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TUSCANIA 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Geyer, William Orville 

1896 IA – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
   

  
William Orville Geyer – Tablets of the Missing – Find A Grave 56503369 

 

 
William Orville Geyer memorial – Find A Grave 188961891 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-
X6X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ55J-

R8ZM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X6X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ55J-R8ZM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X6X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ55J-R8ZM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X6X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ55J-R8ZM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/21754925?tid=42666862&pi
d=340195594877&queryId=4967c9c6-b4fd-4972-aeb8-

67e54594d963&_phsrc=iKj5082&_phstart=successSource 
WWI draft registration 25 May 1917 – Orvil? Oriel? 
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US, American Expeditionary Forces Deaths, 1917-1919 - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K924-

3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-
CM64&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61441/records/452137636 
William’s birth record in Pottawattamie Co. IA – box #2 is supposed to indicate sex of child, 

which indicates M (male) – but the Chester M. portion in that box would appear to be 
misplaced & meant for the Bishop birth entry below his 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K924-3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-CM64&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K924-3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-CM64&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K924-3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-CM64&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en
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Life 
 

 

 Richmond VA 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivor,_Virginia 
 
 



6 
 

 

  
Richmond VA 

 
 

 

Here spelled DEYER as on the passenger list -  
Des Moines IA & in several other newspapers  
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List continues – Lincoln NE -  
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List continues – Richmond VA -  
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Father 
 

  
Lincoln NE 
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Lincoln NE 

 

  
York NE 
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Living in Macedonia IA in Nov 1895 – son William is born there Jun 1896 – Waterloo IA – list 

continues 
 

  
Council Bluffs IA 
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Council Bluffs IA 

 

 

  
Richmond VA – manager of the Norfolk & Western Railway farm 
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Roanoke VA 
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Portsmouth VA 
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Richmond VA 
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 Roanoke VA 
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Roanoke VA – Sidney May Geyer likely pictured as “manager” in top right photo 

 

  
West Point VA 
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https://www.ebay.com/itm/297736126182 – card dating from 1910 – former manager 
Sidney M. Geyer died 1946 

 

 
As can be seen from newspaper articles, the Norfolk & Western Railway experimental farm 

was in operation by 1907 - https://www.virginiaroom.org/digital/document/HNWR177 - 
from the collections of the Roanoke VA Public Library 

https://www.virginiaroom.org/digital/document/HNWR177
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/4326721897/rare-antique-post-card-the-norfolk-and 

https://www.etsy.com/listing/4326721897/rare-antique-post-card-the-norfolk-and


23 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9278/records/2179934 
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Mother 
 

 

 Seward NE 
 

 

 Council Bluffs IA 
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Richmond VA 

 

  
Richmond VA 

 

 

 Richmond VA 
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Siblings 
 

  
 

Sister Nell May Geyer Reeson (1894-1928) – Omaha NE 
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  Omaha NE 
 

  Omaha NE 
Her younger sister is Gwendolyn (here named “Gwine”) and her younger brother is William (here 

named “Mahlon”) 
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Waterloo IA 
 

  
Norfolk VA –  
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 Richmond VA 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/42666862/person/340195594874/facts 

 



30 
 

 

  
Richmond VA 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006073_0116-
00340?pId=581346 
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Richmond VA 

Sister Gwendolyn Purinton Geyer Trueheart (1894-1986) –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006051_0274-
00260?pId=1132504 

 
 

 

Brother Joseph Riley Geyer (1907/1908-1963) – Richmond VA  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9278/records/1100461?tid=&pid=&queryId=12d86
7d3-0682-4be6-9d2c-44800a2842ab&_phsrc=iKj5074&_phstart=successSource 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_State_Colony_for_Epileptics_and_Feebleminded 

 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
Name: William Orville Geyer 
Name variations:  William Orvil Geyer – William Oriel Geyer (Veterans Administration Military Index) 
– William O. Deyer – William O. Beyer – William Oriel Geyer 
His sister Nell refers to him as Mahlon in a 1903 newspaper article – an Ancestry.com record lists 
him as Mahlon William Orville Geyer. The 1900 census records him as Mahlon Geyer.  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 15th Squad - private 
Serial number:  serial numbers were not assigned to Army enlisted men until after the sinking of the 
Tuscania showed their value, so William did not have one 
Entered service from: Blackstone VA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William O. DEYER 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Sidney O. Deyer (sic/Geyer), Blackstine VA 
Missing in action – body not recovered 
World War I draft registration (1917): as William Orvil Geyer - b. 1 Jun 1896 Macedonia IA; res: 
Blackstone, Nodaway VA. Munition worker, E.I. DuPont-DeNemours & Co, Hopewell Plant. 
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Single. Claim exemption from draft?: “no – munition worker.” Tall & stout. Registered early 
[25 May 1917] before the national registration day of 5 Jun 1917.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as William Oriel Geyer 
Born 1 Jun 1896 
Enlisted 30 Jul 1917 
Discharged 5 Feb 1918 
Died 6 Feb 1918 
Address: Blackstone VA 
Rank/unit: private, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Jun 1896 Macedonia, Pottawattamie IA  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania - missing in action - name on plaque - from VA   
William has 2 Find A Grave records: 
Find A Grave record: 56503369, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
As of 4 Jan 2026, this record claimed William was born in Macedonia, Accomack VA. 
Newspaper articles show his parents resided in Macedonia, Pottawattamie IA in the 
months preceding & following William’s birth. They moved to Ivor, Southampton VA by 
1907.   
Burial location: Brookwood, Woking Borough, Surrey, England 
Cemetery:  Brookwood American Military 
Tombstone: missing in action: plaque: Pvt 100th Aero Squadron Virginia 
 
Find A Grave record: 188961891, presence on Tuscania noted in flower   
Burial location: Blackstone, Nottoway VA 
Cemetery: Lakeview 
Tombstone: memorial stone in family plot: Pvt, US Army, WWI 
 
Father:  Sidney May Geyer, 10 Jan 1868 Lewistown, Fulton IL – 9 Mar 1946 Blackstone, Nottoway 
Co. VA.  
Son of Dudley R. Geyer & Mary Susan May.  
Was a farmer in Nebraska, then a creamery employee/buttermaker, then manager of the Norfolk & 
Western Railway experimental farm (by 1907) near Ivor, Southampton VA.  
Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Blackstone, Nottoway VA. 
Find A Grave: 188961767 
 
Mother:  Sara Elizabeth Purinton Geyer, 26 Dec 1867 Hartford, Hartford CT – 12 Dec 1956 Bon Air, 
Chesterfield VA.  
In the 1870 & 1870 censuses: daughter of Joseph T. & Jennie E. Purinton.  
Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Blackstone, Nottoway VA.  
Find A Grave: 73226383 
Parents’ marriage: 13 Sep 1891 Seward, Seward NE 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
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Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: William was the 3rd of 4 children. 

• Nell May Geyer Reeson (Reason/Reasser/Reassen), 13 Sep 1894 (also found as Sep 1892 in 
1900 census & 13 Sep 1893 on her VA death record] Seward, Seward NE – 28 Feb 1928 
Spring Grove, Surry VA. - Wife of Claude Willis Reeson (1881-1938, F: 157188718) whom 
she married (with name Rison) on 5 Nov 1912 in Waverly, Sussex VA. - Her VA death 
certificate lists her name as Nell May Reasser (or Reassen?], d. 28 Feb 1928 in Spring 
Grove, Surry VA of pulmonary tuberculosis at age 35 years, 5 months, 15 days. Was in the 
Catawba Sanatorium in 1927; had disease for 2 years. Born Seward NE 13 Sep 1893. 
Husband C.W. Reason. Daughter of Sidney M. Geyer (b. Cuba IL) & Sarah Purinton (b. 
Newinton CT).- Buried in Claremont Cemetery, Claremont, Surry VA. F: 38026966 

• Gwendolyn Purinton Geyer Trueheart, 8 Apr 1894 NE – 10 Oct 1986 Farmville, Prince 
Edward Co. VA. – First name sometimes found as Gwendoline. - Wife of Harry Parker 
Trueheart (1884-1940, F: 107236423) whom she married 5 Jan 1916 in Nottoway Co. VA. - 
She was appointed postmaster of Brandon, Prince George Co. VA on 21 Sep 1940. - Buried 
in Westhampton Memorial Park & Cremation Park, Tuckahoe, Henrico VA. F: 107236388 

• Joseph Riley (Joe) Geyer, 1908 [on tombstone] but 26 Nov 1907 VA on VA death certificate– 
29 Dec 1963 Colony, Amherst VA. – Joseph lived with his parents in 1910 through 1950 
censuses & did not have an occupation listed in any of them. In the 1950 census, he was 
listed as “unable to work.” – He died of pneumonia in the Lynchburg Training School & 
Hospital, which had various names over the years, but was a home for the “feeble-minded” 
and epileptics. - Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Blackstone, Nottoway VA. F: 73226384 

 
Notes: 
 
His namesake: 
“Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” 19 Aug 1946 p 13 – Barbara Jean Adams, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
Berkley Serene Adams of “Red Oak,” is engaged to William Geyer Trueheart, son of Mrs. Harry 
Parker Trueheart [William Orville Geyer’s sister Gwendolyn] & the late Mr. Trueheart. [William Geyer 
Trueheart, 1926-2002] 
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” 8 Jan 1911 p 9 – Miss Gwen Geyer & William Geyer have returned 
from Roanoke where they spent the holidays.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” 29 Jul 1917 p 7 – Among those who enlisted at the Army recruiting 
station on Broad Street yesterday was William O. Geyer of Blackstone VA. 
 
“Daily Gate City & Constitution-Democrat” (Keokuk IA) 26 Feb 1918 p 1 – the War Department 
announced 61 more casualties of the Tuscania, previously reported as unidentified or missing in 
action. The list includes William O. Geyer, whose name appears as Deyer on the passenger list. 
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“Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” 30 May 1918 p 1 – “Many Virginians Have Died in Country’s 
Service” – a tragically long list considering the short time the US has been in the war. Includes the 
name of William O. Geyer of Blackstone VA. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Fairfield, Buena Vista IA - conducted 
Sidney Gyer, 32 IL, Jan 1868, married 8 years [can also be read as Geyer] [no occupation] 
Sarah T., 32 CT, Dec 1867, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Nell M., NE, 7 Sep 1892, at school 
Gwendoline P., 6 NE, Apr 1894, at school 
Mahlon O., 4 IA, Jun 1896 [this is William Orville – can also be interpreted as something like 
“Wallow” or “Mahlow”] 
 
 
1910 Ivor, Southampton VA - conducted 
Sydney M. Geyer, 42 IL, parents b. IL, married 18 years, in 1st marriage, [occupation either erased or 
illegible] 
Sarah E., 42 CT, parents b. CT 
Nell M., 17 NE 
Winburn R. Geyer, 16 NE [Gwendolyn] 
William M., 13 IA [William Orville] 
Joseph B., 2 VA 
& 3 male boarders 
 
1920 William has died in WWI aboard Tuscania in 1918 
 
1920 Bellefonte, Nottaway VA – Pilnersley Rd. - conducted 13 Jan 1920 – the 3 Geyer entries are on 
line 18-20. The handwriting is very sloppy on this form. 
Sidney W. Geyer, 52 IL, parents b. IL, carpenter, general work 
Sora, 52 CT, father b. CT, mother b. MA 
Joseph N., 16 VA 
 
1930 Bellefonte, Nottoway VA – conducted 28 Apr 1930 
Sydney Geyer, 62 IL, parents b. NC, orchardist, fruit farm 
Sarah, 62 CT, father b. CT, mother b. MA 
Joe, 21 VA, single 
& cousin Mary G. Bolton, 61 IL, single, father b. England, mother b. IL 
& boarder Grace Jennigan, 24 NC, single, father b. NC, mother b. SC, nurse, private practice 
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1940 Bellefonte, Nottoway VA – same house in 1935 - conducted 18/19 Apr 1940 
Sidney Geyer, 72 IL, plumber 
Sarah, 72 CT 
Joe, 27 VA, single 
[in error, Joe’s occupation is indexed as “mail carrier, RFD” but on the original form, this is crossed 
through & re-entered as the occupation of the man (Mr. Branch Powell) on the line following Joe’s. ] 
 
1950 Bellefonte, Nottoway VA – conducted 8 May 1950 
Sarah L. HEYER [but can be read GEYER], 82 CT, widow 
Joseph R. Geyer, 42 VA, never married, unable to work [son] 
Gwendolyn Trueheart, 56 NE, widow [daughter] 


