad9-ce33b6d343fc&_phsrc=iKj6099&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/420757169?tid=&pid=&queryId=d209756a-b24d-4d01-9ad9-ce33b6d343fc&_phsrc=iKj6099&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/379429467
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Fort Lauderdale FL 

 

 Paxton IL 
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Nashville TN 
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Kathleen at right 
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Murfreesboro TN 
 

 

Murfreesboro TN 
 



48 
 

 

 
 

 
Nashville TN – death of her father-in-law Ben Joseph Welch Sr.  
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https://spartalive.com/stories/from-bon-air-mountain-to-the-tennessee-aviation-hall-of-
fame,34027? 

Unfortunately, the photo of Ben & his wife Kathleen Gonia Welch does not show online 
 

https://spartalive.com/stories/from-bon-air-mountain-to-the-tennessee-aviation-hall-of-fame,34027
https://spartalive.com/stories/from-bon-air-mountain-to-the-tennessee-aviation-hall-of-fame,34027
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https://www.tnaviationhof.org/members/69 

 

https://www.tnaviationhof.org/members/69
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https://azureflightsupport.com/news/crossvilles-col-ben-j-welch-receives-proclamation-
from-tn-speaker-of-the-house-cameron-sexton/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/benjowelch/ 
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Father 
 

 
Simon Joseph Gonia – Find A Grave 17022031 

 

 

 Marshfield WI 
 

 Marshfield WI 
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Duluth MN 

 

 Ironwood MI  



57 
 

 

 

 
Ironwood MI 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355135-

02214?pId=2120439 
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Mother 

 

 
Julia Josephine Finnerty Gonia – Find A Grave 17022027 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853036/facts 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853036/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00220-

01959?pId=2205520 
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Siblings: 
 

 
Brother Thomas Roy Gonia (1886-1943) 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853235/facts  

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2207/images/32217_632606_1492-

00138?pId=987967 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853235/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2207/images/32217_632606_1492-00138?pId=987967
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2207/images/32217_632606_1492-00138?pId=987967
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_649063_0402-

02859?pId=12069 
 

 

 

 senior 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/31916_b034029-

00095?pId=469586544  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_649063_0402-02859?pId=12069
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_649063_0402-02859?pId=12069
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/31916_b034029-00095?pId=469586544
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/31916_b034029-00095?pId=469586544
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 Marshfield WI 
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Superior WI 

 
 

 

 Madison WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61482/images/47503_00006-

01170?pId=155016189 
 

 

 
La Crosse WI 

Sister Alta Mary Gonia Rindt (1888-1959) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853237/facts 

 

 
Minneapolis MN 
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 Fargo ND 
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Fargo ND 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853237/facts 

 

 
St. Cloud MN 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853237/facts
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Fargo ND 
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Joliet IL – this may not be her – she is of the Order of St. Francis but perhaps not this one? 

 
Sister Edna Gonia (religious name: Sister M. Casimir) (1889-1968) 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853239/facts 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853239/facts
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Superior WI 

 
 
 

 

 
Wisconsin Rapids WI 

Sister Elizabeth Delia (Bessie) Gonia McHugh (1891-1960) 
 



72 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853240/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853240/facts  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853240/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853240/facts
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 Green Bay WI 
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Stevens Point WI 

 

 Hurley WI 
 

 
Bessie’s sister is Alta Gonia RINDT - 

 Hurley WI 
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 Hurley WI 
 

 Hurley WI 
 

 Hurley WI 
 

 
West Bend WI – article ends abruptly 
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 Florence WI 
 

 
Stevens Point WI 

 

 

Junction City news:  Stevens Point WI 
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 Grand Rapids WI 
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Ironwood MI 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 
Sister Marguerite Josephine Gonia Trainor (1896-1970) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853242/facts 

 

 https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853242/facts 

 
 

 

 Madison WI 
 

 Madison WI 
 

Sister Helen Gonia Shiroda (1898-1957) 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853242/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853242/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853242/facts
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This record says a boy child was born 23 Feb 1898 – but that is Helen’ birthday – unless she had a 

twin  brother (of which there is no other record) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853242/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4750/records/284309  

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853242/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853242/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4750/records/284309
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61374/records/900974104  

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61705/records/1719 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61374/records/900974104
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61705/records/1719
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351210-

01831?pId=603333307 
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 Ironwood MI  
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 Superior WI 
 

Sister Grace Mary Gonia Stocker Alberts (1899 but Find A Grave date is 1901 – 1970) 
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Grace - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/1194701/person/192688090704/media/5e8dc1a8-0274-
4765-b5a6-ea7c8c8d56b4?queryId=3d523ed0-6e55-44bb-92df-

e13d0a6b3da5&searchContextTreeId=15916159&searchContextPersonId=28446853243&
_phsrc=iKj6075&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853243/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1194701/person/192688090704/media/5e8dc1a8-0274-4765-b5a6-ea7c8c8d56b4?queryId=3d523ed0-6e55-44bb-92df-e13d0a6b3da5&searchContextTreeId=15916159&searchContextPersonId=28446853243&_phsrc=iKj6075&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1194701/person/192688090704/media/5e8dc1a8-0274-4765-b5a6-ea7c8c8d56b4?queryId=3d523ed0-6e55-44bb-92df-e13d0a6b3da5&searchContextTreeId=15916159&searchContextPersonId=28446853243&_phsrc=iKj6075&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1194701/person/192688090704/media/5e8dc1a8-0274-4765-b5a6-ea7c8c8d56b4?queryId=3d523ed0-6e55-44bb-92df-e13d0a6b3da5&searchContextTreeId=15916159&searchContextPersonId=28446853243&_phsrc=iKj6075&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1194701/person/192688090704/media/5e8dc1a8-0274-4765-b5a6-ea7c8c8d56b4?queryId=3d523ed0-6e55-44bb-92df-e13d0a6b3da5&searchContextTreeId=15916159&searchContextPersonId=28446853243&_phsrc=iKj6075&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1194701/person/192688090704/media/5e8dc1a8-0274-4765-b5a6-ea7c8c8d56b4?queryId=3d523ed0-6e55-44bb-92df-e13d0a6b3da5&searchContextTreeId=15916159&searchContextPersonId=28446853243&_phsrc=iKj6075&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15916159/person/28446853243/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/68661?tid=15916159&pid=2

8446853243&queryId=11eb78b4-f443-49ba-a470-
02e924599977&_phsrc=iKj6077&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

 
Salt Lake City UT – resident of Superior, Sweetwater Co. WY 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/68661?tid=15916159&pid=28446853243&queryId=11eb78b4-f443-49ba-a470-02e924599977&_phsrc=iKj6077&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/68661?tid=15916159&pid=28446853243&queryId=11eb78b4-f443-49ba-a470-02e924599977&_phsrc=iKj6077&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/68661?tid=15916159&pid=28446853243&queryId=11eb78b4-f443-49ba-a470-02e924599977&_phsrc=iKj6077&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61482/images/47503_00247-
02655?pId=140736966 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61482/images/47503_00247-02655?pId=140736966
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61482/images/47503_00247-02655?pId=140736966
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60201/records/646777 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60201/records/646777
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61831/records/180575937 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61831/records/180575937
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62003/records/159960 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62003/records/159960
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/4007757990 

Was James (Janos?) born in Illinois or Hungary? 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/4007757990
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 https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/15916159/person/212594890025/facts 

 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

        
 

Name: Earl Joseph Gonia 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Eng. - private 
Serial number: 251,701 
Entered service from: Mellen, Ashland WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Earl J. Gonia 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Joe Gonia, Mellen WI 
Returned from war on: "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Earl J. Gonia 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Joseph Gonia, Mellen WI (PFC, 107th Engineer Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Earl Jos. Gonia - b. 30 Mar 1896 Prentice WI; res: 
Mellen, Ashland WI. Single. Laborer, Foster Latimer Lbr. Co., Mellen WI. Claimed 
exemption from draft – in local military company. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  2127 S. 37th St., Milwaukee WI (1939 
NTSA & 1955 WI Survivors) (1955: as E.J.)  
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World War II draft registration (1942): as Earl J. Gonia - b. 30 Mar 1895 Prentice WI; res: 1317 E. 
Oklahoma Ave., Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. NOK “wif” [sic] at same address. Employed 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul R.R. Co., Milwaukee Yards, Milwaukee, Milwaukee Co. WI. 
Height: 5’10 ½” – weight 160 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 27 May 1919 
Address:  204 – 17th St., Apt. 4, Milwaukee WI 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, 107th Engineers Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 30 Mar 1895 Prentice, Price WI (30 Mar 1896 on WWI draft)  
Died: 8 Jan 1955 Fort Lauderdale, Broward FL   
Find A Grave record: 96797056, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower   
Burial location: Fort Lauderdale, Broward FL 
Cemetery: Lauderdale Memorial Park 
Tombstone: tombstone application: Wisconsin PFC 107th Engr Train, 32nd Div 
 
Father:  Simon Joseph (“Joseph”/”S.J.”) Gonia, 15 May 1858 NY (on Find A Grave as Montreal, 
Montreal Region, Quebec, Canada – 15 May 1856 according to his MI death record) – 30 Jun 1930 
Ironwood, Gogebic MI.  
Son of Thomas C. Gonia & Amelia McConnell. The Gonia name appears on family trees in Canada 
also as Gaugne.  
Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Bayfield, Bayfield WI. 
Find A Grave: 17022031 
 
Mother:  Julia Josephine Finnerty Gonia, Dec 1858 WI (also found as 1860 & 1861) – 2 Jun 1911 
Mellen, Ashland WI.  
Daughter of Patrick Finnerty & Mary Bridget Eliza McCaffrey. 
 Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Bayfield, Bayfield WI.  
Find A Grave: 17022027 
Parents’ marriage: 29 Jul 1885 Grand Rapids, Wood Co. WI. Joseph Gonia, son of Thomas Gonia & 
Emilie nee Connell, was a workman, resident of Remington WI, b. NY state. Julia Finnerty was the 
daughter of Patrick Finnerty & Eliza Coffey. Her birthplace was “not given.” Married in a Catholic 
ceremony.  
 
Spouse:  Laura Ann Scott Gonia, 1 Jan 1902 MI – 13 Mar 1979 Fort Lauderdale, Broward Co. FL.  
Laura’s father was William Henry Scott (19 Apr 1860 Baldwin, Ontario, Canada or Drummond, 
Lanark County, Ontario, Canada) – 5 Dec 1941 Sault Ste. Marie, Chippewa WI). 
In the 1940 census her father, William Scott, age 80, widowed, resides with son John Scott in Sault 
Ste. Marie, Chippewa Co. MI. 
According to William Scott’s MI death certificate, which provided his birth/death dates & places, he 
resided at 920 Maple St. & was widowed at the time of his death. His parents are listed as 
“unknown.” He died of a cerebral hemorrhage & was senile. The informant was John A. Scott. 
William was buried in Riverside Cemetery, Sault Ste. Marie, Chippewa MI on 8 Dec 1941. He is not 
on Find A Grave as of 21 Jan 2026.  
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Her mother was Edna Lamirand (1 Apr 1880 MI – 8 May 1908 Hiawatha, Schoolcraft MI, buried in 
Lakeview Cemetery, Manistique, Schoolcraft MI, F: 26077061 
Her mother Edna was the daughter of John Lamirand [aka Jean Baptiste Lamarinde, 1837-ca. 1939) 
& Jane Bellington. 
The surname Lamarind appears with a variety of spellings: Lemirand, Lemerand, Lemsande, 
Lemrad, etc.  
In the 1880 census for Nahma, Delta MI, Edna L. Lemrad lived with her parents, John & Mary J. 
Lemrad. 
 
William H. Scott, age 30, son of John & Sydney Scott, married Edna Lemirand on 30 Oct 1898 in 
Garden, Delta MI.  
 
 
1900 census for Harrison, Schoolcraft MI, conducted 5 Jun 1900: 
William Scott, 33 Canada (English), Apr 1866, father b. Canada (English), mother b. Ireland, 
married 1 year, lumberman 
Edna L., 20 MI, Apr 1880, father b. Canada (English), mother b. Ireland, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is 
living [wife] 
Pearl, 3 months MI, Feb 1900 [daughter] 
Thomas, 35 Canada (English), father b. Canada (English), mother b. Ireland, single, lumberman 
[brother] 
NOTE: William’s brother Thomas was born 25 Nov 1857 Canada. He died 4 May 1923 in Pickford, 
Chippewa Co. MI. His MI death certificate records his name as “Tom Scott.”  He is buried as Tom 
Scott in Pine Grove Cemetery, Sault Ste. Marie, Chippewa MI, F: 138871361 
 
1910 census for Portage, Houghton MI – Good Will Farm – conducted 11 May 1910 – his future wife 
Laura Scott – line 88 – Pearl & her 3 siblings 
Among the “inmates” of the Good Will Farm are: 
Earl [i.e. Pearl] Scott, 10 MI 
Laura Scott, 8 MI 
Bruce Scott, 6 MI 
John Scott, 4 MI 
 
The Good Will Farm, now (2026) called UP Kids, was founded in 1899 by Rev. F.A. Holthausen to 
house the many children orphaned when their fathers were killed in mining accidents. 
 
Laura Scott’s siblings were: 
 
Flossie Edna [birth surname?] Cantin Kettenbeil, 25 Oct 1897 Garden, Delta MI – 8 Dec 1977 
Hancock, Houghton MI. 
Online family trees claim Flossie was the daughter of William Henry Smith & Edna Lamarind. Her 
birthdate is 1 year before their marriage on 30 Oct 1898. Note Flossie’s middle name is Edna.  
She is noted in Bruce Richard Scott’s obituary as a surviving sister.  
In the 1900 census, Edna Lamarind states she has given birth to only 1 child, who is Pearl (age 3 
months).  
In the 1900 census for Garden, Delta MI, “Flosy” [or Flory] E. Cantin, b. Oct 1897 MI, is age 2. Her 
father’s birthplace is listed as Scotland & her mother’s as MI. She is the adopted daughter of 
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Nelson Cantin (b. Canada [French]) & his wife Amanda (b. Canada [French]). Nelson is a coffin 
manufacturer. 
Flossie Cantin married Walter Herman Kettenbeil (1895-1977, F: 187873004) on 29 Oct 1917 in 
Lake Linden, Houghton MI.  
In the 1950 census for Lake Linden, Houghton MI, conducted 8 Apr 1950: 
Walter H. Kettenbeil, 54 MI, tax director, county court house 
Flossie E., 52 MI 
Zane P., 25 MI, never married [son] 
Flossie Kettenbeil is buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery, Lake Linden, Houghton MI. F: 187872977 
 
Charlotte Pearl Scott Sandelin, 27 Feb 1900 MI – 18 May 1992 Broward Co. FL. 
Also used the name Pearl or “C. Pearl.” 
Married Toivo Charles Sandelin (1902-1970) on 14 Oct 1923 in St. Louis Co. MN. 
Charlotte’s obituary in the “South Florida Sun Sentinel” (Fort Lauderdale FL) of Saturday, 23 May 
1992, p 30, is a wealth of information on the family. 
According to the obituary, Charlotte Pearl was born in 1 of her father’s lumber camps; he owned 6 
camps in northern MI. She was 1 of the family’s 5 children. She & her siblings attended school in 
Muskegon MI, shuttling back & forth on a hand-pumped railroad car operated by 1 of her father’s 
employees. After graduating from high school, Charlotte waited until her younger sister Laura Scott 
graduated from high school. Then both attended Marquette Teachers College in Marquette MI. 
Both graduated in 1923, earning a “star” teaching certificate & were immediately hired to teach in a 
2-room primary/high school in the north woods of Michigan. After 2 years of teaching, Charlotte 
married Toivo Sandelin. 
At age 60, Charlotte earned a B.S. degree in English from Marquette University.   
Her obituary lists her surviving relatives as brother John “Agar” Scott of Lantana (Palm Beach Co.) 
FL & her nephew Joe E. Gania & wife Betty of West Palm Beach FL (Joe being the son of Charlotte’s 
sister Laura Scott & husband Earl Joseph Gonia).  
 
Bruce Richard Scott, 5 Dec 1903 Garden Bay, Delta MI – 7 Apr 1976 Ontonagon, Ontonagon MI. His 
obituary indicates he was born in Bessemer MI. On his MI birth record, his parents are listed as 
William Scott & Edna Lameront. – Bruce married Elsie Gilson (1909-1970, F: 54626741) on 28 Jun 
1928.  
Bruce’s obituary lists his surviving siblings as John Scott (Lantana FL), Mrs. Pearl Sandelin (Fort 
Lauderdale FL), Mrs. Laura Gonia (Fort Lauderdale FL) & Mrs. Flossie Kettenbeilg (Lake Linden FL). 
Bruce Richard is buried in Riverside Cemetery, Ontonagon, Ontonagon MI. F: 54626812 
 
John Ager Scott, 4 Nov 1905 MI [according to Social Security but according to WWII draft: 2 Nov 
1908) – 25 Oct 1994 [last address West Palm Beach, Palm Beach Co. FL] 
Husband of Stella G. Baril Smith (12 Dec 1915 MI -26 Sep 1979 MI, F: 44361776). Stella G. Baril had 
married on 4 Sep 1937 in Lake Linden, Houghton MI to Ralph Gideon Smith (1907-1939, buried in 
Mount Calvary Cemetery, Lake Linden, Houghton MI, F: 187867524). Ralph operated a boat service 
on Lake Superior & died 2 years after their marriage.  
Middle name listed as AGAR in his sister Charlotte’s obituary. Also found as Alger. 
In the 1940 census for Sault Ste. Marie, Chippewa MI, John Scott, 33 MI, single, proprietor of a retail 
grocery, and William Scott, 80 Canada (English, widowed), are lodgers with Fred & Elizabeth 
Miligarn at 924 Maple. They lived in the same place in 1935.  
John resided in Trout Lake MI in Mar 1979 when his sister Laura Scott Gonia died.  
Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Trout Lake, Chippewa MI. F: 44361813 
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Baby boy Scott, born & died 12 Oct 1907 Hiawatha, Schoolcraft MI. 
Although a birth certificate is issued, the death certificate for the same day indicates the baby was 
stillborn.  
On the birth record: the infant male’s father is William Scott, age 47, b. Canada, laborer. His 
mother is listed as Edna Lemsande, age 27, b. Delta Co. MI, housewife.  
On the death record: father is William Scott (born Canada) & mother Edna Lemsonde (born Delta 
Co. MI). Both are residents of Hiawatha, Schoolcraft MI.  
 
In the 1930 census, Joseph Earl Gonia resides in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI but separately from 
Laura & their son Joseph (4 WI), who are boarders. Laura states her marital status is “divorced.” 
Might this explain the gap in ages between son Joseph Earl Gonia (born1926) and son John Patrick 
Gonia (born 1939)? 
 
However, the 1932 Milwaukee WI city directory lists Earl J. & Laura Gonia residing at 2127A S. 36th. 
He is a switchman.  
 
Obituary: “Fort Lauderdale (FL) News” 15 Mar 1979 p 27 – funeral Mass at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church will be held 16 Mar 1979 for Laura A. Gonia, 77, of 8441 NW 25th Ct., Sunrise FL, who died 
13 Mar 1979.  She moved here from Milwaukee WI 28 years ago. Survived by 2 sons: Joseph E. 
Gonia (Sunrise FL) & John P. Gonia (San Jose CA) & daughter Mrs. Ben (Kathleen Ann) Welch of 
Brentwood TN, also brother John Scott (Trout Lake MI) & sister Mrs. C. Pearl Sandelin, Fort 
Lauderdale FL. 
Buried in Lauderdale Memorial Park, Fort Lauderdale, Broward FL. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 156548997 
Marriage: They obtained a marriage license in Waukegan, Lake IL in Aug 1925. Divorced by 1930? 
 
Children: 

• Joseph Earl Gonia, 16 Jul 1926 Milwaukee Co. WI – 22 Sep 2010 Saint Augustine, St. Johns 
FL.- Husband of Beatrice Ruth (Betty) Killian (1932-2018, F: 207069004) whom he married in 
1976. - Buried in Riverside Memorial Park, Martin Co. FL. F: 188750105 

• John Patrick Gonia, 27 Jun 1939 WI – 1 Oct 2010 Santa Clara Co. CA. – At age 23, a resident 
of Sarasota FL, John P. Gonia married Billie Ann Bullock, age 23, also a resident of Sarasota 
FL. They obtained a marriage license in Dade Co. FL in Nov 1962. Billie was the daughter of 
William Howard Bullock (18 Feb 1915 OH – 13 Jul 2012 FL). She married Paul Michael 
Zwolinski (b. 1 Mar 1946 CA) in Mariposa Co. CA on 1 Jun 1974. Paul was the son of Frank 
John Zwolinski (1918-2005, F: 31994321) & Agnes Leona Zubris (d. 1993, F: 239217185). di  
– John & Billie divorced in Santa Clara Co. CA in Sep 1972. John was a resident of San Jose 
CA in Mar 1979 when his mother Laura died. 

• Kathleen Ann (Cathy) Gonia Welch, born ca. 1941-1943 WI -         . -“Fort Lauderdale (FL) 
News” 28 Sep 1961 p 35 – Kathleen Ann Gonia, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Earl Gonia, 
1123 NE 15th Ave., graduated from Mount Sinai Hospital School of Practical Nursing. - 
“Tennessean” (Nashville TN) 17 Mar 1963 p 47 – Miss Kathleen Gonia of Fort Lauderdale FL 
married Captain Ben Joseph Welch Jr., US Air Force at Rantoul IL on 15 Dec 1963 at the 
Paxton Church of Christ. She is the daughter of Mrs. Laura Gonia of Fort Lauderdale & the 
late Mr. Gonia, graduate of Fort Lauderdale High School & Mt. Sinai School of Nursing at 
Miami Beach. He is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Ben Joseph Welch of Sparta TN, graduate of White 
County High School (Sparta TN) & attended TN Polytechnic Institute in Cookville. The 
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couple will live at Bayles Lake IL near Chanute Air Force Base where Ben is an instructor in 
the aircraft maintenance officers course. -  “Murfreesboro (TN) News-Journal” 30 Aug 1973 
p 6 – photo – Mrs. Kathleen Gonia Welch, formerly of Fort Lauderdale FL, has returned to 
college at Murfreesboro Tennessee State University to complete her education after she 
left following her marriage. She is the mother of two, Ben & Joey. Her husband is the son of 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Welch of Sparta TN, a veteran US Air Force pilot & graduate of Murfreesboro 
TN State University. Currently he is an air safety & instructor pilot I the TN Air National 
Guard. Her mother is Mrs. Laura Gonia, 1123 NE 15th Ave., Fort Lauderdale FL. Graduate of 
the Mount Sinai Hospital School of Nursing in Miami, where she was president of her 1960 
class. “Murfreesboro (TN) Daily News-Journal” 13 Jun 1974 p 19 – Kathleen Gonia Welch 
graduated with an Associate of Art degree in nursing. – On 6 Aug 1994 their son, Ben Joseph 
Welch III, married Cathie Leighann Yates in Nashville TN; his parents were listed as 
Kathleen & Ben Joseph Welch Jr. – Ben Joseph Welch Jr. was nicknamed “Benjo” & was 
inducted in to the TN Aviation Hall of Fame.  

 
Siblings:  

• Thomas Roy (Ray) Gonia, 11 Jul 1886 Bayfield, Bayfield WI [also found as Mannville, 
Marathon WI] - 26 Jun 1943 Marshfield, Wood WI – On his WWII draft card, Thomas was 
employed with the Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie Railroad. His NOK was his 
sister, Mrs. Margaret Trainer, 1215 W. Lawn St., Madison WI. - Obituary: “Marshfield (WI) 
News-Herald” 28 Jun 1943 p 3 – Thomas Roy Gonia, 56, of 114 N. Maple St., a telegrapher at 
the Soo Line depot in Marshfield WI for the past 10 years, died 26 Jun 1943 at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital where he had been a patient since 6 Jun with heart problems. Burial in Bayfield WI. 
Born 11 Jul 1886 Mannville WI to Joseph Gonia & Josephine Finnerty. Lived in Mannville, 
Spencer, Prentice & Park Falls before moving to Bayfield. Graduate of Bayfield High School 
& the U of WI at Madison. WWI veteran. VFW member. Survived by brother Joseph Earl 
Gonia (Milwaukee) & 6 sisters: Mrs. Joseph Rindt [i.e. Alta] of Glenwood MN – Sister M. 
Casimira of the Franciscan Order, currently at Bayfield [i.e. Edna] – Mrs. E.M. McHugh of 
Milwaukee WI [i.e. Elizabeth] – Mrs. R.D. Trainor of Madison WI [i.e. Marguerite] – Mrs. 
George Schiroda of Ironwood MI [i.e. Helen] – Mrs. J.H. Alberts of Los Angeles CA [i.e. 
Grace] – Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Bayfield, Bayfield WI. F: 17022045 

• Alta Mary Gonia Rindt, 15 Mar 1888 WI – 17 Mar 1959 Glenwood, Pope Co. MN. – According 
to her husband Joseph Rindt’s obituary, the couple married in 1910. The exact date was 10 
Jan 1910 in Ashland Co. WI. - Buried as Mary A. Rindt. “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 28 Jun 1906 
p 3 – Alta Gonia, a 1906 graduate of Bayfield High School, was awarded a $50 prize for good 
school work.  - Wife of Joseph Rindt (21 Dec 1884 WI – 28 Aug 1970, F: 17022068) – At the 
time of her death, her husband Joseph Rindt was the railroad agent at Glenwood MN. - 
Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Bayfield, Bayfield WI. F: 17022063  

• Edna Gonia, 13 Nov 1889 Spencer, Marathon WI - 31 Aug 1968 IL. – 31 Aug 1968 IL.  SSN 
330-44-0494. Edna Gonia becomes a member of a Catholic religious order, with the name 
Sister M. Casimir/Casimira in the Franciscan Order (O.S.F.) – In the 1930 census for Joliet, 
Will IL, conducted 8 Apr 1930, on line 14, is Casimire M. Gonia, 40 WI. She & other religious 
sisters are listed under the mother superior. Her parents were born in WI; she does 
domestic work at St. Francis Academy, Wilcox & Taylor St. Many of the other sisters listed 
as teachers at the school. -  Sr. M. Casimiar is living in Bayfield WI in Jun 1943 when her 
brother Thomas died & in Joliet IL in Jun 1960 when her sister Elizabeth died. – Buried in 
Resurrection Cemetery, Romeoville, Will Co. IL. F: 141519951 
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• Elizabeth Genevieve (birth record: middle name of Delia) (“Bessie”) Gonia McHugh, 29 Apr 
1891 Spencer, Marathon WI – 27 Jun 1960 Suring, Oconto WI. - Wife of Edward Michael 
McHugh (1890-1974, F: 17021998) whom she married 1 Aug 1918 in Joliet, Will IL (or 5 Aug 
1919 according to her obituary). She was a graduate of Superior WI & Stevens Point WI 
normal schools. Obituary copied above: “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” 29 Jun 1960 p 7 – Mrs. 
Edward McHugh, age 69, of Suring WI, formerly of Ironwood MI, died in an Oconto Falls 
hospital on Monday. Former Elizabeth Gonia was born 29 Apr 1891 in Spencer WI. Graduate 
of Superior & Stevens Point Normal & taught at Bessemer MI, Bemidji MN, Wisconsin 
Rapids WI, Milwaukee WI & Ironwood MI. Married Edward McHugh 5 Aug 1919. For the past 
7 years they lived in Suring WI. Survived by her husband, 2 daughters & 3 sisters: Mrs. R.D. 
Trainor (Madison WI), Mrs. Gene Albert (North Hollywood CA) & Sister M. Casimir, OSF, of 
Joliet Il. A son preceded her in death. - Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Bayfield, Bayfield WI 
with Edward. F: 17022056 

• Marguerite Josephine (“Peg”) Gonia Trainor, 24 Mar 1896 Price Co. WI – 7 Oct 1970 New 
Berlin, Waukesha WI. - Married on 24 Sep 1923 in St. Raphael’s Church, Madison, Dane WI 
to Roy Daniel Trainor (1894-1962, F: 83871519). - Buried in Holy Apostles Cemetery, New 
Berlin, Waukesha WI. F: 52145025 

• Helen Gonia Shiroda, 23 Feb 1898 Bayfield, Bayfield WI – 30 Jun 1957 Kokomo, Howard IN. - 
- Her WI birth record identifies her as a mal, the 7th child of Sam Gonia, fireman (no mother 
named). - Wife of George Thomas Shiroda (1898-1960, F: 17015549) whom she married 30 
Aug 1928 in Gogebic Co. MI (or 29 Sep 1928 in Ironwood MI according to her obituary). – 
Helen lived at the Courtland Hotel, Kokomo, Howard IN where she was the manager, when 
she died of a myocardial infarction. - Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Bayfield, Bayfield WI. F; 
17015554 

• Grace Gonia Stocker Alberts, 29 Aug 1899 (Find A Grave, but 1900 on tombstone, also 
found as 1901) Park Falls, Price WI – 2 Dec 1970 Los Angeles Co. CA. SSN 551-07-0731. - - 
Her WI birth record identifies her father as Joseph, Gonia, fireman, with living siblings Roy, 
Etta & Bessie. - Married to John Stocker (28 Dec 1900-1925) on 31 Jan 1925 in Salt Lake Co. 
UT. John was born either in Hungary (as Janos Stocker) or in Illinois, the son of Friedrich 
Stocker & Rose Erklaus. He was killed 2 months after his wedding in a mining accident on 
16 Mar 1925 in Superior, Sweetwater WY. His WY death certificate lists the cause of death 
as: “broken neck – caught between car and rib in coal mine.” John Stocker is buried in Old 
Union Cemetery, Lincoln, Logan IL, F: 159914213. - Married to James Herbert Alberts 
(Albert) (1898 WI – 1979 CA, F: 64567915); living with him in 1930 & 1940 censuses. – In the 
1930 census for Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA, conducted 11 Apr 1930, James H. Alberts, 31 
WI, father b. Germany, mother b. WI, optician, wholesale, WWI veteran, resides with wife 
Grace (29 WI, father b. NY, mother b. WI) & daughter Patricia, 6 OR, parents b. WI. – The 
computed birthdate of Patricia Alberts – ca. 1924 in Oregon, with parents b. in WI, as John 
Stocker was not born in WI – raises questions. Was Grace pregnant with Patricia Margaret 
Alberts when her husband John Stocker died in Mar 1925? Patricia married a man named 
Thompson; as Patricia Thompson, she married Richard Fred Bassett (1921-2009) on 21 May 
1943 in AL. - Buried in Valhalla Memorial Park, North Hollywood, Los Angeles CA with 
James. F: 206160000 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – Carl [sic] J. Gonia of Mellen is believed to be on board. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Fort Lauderdale (FL) News” 12 Sep 1958 p 8 – the Fort Lauderdale Association of the Knights of 
Columbus installed new officers on 14 Sep 1958, among them Joseph E. Gonia as controller. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Fort Lauderdale News" 10 Jan 1955 p 10 - res: 1123 NE 15th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale FL, 
funeral 13 Jan 1955. Born Mellen WI, came to Ft. Lauderdale 2 years ago from Milwaukee. 
Retired railroad yardmaster. WWI vet, Survived by wife Laura, 2 sons, daughter, 6 sisters  
 
Social Security Number: 707-10-8705 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Lake, Price WI – conducted 11 Jun 1900 
S.J. Gonia, 42 NY, Apr 1858, father birthplace unknown, mother b. at sea, married 15 years, 
fireman, saw mill 
Julia, 41 WI, Dec 1858, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Roy T., 13 WI, Jul 1886, at school 
Alta M., 12 WI, Mar 1888, at school 
Edna E., 10 WI, Nov 1889, at school 
Bessie E., 9 WI, Apr 1891 
Earl J., 5 WI, Mar 1895 
Margret J., 4 WI, Mar 1896 
Helen W., 2 WI, Feb 1898 
Grace, 9 months WI, Aug 1899 
 
1905 WI state census – Bayfield, Bayfield WI – as of 1 Jun 1905 
Simon J. Gonia, 46 NY, parents b. Canada, engineer 
Julia, 44 WI, parents b. Ireland 
Ray, 18 WI, school 
Alta, 17 WI, school 
Edna, 15 WI, school 
Bessie, 14 WI, school 
Earl, 10 WI 
Marguerite, 9 WI 
Helen, 7 WI 
Gracie, 5 WI 
 
1910 Mellen, Ashland WI – conducted 19 Apr 1910 – indexed as GANIA 
J.S. Gonia, 48 NY, father b. Ireland, mother b. at sea, married 25 years, in 1st marriage, fireman, saw 
mills 
Julia, 48 WI, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Roy, 24 WI, student, at school 
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Bessie, 18 WI, student, at school 
Earl, 15 WI, student, at school 
Margurite, 14 WI 
Helen, 12 WI 
Grace, 10 WI 
 
 
 
1920 Mellen, Ashland WI - there are no ages entered – conducted 9 Jan 1920 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4390435_00961?pId=71473340 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4390435_00961?pId=71473340 
Joe Gonia, MN, parents b. Ireland, widow, laborer, light plant 
Roy, MN, operator, Soo Line depot 
Bessie, MN, teacher, public school 
Earl, WI, laborer, [illegible] yard 
Margaret, WI (squeezed in above Helen] , nurse, Chicago hospital 
Margaret, WI, teacher, public school 
Grace, WI, teacher, public school 
[all the children are single] 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 1146 Madison St. – conducted 9 Jan 1930 
Earl Gonia, 34 WI, married, parents b. WI, switchman, steam railroad, WWI veteran 
Boarding with Emil & Wilhelmina Boge, their child & other roomers 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 27th Ave. conducted 8 Apr 1930 – lines 4 & 5 
Laura A. Gonia, 28 MI, father b. Canada, mother b. MI, divorced [boarder] 
Joseph E. Gonia, 4 years 8 months, father b. WI, mother b. MI [boarder] 
Boarding with Edward & Isabella Johnson & their 2 children.  
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1940 cannot locate 
 
1950 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 681 W. Park Hill – conducted 17 Apr 1950 
Earl J. Gonia, 54 WI, switchman, railroad company 
Laura, 48 WI [wife] 
Joseph E., 23 WI, never married, truck driver, cleaning company [son] 
John P., 9 WI 
Kathleene, 8 WI 


