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TUSCANIA 

 

Gail, Joseph (Joe) 
1880/1881 Poland Russia (now Ukraine) – 1951 CA 

  
From Find A Grave 206945920 record for Joseph Gail – sons of Jacob Gail & Hanna Segal – in San 

Francisco CA 1937 – from left Max, Arthur, Joe & Charley 
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Find A Grave of Max Gail – 148404569 

In the back: brothers Charley, Joe & Max 
 
             
 

 
 

Obituary: “San Francisco Examiner” Friday 7 Dec 1951 p 21 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-

7SHJ-1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP51-
HZWH&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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San Francisco City/County Coroner - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5NJ-

8YB?i=180&cc=1402856&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQKD4-5PNB 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2528016?tid=44079385&pid=272080

036880&queryId=756cd031-a4c9-4c68-a04e-
8fd6f6a4c9f0&_phsrc=iKj3596&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5NJ-8YB?i=180&cc=1402856&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQKD4-5PNB
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5NJ-8YB?i=180&cc=1402856&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQKD4-5PNB
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Life: 
 

Article continues 

 Chicago IL 
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Oakland CA 

 
 

 New York NY 
Note: Joseph Gail could not have swum 12 miles in the cold waters of the North Channel – he would 

likely have died after 1 hour in the water 
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This was NOT the right Joseph Gail, who returned on the “Mexican” not the “Luckenbach” or 

“Harrisburg” – A Joseph Gail lived in Stockton CA 
 

 
Chico CA 
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There were 215 casualties out of over 2,000 soldiers on Tuscania, so Joseph was not “one of the few 

survivors” –  

 Santa Rosa CA 
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Wife Rebecca Weinberg 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1288274 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1288274
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Joseph’s wife Rebecca is 3rd from left (dark dress) in back row – Find A Grave of son Leonard Gail 

(1907-1953) 
 

Caption: 

 
Rebecca & Joseph Gail’s daughter is Helen Gail Migdal (3rd from right, standing) and their son is 
Leonard Gail (standing, far right) 
 

 

 

 Chicago IL 
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 San Francisco CA 
 

 

 San Francisco CA 
 

 

San Francisco CA -  
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Wife Rosa Weinstein 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G56J-

HHY?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4Y-
91S6&action=view&cc=1402856&lang=en 

 
 

 

San Francisco CA -  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G56J-HHY?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4Y-91S6&action=view&cc=1402856&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G56J-HHY?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4Y-91S6&action=view&cc=1402856&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G56J-HHY?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4Y-91S6&action=view&cc=1402856&lang=en
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 her brother Isidor Weinstein (1873-1943, F: 77186347) 
 

 

Her sister Hulda Weinstein Kline (1870-1946, F: 276362458)  
 

 
Children by Rebecca Weinberg: 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2545/records/1456149?tid=&pid=&queryId=72865

2eb-736c-43f9-b32d-8abe1b068c03&_phsrc=iKj3623&_phstart=successSource 
Daughter Mary Gail (1902 -  ) 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2545/records/1456149?tid=&pid=&queryId=728652eb-736c-43f9-b32d-8abe1b068c03&_phsrc=iKj3623&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2545/records/1456149?tid=&pid=&queryId=728652eb-736c-43f9-b32d-8abe1b068c03&_phsrc=iKj3623&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2545/records/810948?tid=&pid=&queryId=00a52d
91-9365-49a9-a9f6-4dbdf5ffbb9b&_phsrc=iKj3625&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 

 
Son Leonard Gail (1905?/1907?-1953) – Find A Grave 22999859 
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This document claims Leonard was born 30 Sep 1905 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2M4-663T?lang=en 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N7CC-HSH?lang=en 

Son born 1907 – should this be a female birth, therefore Helen’s? 
 

 

 

 
Daughter Helen Gail Migdal Keller (1907- ?)  Find A Grave 22999859 
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Helen - Find A Grave 207499566 

 

 
Mother Rebecca Weinberg Gail, her daughter Helen Gail Migdal, her son Leonard Gail – Find A 

Grave 207499566 
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Abe/Al Midgal & Helen Gail’s wedding day – Find A Grave 207500151 

 
 

 
Helen with her sister Margaret – Find A Grave 207498453 
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Find A Grave 207529858 for Gloria Vivian Migdal Kaplan (who is pictured at left) – her grandmother 

(Joseph Gail’s 1st wife) Rebecca Weinberg Gail pictured in center & Gloria’s mother (Joseph’s 
daughter) Helen Gail Migdal at right  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QKDZ-MWD7?lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2545/records/1081786 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/42145535 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2545/records/1081786
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/42145535
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/records/35904946 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/records/35904946
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/1790105?tid=&pid=&queryId=7af818

3e-4443-4067-8c5b-878f56e7e21e&_phsrc=iKj3644&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/1790105?tid=&pid=&queryId=7af8183e-4443-4067-8c5b-878f56e7e21e&_phsrc=iKj3644&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/1790105?tid=&pid=&queryId=7af8183e-4443-4067-8c5b-878f56e7e21e&_phsrc=iKj3644&_phstart=successSource
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  Rock Island IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/42145536?tid=&pid=&queryId=aa61f

185-d37c-4c46-b911-e3a52e5985f3&_phsrc=iKj3646&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/3802892?tid=&pid=&queryId=fefd36

0e-826a-45de-bf9b-90cd1c102ac3&_phsrc=iKj3648&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/42145536?tid=&pid=&queryId=aa61f185-d37c-4c46-b911-e3a52e5985f3&_phsrc=iKj3646&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/42145536?tid=&pid=&queryId=aa61f185-d37c-4c46-b911-e3a52e5985f3&_phsrc=iKj3646&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/3802892?tid=&pid=&queryId=fefd360e-826a-45de-bf9b-90cd1c102ac3&_phsrc=iKj3648&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/3802892?tid=&pid=&queryId=fefd360e-826a-45de-bf9b-90cd1c102ac3&_phsrc=iKj3648&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/806389060 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/G8KP-9CB 
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/G8KP-9CB 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89K5-

ZKVM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AN34M-
DQR&action=view&cc=1438856&lang=en 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89K5-ZKVM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AN34M-DQR&action=view&cc=1438856&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89K5-ZKVM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AN34M-DQR&action=view&cc=1438856&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89K5-ZKVM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AN34M-DQR&action=view&cc=1438856&lang=en
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3679042?tid=&pid=&queryId=c2720
005-4d40-46aa-808d-27d0ca72f912&_phsrc=iKj3650&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/805809114?tid=&pid=&queryId=a9

96bfbc-538b-4fd7-8151-f8c9d29f5f98&_phsrc=iKj3652&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3679042?tid=&pid=&queryId=c2720005-4d40-46aa-808d-27d0ca72f912&_phsrc=iKj3650&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3679042?tid=&pid=&queryId=c2720005-4d40-46aa-808d-27d0ca72f912&_phsrc=iKj3650&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/805809114?tid=&pid=&queryId=a996bfbc-538b-4fd7-8151-f8c9d29f5f98&_phsrc=iKj3652&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/805809114?tid=&pid=&queryId=a996bfbc-538b-4fd7-8151-f8c9d29f5f98&_phsrc=iKj3652&_phstart=successSource
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Daughter born 13 Apr 1908 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N7DC-LXC?lang=en 

Daughter Sarah/May Gail (1909 –1918) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/2535662?tid=&pid=&queryId=e02ca
508-91db-4901-a450-f6fa91e25964&_phsrc=iKj3631&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2545/records/1081786 
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Daughter Margaret P. Gail Sachs/Sax (1910-1956) – siblings Helen, Leonard & Margaret – Find A 
Grave 207498453 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b080092-
00058?treeid=7195742&personid=262072805604&rc=&queryId=0525f670-8c0b-4575-b4e4-

a25e1e52d6fd&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj3599&_phstart=successSource&pId=170472197 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/6063612?tid=7195742&pid=2620728

05604&queryId=56419c99-59a2-4f08-aa18-
4793f7f6a711&_phsrc=iKj3601&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b080092-00058?treeid=7195742&personid=262072805604&rc=&queryId=0525f670-8c0b-4575-b4e4-a25e1e52d6fd&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj3599&_phstart=successSource&pId=170472197
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b080092-00058?treeid=7195742&personid=262072805604&rc=&queryId=0525f670-8c0b-4575-b4e4-a25e1e52d6fd&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj3599&_phstart=successSource&pId=170472197
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b080092-00058?treeid=7195742&personid=262072805604&rc=&queryId=0525f670-8c0b-4575-b4e4-a25e1e52d6fd&usePUB=true&_phsrc=iKj3599&_phstart=successSource&pId=170472197
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/6063612?tid=7195742&pid=262072805604&queryId=56419c99-59a2-4f08-aa18-4793f7f6a711&_phsrc=iKj3601&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/6063612?tid=7195742&pid=262072805604&queryId=56419c99-59a2-4f08-aa18-4793f7f6a711&_phsrc=iKj3601&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1500/records/6063612?tid=7195742&pid=262072805604&queryId=56419c99-59a2-4f08-aa18-4793f7f6a711&_phsrc=iKj3601&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/6508508 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/9959357 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/54849907?tid=&pid=&queryId=fd788
2b7-fe29-422a-a72c-5b8d17345ea3&_phsrc=iKj3612&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/9959357


45 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/6508453 
 

 

 
 

 
Father 
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Father Jacob Gail – Find A Grave 136643516 
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Father Jacob Gail – Find A Grave 136643516 
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Father Jacob Gail – Find A Grave 136643516 

 

 

 Chicago IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/1604642?tid=7195742&pid=2620728

05447&queryId=b2b60f24-7383-40d7-9bde-
f7a19995e8a1&_phsrc=iKj3547&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
Mother 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/1604642?tid=7195742&pid=262072805447&queryId=b2b60f24-7383-40d7-9bde-f7a19995e8a1&_phsrc=iKj3547&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/1604642?tid=7195742&pid=262072805447&queryId=b2b60f24-7383-40d7-9bde-f7a19995e8a1&_phsrc=iKj3547&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/1604642?tid=7195742&pid=262072805447&queryId=b2b60f24-7383-40d7-9bde-f7a19995e8a1&_phsrc=iKj3547&_phstart=successSource
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Hanna (Anna) Segal Gail – both images from Find A Grave 136643513 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/2409701?tid=44079385&pid=272080

036878&queryId=9f5982da-d2cb-4741-8944-
b861fe45deb4&_phsrc=iKj3549&_phstart=successSource 

 
Siblings 
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Brother Max J. Gail- Find A Grave 148404569 
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 Oakland CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8797/records/213918?tid=44079385&pid=2720800
36883&queryId=a544c827-afe6-4745-a89c-

a42fda33913b&_phsrc=iKj3552&_phstart=successSource 
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Birth year of 1881 on his CA Death Index - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2528029?tid=44079385&pid=272080
036883&queryId=96377ad3-d9a6-4dec-87ba-

4a843a17361f&_phsrc=iKj3554&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2528029?tid=44079385&pid=272080036883&queryId=96377ad3-d9a6-4dec-87ba-4a843a17361f&_phsrc=iKj3554&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2528029?tid=44079385&pid=272080036883&queryId=96377ad3-d9a6-4dec-87ba-4a843a17361f&_phsrc=iKj3554&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2528029?tid=44079385&pid=272080036883&queryId=96377ad3-d9a6-4dec-87ba-4a843a17361f&_phsrc=iKj3554&_phstart=successSource
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Birth year of 1880 on his WWI draft registration - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/23056622?tid=44079385&pid=27208
0036883&queryId=ac0b334d-35b6-424e-a670-

67d5a74e1f2f&_phsrc=iKj3556&_phstart=successSource 
 



60 
 

 

bbi

 
birth year of 1882 on his WWII draft registration - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/8973519 
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 Oakland CA 
 

 
 

 

 
Sister Frieda Gail Nudelman (1883-1948) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/44079385/person/272080036155/facts 
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 Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
Brother Arthur James (Israel Arthur ) Gail (1885-1974) 
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Arthur’s wife Catherine Childerhoes Sykes Gail – Find A Grave 26400569 
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Sister Eve (Eva) Gail Mandelovitz (1886-1952) – husband Samuel Mandelovitz (Mandel), Gertrude, 

Eva Gail Mandel – Find A Grave 207486927 
 

 

 Chicago IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1512416?tid=44079385&pid=272080

036892&queryId=d2b9911b-c673-4c48-83d0-
069334bb5f0a&_phsrc=iKj3561&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1512416?tid=44079385&pid=272080036892&queryId=d2b9911b-c673-4c48-83d0-069334bb5f0a&_phsrc=iKj3561&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1512416?tid=44079385&pid=272080036892&queryId=d2b9911b-c673-4c48-83d0-069334bb5f0a&_phsrc=iKj3561&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1512416?tid=44079385&pid=272080036892&queryId=d2b9911b-c673-4c48-83d0-069334bb5f0a&_phsrc=iKj3561&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3727723 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Brother Charles Gail (1887-1973) – Find A Grave 204679796 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3727723
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/3871210?tid=44079385&pid=272080

036895&queryId=1c071a77-1e2e-4b48-b61b- 
666bcab96418&_phsrc=iKj3564&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2527987 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/3871210?tid=44079385&pid=272080036895&queryId=1c071a77-1e2e-4b48-b61b-
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/3871210?tid=44079385&pid=272080036895&queryId=1c071a77-1e2e-4b48-b61b-
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2527987
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/77806198 
 

 
Her son Jeffrey Fitzgerald, changed surname to Gail - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2528009 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2528009
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/27297149?tid=85604617&pid=4453

0947249&queryId=98572496-fb29-4ed3-a1f6-
1ff0da2c44d9&_phsrc=iKj3583&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/27297149?tid=85604617&pid=44530947249&queryId=98572496-fb29-4ed3-a1f6-1ff0da2c44d9&_phsrc=iKj3583&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/27297149?tid=85604617&pid=44530947249&queryId=98572496-fb29-4ed3-a1f6-1ff0da2c44d9&_phsrc=iKj3583&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/27297149?tid=85604617&pid=44530947249&queryId=98572496-fb29-4ed3-a1f6-1ff0da2c44d9&_phsrc=iKj3583&_phstart=successSource
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Boonville IN 

 
Evansville IN 
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Evansville IN 

 

 Evansville IN 
 

 
Evansville IN 
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Evansville IN 
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Brother Herman Tommy Gail (1890-1952) – Find A Grave 136643514 
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Etta Persky Gail, wife of Herman – Find A Grave 136643512 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3727722?tid=44079385&pid=272080
036887&queryId=291564e1-d55f-4b21-9c97-

5eaa82cd584e&_phsrc=iKj3589&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2273/records/185534 
 
 

 
Sister Esther Gail Suloway (1891-1967) – Find A Grave 233596740 –  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3727722?tid=44079385&pid=272080036887&queryId=291564e1-d55f-4b21-9c97-5eaa82cd584e&_phsrc=iKj3589&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3727722?tid=44079385&pid=272080036887&queryId=291564e1-d55f-4b21-9c97-5eaa82cd584e&_phsrc=iKj3589&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1501/records/3727722?tid=44079385&pid=272080036887&queryId=291564e1-d55f-4b21-9c97-5eaa82cd584e&_phsrc=iKj3589&_phstart=successSource
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Louis Israel Suloway & wife Esther Gail Suloway, on their honeymoon in Benton Harbor MI in 1913 – 

Find A Grave 233596740 
 

 

 

 Chicago IL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1775714?tid=44079385&pid=272080
036888&queryId=40bcfd64-5239-47ca-9cf1-

6d1ecbf842c2&_phsrc=iKj3593&_phstart=successSource 
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Esther & Louis Suloway – Find A Grave 233596740 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
Name: Joseph Gail 
Name variations: Joe Gail 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 249,970 
Entered service from: Chicago, Cook IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joe Gail 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Jacob Gail, 454-1/2 W. 12th St., Chicago IL 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joe Gail 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:   father Jake Gail, 1325 W. Taylor St., Chicago IL (pvt, 158th Aero 
Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Joe Gail - b. 10 May 1880 Kive [formerly Kiev, as of 2025 
called Kyiv, Ukraine] Russia; res: 200 – 4th Ave. San Francisco CA. NOK Rose Gail, same address. 
Self-employed, 225 Cornwall. Height: 5’5” – 152 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942. Found at:  
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004667731_03102?treeid=&per
sonid=&hintid=&queryId=99b4c34951a06a0855cf67250e60302e&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB6278
&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=13201129 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 24 Nov 1917 
Discharged 27 Mar 1919 
Address:  141 Eddy St., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit: corporal, 11th Co., 161 Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  10 May 1881 (Veterans Administration Military Index) or 10 May 1880 (WWII draft registration) 
or Aug 1878 Poland Russia (1900 census & Find A Grave record)  
Died: 6 Dec 1951 San Francisco Co. CA  
Find A Grave record: 206945920 
Burial location:Colma, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery: Hills of Eternity Memorial Park 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  Jacob (“Jake”) Gail, Jan 1855 Russia – 29 Dec 1933 Chicago, Cook IL.  
At the time of his death, he was a widower living at 1952 E. 73rd Place, Chicago IL. Expressman for 
himself for 20 years; last worked at that occupation in 1921. Immigrated in 1890. When he died at 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004667731_03102?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=99b4c34951a06a0855cf67250e60302e&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB6278&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=13201129
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004667731_03102?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=99b4c34951a06a0855cf67250e60302e&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB6278&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=13201129
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004667731_03102?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=99b4c34951a06a0855cf67250e60302e&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB6278&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=13201129
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age 73, he had lived 35 years in Chicago & 40 years in the US. Informant: son Herman Tommy Gail, 
5147 N. St. Louis Ave., Chicago IL. 
Buried in Waldheim Cemetery Co., Forest Park, Cook IL. 
Find A Grave: 136643516 
 
Mother:  Hanna (“Anna”) Segal Gail, 1860 (or Nov 1857) Wishnovitz, Russia (near Krementes, 
Ukraine) – 27 Dec 1925 Chicago, Cook IL.  
Daughter of Louis Segal.  
“Nehama” also appears in her name at times. 
Hanna arrived in the US on 2 Jun 1896 (alternative: to Ellis Island NY 21 Jun 1896) & traveled to 
Ottumwa IA to meet up with her husband, Jacob Gail, a grocer on the main street & son Max Gail, a 
travel agent.  
Max arranged the travel plans for his mother & his 8 other siblings to both IA & Chicago.  
Died of chronic bronchitis & gall bladder cancer.  
Obituary: “Chicago Tribune” 28 Dec 1925 p 22 – Annie Gail, 65, died at her daughter’s resident 
(6138 S. Vernon Ave.) Wife of Jacob Gail & mother of Joe, Max, Arthur, Charley & Herman Gail & 
Mrs. A. Nudelman, Mrs. S. Mandelovitz & Mrs. L. Suloway. Funeral 28 Dec 1925 with burial in 
Waldheim. 
Buried in Waldheim Cemetery, Forest Park, Cook IL. 
Find A Grave: 136643513 
Parents’ marriage: 1876 or 1877 Russia/Poland (likely in what is now Ukraine) 
 
Wife #1 
Spouse:  Rebecca (Becky/Beckie) Weinberg Gail, 10 Jun 1893 Russia – 10 Jul 1960 Chicago, Cook 
IL.  
Daughter of Samuel Weinberg (b. 1859 Russia, arrived in US in 1884) & Fannie Blumenthal (1858 
Russia).  
Died at age 75. Last residence 4131 W. Jackson Blvd. Died at Franklin Boulevard Hospital Chapel, 
1300 W. Devon Ave.  
Buried in Westlawn Cemetery, Norridge, Cook IL. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 206355055 
Marriage: 29 May 1900 Cook Co. IL. Both were age 21; the license was issued the same day as the 
marriage. 
Divorce: Joe Gail filed for divorce on 28 Dec 1921 in San Francisco CA on the grounds that Rebecca 
was guilty of “wilful desertion.” A judgment of divorce occurred in Apr 1923. 
 
Wife #2 
Spouse: Rose (“Rosa”) Weinstein Gail, 1 Jan 1885 Germany – 18 Oct 1954 San Francisco, San 
Francisco CA.  
Daughter of Asher & Dora Weinstein, both born in Germany.  
Immigrated to the US in 1890.  
At age 40 (in 1926) she married Joseph Gail, a tailor.  & was a stepmother to his 3 children from his 
1st marriage.   
A “Flower” note on Find A Grave record questions if she was legally married to Joseph, but she was.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 206940983 
Marriage: 15 May 1926 San Francisco, San Francisco CA, having obtained a marriage license on 14 
May 1926. 
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Joe Gail, age 46, b. Russia, occupation: tailor, resident of 141 Eddy, San Francisco CA, divorced, 
his 2nd marriage, son of Jacob Gail & Anna Goldberg, both born Russia – married – Rosa Weinstein, 
age 40, resident of 1808 Sutter St., San Francisco CA, single, her 1st marriage, daughter of Asher & 
Dora Weinstein, both born Russia. The witnesses were Bernard Weinstein & William Weinstein, 
both living at 331 Franklin St., San Francisco CA. The officiant was Rabbi Michael Fried of Temple 
Shalom.  
 
Children: by 1st wife Rebecca Weinberg  
Confusion among birth records: 

• Mary Gail, 14 Oct 1902 Chicago, Cook IL – unknown. One birth record spells (or indexes) her 
name as Marry Gali, other as Mary Gail. Daughter of Josef Gali/Gail & Bessy Weinberg. - Age 
7 in 1910 census, where she is listed as Mary Gail. – Not listed as a surviving child in her 
brother Leonard Gail’s Oct 1953 obituary. 

• Male Gail, born 30 Sep 1905 Chicago, Cook IL -  Is this Leonard Gail? Chicago birth record 
reports parents of male infant as Joe Gale, age 28, b. Russia & Beckie Weinberg, age 26, b. 
Russia. 

• Leonard Gail, 9 Oct 1907 (10 Sep 1905 – 30 Sep 1905) Chicago, Cook IL – 7 Nov 1953 
Chicago, Cook IL (also found as 30 Nov 1953). – Leonard (unnamed, but presumably him) 
was born 30 Sep 1905 (according to an Il birth certificate). - Leonard was born on 10 Sep 
1905 (according to his IL death record.) -  There is an additional record that a male child was 
born in 1907. - Husband of Elsie Prohovnik (Prohovik) (1908-2002, F: 22999859) whom he 
married in 1937. - At time of death, a resident of 2031 E. 73rd St., Chicago, with birth date of 
10 Sep 1905, age 48, married, bus driver. Survived by mother Rebecca Gail & sisters Helen 
Keller & Margaret Sax. Died of a heart attack. - Obituary: “Chicago Tribune” 29 Nov 1953 p 
68.- Buried in Westlawn Cemetery, Norridge, Cook IL. F: 206356215 

• Female Gail, 22 Apr 1907 Chicago, Cook IL – Born to Joseph Gail (age 32, b. Russia) & 
Rebecca Weinberg (age 23, b. Russia). Is this Helen? 

• Female Gail, born 13 Apr 1908 Chicago, Cook IL -    Born to Joseph & Beckie Gail. – Is this 
Helen? 

• Helen Gail Migdal Keller, allegedly 13 Mar 1908 Chicago, Cook IL but two Chicago, Cook IL 
birth records list birth as 22 Apr 1907 to Joseph Gail (32, Russia) & Rebecca Weinberg (23, 
Russia) and 13 Apr 1908 to Joseph & Beckie Gail.  - Note: The Helen Migdal who was born 13 
Apr 1908 died 6 Feb 1992 in Volusia Co. FL. - Married to Abraham/Abe/Al Migdal (F: 
207500151) on 29 Mar 1925 in Chicago, Cook IL. Their marriage record lists her as Ellen 
Gale & him as Abe Migdal.  – Abe Migdal was born 8 Jul 1894 in Prysnutz, Poland & died 26 
Nov 1938 in Chicago, Cook IL. – Helen Migdal married Ralph J. Keller on 5 Jun 1944 in Cook 
Co. IL. – In the 1950 census for Chicago, Cook IL, conducted 2 Apr 1950, Ralph Keller, 54 IN, 
hotel clerk at a hotel, lived at 2413 Jackson with wife Helen Keller (60 IL) & stepchildren Earl 
Migdal (20 IL, shoe salesman, retail shoe store) & Gloria Migdal (18 IL, typist, credit house). 
- Listed as Helen Keller in her brother Leonard Gail’s Oct 1953 obituary. – Ralph J. Keller 
was born 3 Apr 1895 IN & died 23 Feb 1951 Cook Co. IL - Helen is found in newspaper 
articles with the surname Migdal in Aug 1960, Jul 1963 & Oct 1965. When her son Earl 
Migdal (1929-2010, F: 207529522) marries in Nov 1965, his wedding announcement lists his 
mother as Mrs. Helen Migdal. – Her daughter Gloria (“Sissy”) Vivian Migdal Kaplan (1931-
2005) had 2 Find A Grave records on 8 Dec 2005: 207529858 & 217611076)> - Death date 
unknown & burial location unknown on Find A Grave record. F: 207499566 –  
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• Sarah/May Gail, 10 Nov 1909 Chicago, Cook IL – 25 Feb 1918 Chicago. Cook IL. - IL birth 
record records birth of female child to Joseph Gail (30) & Rebecca Wineberg (28) in 
Chicago, Cook IL. - An IL death certificate records her death at age 9 on 25 Feb 1918 in 
Chicago, Cook IL as Sarah Gail, b. ca. 1909. Parents: Joe Gail & Sarah Weinberg, both b. 
Russia. - Burial in Forest Park IL (presumably Waldheim Cemetery). – Burial of May Gail (d. 
25 Feb 1918) in Waldheim Cemetery Co., Forest Park, Cook IL. F: 136643517 – If Joseph 
was on the Tuscania on 5 Feb 1918 & his daughter died at home on 25 Feb 1918, it would 
have been a traumatic month for the Gail family. 

• Margaret P. Gail Sachs/Sax, 14 Oct 1910 Chicago, Cook IL – Feb 1956 Los Angeles Co. CA. - 
- In 1930 census living on W. Jackson Blvd. in Chicago IL, single, age 26, public school 
teacher. – Margaret Gail married David Sax on 25 Jun 1930 in Cook Co. IL. - In 1940 IL 
census she is age 35, married to David Sachs/Sax (age 45). – In the 1950 census for Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles CA, conducted 12 Apr 1950, David Sax (55 Russia, “jewler” in a 
“jewlery” store, lived at 917 Shenandoah with wife Margaret Sax (48 IL). Their daughter was 
Gitelle Sax (12 KY). – According to his WWII draft registration card, registered 27 Apr 1942, 
David Sax lived at 413 Jackson Blvd., Chicago IL. His birthdate was 4 Apr 1895 Russia. He 
was unemployed. His next-of-kin was Mrs. Margaret Sax. David Sax died Jan 1973 in Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles CA & is buried in Hillside Memorial Park, Culver City, Los Angeles CA, 
F: 175809953. He was the son of Abraham Sax & Gertrude Hirschorn. - Margaret’s daughter 
Terry Sax marries Joel Levy & has a child, Catel Levy. – Her funeral was held 9 Feb 1956 in 
Los Angeles Co. CA. - Burial details unknown. F: 207498453 

 
Siblings: Joseph was the oldest child of those listed. His mother reports she has given birth to 9 
children, 8 of whom are living. The ones listed below & Joseph number 9.  

• Max J. Gail, 15 Dec 1881 Poland {year of 1882 on WWII draft registration, 1880 on WWI draft 
registration] – 9 Oct 1966 Oakland, Alameda CA. - Husband of Jennie Lerner (1888-1962, F: 
148389286) whom he married in Alameda Co. CA on 31 Dec 1931.  Max was age 49; it was 
his 1st marriage. Jennie Lerner, daughter of David Lerner & Bertha Spilka, was age 38, both 
b. Russia. Jennie said it was her 4th marriage. She did not provide any previous married 
surnames, only her birth surname. - Buried in Home of Peace Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda 
CA. F: 148404569 

• Frieda Gail Nudelman, 24 Mar 1883 Russia – 17 Dec 1948 Chicago, Cook IL. - Wife of 
Abraham (Abe) Nudelman (1881-1964, F: 204387709) whom she married in 1901. The 
couple obtained a marriage license on 18 Dec 1901 in Chicago, Cook IL. - Buried in 
Waldheim Cemetery Co., Forest Park, Cook IL. F: 130816091 

• Arthur James (“Israel Arthur”) Gail, 7 Jul 1885 Russia [now Kyiv, Ukraine] – 10 May 1974 
Essondale, Metropolitan Vancouver Regional District, British Columbia, Canada. – In 1914, 
Arthur married Catherine Childerhoes Sykes (1892-1965, F: 26400569); her father was a 
minister. - Husband of Georgina Wood (1878-1969, F: 216187542) who in 1920 married 
Allan Alexander McNab (1879-1953). - Husband of Dorothy Evans (1892-1974, F: 
26355075), whose 1st husband was Andrew Bunton (1885-1956). Dorothy was Arthur’s 
surviving widow.   – Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Vancouver, Greater Vancouver 
Regional District, British Columbia, Canada. F: 26400568 

• Eva (“Eve”) Gail Mandelovitz, 1886 Russia – 28 Nov 1952 Cook Co. IL. - Married Samuel 
Mandelovitz (1884-1964) on 28 Sep 1907 in Chicago, Cook IL. They had 2 daughters.  – 
Sometimes Samuel shortened his surname to Mandel. - Burial details unknown. - F: 
207486927 
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• Charles (“Charlie”) Jacob Gail, 15 Jun 1887 Russia – 28 Jun 1973 Riverside, Riverside CA. - 
Husband of Lois Marguerite Franz (23 Apr 1916 Boon, Warrick IN – 14 Jun 2006 CA, F: 
204679709), the daughter of Edward I. Franz (1889-1970, F: 64056679) & Pearl Mae Long 
(1888-1975, F: 64057011) . – Lois Franz had married Harvey Fitzgerald in Apr 1934 in 
Warrick Co. IN; they separated 9 Jul 1948, the day before their divorce filing. – In the 1940 
census for Knight, Vanderburgh IN, conducted 27 Apr 1940, Harvey Fitzgerald (26 IN, 
welder, steel construction) lived with wife Lois (24 IN); in 1935 they had resided in rural 
Warrick Co. IN. - In the 1950 census for Riverside, Riverside CA, conducted 7 Apr 1950, 
Charles Gail, age 63, b. IA [incorrect] lived at 5340 Arlington with wife Lois M. Gail (33 IN) & 
stepson Jeffrey W. Fitzgerald (2 IN). – Jeffrey Fitzgerald, born 1947, changed his surname to 
Gail & is buried as Jeffrey D. Gale, died 1948, in the same cemetery as Charles & Lois, F: 
170224968. Harvey Ellis Fitzgerald (26 Mar 1914 Henderson Co. KY – 19 Aug 1996 
Vanderburgh Co. IN, F: 86474486) was the son of Mose Fitzgerald & Ann Pemberton. In the 
1950 census, Harvey (35 IN) was divorced & lived in Evansville, Edinburgh IN. – Charles is 
buried in Crestlawn Memorial Park, Riverside, Riverside CA.  F: 204679796 

• Herman (Hyman) “Tommy” Gail, 15 Mar 1890 Vinitvitz, Russia – 28 Nov 1952 Chicago, Cook 
IL. - Husband of Etta Persky (1897-1968, F: 136643512) whom he married in Cook Co. IL on 
15 Nov 1914. - Buried in Waldheim Cemetery Co., Forest Park, Cook IL. F: 136643514 

• Esther Gail Suloway, Mar 1891 Russia – 11 Apr 1967 Chicago, Cook IL. - Married in Cook Co. 
IL on 17 Jun 1913 to Louis Israel Suloway (1884-1958, F: 195180511), having obtained a 
marriage license in Chicago, Cook IL on 10 Jun 1913. – Buried in Oak Woods Cemetery, 
Chicago, Cook IL. F: 207530411 

 
Notes: 
 
Joseph arrived with his mother & 8 siblings in the US on 6 Jun 1896. The family went to Ottumwa IA 
where his father Jacob Gail owned & operated a grocery store on the main street & his brother Max 
Gail was a travel agent. Max made the family’s travel arrangements & allegedly earned enough 
money to move them to Chicago. 
 
San Francisco County Naturalization Records, 1824-1947, report Joseph Gail at 642 Natoma, b. 
Russia, naturalized through his father’s naturalization. 
 
Wartime: 
 
1918 address: 454-1/2 W. 12th St., Chicago IL - father Jake (Jacob) Gail lives at 1325 W. Taylor, 
Chicago IL 
 
“Chicago Tribune” 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – safe arrival of 12 more Tuscania survivors reported. One is Pvt. 
Joe Gail, 454 ½ W. 12th St. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
San Francisco city/county coroner (partially copied above): Joseph Gail, resident of 200 – 4th Ave 
died at his residence on 6 Dec 1951. On 5 Dec 1951 around 11:55 p.m. began gasping for breath & 
perspiring heavily & collapsed on bed. Investigator arrived at 12:06 a.m. on 6 Dec 1951. Natural 
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causes. Information from wife Rosa Gail. Religion: Jewish. Retired. Born Russia. Sunset Memorial 
Chape, 1501 Divisadero.  Height: 5’5” – 137 lbs. 
 
Social Security Number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Chicago, Cook IL – 486 S. Morgan St. – conducted 5 Jun 1900 
Jacob Gail, 53 Poland Russia, Jan 1847, parents b. Poland Russia, emigrated 1890, in US for 10 
years, naturalized, married 24 years, rags peddler 
Annie, 42 Poland Russia, Nov 1857, parents b. Poland Russia, emigrated 1896, in US for 4 years, 
gave birth to 9 children, 8 are living 
Joe, 21 Poland Russia, Aug 1878, emigrated 1893, in US for 7 years, naturalized, operator 
Max, 19 Poland Russia, Sep 1880, emigrated 1893, in US for 7 years, rags peddler 
Frieda, 17 Poland Russia, Mar 1883, emigrated 1896, in US for 4 years, fur collaretts 
Israel, 15 Poland Russia, Jan 1885, emigrated 1896, in US for 4 years, bakery 
Eva, 13 Poland Russia, Feb 1887, emigrated 1896, in US for 4 years, cigar maker 
Charlie, 12 Poland Russia, Jun 1887, emigrated 1896, in US for 4 years, at school 
Hyman, 11 Poland Russia, Mar 1889, emigrated 1896, in US for 4 years, at school 
Ester, 9 Poland Russia, Mar 1891, emigrated 1896, in US for 4 years, at school 
 
1910 Memphis, Shelby TN – S. 3rd St. – conducted 23/24 Apr 1910 
Joseph Gail, 32 Russia, parents b. Russia, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1895, naturalized, tailor, shop 
Rebecca, 29 Russia, parents b. Russia, emigrated 1895, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Mary, 7 IL 
Louis, 4 IL [apparently Leonard] 
Helen, 2 IL 
May, 6 months IL 
 
1910 Chicago, Cook IL – 1412 Taylor – the rest of the family – conducted 22 Apr 1910 
Jacob Gail, 52 Russia, parents b. Russia, in 1st marriage, married 31 years, emigrated 1892, 
naturalized, express man 
Anne, 50 Russia, parents b. Russia, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1896, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are 
living 
Herman, 19 Russia, single, emigrated 1896, cutter, tailor shop 
Esther, 18 Russia, single, emigrated 1896, clerk, tailor shop 
 
1920 Chicago, Cook IL – 1220 – 13th W. St. – conducted 4 Jan 1920  
Joseph Gail, 40 Russia, parents b. Russia, emigrated 1890, naturalized 1905, tailor, factory 
Rebecca, 37 Russia, parents b. Russia, emigrated 1894, naturalized 1905 
Margaret, 17 IL 
Helen, 12 IL 
 
1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Octavia St. – conducted 3 Jan 1920 – line 73 – is this also 
him? 
Joseph Gail, 39 Russia, parents b. Russia, SINGLE, tailor 
Lodger with Jane A. Crisman (64 UT, parents b. England) & her daughter Bessie (36 UT). 
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1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 1808 Sutter – conducted 11 Apr 1930 
Joe Gail, 50 Poland, parents b. Poland, age 21 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1893, naturalized, tailor, 
WWI veteran 
Rose, 45 Poland, parents b. Poland, age 41 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1890, naturalized 
With lodger A.R. Raper, 71 IN, parents b. OH, widowed, age 25 at 1st marriage, elevator operator, 
store 
 
1930 Chicago, Cook IL – 30 Jackson Blvd. - conducted 7 Apr 1930 – his ex-wife & children, but 
Rebecca is divorced, not widowed 
Rebecca Gail, 45 Russia, parents b. Russia, WIDOW, emigrated 1905, naturalized 
Margaret P., 26 IL, parents b. Russia, single, teacher, public school 
Leonard, 23 IL, parents b. Russia, single, chauffeur, taxicab company 
The next census entry is for Joseph & Rebecca’s married daughter, Helen Gail Migdal: 
Abraham Migdal, 30 Russia, parents b. Russia, age 25 at 1st marriage, contractor, painting (house) 
Helen, 21 IL, parents b. Russia, age 16 at 1st marriage 
Earl, 4 months IL, father b. Russia, mother b. IL 
 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 200 – 4th Ave. – same house in 1935 – conducted 4 Apr 
1940 
Joe Gail, 61 Russia, proprietor, retail cleaning & pressing 
Rosa, 61 Germany 
 
1940 Chicago, Cook IL – Jackson Blvd. – same house in 1935 – ex-wife Rebecca & widowed 
daughter Helen Gail Migdal & her children, as Abe Migdal had died in 1938 – conducted 17 Apr 1940 
– Rebecca is not widowed, but divorced 
Rebecca Gail, 64 Russia, WIDOW 
Helen Migdal, 31 IL, widow, saleswoman, department store [daughter] 
Earl Migdal, 10 IL [grandson] 
Gloria Migdal, 9 IL [granddaughter] 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 200 – 4th Ave. – conducted Apr 1950 [no date of month 
provided] 
Joseph Gail, 70 Russia 
Rosa, 73 Poland 


