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TUSCANIA 

 

Francis, Claude Vernon 
1894 OR – 1954 OR 

     
Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-QWZ5-
9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP2H-

JLGD&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/112281?tid=&pid=&queryId
=9c704a94-c083-40e7-8b6e-ef1cdf178178&_phsrc=iKj2099&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/11612642 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/112281?tid=&pid=&queryId=9c704a94-c083-40e7-8b6e-ef1cdf178178&_phsrc=iKj2099&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/112281?tid=&pid=&queryId=9c704a94-c083-40e7-8b6e-ef1cdf178178&_phsrc=iKj2099&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/11612642
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 Baker City OR 
 
 

Life 
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 Portland OR 
 

 
Portland OR 
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Numerous people claimed to be among the last to leave the ship - 

 Baker City OR 
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Portland OR 

 

 
Baker City OR 

 

 Baker 
City OR 
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 Baker City OR 
 
 
 

 Baker City OR 
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Wife #1 – Laura May Dubois 
 

 
 

 Portland OR 
 
 

 

 Portland OR 
 



9 
 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61677/records/120312957 

 

 Salem OR 
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 Portland 
OR 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61677/records/121906283?tid=193682233

&pid=192613276915&queryId=a0058450-b07c-4661-9c07-
5fde906c4ec4&_phsrc=iKj2103&_phstart=successSource 
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Portland OR 

 

 
Find A Grave 38988565 
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 Portland OR 
 

 Portland OR 
 

 Portland OR 
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Wife #2 – Alma Elizabeth Walter Langham 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/193682233/person/192613270715/facts 
 
 
 

 Portland OR 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/193682233/person/192613270715/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/193682233/person/192613270715/facts
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 Salem OR 
 

 Portland OR 
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Portland OR 
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Father 
 

 
Baker City OR 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61675/images/48908_172028004420

_0480-00102?pId=73523 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61675/images/48908_172028004420_0480-00102?pId=73523
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61675/images/48908_172028004420_0480-00102?pId=73523


17 
 

 

Mother 
 

 
Baker City OR 

Baker City OR - Sister Minnie May Franklin Francis (1875-1916) –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/286386?tid=117158467&pi

d=192300388145&queryId=f8262c27-542c-4702-a2a0-
7f50784c71e7&_phsrc=iKj2125&_phstart=successSource 
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Siblings: 
 

 
Salem OR 

 La 
Grande OR 

Sister Ada Gertrude Francis Spafford Rizor (1892-1940) – both clippings from Find A Grave 
53897584 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/193682233/person/192613306887/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/17580?tid=193682233&pid

=192613306887&queryId=c741c534-c86e-40b6-957f-
d01eddd90416&_phsrc=iKj2060&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/17580?tid=193682233&pid=192613306887&queryId=c741c534-c86e-40b6-957f-d01eddd90416&_phsrc=iKj2060&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/17580?tid=193682233&pid=192613306887&queryId=c741c534-c86e-40b6-957f-d01eddd90416&_phsrc=iKj2060&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/17580?tid=193682233&pid=192613306887&queryId=c741c534-c86e-40b6-957f-d01eddd90416&_phsrc=iKj2060&_phstart=successSource
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Brother William Lee Francis (1898-1962) – Baker City OR  
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61677/records/120315451 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61677/records/120315451
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61676/records/289968 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 Baker City OR 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61676/records/289968
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Find A Grave 126393602 

  
 

 
Sister Georgia Mayme Francis Williams Nelson (1903-1966) – Baker City OR
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/61676_172028004420

_0553-01021?pId=150196408 
 
 
 

 Baker City OR 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/61676_172028004420_0553-01021?pId=150196408
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61676/images/61676_172028004420_0553-01021?pId=150196408
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/708724?tid=193682233&pi

d=192613281832&queryId=4f24b036-20e7-40e5-8430-
91f09668e980&_phsrc=iKj2072&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/371150?tid=193682233&pid

=192613281832&queryId=e77e9c5c-b4da-4858-8d1a-
dea501026153&_phsrc=iKj2076&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/708724?tid=193682233&pid=192613281832&queryId=4f24b036-20e7-40e5-8430-91f09668e980&_phsrc=iKj2072&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/708724?tid=193682233&pid=192613281832&queryId=4f24b036-20e7-40e5-8430-91f09668e980&_phsrc=iKj2072&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/708724?tid=193682233&pid=192613281832&queryId=4f24b036-20e7-40e5-8430-91f09668e980&_phsrc=iKj2072&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/371150?tid=193682233&pid=192613281832&queryId=e77e9c5c-b4da-4858-8d1a-dea501026153&_phsrc=iKj2076&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/371150?tid=193682233&pid=192613281832&queryId=e77e9c5c-b4da-4858-8d1a-dea501026153&_phsrc=iKj2076&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/371150?tid=193682233&pid=192613281832&queryId=e77e9c5c-b4da-4858-8d1a-dea501026153&_phsrc=iKj2076&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/766242 

 

 

Mayme’s mother-in-law  Wichita KS 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/766242
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 Baker City OR 
Sister Chrystal Lavina Francis Neault Olsen (1905-1961) 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/662423?tid=193682233&pi

d=192613284127&queryId=73795014-7b53-405e-b2c6-
2aefd4d31317&_phsrc=iKj2088&_phstart=successSource 
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 Baker City OR 
 

 
 

 Baker City OR 
Samuel’s obituary does not list a widow 

 

 Baker City OR 
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 La Grand OR 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61677/records/121832953 
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 Baker City OR 
 

 John 
Day OR 

 
Brother Roy Robert Francis (1910-1996) – Baker City OR 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/1121055?tid=193682233&pi

d=192613284127&queryId=a4a86476-653b-452a-9e29-
8659638d67f6&_phsrc=iKj2092&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61677/records/120551256 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/1121055?tid=193682233&pid=192613284127&queryId=a4a86476-653b-452a-9e29-8659638d67f6&_phsrc=iKj2092&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/1121055?tid=193682233&pid=192613284127&queryId=a4a86476-653b-452a-9e29-8659638d67f6&_phsrc=iKj2092&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5254/records/1121055?tid=193682233&pid=192613284127&queryId=a4a86476-653b-452a-9e29-8659638d67f6&_phsrc=iKj2092&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61677/records/120551256
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/36546628 
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Baker City OR 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20295052 

 

 
Baker City OR 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20295052
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Brother Willard Blair Francis (1914-1989) – Baker City OR 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61676/records/349562 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61677/records/120382635 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

Name: Claude Vernon Francis 
Name variations: Claud V. Francis  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number: 250,789 
Entered service from: Pleasant Valley, Baker OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Claud V. Francis 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father W.J. Francis, Pleasant Valley OR 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Claude V. Francis 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father William James Francis, Pleasant Valley OR (cook, 
18th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Claude Vernon Francis - b. 3 Mar 1894 Prosper, Coos 
OR; res: Pleasant Valley, Baker OR. Farmer for William Jake Francis, Pleasant Valley OR. 
Single. Tall & slender 
World War II draft registration (1942):  entered as Claud Vernon Francis but signed Claude V - 
b. 9 Mar 1894 Prosper OR; res: 2520 E. Burnside St., Portland OR. NOK Alma Elizabeth 
Francis, same address. Self-employed. Height: 5’10 ½” – weight 146 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 12 Dec 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address: Pleasant Valley OR 
Rank/unit: cook, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 Mar 1894 Prosper, Coos OR  
Died: 24 Nov 1954 Newport, Lincoln Co. OR    
Find A Grave record: 25627101, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Yachats, Lincoln OR 
Cemetery: Yachats Memorial Park 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: William Jacob (William Jake) (“Jake”) Francis, 21 May 1875 (obituary) or 5 Apr 1872 AR – 13 
Jul 1949 Baker Co. OR.  
Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Baker City, Baker Co. OR. 
Find A Grave: 19462759 
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Mother: Minnie May Franklin Francis, 1872 (Find A Grave) or May 1875 Kearney, Buffalo NE – 11 Nov 
1916 Baker Co. OR.  
Daughter of Benjamin Acel Franklin & Anna Gertrude Harris.   
Her younger brother, Donald Richard Franklin, also sails on – and survives – the sinking of the 
Tuscania. The names of Claude Vernon Francis & Donald Richard Franklin appear one after the 
other alphabetically on the Tuscania sailing roster. 
Although Donald Franklin is Claude Francis’s uncle, Donald is 3 years younger than Claude.  
Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Baker City, Baker Co. OR  
Find A Grave: 131067428 
Parents’ marriage: 29 Nov 1890 Coos Co. OR 
 
Wife #1: 
Spouse:  Laura May Dubois Francis Jantzen, Apr 1895 NE – 30 Aug 1957 Multnomah Co. OR. 
Daughter of Julius Lee Dubois & Neva Elizabeth Trimble.   
In 1930 census living in Portland, Multnomah OR with Claude Francis; they live with her parents at 
1519 E. Hoyt. Both men work in a bakery.  
In 1940 census Laura Francis was living with Henry H. Jantzen in Portland, Multnomah OR as his 
housekeeper. Laura & Henry married 2 May 1940 in Portland, Multnomah OR.  
OR death records list her with surname Jantzen, wife of Henry.  
 Henry Hans Jantzen (30 May 1879 Denmark – 26 Feb 1959 Marion Co. OR) is buried in Idlewilde 
Cemetery, Hood River, Hood River OR, F: 38998565. 
Buried in Rose City Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR 
Spouse Find A Grave:  260472665 
Marriage: 7 Apr 1923 Portland, Multnomah OR 
 
Wife #2: 
Spouse:  Alma Elizabeth Walter Langham Francis, 7 Oct 1902 Portland, Multnomah OR – 19 Feb 
1982 Multnomah Co. OR.  
Daughter of Rudolph Carl Walter & Wilhemenia (Minnie) Kneer.  
Married Stephen Morton Langham (1902-12 Aug 1934, F: 75317540) on 5 Dec 1924 in Vancouver, 
Clark Co. WA. He is buried in River View Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. 
On 23 Sep 1933 Stephen Langham married Vivian M. Haines/Haynes in Washington Co. OR. 
“Salem Capital Journal” 18 Sep 1933 p 9 – marriage license: Stephen M. Langham, 30, 645 Marion 
St. & Vivian M. Haynes, 25, stenographer, 555 N. Winter, both of Salem OR.  
Alma is buried in Lincoln Memorial Park, Portland, Multnomah OR. [not buried with Claude] 
Spouse Find A Grave: 127271686 
Marriage: according to Claude’s obituary, he & Alma married 17 Jun 1936 in Bend, Deschutes OR.  
 
Children: none located 
 
Siblings:  

• Ada Gertrude Francis Spafford Rizor, 23 May 1892 Bandon or Prosper, Coos OR – 1940. - 
Married Arthur Henry Spafford (1887-1940, F: 228029619) in  Baker City, Baker OR on 29 
Jan1910. Had 3 children: Bernice (1912), Richard (1916), Laura Jane (1917). - Married 
Clarence Benjamin Rizor (1887-1946, DF: 53897595) whom she married in 1926. He was 
killed while employed as a railroad engineer when the train derailed & the locomotive fell 
over. - Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Baker City, Baker Co. OR. F: 53897584 
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• William Lee Francis, 17 Nov 1898 Springfield, Lane OR – 11 Sep 1962 Baker Co. OR. – 
Married to Bonnie Jean Buchanan (b. 1906) in Baker City, Baker Co. OR on 24 Jul 1924. – 
Bonnie had several marriages – to Kelley, Max Manning, Estel T. Sages (married 19 Jun 1939, 
divorced 1 Dec 1942 Marion Co. OR) . She was the daughter of James C. Buchana & Callie 
Clay.  Husband of Bessie Lorena Francis (1900-1982, F: 138270837) [her maiden name was 
also Francis, she being the daughter of Joseph Cornelius Francis & Della Gertrude Eveland]. 
They married 16 Sep 1930 in Portland, Multnomah OR. – A newspaper account of his death 
reads: “Mr. Francis died as the apparent result of an automobile accident five miles 
southwest of Durkee. His de-composed body was found Sunday evening” [i.e. 16 Sep 
1962]. – OR death certificate: cause of death: “crushing injury to upper chest and neck.” 
Further notes: “Jeep went over side of road and turned over, probably hitting occupant 
before throwing him free, and crushing his chest and neck.” William’s body was found 16 
Sep 1962 by a man hunting chukkar about 12 miles up Cave Creek from the Burnt River 
Canyon Road. William was last seen alive by his brother Willard, who were together in the 
Cave Creek area on 9 Sep 1962. William was prospecting in the area. The accident occurred 
on a very narrow road leading to the Lloyd M. & Delores McCullough mine claim, which 
William was taking care of. The Jeep seems to have gone over an embankment & then rolled 
about 3 times. Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Baker City, Baker Co. OR. F: 126393602 

• Mayme Georgia / Georgia Mayme Francis Nelson, 4 Feb 1904 Springfield, Lane OR – 6 Apr 
1966 Springfield, Lane OR. – She is only listed as a female child, without a name, on her OR 
birth certificate. - Wife of Ralph Jessie Nelson (18 Jun 1908 Fall River KS – 12 Mar 1987 
Klamath Co. OR), whom she married 19 Sep 1935 in San Antonio, Bexar TX. Ralph was the 
son of Elijah Jesse Nelson (1878-1945, F; 21517296) & Minnie Jones (1880-1963, F: 
21517280).  – In the 1950 census for Springfield, Lane OR, conducted 13 Apr 1950, Ralph J. 
Nelson (41 KS, green chain man, lumber manufacturing) lived with wife Mayme F. Nelson 
(46 OR). Died of lung cancer. - She was cremated at Rest Haven Crematorium; not on Find 
A Grave as of 8 Nov 2025. 

• Chrystal Lavina Francis Neault Olsen, 9 Dec 1905 Springfield, Lane OR  (or Baker City, 
Baker OR) – 23 Jan 1961 Baker City, Baker Co. OR. – Her 1st name is spelled Crystal on her 
OR death certificate. Married at age 17 years, 6 months & 13 days on 22 Jun 1923 (date they 
also got their marriage license) by a priest at St. Francis Cathedral in Baker City, Baker Co. 
OR to Samuel T. (“Sam”) Neault (1896 OR – 1927 OR, F: 26539460), 1 of a set of twins born 
to Victor K. Neault & Marie Alvina Delvina Grenier. Her father W.J. Francis had to consent to 
the marriage. Chrystal was a resident of Pleasant Valley OR, a housekeeper, this was her 1st 
marriage, father b. KS, mother b. NE. Samuel T. Neault was a resident of Baker OR, age 26 
years, 11 months, 20 days, b. OR, farmer, this is his 1st marriage, parents b. Canada. 
Chrystal & Sam had a son born 10 Apr 1924 & died 12 Apr 1924 in Baker City, Baker Co. OR. 
– Sam petitioned for a divorce in Baker City, Baker Co. OR on 23 Jun 1923 charging Chrystal 
with cruelty; no children were involved. Sam died later that year, at Hot Lake Sanatorium, 
on 0 Jun 1927 Baker Co. OR & is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Baker City, Baker Co. OR, 
F: 26539460. - Married Frank Wesley Olsen (1900 OR – 1966 OR, F: 136080087) on 2 Jul 
1927 in Union Co. OR (or Baker City, Baker OR?). Frank Olsen was the son of Hansen Jorgen 
Olsen & Daisy Myrtle Rizor. - Chrystal & Frank are buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Baker 
City, Baker Co. OR. F: 136080040 

• Roy Robert (“Bob”) Francis, 12 Dec 1910 Pleasant Valley, Baker OR – 9 May 1996 Baker Co. 
OR. - Married in 1935 to Verna Elmina Morris (1917-2009, F: 42895248) on 17 Sep 1935. Roy 
& Verna had met in first grade, then did not see each other again until teenagers at a dance. 
- Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Baker City, Baker Co. OR. F: 131069318 
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• Willard Blair Francis, 12 Oct 1914 Baker City, Baker Co. OR – 25 Nov 1989 Baker City, Baker 
Co. OR. - Was married to Florence Roberts DeShaw (1919-2002, F: 138270839) on 31 Jul 
1935 in Baker City, Baker Co. OR. - In Baker City OR city directory 1958 – Willard B. (wife 
Florence) Francis, planerman at OLCo., resident of 635 Foothill Dr. - Buried in Mount Hope 
Cemetery, Baker City, Baker Co. OR with Florence. F: 138270843 

 
Notes: 
 
Claude Vernon Francis is the nephew of fellow Tuscania passenger/survivor Donald Richard 
Franklin, whose sister was Claude’s mother, Minnie Mae Francis Franklin. Oddly enough, they are 
one after the one alphabetically in the Tuscania passenger list. Nephew Claude is 3 ½ years older 
than his uncle Donald. 
 
 
Wartime:  
 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – Claud V. Francis of Pleasant Valley is unaccounted for on 
Tuscania 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 544-36-7621 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Prosper Precinct, Coos Co. OR – conducted 22 Jun 1900 – too faint to read 
William J. Francis, 28 AR, Apr 187, parents b. AR, married 9 years, fireman, mill 
Wilma [as indexed, but should be Minnie], 25 NE, May 1875, father b. IA, mother b. IL, gave birth to 
3 children, 3 are living 
Ada F., 8 OR, May 1892, at school 
Claud V., 6 OR, Mar 1894 
William L., 2 OR, Nov 1897 
 
 
 
1910 Baker City, Baker Co. OR – Beaver Creek Rd. – conducted 15 Apr 1910 
W.J. Francis, 38 AR, parents b. AR, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, farmer, general farm 
Minnie M., 35 NE, father b. OH, mother b. MO, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Claud, 16 OR, laborer, home farm 
Lee, 12 OR, laborer, home farm 
Georgia M., 6 OR 
Crystal, 4 OR 
 
1920 Alder Precinct, Baker Co. OR – conducted 4 to 7 Apr 1920 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/99174647 
James Davis, 43 KY, parents b. KY, farming, manager [head of household] 
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Claud Francis, 25 OR, father b. AR, mother b. IA, single, farm laborer [partner] 
 
1930 Portland, Multnomah OR – 1519 E. Hoyt – conducted 9 Apr 1930 
Jullus L. Dubois, 61 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, age 23 at 1st marriage, handyman, bakery 
Neva A., Dubois, 60 IA, father b. IN, mother b. IA, age 22 at 1st marriage [his wife] 
Laura M. Francis, 34 NE, father b. Belgium, mother b. IA, age 27 at 1st marriage [his daughter] 
Claude V. Francis, 35 OR, parents b. US, age 28 at 1st marriage, mixer, bakery, WWI veteran 
 
1940 Portland, Multnomah OR – 2520 E. Burnside – all in same place in 1935 – conducted 8 Apr 
1940 
Claude Francis, 46 OR, restaurant waitress, own restaurant 
Alma, 36 OR, waitress, restaurant 
Harry Rappe, 29 MN, lodger, dishwasher, restaurant 
 
1940 Portland, Multnomah OR – Buckley Ave. ex-wife Laura – conducted 24 Apr 1940 
Henry H. Jantzen, 60 Denmark, widowed, superintendent, knitting mills 
Everett Jantzen, Jantzen, 25 OR, single [son] 
Laura Francis, 45 NE, widow, housekeeper [she was divorced, not widowed, as Claude was still 
alive] 
 
1950 Waldport, Lincoln OR – conducted 6 Apr 1950 
Claude V. Francis, 56 OR, clerk, dry goods store 
Alma E., 46 OR, clerk, dry goods store 
 
 
 


