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TUSCANIA 

 

Gocher, Francis Aloysius 
1892 Australia – 1984 CA 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index –  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X9LY-
W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5YS-

M5N2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X9LY-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5YS-M5N2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X9LY-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5YS-M5N2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X9LY-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5YS-M5N2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2721646?tid=189590466&pi
d=162459221447&queryId=12631b77-3aec-40c5-b6a3-

f7a6f4ab2b7e&_phsrc=iKj5945&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/22588722 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/22588722
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3998/records/1205055990 

 
 

Life:  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3998/records/1205055990
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List continues 

 

 
 Brothers Oscar & Charles King Gocher, Charles’s wife Louise Elizabeth & their 5 children – 

son Charles John would be born in CA in 1906 
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Oakland CA 
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Entertainment program includes Francis, Mary & Tessie Gocher 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” 13 Oct 1912 p 19 

 
 

 

 Oakland CA 
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“Los Angeles (CA) Times” 14 Feb 1918 p 2 
 
 

 

 Pomona CA and many more CA newspapers 
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 San Francisco CA 
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San Francisco CA 
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“San Francisco Recorder” 16 Apr 1924 p 5 
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 San Francisco CA 
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San Francisco CA 
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 San Francisco CA 
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 San Francisco CA 
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 San 
Rafael CA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wife 
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His mother-in-law Angelina Olivieri Di Bene’s obituary – “San Francisco Examiner” 10 Feb 1953 p 19  

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” 18 Sep 1915 p 4 
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Father 

 

 

Oakland CA -  
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 Oakland CA 
 



25 
 

 

 

 Oakland CA 
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 Petaluma CA 
 

 
Petaluma CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2721644?tid=189590466&pid=16245

9221444&queryId=e2ccfeef-5a46-43be-8240-
938f96e5e301&_phsrc=iKj5887&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 

Mother 
 

 
Obituary of mother Elizabeth Louise Wahl Gocher, “San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 7 Mar 1944 p 

15 –  
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 Fresno CA 
 

 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/189590466/person/162459221443/facts 

 
 

Siblings 
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Sister Mary Gertrude Gocher Lyerly Dexter (1893-1972)  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:H97B-5CN2?lang=en 
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San Francisco CA 
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Cincinnati OH 
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 New Orleans LA 
 

 San Francisco CA 
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Sister Theresa Elizabeth Gocher Worthington (1895-1978) - 
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Theresa Gocher Worthington hosts her sister, Veronica Gocher Gocher (Mrs. Thomas) & her mother 

Louise Elizabeth Wahl Gocher (Mrs. C.K. Gocher)  
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B020146-00003?pId=445070 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B020146-00003?pId=445070
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Redwood City CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/8073447 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2118/records/447835 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2118/records/447835
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 Oakland CA 
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  Oakland CA 
Sister Veronica Cecilia Josephine (Vera) Gocher Gocher Turney (1897-1963) 
 

 

 Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada  
https://www.newspapers.com/image/500476528/ 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3998/records/2467817?tid=189590466&pid=16245
9221445&queryId=d07ca050-686f-4d16-9d46-
d337bf342240&_phsrc=iKj5916&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8797/records/2146916 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8797/records/2146916
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 Petaluma CA 
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 Petaluma CA 
Vera standing, 3rd from left 
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 Petaluma CA 
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 San Rafael CA 
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San Rafael CA 
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Winifred Ursula Aileen Gocher Mohr Feiss Trine (1900-1983) 
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/380501727/ 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/8c658fa2-2ed1-448c-b1e2-
cf09459425f9?queryId=8c631d8b-5201-4e18-a686-
9bb9db87f6ad&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsr
c=iKj5926&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hal_Mohr 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/8c658fa2-2ed1-448c-b1e2-cf09459425f9?queryId=8c631d8b-5201-4e18-a686-9bb9db87f6ad&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/8c658fa2-2ed1-448c-b1e2-cf09459425f9?queryId=8c631d8b-5201-4e18-a686-9bb9db87f6ad&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/8c658fa2-2ed1-448c-b1e2-cf09459425f9?queryId=8c631d8b-5201-4e18-a686-9bb9db87f6ad&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/8c658fa2-2ed1-448c-b1e2-cf09459425f9?queryId=8c631d8b-5201-4e18-a686-9bb9db87f6ad&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/8c658fa2-2ed1-448c-b1e2-cf09459425f9?queryId=8c631d8b-5201-4e18-a686-9bb9db87f6ad&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5926&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/4b408e76-f5f0-4869-a580-
8aa585dca33e?queryId=ec17cd99-7263-4ea0-a97b-
5427d97eb9b1&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsr
c=iKj5925&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/4b408e76-f5f0-4869-a580-8aa585dca33e?queryId=ec17cd99-7263-4ea0-a97b-5427d97eb9b1&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5925&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/4b408e76-f5f0-4869-a580-8aa585dca33e?queryId=ec17cd99-7263-4ea0-a97b-5427d97eb9b1&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5925&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/4b408e76-f5f0-4869-a580-8aa585dca33e?queryId=ec17cd99-7263-4ea0-a97b-5427d97eb9b1&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5925&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/4b408e76-f5f0-4869-a580-8aa585dca33e?queryId=ec17cd99-7263-4ea0-a97b-5427d97eb9b1&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5925&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008978067/media/4b408e76-f5f0-4869-a580-8aa585dca33e?queryId=ec17cd99-7263-4ea0-a97b-5427d97eb9b1&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221335&_phsrc=iKj5925&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008977864/media/80177f1a-97cd-4daf-ab46-
c54de695138b?queryId=89510aba-c0a2-4b09-9c1a-
dca1d534c121&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221356&_phsr
c=iKj5949&_phstart=successSource 
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 Ukiah CA 
 
 
2nd husband Fred F. Feiss 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/53100880/person/302008977864/media/9a1f3a85-f874-4de5-a862-
6f69a2d83751?queryId=a30849cd-99d1-4b39-b68a-
ddf2fcd0a2ad&searchContextTreeId=189590466&searchContextPersonId=162459221356&_phsrc
=iKj5948&_phstart=successSource 



57 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2263077 
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  Quincy CA 
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 Santa Rosa CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/189590466/person/162459221356/facts = 
Harold W. Trine 
 
 
 

 
Santa Rosa CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/7434951 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/63220455?tid=189590466&pid=1624
59221356&queryId=197441f5-5b33-4aa5-98aa-
e420c58e8253&_phsrc=iKj5950&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/63220455?tid=189590466&pid=162459221356&queryId=197441f5-5b33-4aa5-98aa-e420c58e8253&_phsrc=iKj5950&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/63220455?tid=189590466&pid=162459221356&queryId=197441f5-5b33-4aa5-98aa-e420c58e8253&_phsrc=iKj5950&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/63220455?tid=189590466&pid=162459221356&queryId=197441f5-5b33-4aa5-98aa-e420c58e8253&_phsrc=iKj5950&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/7434933 
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Brother Charles John Gocher (1906-1964)  
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Elizabeth Dean at far left 
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Oakland CA 
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 Oakland CA 
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 Alameda CA 
 

 Oakland CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2721643 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2721643
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Honolulu HI 
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Charles’s wife Selma Ida Knutson Gocher - 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/azcentral/name/selma-gocher-obituary?id=26327136 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Francis Aloysius Gocher 
Name variations: Frank Gocher 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 249,971 
Entered service from:  San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Francis A. Gocher 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Elizabeth Gocher, 1009 Cabrille St., San Francisco CA 
Returned from war on: "Lapland" 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Francis A. Gocher 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Charles Gocher, 1009 Cabrillo Ave., San Francisco CA 
(pvt, 822nd Aero Sq) 
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World War I draft registration (1917):  as Francis Aloysius Gocher - b. 24 Mar 1892 Sydney, 
Australia; res: 1009 Cabrillo St., San Francisco CA. Single. “has declared his intention” to become 
a citizen; currently a citizen of Great Britain.  Rent car operator for self, 1009 Cabrillo St. Medium 
height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Francis Aloysius Gocher - b. 24 Mar 1892 Sydney, 
Australia; res: 2206 Greenwich St., San Francisco CA. NOK Mrs. C.K. Gocher, same address [his 
mother]. Employed by self, auto repair, 3333 Fillmore St., San Francisco CA. Card is signed Frank 
A. Gocher. Height: 5’7” – 160 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 22 Nov 1917 
Discharged 15 Feb 1919 
Address:  731 Faxon Ave., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit: private, Cas. Co. 4, Pres [Presidio] of San Francisco CA 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  24 Mar 1892 Sydney, City of Sydney, New South Wales, Australia  
Died: 22 May 1984 Sonoma Co. CA   
Find A Grave record: 703540, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location: San Bruno, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery: Golden Gate National 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Charles King Gocher, 24 Feb 1853 Saint Matthews, Ipswich, Suffolk, England – 29 Jun 1941 
Fairfax, Marin Co. CA.  
Son of Charles Gocher & Louisa King. 
In Dec 1902, Charles, a resident of San Leandro CA initiates legal action to change his name from 
“Charles King” to “Charles King Gocher,” his original name. He said he had dropped the Gocher 
because it was mispronounced but now, due to pressure from relatives and the chance of an 
inheritance in his native England, he wished to return to the surname Gocher. He said he was a 
recent arrival from Australia to California. Unfortunately, the numerous articles did not indicate 
what the mispronunciation or correct pronunciation sounded like. His brother is Oscar Gocher. 
In the 1910 census, he indicates his marriage to Elizabeth is his 2nd marriage.  
In the 1920 census, Charles and his wife Elizabeth reside in separate households in San Francisco 
CA – she with children Francis, Veronica and Charles John - and he with a 20-year-old female 
boarder. 
In the 1930 census for Berkeley, Alameda CA, Charles K. Gocher (77), the proprietor of a retail 
grocery, resides with wife Elizabeth L. (age 56) & son Charles J. (age 23). 
Death notice: “Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Wednesday, 2 Jul 1941 p 12 – three months almost to 
the day since Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Gocher celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, Charles died 
Sunday at his home in Fairfax CA. 
Buried in Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery, San Rafael, Marin CA. 
Find A Grave: 111727189 
 
Mother:  Elizabeth Louise / Louise Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) Wahl Gocher, 4 Sep 1875 Evansville, 
Vanderburgh IN [but baptized Elisabetha on 1 Jan 1875 St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 
Evansville, Vanderburgh IN] – 6 Mar 1944 Marin Co. CA.  
Daughter of Georg/George Wahl & Elisabetha Etthel/Ettel.  



74 
 

 

Buried in Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery, San Rafael, Marin CA. 
Find A Grave: 111727190 
Parents’ marriage: 1891 (likely in March) - celebrating their 50th anniversary three months before 29 
Jun 1941 
 
Spouse:  Josephine DiBene Gocher, 8 Feb 1893 CA – 23 May 1947 San Francisco, San Francisco 
CA.  
Daughter of Narciso DiBene (1863 Italy – 1915 CA, F: 88387156) & Angelina/Angeline Olivieri (d. 
1953 CA, F: 110079278).  
Buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 107319521 
Marriage: obtained a marriage license in San Francisco, San Francisco CA in Aug 1921. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Francis was the oldest child. 

• Mary Gertrude Gocher Lyerly Dexter, 30 Jul 1893 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia – 6 
Mar 1972 Fresno Co. CA. - Mary Gertrude Gocher, age 21, b. Australia, daughter of Charles 
Gocher (England) & Elizabeth Wahl (IN), married 12 Sep 1914 in San Francisco, San 
Francisco CA to Charles Lee Lyerly, age 36, b. MS, manager, son of E.A. Lyerly (MS) & 
Virginia Taylor (MS). He had previously married Fay W. Reddick on 18 Sep 1895 in KY & 
appears to be the son of Ezra Alexander Lylerly (1940-1882, F: 28767655).  Mary Gertrude 
filed for divorce in Apr 1916 in San Francisco CA which was granted 7 Sep 1916.- Wife of 
James Frank Dexter (b. 1891) They had married by the time of the 1920 census, conducted 
10 Jan 1920, in which they live on 4th Avenue: James F. Dexter (29 CA, parents b. CA, 
railroad engineer), Mary (24 Australia, father b. England, mother b. IN) & daughter Lorraine 
(1 year 1 month CA). Mary said she had emigrated in 1912 & was naturalized..-  As Mary 
Gocher Dexter, resident of Fresno CA in Aug 1963. - Buried in St. Peters Catholic Cemetery, 
Fresno, Fresno CA. F: 84488741  

• Theresa Elizabeth Gocher Worthington, 24 Jan1895 Sydney, New South Wales, Australia – 
28 Nov 1978 San Francisco, San Francisco CA.  Resident of San Francisco CA in Aug 1963. - 
Wife of John Dunum Worthington, born 15 (WWI draft) or 16 (Find A Grave0 Jul 1892 either in 
PA (WWII draft, census) or Leicester, England (WWI draft). The couple obtained a marriage 
license on 9 Apr 1917 in San Francisco, San Francisco CA. John was age 26 & Theresa age 
22.  – In the 1930 census for Palo Alto, Santa Clara CA, conducted 10 Apr 1930, John D. 
Worthington (39 England, parents b. PA) lived at 826 Lincoln Ave. with wife Theresa E. (35 
Australia, father b. England, mother b. IN) & son Sydney G. (12 CA). John had emigrated in 
1893 & was naturalized. His job was a department manager for the telephone company. – In 
1940, John Worthington (49 PA) was a telephone clerk, living in San Francisco, San 
Francisco CA with wife Theresa (45 Australia) & son Sidney (22 CA). The census was 
conducted 25 Apr 1940; they lived at 4808 Fulton. – In the 1950 census for San Francisco, 
San Francisco CA, conducted 3 Apr 1950, John D. Worthington (64 PA, supervisor, 
telephone company) lived with wife Theresa E. (50 Australia) at 401 Font. - John is found 
several times as an employee of Pacific Telephone & Telegraph. John died 26 Jul 1971 in 
San Francisco, San Francisco CA. – Theresa’s son Sidney/Sydney Gocher Worthington was 
born 31 Jan 1918 in Hollister, San Benito CA & died 9 Jun 1983 in Santa Clara Co. CA. 
Theresa died of breast cancer at Kaiser Foundation Hospital. - Buried in Woodlawn 
Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. Not on Find A Grave as of 19 Jan 2026. 
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• Veronica Cecilia Josephine (“Vera”) Gocher Gocher Turney, 8 Jun 1897 Newton, New South 
Wales, Australia – 4 Aug 1963 San Rafael, Marin CA. - Married on 7 Feb 1922 at St. Joseph’s 
Rectory in Berkeley CA by pastor Thomas J. Brennan, in Alameda Co. CA to Dr. Thomas 
Edmund Peachey Gocher (1891-1947, F: 21793603). Marriage license: Veronica Cecilia 
Gocher, age 23, b. Australia, daughter of C. Gocher (England) & Elizabeth Wall (IN) and 
Thomas E.P. Gocher, age 30, b. Canada, physician & surgeon, son of W.H. Gocher & 
Elizabeth Pechey, both born England. Thomas & Veronica were residents of Berkeley CA. 
The witness was Charles Gocher, 1703 Grant St. [presumably her brother]. Birthplace of 
Thomas reported as Manitoba, Canada, or Souris, Prince Edward Island, Canada. Attended 
high school in WA. Naturalized 30 Dec 1923 in San Francisco CA. - Thomas’s obituary “San 
Francisco Examiner” 23 Jun 1947 p 17 – Died in San Rafael CA on 22 Jun 1947: Dr. Thomas 
E.P. Gocher, survived by wife Vera, son Crawford, b. Manitoba, Canada, burial in Mount 
Olivet). – Between the 1940 census (as Vera Gocher) & the 1950 census (Vera Turney), she 
married Delmar Ray Turney (7 Oct 1896 PA – 16 Sep 1961 CA, F: 106949626). – Obituary: 
“San Rafael (CA) Daily Independent Journal” 5 Aug 1963 p 4 – Vera Cecilia Turney, 66, of 201 
Mountain View Ave., San Rafael CA died unexpectedly yesterday at a local hospital after a 
brief illness. She was ill in bed at her home & was taken to the hospital where she died. Born 
Sydney, Australia. Resident of Marin Co. CA for 32 years & in CA for 61 years. Widow of 
Delmar R. Turney, owner of Shields Appliance Co; Delmar died Sep 1961. Member St. 
Raphael’s Catholic Church. Survived by a son & 3 sisters: Mrs. Mary Dexter (Fresno CA), 
Mrs. Theresa Worthington (San Francisco) & Mrs. Aileen Trine (Santa Rosa CA) & 2 brothers: 
Frank Gocher (Fresno CA) & Charles Gocher (Glendale CA). Requiem High Mass on 6 Aug 
with burial in Mount Olivet. – According to her petition for citizenship, filed in US District 
Court in San Francisco CA on 15 Dec 1930, Veronica was a resident of 520 – 22nd Ave., San 
Francisco CA. She was born in Sydney, Australia, 8 Jun 1899. Her father was naturalized 11 
Oct 1887 but she was “omitted pursuant to the Act of Sept. 22, 1922 as amended 7/8/30. 
She had married Thomas Gocher on 7 Feb 1922 in Berkeley CA. Thomas was born in Souris, 
Canada. He was naturalized 3 Feb 1930. He entered the US at San Francisco CA on 23 Dec 
1923. Her last residence abroad was in Vancouver, Canada. She had entered the US at San 
Francisco CA in May 1900 via “Ventura.” Her siblings – Elizabeth & Frances – were her 
witnesses. - Buried in Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery, San Rafael, Marin CA as Vera C. 
Gocher, sharing a tombstone with her husband Dr. Thomas Gocher (F: 21793603) & son 
Crawford Gocher (1928-1969, 21793496). F: 106949627 

• Winifred Ursula Aileen Gocher Mohr Feiss Trine, 27 Jun 1900 Sydney, New South Wales, 
Australia – 27 Jul 1983 Sonoma Co. CA. – Known as Aileen. - Married to Hal Mohr (Harold 
Leon Mohr, 1894-1974, F: 1576), with whom she had 3 children: Michael, Aileen & Joan. 
According to Hal’s Wikipedia entry, they married in 1919. This entry claims that Aileen’s 
surname could also be found as Gosher or Jescher.  – but their son Mohr, the son of Michael 
Mohr & Rosalia Remarque, was a motion picture cinematographer, who for 40 years was 
one of Hollywood’s most innovative cameramen. In 1927 he filmed the first talking movie, 
“The Jazz Singer.” He won 2 Academy Awards, in 1935 & 1943. When he failed to receive an 
Oscar nomination in 1935 for filming “A Midsummer’s Night Dream,” he became the only 
write-in winner (a practice later barred in 1937). Hal married an actress known as Claire 
Delmar in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA on 16 Aug 1926. Her real name was Clara Eloise 
Loerch (1898-1959); when Hal & Clara married, her surname was Swanner. They divorced in 
Dec 1934. Hal was married to actress Evelyn Venable (1913-1993) from 7 Dec 1934 
(married in Yuma Co. AZ) to his death. – Married circa 1937 to Fred Feiss (Feeso, Fuss, 31 
Mar 1888 WV – 15 Mar 1959 CA, F: 14591331); Winifred is listed with him in 1940 census, 
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when the family resided in Santa Rosa, Sonoma CA, conducted 9 Apr 1940. Fred Feiss, 41 
WV, was the superintendent of CCC camps, soil conservation. In the household were his 
wife Ileene (39 Australia) & 3 stepchildren: Michael Mohr (19 CA), Ileene (17 CA) & Jean [i.e. 
Joan] (16 CA). Was listed as Mrs. Fred Feiss in her mother’s Mar 1944 obituary. – As Aileen 
G. Feiss, married Harold William Trine (2 Aug 1896 CA – 29 Feb 1984) in Carson City NV on 
29 Jul 1947. - Aileen’s son was Michael King Gocher Mohr (1921-2018, F: 195439936). He 
was wounded on Guadalcanal in WWII; the newspaper report names him as “Michael 
Gocher.” Her daughter was Joan Gocher Mohr Allen (1924-2013, F: 140556757). Her 
daughter Aileen Mohr married Eugene A. Hannis in NV on 28 Aug 1941 & Carson H. Mitchell 
on 17 Dec 1961 in Monterey Co. CA. - Resident of Santa Rosa CA in Aug 1963. Buried with 
surname Trine in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Santa Rosa, Sonoma CA. F: 133742480 

• Charles John Gocher, 26 Jun 1906 San Leandro, Alameda CA – 1 Feb 1964 Los Angeles Co. 
CA.– Married Elizabeth C. Dean (1908 IL – 1969 CA), daughter of Charles Watts Dean & 
Elizabeth Frishe/Frische. They obtained a marriage license in Reno, Washoe NV in Mar 1931 
as residents of Berkeley CA. She filed for divorce in San Francisco CA in Apr 1939 which 
was granted 16 Jun 1940 in Oakland CA. She married Leonard De Requesens Ver 
Mehr/Vermehr (1903-1974) & died as Elizabeth Vermehr. Her obituary: “Oakland (CA) 
Tribune” 8 Jun 1969 p 40 which notes she is the sister of General William Dean. SSN 549-
24-8768. - General William Frishe Dean Sr. (1899 IL – 1981 CA) won the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for his service in the Korean War & was the highest-ranking US officer 
captured by the North Koreans. He came home to a ticker-tape parade in NYC in 1953 & 
served as the grand marshal of the Pasadena CA Tournament of Roses parade on 1 Jan 
1954. Biography at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_F._Dean - his Wikipedia entry 
mentions his younger sister, Elizabeth  - Husband of Gertrude Nukerck Ruggles (b. 1908 MT 
- 1987), who was earlier married on Easter Sunday (8 Apr) 1928 to Kenney Paul Trenery 
(1905-1963) & later married (in 1949) to Ernest Collins. Charles married Mrs. Gertrude R. 
Trenery on 14 Sep 1940 in San Francisco CA. They were listed as a married couple on his 
1942 WWII draft card. Gertrude’s Find A Grave 32100900 – Married Selma Ida Knutson 
(1914 ND – 2006 AZ); their son was born 12 Nov 1952. - Selma’s obituary: “Arizona 
Republic” (Phoenix AZ) 7 Mar 2006 p 20 – photo – died 27 Feb 2006, b. 14 Jul 1915.  – The 
“Honolulu (HI) Advertiser” of 9 May 1948 p 2 had a photograph of his wife & stepdaughter 
Phyllis Trenery returning from a visit to Charles, who had been working for the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service in Manila, Philippines, since Aug 1947.  - Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial 
Park, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. F: 85409343 

 
Notes: 
 
Emigrated from Australia in 1902, according to the 1920 census, or in 1904 (1930 census). Francis 
(and his sister Veronica) said they had arrived on the “Ventura” in San Francisco CA on 1 May 1902. 
Francis is found in the Oakland CA newspaper in May 1903. In his sister Vera’s 1963 obituary, it 
reported she had lived in CA for 61 years [i.e. ca. 1902] 
 
Their voyage to the US: 
“Hawaiian Star” (Honolulu, Hawaiian Territory) 7 May 1902 p 2 – arriving passengers on the SS 
“Ventura” on 6 May from Sydney to Honolulu were Mr. & Mrs. C.K. Gocher & 5 children. [Their 
youngest child, Charles, is born in CA.] 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_F._Dean
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” 9 May 1903 p 21 – Francis Gocher of David St. fell off his wheel yesterday & 
broke his arm. [presumably his bicycle] 
 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” 8 Sep 1904 p 8 – Master Francis Gocher, who has been ill for some time, is 
very much improved. 
 
Francis Aloysius Gocher (this version used twice on form, but appears as Francis Alosius Gocher 
on the top line) filed a petition for naturalization on 22 Jan 1919 in US District Court, Northern 
District of CA, San Francisco CA. He was a soldier at the Presidio, San Francisco CA. Francis was 
born 24 Mar 1892 in Sydney, Australia. He was not married. 
“This petition is filed under the provisions of the act of Congress approved May 9, 1919 (Public No. 
144)” [This petition provided for automatic citizenship if the petitioner had served in the US 
military.] 
Francis said he had arrived in the US on 1 May 1902 in CA & had resided in CA since then. His 
witnesses were 1st Lt. Charles C. Strech & 2nd Lt. Harold M. Warren.  
Francis took the oath of citizenship on 4 Feb 1919. His certificate of naturalization was #1146061. 
 
Wartime: 
 
One of the lifeboat survivors who landed on the isle of Islay, Scotland 
 
“Dayton (OH) Daily News” 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – Rescued: Francis A. Gocher, 1009 Gabrielle St., San 
Francisco CA 
 
"San Francisco Chronicle" 11 Feb 1918 p 2 - his mother got news he was safe on 10 Feb  
 
"Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette" 14 Feb 1918 p 2 - 8 Americans still on the Scottish coast [i.e. Islay] 
too ill to leave, "some of them still dazed by their experience" - 1 of them was F.A. Gocher. The men 
are quartered in nearby farmhouses & village hotels. 
 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” 26 Nov 1918 p 6 – on the casualty list, “wounded severely”: Pvt. Francis A. 
Gocher, 1009 Gabrielle St., San Francisco  
 
Post-war: 
 
1921 San Francisco CA city directory – Francis’s future wife & family 
DiBene: 
Alice, branch manager, Dairy Deliver Co., 32 Grattan 
Angelina (widow) 32 Grattan 
Josephine, clerk, 32 Grattan 
Victor, hoseman, San Francisco Fire Department, 32 Grattan 
 
“San Francisco Recorder” 9 May 1923 p 5 – Copartnerships: filed 8 May 1923, #7700, Francis A. 
Gocher as Sixth & Folsom Sts. Garage, at 1020 Folsom St. 
 
1929 San Francisco CA city directory 
Gocher 
Frank A. (Josephine), garage at 2169 Filbert, home at 2206 Greenwich 
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Thomas E.P., physician, Aetna Life Insurance Co. Med. Unit No. 2, home at 620 – 22nd Ave. [Dr. 
Gocher marries Frank’s sister Vera Gocher] 
 
“San Francisco Examiner” 12 Jul 1935 p 13 – The Marina Post of the [line missing, this is the 
American Legion] elected Frank Gocher as its historian. 
 
“San Francisco Examiner” 14 Jul 1935 p 55 – the county council elected delegates from the Marina 
Post of the American Legion. Frank Gocher is 1 of the members representing the post who will 
attend the convention at Fresno CA. 
 
“San Rafael (CA) Daily Independent Journal” 26 May 1971 p 10 – an elderly San Rafael men is in 
serious condition today in the heart unit of Marin General Hospital after being struck by a car on 24 
May. Frank A. Gocher, age 79, of 111 Clayton Street, was injured when he was crossing 3rd St. in 
San Francisco at 2:30 p.,m. when he was hit by a car driven by 19-year-old Marte J. Bassi, which 
was turning onto E Street from 3rd. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 553-44-6804 
 
Censuses: 
 
Emigrated from Australia after the 1900 census. 
 
1910 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 6th St. – conducted 28 Apr 1910 
Charles K. GROCHER, 57 England, parents b. England, in his 2nd marriage, emigrated 1881, 
naturalized, married 19 years, keeper, hotel 
Elizabeth L., 36 IN, parents b. Germany, in her 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Francis A., 18 Australia, clerk, office 
Mary G., 16 Australia, tailoress, shop 
Theresa E., 15 Australia 
Veronica C., 12 Australia 
Winifred W., 9 Australia 
Charles W., 3 CA 
& Charles King Gocher’s brother: 
Oscar Gocher, 48 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1882, papers filed, clerk, office 
 
1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Cabrillo St.- conducted 7? 9? Jan 1920 – Francis, his 
mother & 2 siblings 
Elizabeth Gocher, 44 IN, father b. Germany, mother b. France, married, emigrated 1899 [head of 
household] 
Francis A., 27 Australia, owner of hotel, emigrated 1902, naturalized 1919 
Veronica, 22 Australia, emigrated 1902, naturalized [no date] 
Charles J., 13 CA 
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1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 1737 O’Farrell - his father, living separately, who has a 20-
year-old female roomer 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/5726083?tid=189590466&pid=16245
9221444&queryId=f4bade91-100e-47b6-b377-
b90c9a3035f4&_phsrc=iKj5890&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Chas. K. Gocher, 66 England, parents b. England, married, emigrated 1879, papers filed 1905, clerk 
& manager, hotel 
Marie Foure (spelling?), 20 LA, father b. LA, mother b. Mexico, single, saleslady, dry goods 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 2206 Greenwich St.- conducted 5 Apr 1930 
Francis H. Gocher, 38 Australia, father b. England, mother b. KY, emigrated 1904, age 38 [? difficult 
to read] at 1st marriage, manager, public garage, WWI veteran 
Josephine C., 37 CA, parents b. Italy, age 27 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 2206 Greenwich – same house in 1935 – conducted 10 Apr 
1940 
Frank A. Gocher, 48 Australia, naturalized, engineer, automobile repair 
Josephine, 47 CA 
 
1940 Fairfax, Marin CA – his parents, brother Charles & uncle Oscar – in same house in 1935 except 
for son Charles – conducted 9 Apr 1940 
Charles K. Gocher, 87 Great Britain 
Elizabeth L., 66 IN [wife] 
Chas. John, 33 CA, divorced, salesman, automobiles [son] – living in Berkeley CA in 1935 [son] 
Oscar, 78 Great Britain, single [brother] 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 2206 Steiner – conducted 14 Jun 1950 
Frank Gocher, 55 CA, widowed, mechanic, garage 
 


