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TUSCANIA 
 

Fries, Edwin Henry 
1901 PA – 1988 CA 

 
 

 
US, Application for Seaman’s Protection Certificates, 1916- 1940 – filed in New Orleans LA 

on 17 Jun 1921 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61257/images/41383_2421401574_0
534-

00528?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB5721&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=351184 
 

  

 
Ventura CA 

Edwin was NOT a US Navy veteran of WWI, but rather an Army veteran   

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61257/images/41383_2421401574_0534-00528?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB5721&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=351184
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61257/images/41383_2421401574_0534-00528?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB5721&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=351184
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61257/images/41383_2421401574_0534-00528?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB5721&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=351184
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Enlisted 16 Aug 1917 at Columbus OH, served from 26 Jan 1918 [in reality, he had sailed on 

Tuscania on 24 Jan 1918] to May 1919 at Morn Hills Camp, Winchester, England. 
Discharged 16 May 1919 Garden City, Long Island NY. - “History of World War I Veterans, 

Somerset County, Pennsylvania” pages 104-105 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5712222/person/6972562455/facts 
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PA, WWI Veterans Service & Compensation Files, https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/5712222/person/6972562455/media/41744_3421606187_0789-
00096?_phtarg=hFB5716 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-QC91-
K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPJP-

JF66&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5712222/person/6972562455/media/41744_3421606187_0789-00096?_phtarg=hFB5716
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5712222/person/6972562455/media/41744_3421606187_0789-00096?_phtarg=hFB5716
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5712222/person/6972562455/media/41744_3421606187_0789-00096?_phtarg=hFB5716
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On 15 Jun 1921 Edwin asks his father William’s permission to go to sea as he is 20 years old 

 
William grants permission 15 Jun 1921 
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PA, WWI Veterans Service & Compensation Files, application dated 2 Mar 1934 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606187_0

789-
00098?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB5722&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=755302 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606187_0

789-
00100?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB5722&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=755302 

 

 

Life 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606187_0789-00100?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB5722&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=755302
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606187_0789-00100?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB5722&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=755302
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606187_0789-00100?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB5722&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=755302
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Harrisburg PA 
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Connellsville PA 
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Edwin worked as a seaman out of San Francisco in the 1930 census  

 

 
Allentown PA 
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Somerset PA 
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Allentown PA 
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Wife 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61381/records/2596339?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=53b344fb-6437-4e99-84e4-deeaea3c76b3&_phsrc=iKj2585&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61584/records/62802138?tid=5712222&pi

d=6972562455&queryId=432e62e1-3cbd-46f1-b4ad-
63cb4a24826c&_phsrc=iKj2592&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61584/records/62802138?tid=5712222&pid=6972562455&queryId=432e62e1-3cbd-46f1-b4ad-63cb4a24826c&_phsrc=iKj2592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61584/records/62802138?tid=5712222&pid=6972562455&queryId=432e62e1-3cbd-46f1-b4ad-63cb4a24826c&_phsrc=iKj2592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61584/records/62802138?tid=5712222&pid=6972562455&queryId=432e62e1-3cbd-46f1-b4ad-63cb4a24826c&_phsrc=iKj2592&_phstart=successSource
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 Ventura CA 
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 Ventura CA 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2484550?tid=5712222&pid=
280125230548&queryId=e70a7cac-7dea-469d-88f3-

0abf003c7064&_phsrc=iKj2599&_phstart=successSource 
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 Somerset PA 
 

 
Father 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606189_09

91-00773?pId=7074407 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606189_0991-00773?pId=7074407
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606189_0991-00773?pId=7074407
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Mother 
 

 

 Altoona PA 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_622204_0739-
01797?pId=7463069 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5712222/person/961401487/facts 

 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

Name: Edwin Henry Fries 
Name variations:  nickname: Ned 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 5th Squad - private 
Serial number: 249,882 
Entered service from: Windber, Somerset PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Edwin H. Fries 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father William H. Fries, 603 - 13th St., Winder PA  
Returned from war on: "Huron" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Edwin H. Fries 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father William H. Fries, 603 - 13th St., Windber PA (PFC, 
120th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): too young to register for WWI draft 
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National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  58 Clay St., San Francisco CA & Windberg 
(Winder) PA 

World War II draft registration (1942):  as Edwin Henry Fries – b. 27 Mar 1901 Altoona PA; res: 
address of 108 N. 34th St. is crossed off & added: 137a N. 36th, Camden, Camden NJ. NOK Elsie B. 
Fries, same address (the 108 N. 34th St. one). Employed NY Ship Building Corp., Camden NJ. 
Height: 5’8” -= weight: 150 lbs. Registered 16 Feb 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 16 Aug 1917 
Discharged 16 May 1919 
Address:  603 – 13th St., Windber PA 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, 120th Aero Squadron, Mitchell Field, Long Island NY 
 
PA, WWI Veterans Service & Compensation Files – Edwin H. Fries, serial 249882, resident of 603 – 
13th, Windber, Somerset PA. Entered Army at Columbus Barracks OH on 16 Aug 1917 at age 18 
years, 5 months. [He was age 16] In 100th Aero Squadron to 22 Aug 1918 – in 1007th Aero Squadron 
to discharge. Promoted to private 1st class 1 Apr 1919. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 6 May 1919. 
Discharged 16 May 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 27 Mar 1901 Altoona, Blair PA  
Died: 6 Mar 1988 Oxnard, Ventura Co. CA    
Find A Grave record: 172876255, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Richland township, Cambria PA 
Cemetery: Richland 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt US Army WWI 
 
Father:  William Henry Fries, 22 Dec 1871 (tombstone) Somerset Co. PA but 2 Dec 1872 on PA 
death record – 10 Nov 1956 Paint township, Somerset PA. Tombstone is engraved 1871 but many 
other records give date of 22 Dec 1872 PA.  
Son of Jacob D. Fries & Jennie D. Bair.  
PA death record: William H. Fries, resident of 307 Spruce St., Windber PA, died there at age 83 (in 
Paint township), Somerset PA. Widow. Born 22 Dec 1872 PA. Parents unknown. Insurance agent. 
Informant: Mrs. Mary Smith, 307 Spruce. Died of prostate cancer (13-month duration). Burial in 
Richland Cemetery. 
Buried in Richland Cemetery, Richland township, Cambria PA. 
Find A Grave: 173355734 
 
Mother:  Mary Irene Mulhollem Fries, 6 Sep 1876 Altoona, Blair PA – 13 Aug 1947 Windber, 
Somerset Co. PA.  
Daughter of Benjamin Franklin Mulhollem (1835-1919, F: 67423644) & Rachel S. (“Ray”) White 
(1852-1926, F: 67423683). Maiden name sometimes appears as Mulhollen. 
Benjamin Mulhollem fought in the Civil War for the Union.  
PA death record: resident of 603 – 13th St., Windber, Somerset PA. Died in Somerset Co. PA on 13 
Aug 1949. Born 6 Sep 1876 in Altoona PA; d. 13 Aug 1947 of post-encephalitic Parkinsonianism due 
to influenza.  Daughter of Ben Mulhollen (b. Blair Co. PA) & Rachel White (Indiana Co. PA). Burial in 
Richland.  
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Buried in Richland Cemetery, Richland township, Cambria PA. 
Find A Grave: 172876303   
Parents’ marriage: 1899 
 
Spouse:  Elsie Emelia Brunberg Fries, 17 Mar 1904 Windber, Somerset PA – 10 Dec 1991 Oxnard, 
Ventura CA.  
Daughter of Fred Brunberg & Emelia Augusta Carlson. 
Buried in Richland Cemetery, Richland township, Cambria PA.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 172876238 
Marriage: 24 Nov 1941 Somerset Co. PA, by a justice of the peace. Marriage license #7398 
Somerset Co. PA – Edwin H. Fries, age 40, marine engineer, b. Altoona PA, residence: 603 – 13th St., 
Windber PA. Not previously married. Son of William H. and Mary M. (Muhollen/sic) Fries. Both 
parents live at 603 – 13th St., Windber PA. His father is an insurance agent, his mother a housewife. 
Both his parents were born in Altoona NY. – Elsie E. Brunberg, age 37, clerk in insurance office, b. 
Windber PA. Residence: 911 Graham Ave., Windber PA. Daughter of Fred & Emelia (Carlson) 
Brunberg, both of whom are deceased. Both her parents were born in Sweden. 
 
Children: none located 
 
Siblings: apparently an only child 
 
Notes: 
Do not confuse with Edwin H. Fries of Vincennes IN. He was originally from Windber PA & was the 
son of Solomon & Catherine Fries. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Edwin was only 16 years old when the Tuscania was torpedoed & sunk. He would turn 17 on 27 Mar 
1918.  He told the authorities he was 18 years old [see his PA WWI record]. 
 
“Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – Among the survivors: Edwini H. Fries, Windber PA. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Although Edwin was aboard the torpedoed & sunk Tuscania, his post-war career was spent working 
on ships or working with them. 
 
1964 Oxnard CA city directory – Edwin H. Fries, residing at 125 Saviers Rd., Apt. 5 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 547-26-0056 
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Censuses: 
 
1880 Altoona, Blair PA – conduced 10 Jun 1880 
Jacob D. Fries, 37 PA, father b. OH, mother b. PA, merchant, hardware 
Jennie, 29 PA, parents b. PA, keeping house 
Harry E., 10 PA, at school 
William H., 8 PA, at school 
Lottie B., 6 PA, at school 
Gertie S., 4 PA 
 
1900 Altoona, Blair PA – Edwin was not yet born – his parents are living with his mother’s parents & 
siblings – conducted 7 Jun 1900 
Frank Mulholum [Mulhollem], 65 PA, Apr 1835, parents b. PA, married 26 years, grain merchant 
Rebecka, 45 PA, Mar 1852, parents b. PA, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living [wife] 
Mable, 21 PA, Mar 18978 [daughter] 
Edna M., 18 PA, Jul 1881 [daughter] 
Frank W., 12 PA, Aug 1887 [son] 
William H. Frise, 27 PA, Dec 1872, parents b. PA, married 1 year, machinist [son-in-law] 
Mary J. Frise, 23 PA, Sep 1876, married 1 year, gave birth to zero children [daughter] 
 
1905 NY state census – Buffalo, Erie NY – 310 Sevier – as of 1 Jun 1905 
William H. Fries, 33 US, clerk, railroad 
Maray, 28 US, housework 
Edwin H., 4 US 
[all are citizens] 
 
1910 Windber, Somerset PA  603 – 13th St. – conducted 11 May 1910 
Windber borough, Somerset PA 
William H. Fries, 38 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 10 years, manager, general store 
Mary, 33 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Edwin H., 9 PA 
 
1920 Windber, Somerset PA – 603 – 13th St. – conducted 17 (?) Jan 1920 
W.H. Fries, 47 PA, parents b. PA, insurance agent 
Mary, 43 PA, parents b. PA 
Edwin, 18 PA, school, public 
 
1930 Census of Merchant Seamen, San Francisco CA – conducted 2 Apr 1930 – McCormick 
Steamship Co., 215 Market St., San Francisco CA – line 18 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8851/images/CVM1932_1-
0422?pId=8936 
Edwin H. Fries, 31 PA, single, oiler, WWI veteran. Address of next-of-kin: 603 – 13th St., Windber PA 
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1940 Baltimore City, Baltimore MD – 111 W. Mulberry – in 1935 lived in Redwood Valley, Mendocino 
CA – conducted 8 Apr 1940 – line 11- indexed as ERIES 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/149572884?tid=&pid=&queryId=245
9c781-4a08-4a22-84de-2d4b54b5024c&_phsrc=iKj2596&_phstart=successSource 
Edwin Fries, 39 PA, single, lodger, marine mechanic, ship engine room  
 
1950 Camden, Camden NJ – N. 34th St. – conducted 3 Apr 1950 
Edward H. Fries, 49 PA, machinist 
Elsie B., 46 PA, saleswoman, retail department store 
 


