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TUSCANIA 

         

Removed from Tuscania in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada 

William T. George 
1891 TN – 1963 IL 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/21873598 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60382/records/61546052 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-

6W69-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPN7-
RC5P&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-6W69-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPN7-RC5P&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-6W69-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPN7-RC5P&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-6W69-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPN7-RC5P&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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TN, US, Delayed Birth Records, 1869 – 1909 – Birth certificate filed 16 Oct 1950 using evidence from 
the family Bible & 2 affidavits (from W.E. Wyatt & John A. Lehman) that William T. George was born 9 

Feb 1891 in rural Humphreys Co. TN to Lewis Pleasantine George & Mary Monroe Binkley, both b. 
TN. William T. George resided at 2116 N. 56th, East St. Louis IL at the time. - 

(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2282/images/33117_266966-
01294?pId=207233 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/records/207233?tid=101845904
&pid=362022177060&queryId=85d7a98a-cf6c-4aa4-b6aa-
f05e63ecdf46&_phsrc=iKj4781&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/records/207233?tid=101845904&pid=362022177060&queryId=85d7a98a-cf6c-4aa4-b6aa-f05e63ecdf46&_phsrc=iKj4781&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/records/207233?tid=101845904&pid=362022177060&queryId=85d7a98a-cf6c-4aa4-b6aa-f05e63ecdf46&_phsrc=iKj4781&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/records/207233?tid=101845904&pid=362022177060&queryId=85d7a98a-cf6c-4aa4-b6aa-f05e63ecdf46&_phsrc=iKj4781&_phstart=successSource
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Life 
 

 

  
Memphis TN 
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Knoxville TN 
 
 

 
William T. George was removed from the Tuscania on 26 Jan 1918 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada – 

“Belvidere (IL) Daily Republican” 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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 Nashville TN 
 



8 
 

 

 

 

 Nashville TN 
 

 

 

 Knoxville TN 
Except the article of the “glorious dead” from WWI made the mistake of thinking William had not 

survived 
 

 
Wife unknown, as of 5 Jun 1917 

 

 
Wife Etta Frances Jines Tennyson 
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 Dixon IL 
 

 

 Mount Vernon IL 
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Wife Lois Mary Reigle George 

 
 

 
Obituary of wife Lois Mary Reigle George – “Tampa Bay Times” (Tampa FL) 24 Dec 1986 p 76 

 

 

 

 Belleville IL 
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Father 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Lewis+Pleasantine_George&birth=1864_tennessee-
usa_45&child=Bessie+Margaret_George&child2=William+T_George&gender=m&searchMode=adv

anced&searchType=t&spouse=Mary+Monroe_Brinkley&treePerson=33734228_160161343068 
Evidence for the death date of 1895 was not located. 

 

 
Mother 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4125/records/38300 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1169/records/2220986 

 

 
Sibling: 

 

 

 
Sister Bessie Margaret George Curtis (1892-1983) – Find A Grave 50896469 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/101845904/person/362022177058/facts 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/records/215752?tid=101845904&pid=362022

177058&queryId=c4d7eac6-6b99-4958-ae95-
e123830863dc&_phsrc=iKj4778&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/records/215752?tid=101845904&pid=362022177058&queryId=c4d7eac6-6b99-4958-ae95-e123830863dc&_phsrc=iKj4778&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/records/215752?tid=101845904&pid=362022177058&queryId=c4d7eac6-6b99-4958-ae95-e123830863dc&_phsrc=iKj4778&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/records/215752?tid=101845904&pid=362022177058&queryId=c4d7eac6-6b99-4958-ae95-e123830863dc&_phsrc=iKj4778&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2282/records/215752?tid=101845904&pid=362022

177058&queryId=6ed59b47-b71c-49df-bda0-
a447f8c82aeb&_phsrc=iKj4801&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1169/images/VRMUSATN1780_061314-
00235?pId=6154882 

 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: William T. George 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  697,087 
Entered service from:  Waverly, Humphreys TN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William T. George  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  sister Mrs. Bessie Curtis, Waverly TN 
Removed from Tuscania 26 Jan 1918 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
Sailed on “Saxonia” leaving NYC on 15 Jul 1918 
Listed on “Saxonia” as: William T. George 
Next-of-kin on “Saxonia” & rank: sister Mrs. Rylie Curtis, RR 3 Waverly TN  (pvt, 226th Aero Sq, Air 
Service) 
Returned from war on: “Mauretania" 1918/1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William T. George (indexed as William T. Geroge on Fold3, but correct 
"George" on original form) 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  sister Mrs. Rylie Curtis, RR 3, Waverly TN (pvt, 228th Aero Sq, Air 
Service)  
 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as W.T. George - b. 9 Feb 1891 Waverly TN; res: 1820 E. 
Broadway, East St. Louis IL. Beer bottler, Central Brewery, East St. Louis IL. Married, wife & child. 
Tall & slender.  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William T. George - b. 9 Feb 1891 Lonely TN; res: 1831 St. 
Louis Ave., East St. Louis IL. NOK Geneva Anderson, Okolona MS. Employed at Victory Cab Co., 8th 
& State St., East St. Louis IL. Height: 5’11” – 160 lbs. Registered 25 Apr 1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 22 Nov 1917 
Discharged 24 Dec 1918 
Address:  206 Murphy Bldg. East St. Louis IL 
Rank/unit:  private, 228th Aero Squadron A S 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 Feb 1891 Lonely, Humphreys TN (WWII draft) or Waverly, Humphreys TN (WWI draft]  
Died: 26 Dec 1963 St. Louis MO [MO death record]   
Find A Grave record: 81309574, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Lemay, St. Louis MO 
Cemetery: Jefferson Barracks National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Illinois Pvt 228 Aero Sq WWI 
 
Father: Lewis Pleasantine George, b. ca. 1864 TN.  
Son of Lewis George (b. ca. 1833) & Sarah Cates (b. ca. 1837).  
In the 1870 & 1880 censuses, Lewis resides in Humphreys Co. TN.  
In the 1870 census for District 12, Humphreys Co. TN, conducted 13 Aug 1870: 
Lewis George, 38 TN, farmer 
Sarah, 34 TN, keeping house 
Henry, 16 TN, farm labor 
William, 12 TN 
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Samuel, 9 TN 
Lewis, 7 TN 
Mary, 4 TN 
In the 1880 census for District 12, Humphreys Co. TN, conducted 1 Jun 1880, Lewis’s father is not 
listed: 
Sarah George, 44 TN, keeping house 
William, 22 TN, farmer 
Samuel, 18 TN, farm laborer 
Louis P., 16 TN, farm laborer 
Mary M., 14 TN, at home 
Charles, 4 TN, at home 
His wife Mary claims she is a widow in the 1900 census & lives in Humphreys Co. TN with Lewis’s 
brothers, William M. & Charles George. 
Online family trees indicate a death date in 1895, but offer no proof. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Mary Monroe (“Mollie”) Binkley George, b. May 1864 TN. Alive as of the 1900 census 
(conducted 27 Jun 1900). 
Daughter of Francis M. (“Fran”) Binkley (1832-1879, F: 90993351) & Elizabeth Jane (Lizzie) Dyer 
(1840-1923, F: 77749681).  
In the 1870 census for District 6, Humphreys Co. TN, conducted 20/21 Jan (Jun?) 1870: 
Frances M. Binkley, 38 TN, farm laborer 
Elizabeth J., 29 TN, keeping house 
Geo. A., 8 TN, attending school 
Mary M., 6 TN, at home 
John A., 4 TN, at home 
Walter L., 2 TN, at home 
Covington C. Dyer, 23 TN, attending school 
John Campbell, 28 Cleveland, tailor 
In the 1880 census for District 15, Humphreys Co. TN, conducted 16 Jun 1880: 
Elizabeth Binkley, 40 TN, parents b. TN, keeping house, widow 
George A., 17 TN, farm laborer 
Mary, 16 TN, at home 
John, 14 TN, farm laborer 
Walter L., 12 TN, farm laborer 
Mildred, 9 TN 
Margaret, 6 TN 
Ridley F., 2 TN 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  5 Feb 1890 Humphreys Co. TN – L.P. George & Mollie Binkley, married by a 
justice of the peace. License obtained 3 Feb 1890. 
William’s parents married 28 years to the day before the Tuscania sank. 
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Spouse: unknown name,  
William claims to be married with a wife & child on his 5 Jun 1917 WWI draft registration card.  
In the 1930 census, William says he was age 22 at his 1st marriage, which places his marriage date 
ca. 1917.   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: ca. 1917 
 
Spouse:  Etta Frances Jines Tennyson George, 29 Feb 1896 Dahlgren, Hamilton IL – Aug 1956 East 
St. Louis, St. Clair IL [her funeral was 26 Aug 1956].   
SSN 335-12-8959.  
Daughter of Luther Jines (1872-1960) & Matilda A. Cook (1875-1942).   
 
In the 1900 census, Etta, b. Feb 1896 IL, resides with her parents, Luther & Matilda [Cook] Jines, in 
Dahlgren, Hamilton IL.  
 
Claims she was age 18 at the time of her 1st marriage (which computes to ca. 1917). Married 
Roman Franklin (“Frank”) Tennyson (20 Apr 1896 Dahlgren, Hamilton IL – Feb 1977) on 21 Jan 1915 
in Hamilton Co. IL.  
 
Their son, Everette Russell (E. Russell) Tennyson, was born 29 Oct 1915 Dahlgren, Hamilton IL & 
died 30 Apr 1986 Fairview Heights, St. Clair IL, F: 95503330).  Photograph of E. Russell Tennyson in 
role as club manager of the Elks Lodge in the “Mount Vernon (IL) Register-News” 16 Oct 1957 p 1. 
 
Roman Tennyson filed for a divorce from Etta in Lee Co. IL on 12 Jan 1922.  
 
Frank Tennyson married Martha H. Alschlager 15 Jul 1925 (“Dixon [IL] Evening Telegraph” 19 Jan 
1974 p 4)  
 
In the 1920 census, Etta Tennyson, age 23, b. IL, lives with her son, Russell Tennyson, age 4 IL, at 
the residence of her parents, Luther & Matilda Jines, in Dahlgren, Hamilton IL. Her status is 
“married.”   
 
Etta resides with William George in East St. Louis IL in the 1930 census at 1523 Gaty Ave.; she is a 
waitress in a restaurant.  
 
In the 1940 census, Etta George, age 44, b. IL, divorced, lives at 1520 Gaty Ave., East St. Louis, St. 
Clair IL with her son Russell Tennyson (24 IL) & 3 lodgers.  
On his WWII draft registration, Everette Russell Tennyson, b. 15 Oct 1915 in Dahlgren, Hamilton IL, 
employed at Monsanto, lives at 1520 Gaty Ave., East St. Louis IL, with his next-of-kin, Mrs. Etta 
Frances George.   
 
Death notice: “Mount Vernon (IL) Register-News: Tuesday 28 Aug 1956 p 12 – news from Dahlgren: 
William & Clyde Jines, funeral of their sister Etta [no surname listed] in East St. Louis IL on Sunday 
[26 Aug] 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
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Spouse:  Lois Mary Reigle George, 9 Sep 1916 MI – 22 Dec 1986 Alachua Co. FL.  
Daughter of Abraham Lincoln Reigle. Her mother appears to be Lydia Krull.  
Her maiden name is also found spelled Riegel.   
 
In the 1930 census Lois Reigle, age 13 TN, lives on Long St. in McEwen, Humphreys TN with her 
father A. Lincoln Reigle (63 MI) & sister Irma Reigle (20 MI).  
 
In the 1940 census, Lois, age 23, b. MI, former resident of McEwen, Humphreys TN, is living with 
William George in East St. Louis IL. William’s sister Bessie also lived in McEwen TN.  
 
Her obituary (copied above) appears in the “Tampa Bay Times” (Tampa FL) of 24 Dec 1986 p 76.  
Also in the “St. Louis (MO) Post Dispatch” 24 Dec 1986 p 22 – Lois M. (Reigle) George, age 70, d. 22 
Dec 1986; funeral 26 Dec 1986. 
 
Lois George is buried with William in Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, LeMary, St. Louis Co. 
MO.  
 
Spouse Find A Grave: 81309557 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 

• Dependent child claimed on his 5 Jun 1917 draft card, but may not be his biological child.  
 
Sibling:  

• Bessie Margaret George Curtis, 9 Oct 1892 Humphreys Co. TN – 23 Jun 1983 Nashville, 
Davidson TN. - Wife of William Riley Curtis (1890-1961, F: 50896469). William & Bessie 
married 21 Aug 1910 in Humphreys Co. TN. – William George’s next-of-kin on his wartime 
voyages was his sister Bessie/Mrs. Riley Curtis of Waverly TN. - Her husband’s obituary 
appears in the “Nashville (TN) Banner” 15 Jun 1961 p 46 – died at age 71, resident 211 
Chamberlain St., Nashville, son of R.L. & Annie Curtis, survived by wife Bessie Margaret 
Curtis, 2 sons, 6 sisters. - Bessie’s obituary: “The Tennessean” (Nashville TN) 25 Jun 1983 p 
20 – McEwen TN: Curtis, Mrs. Bessie George, age 90, d. 23 Jun 1983 at the Nashville Health 
Care Center. Survived by 5 grandchildren. Interment in McEwen Cemetery. - Buried in 
McEwen Cemetery, McEwen, Humphreys TN. F: 50896479 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
1959 East St. Louis IL city directory 
William & Lois George resided at 2116 N. 56th [the same address William had used 16 Oct 1950 
when he applied to TN for a delayed birth certificate] 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 333-01-7819 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Civil District 12, Humphreys Co. TN – conducted 27 Jun 1900 – William, his sister Bessie & 
mother Mary live with his father’s two brothers, William M. & Charles George. 
William M. George, 42 TN, Oct 1857, parents b. TN, single, farmer [head of household] 
Charles George, 24 TN, Nov 1875, parents b. TN, single [brother] 
Mary M. George, 24 TN, May 1864, parents b. TN, widow, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living [sister-
in-law] 
William T. George, 9 TN, Feb 1891, parents b. TN [nephew] 
Bessie M., 7 TN, Oct 1892, parents b. TN [niece] 
 
1910 Driskill, Fulton KY – conducted 30 Apr 1910 – line 85 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7884/records/8572180?tid=&pid=&queryId=657d8f
c1-f372-4b5a-83b8-57c67e4a118c&_phsrc=iKj4783&_phstart=successSource 
William George, 19 TN, parents b. TN, servant – farm laborer, living with  
Thomas M. McAdoo, 58, farmer & wife Eugenia 
 
1920 Canteen, St. Clair IL – conducted 16 Feb 1920  - might this be him, although neither he nor his 
parents were b. in IL? 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/89897907?tid=&pid=&queryId=c6ae
15a6-8c09-475d-9625-354c853ced9e&_phsrc=iKj4786&_phstart=successSource 
Wm. T. George, 29 IL, parents b. IL, single, laborer, farm, living with 2 other boarders with: 
Estella Hess, 37 IL, widow 
 
1930 East St. Louis, St. Clair IL – 1523 Gaty Ave. – conducted 5 Apr 1930 
William T. George, 39 TN, parents b. TN, age 22 at 1st marriage, salesman, specialty, WWI veteran 
Etta, 35 IL, parents b. IL, age 18 at 1st marriage, waitress, restaurant 
 
1940 East St. Louis, St. Clair IL – 1831 St. Louis – conducted 15 Apr 1940  
William T. George, 49 TN, cab driver, cab co., living in same place in 1935 
Lois M., 23 MI, living in McEwen, Humphreys TN in 1935 [wife] 
 
1950 Washington Park, St. Clair IL – 2116 – 56th St. – conducted 20 Apr 1950 
William George, 59 TN, cab driver, cab company 
Lois, 33 MI 


