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TUSCANIA 

 

Frisbie, George Stevens 
1890 MI – 1954 WA 

 

 
George Stevens Frisbie - “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
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George Stevens Frisbie – left: “Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review” [Spokane WA] 22 Mar 1931 p. 41 

and right:  
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 George is “fourth from the left in next to the back row”  
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 Spokane WA  
George is standing, 3rd from right 
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 Spokane WA 
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George Stevens Frisbie - “Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review” (Spokane WA) Sunday 27 Jan 1952 p 

137 
 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/514938?tid=4576260&pid=60631261
70&queryId=a7846720-f03e-4b3b-b6ae-3a205609c149&_phsrc=iKj2617&_phstart=successSource 
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Veteran tombstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406260_0417-
03049?pId=514937 

Has 2 headstone applications 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2560/records/66032 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406260_0417-03049?pId=514937
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406260_0417-03049?pId=514937
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2560/records/66032
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Baptized 3 May 1890 so definitely born in 1889 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2560/records/66032 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4576260/person/6063126170/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4576260/person/6063126170/facts


9 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6716/images/i2284833-01710?pId=1241267 

 
     

\\ 
 

Veterans Administration Master Index – https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CS1N-7C3L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPJP-

VDQP&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6716/images/i2284833-01710?pId=1241267
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WA, WWI Service Record - https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62272/records/249731 
 
 
 

 

Spokane WA 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62272/records/249731
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 Spokane WA 
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/1608+N+Calispel+St,+Spokane,+WA+99205/@47.6723799,-
117.4183708,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x549e18faa4048b91:0x999582e66db3e94e!8m2!3d47.6722
426!4d-117.4158066?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTExOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/3186958 
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Life: 
 

 

 Spokane WA 
 

 Spokane WA 
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Tacoma WA 

 

 

 Seattle WA 
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Spokane WA 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” 26 Feb 1921 p 7 

 

Tacoma WA 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 14 Oct 1922 p 8 [advertisement for family company] 
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Spokane WA 

 

 



21 
 

 

 
 

 



22 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 



23 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



24 
 

 

 

 

 



25 
 

 

 



26 
 

 

 
George received a citation dated 19 Apr 1919 from General Pershing “for meritorious and 
conspicuous services at sinking of the steamship Tuscania” – he had enlisted as a table 

waiter because he got $1 a day from the British government & got to sleep in a stateroom. 
George was cleaning the dishes when the torpedo struck. Said 3 Mexicans with knives 

trying to get to top deck were shot by officers. Thinks the captain went down with the ship 
(not true). Floated in the water for 2 ½ hours (not very possible as death from hypothermia 
would have occurred – had to have been on a life raft or boat). “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-

Review” Sunday 22 Mar 1931 p 41  
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 Spokane WA 
 
 
 

  

 
 Spokane WA 
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 Spokane WA 
 

 Spokane WA 
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Spokane WA – the Tuscania had been a passenger liner – when torpedoed & sunk, it was a 

troopship 
 

 Spokane WA 
 

 

it took the Tuscania longer than 2.5 hours to sink 
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Spokane WA 
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 Spokane 
WA 
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“Spokane Spokesman-Review” Sunday 27 Jan 1952 p 137 

 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 4 Feb 1952 p 14  
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Their ship was the Tuscania, not the Luscania – it was torpedoed & sunk 5 Feb 1918, not 4 

Feb – Frisbie and Clink were US Army soldiers, not members of the US Navy – no one could 
have survived 3 hours in the freezing cold ocean - the Tuscania was a British, not American, 

ship -  
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 Spokane WA 
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History of Frisbie Maple Syrup Co. - “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 8 Dec 1961 p 13 

 

Father 
 

 
Edgar Gale Frisbie – Find A Grave 206000989 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4576260/person/6063125736/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/4159928?tid=4576260&pid=6063125

736&queryId=9a82dd40-2e9f-4197-853f-
465b0b830591&_phsrc=iKj2604&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4576260/person/6063125736/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/4159928?tid=4576260&pid=6063125736&queryId=9a82dd40-2e9f-4197-853f-465b0b830591&_phsrc=iKj2604&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/4159928?tid=4576260&pid=6063125736&queryId=9a82dd40-2e9f-4197-853f-465b0b830591&_phsrc=iKj2604&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/4159928?tid=4576260&pid=6063125736&queryId=9a82dd40-2e9f-4197-853f-465b0b830591&_phsrc=iKj2604&_phstart=successSource
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 Ypsilanti MI 
 

  Detroit MI 
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Bankrupt 2 weeks earlier? 
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 Spokane WA 
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  Spokane WA 
 

 

 

Edgar dies 3 Jun 1922 -  Tacoma WA 
 

 

 Spokane WA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/6931248 

 
 

 
Mother 

 

 Spokane WA 
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 Spokane WA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60229/records/2282138?tid=4576260&pid=606312

5830&queryId=7470e1d7-d351-4b1b-a520-
677073b9b29b&_phsrc=iKj2609&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/7045700 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60229/records/2282138?tid=4576260&pid=6063125830&queryId=7470e1d7-d351-4b1b-a520-677073b9b29b&_phsrc=iKj2609&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60229/records/2282138?tid=4576260&pid=6063125830&queryId=7470e1d7-d351-4b1b-a520-677073b9b29b&_phsrc=iKj2609&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60229/records/2282138?tid=4576260&pid=6063125830&queryId=7470e1d7-d351-4b1b-a520-677073b9b29b&_phsrc=iKj2609&_phstart=successSource
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Siblings 

 

 

Sister Ida May Frisbie (1882-1906) -  Spokane WA 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/6835271 
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Brother Charles Edgar Frisbie (1884-1909) – Find A Grave 100802483 

 

 

 Spokane WA 
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Sister Alice Jun Frisbie Read (1886-1981) –  
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Alice - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/4576260/person/1377323305/media/272a4f50-06a2-4298-87ee-0e5a912f2768 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/142957598 
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  Spokane WA 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: George Stevens Frisbie 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number: 250,312 
Entered service from: Spokane, Spokane WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George S. Frisbie 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. E.G. Frisbie, 1608 Kalispell Ave., Spokane WA 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: George S. Frisbie 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Ella S. Frisbie, 4714 N. Howard St., Spokane 
WA (cook, 16th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as George S. Frisbie [can be misread as Frisby, but 
signed Frisbie] - 18 Oct 1890 Detroit MI; res: N1608 Calispell St., Spokane WA. Single. 
Clerk for F.F. Salter Co., Spokane WA. Tall & stout. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 1522 E. Sprague Ave., Spokane WA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as George Stevens Frisbie - b. 18 Oct 1889 Detroit MI; res: 
1522 E. Sprague, Spokane WA. NOK Julius Covurn [sic/Coburn], same address. Employed 
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at Frisbie Syrup Co., Spokane, at the same address. “slight scar forehead” Height: 5’11” – 
weight: 220 lbs. Registered 24 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 12 Dec 1917 
Discharged 12 Jun 1919 
Address:  4714 N. Howard St., Spokane WA 
Rank/unit: cook, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
WA, WWI Service Record: George S. Frisbie, serial 250312, resident of 1608 Calispell St., Spokane 
WA. Entered Army at Fort George Wright on 10 Dec 1917 at age 28 years 1 month. Born Detroit MI. 
In Co. D, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers to discharge. Promoted to private 1st class 23 Apr 1918 & to 
cook 19 Feb 1919. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 28 Mar 1919. Discharged 12 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 10 Oct 1889 Detroit, Wayne MI (date inscribed on tombstone & from Steven 
Schwartz, plus MI Births record – this date is correct) – or - 10 Oct 1890 Detroit MI (WWI 
draft & MI Births & Find A Grave text) – or - 18 Oct 1889 (Veterans Administration Military 
Index)  
Died: 30 Mar 1954 Spokane, Spokane WA   
Find A Grave record: 155082950, presence on Tuscania noted in flower  
Burial location: Spokane, Spokane WA 
Cemetery: Fairmount Memorial Park 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Washington Cook Co H 20 Engineers WWI 
 
Father:  Edgar Gale Frisbie, 25 Apr 1847 Monroe, Monroe MI – 3 Jun 1922 Spokane, Spokane WA. 
Son of Erastus Green Frisbie & Mary Gale.  
The history of his maple syrup company – Frisbie’s Maple Syrup Co. – is described in the newspaper 
clipping above from the “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” 8 Dec 1961 p 13.  Was survived by 2 children: 
Mrs. Charles Read of Spokane WA & George Frisbie of Spokane. 
Buried in Fairmount Memorial Park Cemetery, Spokane, Spokane WA.    
Find A Grave: 206000989 
 
Mother: Ella Stevens Frisbie, 28 Oct 1856 (Find A Grave) or Oct 1854 (1900 census) or 1847 Monroe, 
Monroe MI – 8 Oct 1930 Spokane, Spokane WA.  
Daughter of Charles Stevens & Barbara Ilgenfritz [or Fishburn].   
Obituary: “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” 8 Oct 1930 p 31 – Mrs. Ella S. Frisbie, 74, mother of George S. 
Frisbie, president of the Frisbie Maple Syrup Co., died early this morning [8 Oct 1930] at the home 
of her son (N4027 Whitehouse). Was a Spokane resident for the past 25 years. Besides her 
surviving son, she is survived by her daughter Mrs. Alice Read & 2 grandchildren.     
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage: 1880 Wayne Co. MI [obituary: Monroe, Monroe MI) 
 
Spouse: the 1950 census reported George never married 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
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Children: 
 
Siblings: In the 1900 census, his mother Ella reports giving birth to 6 children, 4 of whom are living. 
In the 1910 census, she says she gave birth to 4 children, 3 of whom are living. 

• Ida May Frisbie, 6 May 1882 MI – 12 Jul 1916 Spokane, Spokane WA. - Died of dropsy (now 
termed edema) according to her obituary and from “uraemia” (with interstitial nephritis as a 
contributing factor) according to her WA death certificate. – Body was cremated 14 Jul 
1916; disposition unknown. F: 221508711 

• Charles Edgar Frisbie, Aug 1883 (1900 census) or 1884 Monroe, Monroe MI – 26 Apr 1909 
Spokane, Spokane WA. - Died at an isolation hospital of scarlet fever. – Single; carpenter. - 
Buried in Fairmount Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane WA. F: 100802483 

• Alice June Frisbie Read, 26 Sep 1886 Detroit, Wayne MI – 25 Jan 1981 Spokane, Spokane 
WA. - Wife of Roderick Charles Read (1882-1953, F: 155082955) whom she married 28 Jul 
1914 at the home of her parents (N1608 Calispel St.) in Spokane, Spokane WA. Marriage 
license application: Alice June Frisbie, age 27, resident Spokane WA, b. Detroit MI, daughter 
of Edgar Gale (b. Monroe MI) & Ella Stevens (b. Monroe MI). Not previously married. Charles 
R. Read, age 32, resident Spokane WI, b. WI, son of George M. Read (b. ME) & Mary C.(?) 
Slaughter (b. Cornwall, England). - Buried in Fairmount Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane 
WA. F: 155082954 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review" (Spokane WA) 5 Mar 1918 p12 - father E.G. Frisbie got 
letter from Randalstown with some US stamps George can't use there, stamps never wet, 
"well, safe and sound," fine Irish people, said worried because George such a big man & 
can't swim, weighed 217 pounds when enlisted, 235 pounds after training  
 
"Spokane Chronicle" 26 Apr 1918 p 24 - stood on deck 2 hours 15 minutes until about a 
dozen men left, got off & ship sunk 15 minutes later, had lost lifebelt, letter written about 1 
month ago from Winchester, England, to parents Mr. & Mrs. E.G. Frisbie, N1608 Calispel 
St.  
 
"Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review" (Spokane WA) 27 Jan 1952 p 137 - Frisbie seated in 
mess hall, waiting tables, when torpedoed, last man to reach lifeboat which only had 1 
vacant spot, let begging terrorized soldier go on rope ahead of him, when he got down rope 
boat was gone so pulled his 180 pounds hand by hand up to ship. went back to mess hall 
through waist-deep water to get lifebelt, stood on deck 2 hours 15 minutes, captain asked 
for volunteers to stay so he & 25 others did, saw men leaping over side either under orders 
or voluntarily, saw crazed soldier leap over & found later he was his cousin whom he'd 
never met, says last lifeboat was ordered by captain to be released & he got on, but 
smashed in half on impact, he floats nearly 3 hours conscious, then becomes 
unconscious but figures he clung to wreckage, next memory waking up in warm wardroom 
of "Pigeon" 
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Post-war: 
 
"Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review" (Spokane WA) 22 Mar 1931 p 41 - photo & lengthy 
article 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 31 Mar 1954 p 6 – “Frisbie Syrup Maker Taken” – George S. 
Frisbie, 64, president of Frisbie’s Maple Sugar & Maple Syrup Co., died yesterday in a Spokane 
hospital. Resident of S111 Madison. Born MI. Spokane resident for 48 years. Member Central 
Christian Church. Member of Moose Lodge, VFW, American Legion. WWI veteran. Survived by 
sister Mrs. Alice Read (Opportunity WA), 1 niece, 1 nephew. 
 
Social Security Number: 532-10-7891 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Detroit, Wayne MI – 175 Maberry – conducted 8/9 Jun 1900 
Edger Frisbie [indexed as Freiber], 53 MI, Apr 1847, parents b. MI, married 20 years, chemist, 
manufacturer 
Ella, 45 MI, Oct 1854, father b. OH, mother b. PA, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Ida, 18 MI, Mar 1882 
Charles, 16 MI, Aug 1883, book keeper 
Alice, 13 MI, Sep 1886, at school 
George, 10 MI, Oct 1889 
 
1910 Meadow Lake, Spokane WA – conducted 30 Apr 1910 
E.G. Frisbie, 63 MI, father b. CT, mother b. MI, in 1st marriage, married 29 years, chemistry, factory 
Ella S., 54 MI, father b. OH, mother b. PA, in 1st marriage, housekeeper, home, gave birth to 4 
children, 3 are living 
Ida, 27 MI, single 
Alice, 22 MI, single 
George, 20 MI, single, farmer, farm 
 
1920 Spokane, Spokane WA – 4704 N. Howard  - conducted 6/7 Jan 1920 
Edgar G. Frisbie, 72 MI, father b. NY, mother b. MI, manufacturer, sugar candy 
Ella Frisbie, 64 MI, father b. OH, mother b. PA [wife] 
George Stevens Frisbie, 29 MI, single, janitor, business block [son] 
 
1930 Spokane, Spokane WA – 4027 Whitehouse – conducted 11 Apr 1930 
Charles S. Reed, 48 WI, father b. US, mother b. Canada, age 32 at 1st marriage, shipping clerk, 
casket factory, not a veteran 
Alice J. Reed, 43 MI, parents b. MI, age 27 at 1st marriage [wife – Alice Frisbie Read] 
Jane Reed, 14 WA [daughter] 
William F. Reed, 8 WA [son] 
Ella S. Frisbie, 74 MI, father b. MA, mother b. PA, widow, age 25 at 1st marriage [mother-in-law] 
George S. Frisbie, 40 MI, parents b. MI, single, proprietor, sugar factory, WWI veteran 
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1940 Spokane, Spokane WA – Monroe – Hotel Milner, line 75 - same place in 1935 – conducted 25 
Apr 1940 – indexed as George S. FUSDIE 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/67627948 
George S. Frisbie, 46 MI, single, supervisor, syrup manufacturing 
 
1950 Spokane, Spokane WA – 102 W. 1st Ave. – conducted 18 Apr 1950 
George S. Frisbie, 60 MI, never married, occupation left blank 


