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TUSCANIA 

 
 

One of the Spooner WI boys 
Davis, William Henry 

1893 KS – 1929 WI 
 

 
 

William Henry Davis - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/58f30426-ebc3-4840-b236-

3c0a7d8fe4a4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/58f30426-ebc3-4840-b236-3c0a7d8fe4a4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/58f30426-ebc3-4840-b236-3c0a7d8fe4a4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/58f30426-ebc3-4840-b236-3c0a7d8fe4a4


2 
 

 
 

Superior WI - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/1240549426/ 

 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/1240549426/
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William Henry Davis, “Spooner (WI) Advocate” 15 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 

 
At age 4 -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/15e7bad4-fbac-45b5-bcc6-
dbc0f1ba1deb 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/15e7bad4-fbac-45b5-bcc6-dbc0f1ba1deb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/15e7bad4-fbac-45b5-bcc6-dbc0f1ba1deb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/15e7bad4-fbac-45b5-bcc6-dbc0f1ba1deb
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Veterans Administration Master Index – 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-

WDDH?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQR7R-
N42M&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_03

50-01391?pId=640351 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_0350-01391?pId=640351
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_0350-01391?pId=640351
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William’s tombstone in Earl Cemetery, Washburn County - 
William’s grave can be found by turning south from Highway 63 at Earl WI onto County 
Highway E, and after ¼ mile turning left at the cemetery entrance marked by two stone 

pillars. William’s grave is on the left of the entrance road, 10th row, 2nd grave from the road. 
FindAGrave Record #48088106 

http://findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=davis&GSfn=william&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=51&GScnt

ry=4&GSob=n&GSsr=41&GRid=48088106&df=all& 
 

 
Earl Cemetery – William’s grave on the left side of this entrance road 

 

http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=davis&GSfn=william&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=51&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GSsr=41&GRid=48088106&df=all&
http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=davis&GSfn=william&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=51&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GSsr=41&GRid=48088106&df=all&
http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=davis&GSfn=william&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=51&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GSsr=41&GRid=48088106&df=all&
http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=48088106&PIpi=25601131
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“O, Will!” Final line of poem is cut off on item loaded on Ancestry.com – it begins “And with 

Jesus … “ 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/4d29a64f-46b0-470a-a738-
762219dac845 

 

 

  
Rhinelander WI 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/4d29a64f-46b0-470a-a738-762219dac845
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/4d29a64f-46b0-470a-a738-762219dac845
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480393175/media/4d29a64f-46b0-470a-a738-762219dac845
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Life 
 

 

 Oshkosh WI 
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 excerpts 

Madison WI  
 
 
 

 
Wife 

 
From left: William’s wife Menila & his daughters Elnora & Lila  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/17055156/person/529311508/media/1c991c55-cc03-418f-b290-

74f325628481 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/529311508/media/1c991c55-cc03-418f-b290-74f325628481
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/529311508/media/1c991c55-cc03-418f-b290-74f325628481
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/529311508/media/1c991c55-cc03-418f-b290-74f325628481
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Menila at right with daughter Lila Davis - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/12522561/person/-240025430/media/8356b9cb-ac08-4ddb-
b01e-fcd8f80d6301?queryId=d49a5d7a-795d-49aa-bda1-

4dc28ee57944&searchContextTreeId=185563433&searchContextPersonId=11244656319
7&_phsrc=cPx40078&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12522561/person/-240025430/media/8356b9cb-ac08-4ddb-b01e-fcd8f80d6301?queryId=d49a5d7a-795d-49aa-bda1-4dc28ee57944&searchContextTreeId=185563433&searchContextPersonId=112446563197&_phsrc=cPx40078&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12522561/person/-240025430/media/8356b9cb-ac08-4ddb-b01e-fcd8f80d6301?queryId=d49a5d7a-795d-49aa-bda1-4dc28ee57944&searchContextTreeId=185563433&searchContextPersonId=112446563197&_phsrc=cPx40078&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12522561/person/-240025430/media/8356b9cb-ac08-4ddb-b01e-fcd8f80d6301?queryId=d49a5d7a-795d-49aa-bda1-4dc28ee57944&searchContextTreeId=185563433&searchContextPersonId=112446563197&_phsrc=cPx40078&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12522561/person/-240025430/media/8356b9cb-ac08-4ddb-b01e-fcd8f80d6301?queryId=d49a5d7a-795d-49aa-bda1-4dc28ee57944&searchContextTreeId=185563433&searchContextPersonId=112446563197&_phsrc=cPx40078&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12522561/person/-240025430/media/8356b9cb-ac08-4ddb-b01e-fcd8f80d6301?queryId=d49a5d7a-795d-49aa-bda1-4dc28ee57944&searchContextTreeId=185563433&searchContextPersonId=112446563197&_phsrc=cPx40078&_phstart=successSource
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IA birth record of the twin Gaynor daughters - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/61441_b1045599-

00204?pId=302260336 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8790/records/1621513?tid=185563433&pi

d=112446563197&queryId=cb7e62ee-2e75-4b15-9648-
7b1687af82da&_phsrc=cPx40095&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/61441_b1045599-00204?pId=302260336
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/61441_b1045599-00204?pId=302260336
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Widowed, Menila Gaynor Davis married Charles W. Hood 10 May 1931 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/185563433/person/112446563197/facts?_phsrc=cPx40071&_phstart=su

ccessSource 
 

 
Divorce from 3rd husband Ivah Deville Otis 11 Jun 1952 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/50085240?tid=185563433&
pid=112446563197&queryId=5239d675-1a5b-4eb2-9885-

bd7746038db3&_phsrc=cPx40076&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/185563433/person/112446563197/facts?_phsrc=cPx40071&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/185563433/person/112446563197/facts?_phsrc=cPx40071&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/185563433/person/112446563197/facts?_phsrc=cPx40071&_phstart=successSource
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 Waukesha WI 
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 Oconomowoc WI 
 

 Waukesha WI 
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Obituary of Menila’s 4th husband Walter S. Turner -  Waukesha WI 
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Oconomowoc WI 
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 Chippewa Falls WI 
 

 
Chippewa Falls WI – Ladysmith WI news 
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 Sioux City IA 
Menila’s twin sister Mary 
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Children: 
 
 

 
 

William and Menila’s daughter Lila Nellie Davis Risch (1921-2012) and husband Harold 
Albert Risch 

 

 
Lila Davis Risch’s grave, Crystal Lake Cemetery, Waupaca Co. WI – Find A Grave 

166490632 
 



20 
 

 
3 photos from Find A Grave 166490632 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/205360493 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/702001 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/205360493


22 
 

https://billiongraves.com/search/results?CollectionID=&CatalogID=&PageNumber=1&Pa
geSize=20&GivenNames=harold&GivenNamesExact=false&MaidenName=&MaidenName
Exact=false&FamilyName=risch&FamilyNameExact=false&EventBirthYear=&EventBirthYe
arRange=5&EventDeathYear=2000&EventDeathYearRange=5&MilitaryConflict=&MilitaryBr

anch=&MilitaryRank=&YearRange=&ID=f3427535-cac0-496d-b9e0-
a8a541cfdee2&AMPLabel=HomePageSearch&AMPValue=HomePage&given_names=haro

ld&family_names=risch 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/199056830?tid=185563433&

pid=112449006938&queryId=093395ea-347f-42af-b65a-
93b12839e605&_phsrc=cPx40085&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/199056830?tid=185563433&pid=112449006938&queryId=093395ea-347f-42af-b65a-93b12839e605&_phsrc=cPx40085&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/199056830?tid=185563433&pid=112449006938&queryId=093395ea-347f-42af-b65a-93b12839e605&_phsrc=cPx40085&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/199056830?tid=185563433&pid=112449006938&queryId=093395ea-347f-42af-b65a-93b12839e605&_phsrc=cPx40085&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/27525605 
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 St. Petersburg FL 
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 Tampa FL 
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27 
 

 
 

 

 
Daughter Elnora Grace Davis Hurley (1926-2012) - 

https://www.arkansasonline.com/obituaries/2012/dec/31/elnora-hurley-2012-12-31/ 
 

https://www.arkansasonline.com/obituaries/2012/dec/31/elnora-hurley-2012-12-31/
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https://www.heberspringsfuneralhome.com/obituary/Wendell-Hurley 
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Father: 
 

 
 

Frederick William Gleason Davis - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433916/media/cb643930-2a11-4bcf-8ae4-

cd9447d11254 
 

 

  The wedding photo of William’s parents, Fred and Armada, 1884 

 

 
From Edith’s Find A Grave record 78416901 – Duluth MN 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433916/media/cb643930-2a11-4bcf-8ae4-cd9447d11254
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433916/media/cb643930-2a11-4bcf-8ae4-cd9447d11254
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433916/media/cb643930-2a11-4bcf-8ae4-cd9447d11254
http://trees.ancestry.com/pt/ViewPhoto.aspx?tid=70114773&pid=36214126591&iid=97e673e4-07d1-4650-ba64-8d6c8ac466ec&src=search
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Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60284/records/3284547 
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Siblings: 
 
 

 
Child #1 - sister Laura Ann Elizabeth Davis Larson (1885-1950) – Duluth MN 
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Sister Laura - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433918/media/9c27f1cc-f80a-4098-971e-
23a3037c1d4a 
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Laura’s birth - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00192-
00798?pId=92152073 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00192-00798?pId=92152073
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00192-00798?pId=92152073
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#2 - brother John Milton Davis (1887-1973) – Find A Grave 16359956 
 

 
John & Minnie (Belden) Davis’s 50th wedding anniversary - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82519326/person/100067690143/media/f3efe426-a239-420a-b193-
e6b323ed873a 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/100067690143/media/f3efe426-a239-420a-b193-e6b323ed873a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/100067690143/media/f3efe426-a239-420a-b193-e6b323ed873a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/100067690143/media/f3efe426-a239-420a-b193-e6b323ed873a
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/6683383?tid=82519326&pid
=42463433919&queryId=d86026cd-ca74-44a2-8ace-
33016fdb390b&_phsrc=cPx40113&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1317638?tid=82519326&pi
d=42463433919&queryId=5c3fbd86-26b3-4c1d-855f-
9c445eeead45&_phsrc=cPx40115&_phstart=successSource 
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 Spokane WA 
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40 
 

 Bonners Ferry ID 
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 Eau Claire WI 
 
 
#3 - sister Lucetta May Davis Brown Peterson (1889-1976) 
 



42 
 

 Winona MN 
 



43 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7316/records/2088028 
 

 Lucetta at age 8 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463437340/media/2a7c110a-28b6-4500-a896-
86962c56091b 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463437340/media/2a7c110a-28b6-4500-a896-86962c56091b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463437340/media/2a7c110a-28b6-4500-a896-86962c56091b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463437340/media/2a7c110a-28b6-4500-a896-86962c56091b
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463437340/facts 
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 Winona MN 
 

https://moms.mn.gov/Search?S=1 
 



46 
 

 Eau Claire WI 
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#4 - sister Mary Belle Davis Swenson (1891-1975) – Find A Grave 118150714 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463254451/media/21c65b11-ab00-4043-8b0d-
b1f597ba1ca5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463254451/facts 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463254451/facts
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 Madison WI 
 



50 
 



51 
 

 
Madison WI 
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#5 – William Henry Davis (1893-1929) 

 

 Spokane WA 
 
#6 - sister Dora Irene Davis Steinback (1895-1978) 



53 
 

 

Dora in 1915 - - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433921/media/05a0d618-cdec-4329-a942-
1f8707145229 
 

 
Captioned Dora with Bucky - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480396216/media/297fa269-d037-45cf-
8921-f92cec84bac4?queryId=d3ba91a8-3859-4529-aafc-
fb38a1179891&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433921&
_phsrc=cPx40118&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433921/media/05a0d618-cdec-4329-a942-1f8707145229
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433921/media/05a0d618-cdec-4329-a942-1f8707145229
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433921/media/05a0d618-cdec-4329-a942-1f8707145229
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480396216/media/297fa269-d037-45cf-8921-f92cec84bac4?queryId=d3ba91a8-3859-4529-aafc-fb38a1179891&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433921&_phsrc=cPx40118&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480396216/media/297fa269-d037-45cf-8921-f92cec84bac4?queryId=d3ba91a8-3859-4529-aafc-fb38a1179891&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433921&_phsrc=cPx40118&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480396216/media/297fa269-d037-45cf-8921-f92cec84bac4?queryId=d3ba91a8-3859-4529-aafc-fb38a1179891&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433921&_phsrc=cPx40118&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480396216/media/297fa269-d037-45cf-8921-f92cec84bac4?queryId=d3ba91a8-3859-4529-aafc-fb38a1179891&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433921&_phsrc=cPx40118&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480396216/media/297fa269-d037-45cf-8921-f92cec84bac4?queryId=d3ba91a8-3859-4529-aafc-fb38a1179891&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433921&_phsrc=cPx40118&_phstart=successSource
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Dora - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480396216/media/7929c439-c5f3-4457-
badf-8428037955b5?queryId=b2268696-1949-4699-bf56-
dd3e0fe1aede&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433921&
_phsrc=cPx40119&_phstart=successSource 
 

 Dora, age 2 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480396216/media/eea0ad77-b8d7-429c-
9f28-377281c34695?queryId=c347c97f-dc0b-4976-acc5-
0fec66abd351&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433921&
_phsrc=cPx40120&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463433921/facts 
 
 

 
 

 
#7 sister Edith Elaine Davis (1897-1920) – age 15 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433922/media/a7109722-f40f-4291-a73c-
a6c8c273bf69 
 

 Edith at 6 months - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/88af54b3-4456-4a04-

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463433921/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433922/media/a7109722-f40f-4291-a73c-a6c8c273bf69
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433922/media/a7109722-f40f-4291-a73c-a6c8c273bf69
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433922/media/a7109722-f40f-4291-a73c-a6c8c273bf69
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/88af54b3-4456-4a04-82ba-f31027a3f612?queryId=f79ef320-ed43-421e-9fed-db1ab4a87dbf&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40123&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/88af54b3-4456-4a04-82ba-f31027a3f612?queryId=f79ef320-ed43-421e-9fed-db1ab4a87dbf&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40123&_phstart=successSource
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82ba-f31027a3f612?queryId=f79ef320-ed43-421e-9fed-
db1ab4a87dbf&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&
_phsrc=cPx40123&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/bfb66ab9-f403-4ab9-
bb13-498765af1e98?queryId=687bcfd7-fd0e-473e-be1f-
1ee4e1b28a9b&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&
_phsrc=cPx40124&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/88af54b3-4456-4a04-82ba-f31027a3f612?queryId=f79ef320-ed43-421e-9fed-db1ab4a87dbf&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40123&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/88af54b3-4456-4a04-82ba-f31027a3f612?queryId=f79ef320-ed43-421e-9fed-db1ab4a87dbf&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40123&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/88af54b3-4456-4a04-82ba-f31027a3f612?queryId=f79ef320-ed43-421e-9fed-db1ab4a87dbf&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40123&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/bfb66ab9-f403-4ab9-bb13-498765af1e98?queryId=687bcfd7-fd0e-473e-be1f-1ee4e1b28a9b&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40124&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/bfb66ab9-f403-4ab9-bb13-498765af1e98?queryId=687bcfd7-fd0e-473e-be1f-1ee4e1b28a9b&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40124&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/bfb66ab9-f403-4ab9-bb13-498765af1e98?queryId=687bcfd7-fd0e-473e-be1f-1ee4e1b28a9b&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40124&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/bfb66ab9-f403-4ab9-bb13-498765af1e98?queryId=687bcfd7-fd0e-473e-be1f-1ee4e1b28a9b&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40124&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/bfb66ab9-f403-4ab9-bb13-498765af1e98?queryId=687bcfd7-fd0e-473e-be1f-1ee4e1b28a9b&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40124&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/51ff2d52-995e-496a-
b9a4-7c2df49b015f?queryId=3f46a0fa-6acf-44d4-9b9b-
bbc996dfc792&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&
_phsrc=cPx40122&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/51ff2d52-995e-496a-b9a4-7c2df49b015f?queryId=3f46a0fa-6acf-44d4-9b9b-bbc996dfc792&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40122&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/51ff2d52-995e-496a-b9a4-7c2df49b015f?queryId=3f46a0fa-6acf-44d4-9b9b-bbc996dfc792&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40122&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/51ff2d52-995e-496a-b9a4-7c2df49b015f?queryId=3f46a0fa-6acf-44d4-9b9b-bbc996dfc792&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40122&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/51ff2d52-995e-496a-b9a4-7c2df49b015f?queryId=3f46a0fa-6acf-44d4-9b9b-bbc996dfc792&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40122&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/17055156/person/480389699/media/51ff2d52-995e-496a-b9a4-7c2df49b015f?queryId=3f46a0fa-6acf-44d4-9b9b-bbc996dfc792&searchContextTreeId=82519326&searchContextPersonId=42463433922&_phsrc=cPx40122&_phstart=successSource
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#8 - brother Walter Frederick Davis (1899-1931) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/113628574 
 
 

 
Walter - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463433923/media/c51e3c0f-d8a5-40d4-8bd6-
aa53d3c90738 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/113628574


59 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463433923/facts 
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 Bellingham WA 
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#9 - sister Hazel Armada Davis Brewer (1901-1984) – Find A Grave 122576980 
 

 Hazel - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463437342/media/b8801dc1-bd87-442e-b8d3-
4edcbe808a42 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463437342/media/b8801dc1-bd87-442e-b8d3-4edcbe808a42
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463437342/media/b8801dc1-bd87-442e-b8d3-4edcbe808a42
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42463437342/media/b8801dc1-bd87-442e-b8d3-4edcbe808a42
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463437342/facts 
 

 

  
#10 - brother James Rufus Davis (1903-1975) – Find A Grave 108433672 
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James - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82519326/person/42520822814/media/233c398b-66c7-4ed7-b6d0-
bda5d2ffe694 
 

James - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/17055156/person/480392574/media/00633568-3696-44f3-8d42-
8d4be021883a 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42520822814/media/233c398b-66c7-4ed7-b6d0-bda5d2ffe694
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42520822814/media/233c398b-66c7-4ed7-b6d0-bda5d2ffe694
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82519326/person/42520822814/media/233c398b-66c7-4ed7-b6d0-bda5d2ffe694
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480392574/media/00633568-3696-44f3-8d42-8d4be021883a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480392574/media/00633568-3696-44f3-8d42-8d4be021883a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17055156/person/480392574/media/00633568-3696-44f3-8d42-8d4be021883a
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/615606?tid=17055156&pid=
529312871&queryId=261c8ba0-6efb-48c9-b308-
f4fa84ceaadf&_phsrc=cPx40127&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/90970435 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/615606?tid=17055156&pid=529312871&queryId=261c8ba0-6efb-48c9-b308-f4fa84ceaadf&_phsrc=cPx40127&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/615606?tid=17055156&pid=529312871&queryId=261c8ba0-6efb-48c9-b308-f4fa84ceaadf&_phsrc=cPx40127&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/615606?tid=17055156&pid=529312871&queryId=261c8ba0-6efb-48c9-b308-f4fa84ceaadf&_phsrc=cPx40127&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/90970435
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6944/records/150042742 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6944/records/150042742
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Winona MN 
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Earl Cemetery – “down arrow” indicates site of William’s grave -  
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Earl,+WI+54875/@45.9091371,-

91.7633894,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x52ac37b816450fb9:0xabd405e553585aa0!8m2!3d4
5.910556!4d-

91.760278!16s%2Fm%2F04c5lwy?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYyMy4yIKXMDSoASAFQA
w%3D%3D 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Earl,+WI+54875/@45.9091371,-91.7633894,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x52ac37b816450fb9:0xabd405e553585aa0!8m2!3d45.910556!4d-91.760278!16s%2Fm%2F04c5lwy?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYyMy4yIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Earl,+WI+54875/@45.9091371,-91.7633894,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x52ac37b816450fb9:0xabd405e553585aa0!8m2!3d45.910556!4d-91.760278!16s%2Fm%2F04c5lwy?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYyMy4yIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Earl,+WI+54875/@45.9091371,-91.7633894,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x52ac37b816450fb9:0xabd405e553585aa0!8m2!3d45.910556!4d-91.760278!16s%2Fm%2F04c5lwy?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYyMy4yIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Earl,+WI+54875/@45.9091371,-91.7633894,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x52ac37b816450fb9:0xabd405e553585aa0!8m2!3d45.910556!4d-91.760278!16s%2Fm%2F04c5lwy?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYyMy4yIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Earl,+WI+54875/@45.9091371,-91.7633894,16z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x52ac37b816450fb9:0xabd405e553585aa0!8m2!3d45.910556!4d-91.760278!16s%2Fm%2F04c5lwy?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYyMy4yIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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https://www.google.com/maps/@45.9090663,-
91.7584818,1049m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYyMy4yIKXMDSoASAFQ

Aw%3D%3D 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: William Henry Davis 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Eng. - private 
Serial number: 251,670 
Entered service from: Springbrook, Washburn WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William H. Davis 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father F.W. Davis, Spring Brook WI 
Returned from war on: "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as:  William H. Davis 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: Fred W. Davis, Spring Brook WI (wagoner, 107th Engr. 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as William Henry Davis - b. 16 Nov 1893 Jennings KS; 
res: Springbrook, Washburn WI. Single. Laborer for Richard Andrews in Springbrook. 
Medium height & build. In response to question about “claimed exemption” William 
responded “No. Volunteer.” 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 28 Jul 1917 
Discharged 27 May 1919 
Address: 706 North Ave., Milwaukee WI 
Rank/unit:  wagoner, 107th Engineer Train Cp. 
 
Veteran headstone application: 
William H. Davis, serial 251610, Wisconsin, wagoner, 107 Eng Train, 32nd Div. Died 12 Jan 
1929. Ship to Earl Cemetery, Earl WI, to Robert Tripp of Spring Brook. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 16 Nov 1893 Jennings, Decatur KS  
Died: 12 Jan 1929 Park Falls, Price WI   
Find A Grave record: 48088106, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower 
Burial location: Earl, Washburn WI 
Cemetery: Earl 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Wisconsin Wagoner 107 Engrs 32 Div 
According to Earl Cemetery records (30 Jun 2025) his wife Menila is in Grave 3, Lot 3, Block 
3 – William is in Grave 2, Lot 3, Block 3 – and “Taplin” (Chaplain) is in Grave 1, Lot 3, Block 
3. 
 
Father:  Frederick William Gleason Davis, 1 Nov 1859 (on Find A Grave as 1860) MI – 3 Feb 
1920 Springbrook, Washburn WI.  
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According to the family tree on Ancestry.com at https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/17055156/person/455626109/facts, his birth parents were William 
Gleason (b. ca. 1839 US) & Ann LaRue [later Anna LaRue Hudson married George W. 
Wade] (b. ca. 1840 in either NY or France & died before 1885 in IA).  
Also: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463433916/facts?_phsrc=cPx40111&_phstart=succ
essSource  
In 1870 he is living as Fred Davis, age 11 IA, with John Davis, 47 Canada, farmer & his wife 
Laura, 48 VT in Oran, Fayette IA. 
In 1880, the three are living in Jackson, Jewell KS: John Davis, 56 Canada, father b. VT, 
mother b. Canada, farmer – his wife Laura Davis, 57 VT, parents b. VT – and Fred Davis, 20 
MI, adopted son, parents b. MI, farming.  
After Fred’s marriage in IA to Armada Platt in 1884, the couple moved to Webber, Jewell KS 
(where 9 of their 10 children were born) & then to Washburn Co. WI.  
Fred died 2 days after his daughter Edith.  
Besides being a blacksmith, he also worked with his adopted father John Davis in his shoe 
shop & made the boots he himself is wearing in his wedding photograph. He also was a 
wheelwright & a lay preacher. After many years of smoking a pipe, he developed lip & 
throat cancer, for which he had an operation.  
Buried in Earl Cemetery, Earl, Washburn WI.              
Find A Grave: 78416663 
Spooner Advocate, February 13, 1920, p. 1 “Double Funeral” [Frederick W. & Edith E. 
Davis] 
Duluth News Tribune, February 19, 1920 [double obituary] 
 
Mother:  Armeda/Armada Mae/May Platt Davis, 2 Dec 1865 Independence, Buchanan IA [or 
Fairbank, Fayette IA] – 9 Jul 1938 Trego township, Washburn WI.   
Her first name is spelled a variety of ways, including Amy & Amanda.  
Daughter of Milton Platt & Ann Elizabeth (Eliza) Wetherbee.  
Obituary: “Spooner (WI) Advocate” 21 Jul 1938, p. 5 - “Mrs. Armanda Davis Answers 
Summons” Armanda [sic/Armada] Davis died Saturday, July 9, 1938, at the home of her 
daughter Mrs. E. Swenson in Trego Township following a lingering illness. Armanda Platt 
was born December 2, 1865, at Independence IA where she grew to young womanhood 
and married Fred Davis on July 12, 1884. They moved to Webber KS when they lived until 
1902 when they came to Washburn County, settling in Springbrook. Her husband died in 
1920. After his death, she made her home with her children at Winegar WI and Marinesco 
MI until about three weeks ago, when she was brought to her daughter’s home in Trego. 
She is survived by 5 daughters: Mrs. E. Swenson of Trego Township – Mrs. Robert Larson of 
Cable – Mrs. Joe Brown of Hayward – Mrs. George Steinback of Marinesco MI – Mrs. Avery 
Brewer of Orofino ID – and by 2 sons: John M. Davis of Bonners Ferry ID and James Davis of 
Winegar WI. She was preceded in death by 2 sons and 1 daughter. [One of the deceased 
sons was William Henry Davis.] She is also survived by 39 grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren. The funeral was held at Earl Congregational Church on July 13, with Rev. 
Austin and Rev. Seiffert officiating. Interment was in Earl Cemetery. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17055156/person/455626109/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17055156/person/455626109/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463433916/facts?_phsrc=cPx40111&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463433916/facts?_phsrc=cPx40111&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82519326/person/42463433916/facts?_phsrc=cPx40111&_phstart=successSource
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Buried in Earl Cemetery, Earl, Washburn WI 
Find A Grave 251549985 
Parents’ marriage:   2 [or 3] Jul 1884 Independence, Buchanan IA. Armada Platt, age 19, 
daughter of Milton Platt, to Fred W. David [sic], aage 24, son of John David [sic] & Laura 
Simpson. 
 
Spouse:  Mabel Menila Gaynor Davis Hood Otis Turner, 2 Mar 1900 Smithfield township, 
Fayette IA – 5 Nov 1967 Ladysmith, Rusk WI.  
Known as Menila.  
Daughter of Elmer Owen Gaynor (1876-1959, F: 48318558) & Nellie Maud/Maude Tripp 
(1880-1918, F: 48319427) who married in 1898.  
Twin sister of Mary Isabel Gaynor, later Mrs. Elmer Elsworth Steckel (1893-1982, F: 
11222377. Her parents & sister are buried in Earl Cemetery next to as William Davis is. 
Mary was born 2 Mar 1900 in Smithfield township, Fayette IA & died 30 Mar 1998 in 
Sutherland, O’Brien IA. Mary’s Find A Grave: 45013232 
The Gaynor family had moved to Mackey Valley, Stone Lake township, Washburn Co. WI in 
summer 1901. 
In the 1920 census for Springbrook, Washburn WI, twins Marie M. & Mary M. [Menila] 
Gaynor lived with their widowed father Elmer Gaynor in Springbrook, Washburn WI. 
On 10 May 1931 Rusk Co. WI - After William’s death Menila, as she was known, married 
Charles W. Hood (born 1880 according to Find A Grave, 1880, d. 6 Nov 1944, F: 
122085283).  
Menila & Charles Hood had a daughter, Geneel Kathleen Hood (16 Aug 1932 – 17 Feb 1986 
Milwaukee WI, married Arthur Raymond Brandt (1927-2009), who had died by the time of 
her half-sister Elnora Davis Hurley’s death in 2012). Geneel was born when her father was 
circa 72 years old. He is buried in Riverside Cemetery, Ladysmith, Rusk WI, F: 122085283. 
Charles was the son of Lemuel Winston Hood & Eliza Ann Seiders. 
Widowed again, Menila married Ivah Devill/Deville Otis (1878-1959, F: 117625203). Ivah is 
buried in Tony Protestant Cemetery, Tony, Rusk WI, F: 117625203. He was the son of 
Francis M. Otis & Emma Dennies. 
Ivah’s obituary on his Find A Grave record lists his children & 2 other spouses besides 
Menila.  
In the 1950 census for Ladysmith, Rusk WI, Menila M. Otis lists her marital status as 
“separated.” 
Divorced from Ivah Otis 11 Jun 1952. 
On 21 Nov 1959 Menila Mabel Otis of Ladysmith WI married Walter Samuel Turner of 
Summit township WI in Jerusalem Presbyterian Church, Wales, Waukesha WI. Walter was 
born 19 Oct 1899 in Waukesha Co. WI & died 7 Jul 1984 in Pewaukee, Waukesha WI. He is 
buried in Ottawa Cemetery, Ottawa, Waukesha WI, F: 114845701. Walter was the son of 
Frederick George Turner & Augusta Bartz. 
WI death records report the death of Menila M. Turner on 5 Nov 1967 in Ladysmith, Rusk 
WI. 
Buried in Earl Cemetery, Earl, Washburn WI with William Davis & Chaplain Davis. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  284478009 
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Marriage: 20 Oct 1920 in Springbrook, Washburn WI. 
 
Children: 2 of his 4 children died in infancy 

• Lila Nellie Davis Risch, 23 Jul 1921 Winegar (now called Presque Isle), Vilas WI – 11 
Oct 2012 Waupaca WI.   - Wife of Harold Albert Risch (1921-2000). Harold is 
ironically buried in Oakside Cemetery, Zephyrhills FL, the resting place of the last of 
the Tuscania’s survivors. – In the 1950 census for Ladysmith, Rusk WI, Lila Risch 
lists her marital status as “separated.” She lives with mother Menila M. Otis (also 
separated) her children Ethel & Linda Risch & her half-sister Geneel Hood. - Lila is 
buried in Crystal Lake Cemetery, Waupaca Co. WI. F: 166490632 

• Elnora Grace Davis Hurley, 20 Aug 1926 Springbrook, Washburn WI - 29 Dec 2012 
Heber Springs, Cleburne AR. - A homemaker, she had been active in the Heber 
Springs Christian Church, where she sang in the choir. - Wife of Wendell Eugene 
Hurley (17 Mar 1928 Ladysmith, Rusk WI – 2 Jan 2022 Heber Springs, Cleburne AR), 
whom she married 14 Jul 1949. - Cremated. 

• Buried next to William in the Earl Cemetery is a stone that bears only the date of 24 
Mar 1925 and the name Chaplain Davis, instead of a range of birth/death dates. It is 
possible this was one of William’s children, who may have died in infancy or was 
born/died on the same day. 

 
Siblings: William was the 5th child. 

• Laura Ann Elizabeth Davis Larson, 21 Nov 1885 Webber, Jewell KS – 13 Jun 1950 
Duluth, St. Louis MN. - Wife of Robert Henry Larson (1885-1969, F: 182745447) 
whom she married 21 Jan 1906 in Springbrook, Washburn WI. - In the 1940 census, 
Laura & Robert Larson were living in Cable WI. - Died of leukemia. - Buried in Park 
Hill Cemetery, Duluth, St. Louis Co. MN. F: 182745638 

• John Milton Davis, 3 Nov 1887 Jennings, Decatur KS – 15 Nov 1973 Spokane, 
Spokane WA. Resident of Bonners Ferry ID in 1938. - Married to Minnie Mae Belden 
(1894-1992, F: 16359954) on 29 Apr 1916 in Altoona, Eau Claire Co. WI. – Buried in 
Grandview Cemetery, Bonners Ferry, Boundary Co. ID. F: 16359956 

• Lucetta May Davis Brown Peterson, 17 Nov 1889 Jennings, Decatur KS -21 Nov 1976 
Winona, Wabasha Co. MN. - Wife of Joseph A. (“Joe”) Brown (1883/1884-1955), 
whom she married 11 Feb 1909 in St. Louis Co. MN. - After Brown’s death, she 
married Peter A. Peterson (1892-1983, F: 110788602) on 4 Jun 1960 in Wabasha Co. 
MN & was living under that name in Winona MN in Sep 1975, but is buried as Brown 
in Greenwood Cemetery, Hayward, Sawyer WI.  F: 118150714 

• Mary Belle Davis Swenson, 26 Nov 1891 Webber, Jewell Ks – 1 Feb 1975 Madison, 
Dane WI. - Married Ernest Joseph Swenson (1890-1966, F: 157960831) in Hayward, 
Sawyer WI on 20 Jun 1909. The couple had 18 children. - Buried with Ernest in 
Roselawn Memorial Park, Monona, Dane WI. F: 157961628 

• Dora Irene Davis Steinback, 17 Oct 1895 Webber, Jewell KS - 8 Dec 1978 Lewiston, 
Nez Perce ID. - Married 30 Jun 1919 at Hayward WI to George Alfred Steinback 
(1892-1987, F: 130398126), who retired in ID as a sawmill worker. The couple 1st 
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lived in Winegar WI & then in Marenisco MI (1936-1946). In 1940 the Steinbacks 
lived in Marenisco township, Gogebic MI. She moved to Lewiston ID in 1974. - She 
died at St. Joseph’s Hospital, having lived in Orofino ID for 28 years (1947-1974). – 
Obituary on Find A Grave from the “Lewiston (ID) Tribune” 7 Dec 1978 p 14. - Dora & 
George are buried in Lewis-Clark Memorial Gardens, Lewiston, Nez Perce Co. ID. F: 
130398125 

• Edith Elaine/Ellen Davis, 29 Aug 1897 or 1898 Webber, Jewell KS– 1 Feb 1920 
Ashland, Bayfield WI, dying 2 days before her father, at age 22. They were buried in a 
double funeral in Earl Cemetery, Earl, Washburn WI. She fell down steps inside a 
building at Northland College in Ashland WI, where she was a student & was 
hospitalized a week before dying in the hospital. Buried in Earl Cemetery, Earl, 
Washburn WI. F: 78416901  

• Walter Frederick Davis, 9 [or 10] Oct 1899 Jewell Co. KS – 8 Nov 1931 Omak, 
Okanogan WA. - In Feb 1920, Walter lived in Springbrook, Washburn WI. - In 1929 he 
was living in Bellingham WA. - Husband of Vernie (Vernice?) G. Kaufman (1905-
1995, F: 171235699) whom he married 19 Nov 1928 in Okanogan Co. WA. He was 
age 29, b. KS, laborer & she was age 23, b. WA, housekeeper. It was the 1st marriage 
for both; both lived in Bellingham WA. - After Walter’s death, Vernie went to live with 
her father, Louis Kaufman, in Bellingham WA. In 1962, Vernie, widow of Walter, 
resided at 816 – 21st in Bellingham & was an office worker at Stokely-Van Camp. She 
& her father Louis were in Bellingham WA in 1940; Louis died in 1947. - Buried in 
Conconully Cemetery, Conconully, Okanogan Co. WA. F: 42351411 

• Hazel Armada Davis Brewer, 10 Sep 1901 Webber, Jewell KS – 18 Jul 1984 Orofino, 
Clearwater ID. - Wife of Avery Brewer (Sr.) (1902-1993), whom she married 6 Jun 
1923 in Bessemer, Gogebic MI. - The Find A Grave record F: 131436194 of their son, 
Ardath Avery Brewer, b. 17 May 1923, d. 2007, notes he came with his parents by car 
when they relocated to the Northwest. Avery worked at a sawmill in ID. – Hazel & 
Avery Sr. are buried in Weseman Cemetery, Orofino, Clearwater ID. F: 122576980 

• James Rufus Davis, 16 Sep 1903 Springbrook, Washburn WI – 1 Sep 1975 Nelson [or 
Wabasha], Wabasha MN. – Husband of Margaret Rose (Peg) Joosten (30 Aug 1906 – 
2 Mar 1990, both in Waupaca Co. WI.) they married 11 May 1927 in Bellingham, 
Whatcom WA. – Margaret Davis is buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Marion, Waupaca 
WI, F; 82006039. - In 1910 & 1920 James lived in Springbrook, Washburn WI. - In 
1929 he resided in Milwaukee WI. In 1930 James R. & Margaret R. Davis resided in 
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. He lived in 1938 in Winegar WI. - In 1940, James & wife 
Margaret were living in Presque Isle, Vilas  WI where he was a laborer in a sawmill. 
Margaret was the postmistress of the post office. They had 4 children. - Married 
Margaret Rose (“Peg”) Joosten (1906-1990) on 11 (or 18) May 1929 in Bellingham 
WA.  - Employed as a carpenter at Prairie du Sac & Waupaca most of his life; retired 
circa 1955. Survived by 3 sisters: Mrs. Peter Peterson (Winona MN), Mrs. Avery 
Brewer & Mrs. George Steinback, both of Orofino ID. - Buried in Nelson Cemetery, 
Nelson, Buffalo Co. WI.  F: 108433672 
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Pre-war: The Spooner WI “Advocate” is available in paper copy at the offices of the 
Advocate in Spooner WI or in microfilm at the Spooner Memorial Library in Spooner WI. 
 
William came to Washburn County WI with his parents in 1901. 
 
At age 19, he united with the First Congregational Church at Springbrook, Washburn WI. 
 
Wartime: 
 
William H. Davis of Springbrook, along with fellow Washburn County WI residents Harry D. 
Edwards, Guy W. Paulson and Frederick J. Taylor of Spooner, and Harry A. McCarty of Shell 
Lake, signed up in Captain John H. Holtz’s company in Jun 1917, in advance of being 
drafted. The men were among 40 who passed physical examinations on 27 Jun 1917 and 28 
Jun 1917, and were mustered into the state militia. William’s enlistment date is recorded 
as 28 Jul 1917, on his Veterans Administration Military Index card. 
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate” 24 Aug 1917 p. 1 “Soldier Boys Leave” 
Co. E left on a special train to Camp Douglas on Thursday at 7 a.m. Over 500 people were 
gathered at the station, from Shell Lake, Trego, Springbrook, etc. “The boys were in good 
spirits and anxious for action. There was an undercurrent of deep feeling, however, on both 
sides. Tears are supposed to be a prerogative of women, but strong men were seen to 
indulge them with but little effort at concealment.” A full list of the 127 men who left is 
included. 
Aboard the train were all 17 of the Spooner soldiers who were destined to be  Tuscania 
survivors: Herschel C. Bird – Charles F. Brisbin – William H. Davis – Harry D. Edwards – Earl 
F. Knight – Harry A. McCarty – Frank W. Marino – Hilding N. Nelson – Ernest C. Nolen – Guy 
W. Paulson – Frank G. Peterson – George E. Pinney – Emil W. Rauchstadt – Lon Rhoades – 
Henry W. Shaffer – Frederick J. Taylor – Peter Voyer. Also aboard: Earnest L. Bowman 
[Taylor’s 1st cousin] & Oran W. Edwards [Harry’s brother] 
 
William held Washburn County conscription number 468. In the draft number lottery held 
on 20 Jul 1917, this number ranked #6684. 
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate” 26 Oct 1917, p. 1 [and continued on p. 8] Headline: “Passing of 
Company E” 
A letter written by Capt. John H. Holtz, Capt. 2nd Provisional Regiment, 57th Depot Brigade, 
from Camp MacArthur, Texas. Although Holtz had promised not to leave the company, the 
rumors that the 6th Wisconsin Regiment of Infantry would be broken up were true. Gen. 
Orlando Holway, Adjutant General of the State [of Wisconsin], pleaded with President 
Wilson and the War Department not to break it up, but it was done, undoing “the 
foundation upon which the regiment was organized, neighbor next to neighbor.” The 
lieutenants and men of Co. E. will have new assignments tomorrow. “The army of a few 
years ago has become obsolete” and Holtz lists the aspects of modern warfare. 
“Tomorrow Company E as a fighting unit will be no more.” Only people left in the company 
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are the three company cooks, commanded by a captain [Holtz himself] “who does not yet 
know that which is in store for him.” Men will be transferred as far as is possible to units 
selected by them. The men have been affected by the Texas heat. Urges those at home to 
write often, as these are the most appreciated. Complete list of all names of transferred 
men. Among those transferred to No. 107th Regiment Engineers was Private William H. 
Davis.  
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate” 4 Jan 1918 p. 1 “Springbrook Does Fine Work” 
The Springbrook board of the Washburn County Chapter of the American Red Cross now 
has 205 names following its Christmas membership drive. 
The names include: Mr. F.W. Davis, Mrs. F.W. Davis, Edith Davis, Hazel Davis [William’s 
father, mother & 2 sisters] 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 Headline: “Fifty American Boys Lost” 
Subhead: Tuscania Goes Down off Irish Coast – Carried Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Minnesota Troops 
“The steamer Tuscania, loaded with American troops, was sunk Tuesday at 2:45 p.m. 
[crossed off in pencil on Advocate paper copy at the office in Spooner WI], with 5:45 
handwritten over it] about 15 miles off the Irish coast. The boat was torpedoed or struck a 
mine. This is not definitely known as we go to press. There were 2,179 American officers 
and men aboard. The latest report is that the number of missing is 50. No account of those 
lost will be known until tomorrow, at the earliest, when the official report will be made. 
“The news reached Spooner Thursday morning that many Wisconsin boys, and among 
them several from Washburn County, were on the boat, simply paralyzed the whole city.”  
“Business was practically stoped [sic/stopped] men and women gathered to talk over the 
situation and the many rumors of this boy and that boy only added to the sorrow shown on 
the face of everyone. 
“The latest reports have not lessened the anxiety in the least. It seems more than possible 
that some of our Washburn County boys were on this boat. But whether they were among 
those saved will not be known until the official report comes from Washington. 
“The army units reported on the boat are as follows: 
One Hundred Seventh Engineer train. 
One Hundred Seventh Military police. 
One Hundred Seventh Supply train. 
One Hundred Fifty-Eighth Aero squadron. 
Two Hundred Thirteen Aero squadron. 
Replace detachments Nos. 1 and 2 of the Thirty-second division. 
Fifty-one casual officers. 
 
The latest report of who was on board: Corp. Guy W. Paulson - bugler Charles F. Brisbin - 
private Harry D. Edwards - private Harry A. McCarty - private Earl W. Knight - private George 
E. Pinney - private Peter Voyer - private Frederick J. Taylor - private 1st class Frank Peterson 
- private 1st class Henry Shaffer - sergeant Frank W. Marino - private 1st class Emil 
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Rauchstadt - private 1st class Lon Rhoades - private Herschel C. Bird - corporal Ernest C. 
Nolan - and private William H. Davis. 
“This does not mean that these boys are lost. Everyone of them may have been saved. The 
report merely gives their names.” 
 
Post-war: 
 
A double tragedy hit the Davis family in Feb 1920, when William’s father and sister died 
within two days of each other. His younger sister Edith Ellen Davis (born 29 Aug 1897 in 
Webber, Jewell County, Kansas) died on 1 Feb 1920, at age 22, at the hospital in Ashland, 
Wisconsin, after an illness of one month.  She was a graduate of Northland College in 
Ashland. Edith’s father Frederick died of cancer on 3 Feb 1920 in Springbrook; he had been 
ill with cancer for a year. The family held a double funeral on 12 Feb 1920 and interred both 
father and daughter in the Earl Cemetery. 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 20 Feb 1920 p 1 headline: “Double Funeral” 
“The Angel of Death has twice entered the Davis home at Springbrook, removing within the 
span of two days the father and daughter.” Edith Davis, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. F.W. Davis, 
died at the hospital at Ashland on 1 Feb 1920, after an illness of one month. Frederick 
[spelled Fredrick] W. Davis died at his Springbrook home on 3 Feb 1920, after an illness of 
one year with cancer. “He was a kind and loving husband and father, loved by all who knew 
him.” F.W. Davis was born in Michigan on 1 Nov 1859, and came to Springbrook in 1903. 
Eight years ago he united with the Congregational Church and was a faithful member. He is 
survived by his widow Armada M. Davis, 5 daughters (Mrs. Robert Larson of Ashland 
Junction, Mrs. Joseph Brown of Drummond, Mrs. George Stineback of Winegar, and Mrs. 
Ernest Swenson & Hazel Davis, of Springbrook) and 4 sons (John, William, Walter & James, 
of Springbrook). Edith Ellen was born in Webber KS on 29 Aug 1987, and died at the age of 
22 years, 5 months, 3 days. She was a graduate of Northland College, and an active and 
faithful member of the Congregational Church. The double funeral was held Wednesday, 
with Rev. Austin of Trego officiating, and interment of both in Earl Cemetery. 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 5 Nov 1920 p 1 Spring Brook news [verbatim] 
“A small wedding took place Wednesday, Oct. 20, 1920, when Miss Menila M. Gaynor 
became the bride of Mr. Wiliam H. Davis. The bride was attended by Miss Mary I. Gaynor, 
sister of the bride, the groom by Mr. Lloyd E. Gaynor. The bride wore a white organdy dress 
and carried a bouquet of roses. The immediate relatives were the only ones present. Rev. 
J.A. Austin, preformed [sic/performed] the ceremony. Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Davis went on a 
short honeymoon and will make their home after Nov. 1st at Winegar, Wis. Everyone wishes 
them a happy and prosperous life as they are well known in this vicinity.” 
 
After his 1920 wedding to Menila Gaynor, the couple moved to Winegar (now called 
Presque Isle) in Vilas County WI. Their daughter Lila Nellie was born in Winegar on 23 Jul 
1921. The family was still living in Winegar in summer 1924. By 20 Aug 1926, they had 
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returned to Springbrook, Washburn WI where their daughter Elnora Grace was born that 
day. They moved to Park Falls WI from Washburn Co. WI in autumn 1927. 
 
“Spooner Advocate: 23 Jun 1922 p 8 “Tripp-Steckel Wedding” 
Mary Gaynor married Elmer Steckel on Wednesday, 14 June 1922, at the home of E.O. 
Gaynor in Mackie Valley, officiated by Rev. Chase. “Mrs. Wm. Davis, sister of the bride and 
Merle Gaynor, a cousin, were the attendants.” Menila Gaynor Davis wore a blue organdie 
dress. “Mrs. Wm. Davis and daughter Lila Nellie came from Winegar to attend the 
wedding.” [Mary Gaynor was the twin sister of Menila Gaynor Davis.] 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 5 Jan 1939 p 3 - Mackey Valley news: Mrs. Charles Hood, Lila, Elnora, 
Jeanette and Mr. & Mrs. Ed Gaynor called on relatives in the valley Wednesday. [Mrs. 
Charles Hood – nee Menila Gaynor – was the widow of William Davis. Lila and Elnora Davis 
are the children of William & Menila.] 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 18 Jun 1935 p 8 - Mackey Valley news 
Mrs. Minita Hood [Menila Gaynor Davis Hood] and daughters Lilla [sic], Elnora and Janelle 
of Ladysmith spent several days in the valley last week. [Menila was the widow of William 
Davis – Lila & Elnora were William’s daughters, Janelle Hood was the daughter of Menila & 
Charles Hood] 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 16 Nov 1944 p 3 - Mackey Valley news: Mr. & Mrs. L.E. Gaynor & 
Barbara, Mr. & Mrs. Forrest Tripp, Mr. & Mrs. Clovis Tripp, Mr. & Mrs. H.H. Tripp, Mr. & Mrs. 
Dale Tripp and Mrs. Fred Tripp went to Ladysmith Wednesday to attend the funeral of 
Charles Hood. [Hood was the 2nd husband of Menila Gaynor Davis Hood, the widow of 
William Davis] 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 26 Feb 1948 p 4 Mackey Valley news: Relatives of Mr. & Mrs. E.O. 
Gaynor surprised them on Saturday evening, to celebrate their silver wedding anniversary. 
Among the guests were Mr. & Mrs. Ira [sic/Iva] Otis, Janice [sic/Geneel Hood] and Elnora 
[Davis]. [Elnora is the daughter of William Davis – his widow Menila Gaynor Davis had 
married Charles Hood; when he died, she married Otis.] 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 25 Mar 1948 – Mackey Valley news: “Mr. and Mrs. E.O. Gaynor 
motored to Ladysmith Saturday to spend the weekend with the E.E. Steckel and Ira [sic/Iva] 
Otis families.” [Mabel Menila Gaynor Davis Hood Otis] 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 18 Aug 1949 p 12 Bass Lake news: Mrs. Elmer Gaynor entertained at a 
6 p.m. dinner Sunday evening in honor of her husband’s 73rd birthday. Among the guests: 
Mr. & Mrs. Iva Otis, Mrs. Lila Risch & children of Ladysmith. [Menila Gaynor Davis Hood 
Otis; Lila is William Davis’s daughter] 
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“Spooner Advocate” 17 Nov 1949 p 3 - Mackey Valley news: Mr. & Mrs. Ira [sic/Iva] Ottis 
[sic/Otis] of Ladysmith are visiting at the E.O. Gaynor home. [Menila Gaynor Davis Hood 
Otis] 
 
“Spooner Advocate” 9 Nov 1950 p 2 - Bass Lake news: Mr. & Mrs. Ivah Otis of Ladysmith 
were weekend visitors at Elmer Gaynor’s. [Menila Gaynor Davis Hood Otis] 
 
Obituary: 
 
William Davis was the first of the “Spooner boys” – all of whom survived the sinking of the 
Tuscania – to die. 
 
A funeral service was held on Tuesday afternoon, 15 Jan 1929, at the First Congregational 
Church, Springbrook WI, conducted by the Rev. James Austin. 
 
“Spooner (WI) Advocate” 24 Jan 1929 p 1 “Former Springbrook Man Called Beyond” 
William Henry Davis, formerly a Springbrook resident, died at Park Falls WI on 12 Jan 1929 
at age 35 years, 1 month, 27 days. He was born in Jennings KS on 16 Nov 1893. He came to 
Washburn County with his parents in 1901, with the family settling at Springbrook. He lived 
there until autumn 1927 when he moved to Park Falls with his family. At 19 years old, he 
united with the First Congregational Church at Springbrook. He was a World War veteran, 
with 22 months of service, 16 of them overseas. On 20 Oct 20, 1920, he married Menila 
Mabel Gaynor. The couple had four children, two of them dying as infants. He leaves two 
daughters – Lila Nellie, age 7, and Elnora Grace, age 2 – who “in his death are deprived of 
the care and protection of a kind and loving father” by his death. Besides being survived by 
his wife Menila Davis and daughters Lila & Elnora, he is survived by 3 brothers (John of 
Spokane WA, Walter of Bellingham WA & James of Milwaukee) and 5 sisters (Mrs. Robert 
Larson of Ashland, Mrs. Joe Brown of Loretta, Mrs. Ernest Swenson of Springbrook, Mrs. 
George Steinback of Winegar and Mrs. Avery Brewer of Winegar). His funeral was held 
Tuesday afternoon, January 15, at the First Congregational Church, Springbrook, with Rev. 
James Austin officiating. He was interred in Earl Cemetery. “His death is also mourned by a 
host of friends, for every one who knew him called him friend.” William was survived by his 
widow Menila Davis – 2 daughters Lila & Elnora Davis – his mother Armada Davis – 3 
brothers: John M., Walter, James Davis – and 5 sisters: Mrs. Robert Larson, Mrs. Joseph 
Brown, Mrs. Ernest Swenson, Mrs. George Steinback & Mrs. Avery Brewer.  
 
“Rhinelander (WI) Daily News’ 17 Jan 1929 – word had reached Winegar WI of the death of 
former resident William Davis in Park Falls. His two sisters, Mrs. Avery (Hazel) Brewer & 
Mrs. George (Dora) Steinback reside in Winegar. 
 
“Rhinelander (WI) Daily News” 19 Jan 1929 p 12 – Mrs. Avery Brewer of Winegar WI 
attended the funeral of her brother William Davis in Park Falls, returning to Winegar on 
Wednesday, 16 Jan 1929.  
 



80 
 

Censuses: 
 
1900 Jackson township, Jewell Co. KS – conducted 2 Jun 1900 
F.W. Davis, 40 MI, Nov 1859, father b. NY, mother b. IN, married 17 years, blacksmith 
Amy M., 34 IA, Dec 1865, father b. IL, mother b. IN, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Laura, 12 KS, Nov 1887 
John, 10 KS, Nov 1889, at school 
Lusetta, 9 KS, Nov 1890 
Mary, 6 KS, Nov 1893 [this is William’s birth information] 
Willie, 4 KS, Nov 1895 [this is confused with a sibling’s information] 
Dora, 2 KS, Oct 1897 
Edth [sic], 2 KS, Aug 1898 
Walter, 8 months KS, Sep 1899 
 
1905 WI state census – Springbrook, Washburn WI 
Fred W. Davis, 44 US, parents b. US, blacksmith 
Armada, 36 US 
Laura C., 19 US 
John M., 17 US 
Lusetta M., 15 US 
Mary B., 13 US 
Willie, 11 US 
Dora I., 9 US 
Edith E., 5 US 
Hazel A., 3 US 
James R., 2 US 
 
1910 Couderay, Sawyer WI – William living with his married sister Laura & brother-in-law  
Robert Larson – conducted 21 Apr 1910 
Robert H. Larson, 25 WI, father b. Denmark, mother b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 4 years, 
section foreman, railroad 
Laura L. 34 KS, father b. MI, mother b. IA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Frederick A. Larson, 3 WI 
Vera V. Larson, 2 WI 
Illa M. Larson, zero WI 
& 2 boarders: 
William H. Davis, 16 KS, father b. MI, mother b. IA, single, laborer, section railroad [actually 
Robert’s brother-in-law] 
Charles G. Smith, 25 MN, laborer, section railroad 
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1910 Springbrook, Washburn WI – rest of family – conducted 21 Apr 1910 
Frederick W. Davis, 50 MI, parents b. US, blacksmith, married 25 years, in 1st marriage, own 
shop 
Armada M., 44 IA, father b. IL, mother b. IN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 10 children, 10 are 
living 
John M., 22 KS, laborer, lumber mill 
Dora I., 14 KS 
Edith E., 12 KS 
Walter F., 10 KS 
Hazel A., 8 KS 
James R., 6 WI 
 
1920 Springbrook township, Washburn WI – conducted  
Fred W. Davis, 60 MI, parents b. US, no occupation 
Armada M., 49 IA, father b. IL, mother b. OH 
William H. Davis, 26 KS, single, farmer, general farming 
Edith L., 22 KS 
Walter F., 20 KS, laborer on home farm 
Hazel H., 18 KS 
Jim R., 16 WI, laborer on home farm 
 
1930 dead – William Davis is dead 
 
1930 Hawkins, Rusk WI – conducted 6 May 1930 
Manila Davis, 30 IA, parents b. IA, widow, age 20 at 1st marriage, telephone operator 
Lila, 8 WI, father b. KS, mother b. IA 
Elnora, 3 WI, father b. KS, mother b. IA 
 
1940 Ladysmith, Rusk WI – All are listed with surname Hood – conducted 19 Apr 1940 
Charles Hood, 79 WI 
Menila, 40 IA 
Lila, 18 WI, new worker [surname should be Davis] 
Elnora, 13 WI [surname should be Davis] 
Geneel, 7 WI [daughter of Charles & Menila] 
 
1950 Ladysmith, Rusk WI – 508 E.4th St. - conducted 3 Apr 1950 
Menila M. Otis, 50 IA, separated, paid housework, private family 
Lila M. Risch, 28 WI, separated, paid housework, private family [daughter] 
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Ethel M. Risch, 8 WI [granddaughter] 
Linda K. Risch, WI [granddaughter] 
Geneel K. Hood, 17 WI, never married [daughter] 
 


