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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 

finalized version is available. 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Sloss, John 

1885 Scotland – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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Find A Grave 53273145 

 
 

 



3 
 

 

John Sloss American Legion Post No. 125, Madras, Jefferson Co. OR, 850 SW Madison St., Madras 
OR 97741 - https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPost125MadrasOregon/ 

 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH7-TVZR 

 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W74X-NDT2 

 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPH7-TVZR
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W74X-NDT2
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Excerpts from an essay written by school student Max Cooper of Scotland in 2025, a relative of 

John Sloss
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Used with gratitude and permission of Max Cooper and his father, Jamie Cooper – 6 Nov 2025 
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https://www.madras.gov/publicworks/page/veterans-war-memorial-plaza-project 

 
 

https://www.madras.gov/publicworks/page/veterans-war-memorial-plaza-project
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https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=113268 

 
 

Newspapers: 
 
 

 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 16 Oct 1921 p 17 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 11 Dec 1921 p 51 

 

 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 18 Dec 1921 p 50 
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“Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Wednesday 3 May 1922 p 2 
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“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Thursday 16 Apr 1925 p 4 
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“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Friday 13 Feb 1942 p 8 
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John Sloss American Legion Post No. 125, Madras OR - “Bend (OR) Bulletin” Saturday 21 Feb 1942 

p 1 
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“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Thursday 1 Mar 1945 p 6 

 

 
“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Wednesday 18 Jul 1945 p 5 
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“Sunday Oregonian” (Portland OR) 27 Nov 1921 p 14 – on Find A Grave 53273145 – and “Salem (OR) 

Statesman Journal” Tuesday 29 Nov 1921 p 5 
 
 
 

’John was born in Kirkoswald, Ayrshire in 1885 and like his father worked in agriculture. The 

1901 Census has him working in Balhamage Dairy, Colmonell. When the Sloss family moved to 

Lochwinnoch is not known.  

Tragically Thomas and Marion Sloss of Victoria Place, Lochwinnoch, would receive the sad 

news that their only son John 33 years had been killed. Their grief would be shared with their 

seven daughters. 

On Islay the surviving American Soldiers were treated as if they were family. The Islanders gave 

food and shelter and medical aid to the survivors. They recovered the bodies that landed upon 

their rugged shores and gave each one a proper burial. 
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One of the mass graves in the Kilnaughton Military Cemetary contained10 coffins which were 

numbered 1 – 10.   In coffin number 1 was the remains of,Private John Sloss. 20th Engineers, 

6th Battalion D Company. 

In the summer of 1920 the American Red Cross financed the construction of a monument, on 

top of the peninsula of the Mull of Oa, within sight of where the Tuscania sank, to 

commemorate the loss of life from the Tuscania. The monument stands in the shape of a Light 

House high above the cliffs where so many lives were lost. 

During 1920, the Americans Government exhumed the bodies of their servicemen on Islay and 

relocated them.  

In 1921 the Parish of Lochwinnoch erected a Memorial to the memory of the men from this 

district who fell in the Great War. On the Memorial were added the 61 names of the young men 

who had made the supreme sacrifice. John Sloss’ name was not among them. 

Mr and Mrs Sloss never saw this fine Memorial as Thomas and Marion died on the 8th and 15th 

of February 1921 respectively. 

On the 26 May 1922, a funeral took place in Lochwinnoch Cemetery, when the remains of 
John Sloss were laid to rest beside his mother and father. Added to the head stone was the 

inscription, ‘Private John Sloss American Army drowned off Islay through sinking of the 

Tuscania 5 February 1922. 

The opening of the lair was paid for by John’s brother in law Andrew Brown, 
Allandale,Lochwinnoch. Andrew a farmer had married John’s eldest sister Marion, in 1904 at 

Belhamage Dairy, Colmonell Ayrshire. 

It is unclear why the name of John Sloss was omitted from the War Memorial. Of the sixty one 

names on the Memorial three of them just like John had emigrated before the start of the war 
and were killed while serving in Canadian Regiments. Others just like John were not born in 

the Parish of Lochwinnoch. 

Has the name of John Sloss been forgotten? 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them". 

Excerpt from Ancestry.com public story – this story has a few inaccuracies (Marion Sloss 

Brown was not John’s oldest sister, for example) -https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/46453253/person/6769841818/media/00599deb-98f0-4e36-

81ce-ea9ca4e3bae1?_phsrc=hFB56878&_phstart=successSource  

 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Janet Sloss McLintock (1872-1955) – in the 1940s -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/46453253/person/6769841810/media/bf2f1665-0ffd-4c94-8c79-d0f573ea2fae 
 
 

 
Duncan McIntyre & John’s sister Helen (Nellie) Sloss (1873-1957) & their children - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/178417514/person/422327739866/media/0f9b4e78-96d2-4bb6-83ff-

7f85a805dff9?_phsrc=hFB56849&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/46453253/person/6769841810/media/bf2f1665-0ffd-4c94-8c79-d0f573ea2fae
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/46453253/person/6769841810/media/bf2f1665-0ffd-4c94-8c79-d0f573ea2fae
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/178417514/person/422327739866/media/0f9b4e78-96d2-4bb6-83ff-7f85a805dff9?_phsrc=hFB56849&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/178417514/person/422327739866/media/0f9b4e78-96d2-4bb6-83ff-7f85a805dff9?_phsrc=hFB56849&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/178417514/person/422327739866/media/0f9b4e78-96d2-4bb6-83ff-7f85a805dff9?_phsrc=hFB56849&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/151016923/person/172004364577/media/79f8b38a-042f-4192-b2c0-

131fe49c6316?_phsrc=hFB56852&_phstart=successSource 
 



19 
 

 



20 
 

 

 
Naturalization of sister Margaret Sloss McClure (1892-1985) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/151016923/person/172004364577/media/79f8b38a-042f-4192-b2c0-

131fe49c6316?_phsrc=hFB56852&_phstart=successSource 
Her husband Alexander’s application at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/900674318:61195 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/151016923/person/172004364577/media/79f8b38a-042f-4192-b2c0-131fe49c6316?_phsrc=hFB56852&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/151016923/person/172004364577/media/79f8b38a-042f-4192-b2c0-131fe49c6316?_phsrc=hFB56852&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/151016923/person/172004364577/media/79f8b38a-042f-4192-b2c0-131fe49c6316?_phsrc=hFB56852&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900674318:61195
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900674318:61195
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CT death record of Margaret Sloss McClure 

 
 

 
The Clydebank, Scotland, Blitz Memorial to the 528 identified dead. The other casualties 

(approximately 1,200 total deaths) are in a communal grave).  John’s sister Annie Sloss Reid was 
one of the identified casualties. 
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Name: John Sloss 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so John died without a number 
Entered service from:  Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire, Scotland – enlisted at Hays Creek, 
Crook Co. OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John Sloss 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Maggie Sloss, Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire, Scotland 
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Killeyan, Islay, Scotland, grave 1, as John Sloss 
Buried at his home in Scotland: 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:  Victoria Place, Scotland 
Rank/unit:     
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 28 Jan 1885 Kirkoswald, Ayshire, Scotland (death month/date from Veterans Administration 
Military Index) - birthplace listed as Carrick Arms, Main Street, Maybole, Ayrshire, Scotland 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania (died age 33)   
Find A Grave record: 53273145 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire, Scotland 
Cemetery:  Lochwinnoch  
Tombstone: tombstone: American Army Drowned Off Islay Through Sinking of Tuscania 5th Feb 
1918 Aged 33   
 
Father:  Thomas Sloss, 21 Jun 1855 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland – 4 Feb 1921 Scotland. 
Son of Robert Sloss & Helen Spiers. Tombstone says he died at age 53.  
Buried in Lochwinnoch Cemetery, Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire, Scotland. 
Find A Grave: 53273630 
 
Mother:  Marion McNab Sloss, 23 Oct 1849 Kirkmichael, Ayrshire, Scotland – 11 Mar 1921 
Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire, Scotland (at age 70).  
Buried in Lochwinnoch Cemetery, Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire, Scotland. 
Find A Grave:  53273569 
Parents’ marriage:  26 Apr 1872 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland   
 
Spouse:  
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Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: John was born after Jane, apparently the only boy. 

• Janet Sloss McLintock, 9 May 1872 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland – 18 Oct 1955 Urbenville, 
Tenterfield Shire, New South Wales, Australia. Find A Grave gives birthyear of 1862. Married 
William McLintock (1874-1960, F: 171974051) on 28 Mar 1899 in Barrhill, Ayrshire, 
Scotland. Buried in Urbenville Cemetery, Urbenville, Tenterfield Shire, New South Wales, 
Australia. F: 171974050 

• Helen (Nellie) Sloss McIntyre, 5 Oct 1873 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland – 21 or 31 Aug 
1957 Kelton Mains, Castle Douglas, Scotland. Wife of Duncan McIntyre (1871-1956). 

• Marion Sloss Brown, ca. 1878 Riccarton, Ayrshire, Scotland –   Married Andrew Brown in 
1904 in Ayrshire, Scotland.  

• Mary May Sloss Bain, 1881 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland – [found online as 18 Oct 1955 
but that is the day her sister Janet died]. Married 1913 in Matamata, Waikato, New Zealand, 
to John Bain (1880-1973).  

• Jane Sloss, ca. 1883 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland –  
• Agnes Sloss, 11 Jun 1887 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland –  
• Elizabeth Sloss, ca. 1891 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland –  
• Margaret Sloss McClure, 27 May 1892 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland – 31 Jan 1985 Norwalk 

CT (age 92). - Married Alexander McClure (b. 18 Apr 1891 Beith, Scotland) on 14 Jun 1918 in 
Lochwinnoch, Ayrshire, Renfrewshire, Scotland. They emigrated to the US with son William 
McClure (b. 3 Aug 1918 Lockwinnoch) aboard “Algeria” which landed in NYC on 10 Jul 1922. 
They applied for citizenship in Superior Court of Fairfield Co. NJ in May 1931.  

• Annie Sloss Reid, 1895 Kirkoswald, Ayrshire, Scotland – 14 Mar 1941 Clydebank, 
Dunbartonshire, Scotland.-  Wife of William J. Reid. - Victim of the Clydebank Blitz by the 
German Luftwaffe in WWII on Clydebank on March 13 & 14, 1941, leaving 528 identified 
dead (listed on the memorial); the Wikipedia article claims there were 1,200 casualties. Out 
of the approximately 12,000 houses in Clydebank, only 8 escaped untouched. - Memorial in 
Old Dalnottar Cemetery, Clydebank, West Dunbartonshire, Scotland. F: 129772258 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 


