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TUSCANIA 

 

Foster, John Kirk, Jr. 
1879 LA – 1964 TN 

 
           

 
Veteran headstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/2479472?tid=&pid=&queryId
=60e8ef8c-7f5b-45a3-8c38-b6a2678f7803&_phsrc=iKj1702&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2376/records/1708674?tid=&pid=&queryId

=a0f54c4a-106f-4d6a-b86f-202f9d7f156d&_phsrc=iKj1698&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20099764?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=687265e3-c900-4d66-9e76-b7a2c0bfa0ba&_phsrc=iKj1710&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2376/records/1708674?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0f54c4a-106f-4d6a-b86f-202f9d7f156d&_phsrc=iKj1698&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2376/records/1708674?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0f54c4a-106f-4d6a-b86f-202f9d7f156d&_phsrc=iKj1698&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20099764?tid=&pid=&queryId=687265e3-c900-4d66-9e76-b7a2c0bfa0ba&_phsrc=iKj1710&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20099764?tid=&pid=&queryId=687265e3-c900-4d66-9e76-b7a2c0bfa0ba&_phsrc=iKj1710&_phstart=successSource
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LA WWI service card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L96D-
39GZ?i=89&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TB-95W2 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CS1N-Q7LX-J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8G-HC48 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L96D-39GZ?i=89&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TB-95W2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L96D-39GZ?i=89&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TB-95W2
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 Memphis TN 
 

Life: 
 

 
 

 Shreveport LA 
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 Shreveport LA 
 

 
Shreveport LA 

 

 

 Shreveport LA 
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 Shreveport LA 
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 Memphis TN 
 

 
New Orleans LA 
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“Shreveport (LA) Times” 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Shreveport (LA) Times” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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 Shreveport LA 
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Alexandria LA 
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 Shreveport LA 
 
 

 

 Shreveport LA 
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Memphis TN 

 

 
Memphis TN 

 

 
Memphis TN 
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#1 - Wife Katherine Stout Peeler - divorced 
 
 

 

 Shreveport LA 
 

  
Shreveport LA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/50026817 

 

  Dallas City IL 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/50026817
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#2 - Wife Florence Phillips Ferguson – widowed by her death 
 

 

 Memphis TN 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2546/records/385437?tid=&pid=&queryId=9e4c74

b0-323f-4d85-8f1e-3545c25e3275&_phsrc=iKj1705&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2546/records/385437?tid=&pid=&queryId=9e4c74b0-323f-4d85-8f1e-3545c25e3275&_phsrc=iKj1705&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2546/records/385437?tid=&pid=&queryId=9e4c74b0-323f-4d85-8f1e-3545c25e3275&_phsrc=iKj1705&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2376/records/828684 

 

 
Memphis TN 
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Memphis TN 
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#3 -Wife Clara Jones Kenner – she survives him 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LJP4-MYX 

 
 
 

 

 Memphis TN 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LJP4-MYX
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 Kenner, not Kemmer – Memphis TN 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1169/records/4517236?tid=&pid=&queryId=774eff

88-78b8-48eb-ab2a-3a803d319d22&_phsrc=iKj1826&_phstart=successSource 
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 Memphis TN 

 
Son: by Katherine Stout 

 

 
Son Louis Alvon Foster (1911-1987) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8823/records/1050289118 
 

 
Stepson Harold Edward Foster – born to Florence Phillips  
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  San Bernardino CA 
 

 
Chula Vista CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2413547?tid=&pid=&queryId=87318
736-0eba-477e-8cf5-f7495cb81575&_phsrc=iKj1850&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 Memphis TN 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1144/records/7273310?tid=&pid=&queryId=27d94
47f-2ddf-422d-b3f2-cbea0f737ebb&_phsrc=iKj1856&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Chula Vista CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2190/records/11780096?tid=&pid=&queryId=1d89
3c10-c0c1-449c-a82d-6f248d480203&_phsrc=iKj1861&_phstart=successSource 

 

 Honolulu HI 
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A kama’aina is a native-born Hawaiian, who may or may not be of native Hawaiian ethnicity 

 

 
Honolulu HI 
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Stepchildren: of wife Clara Jones with her husband Arthur Allen Kenner 
 
 

 
Stepdaughter Willo Birdie Kenner (1911-1911) -

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1222/records/750217185 
 

 

 
Memphis TN 

Stepdaughter Juanita Kenner Waters (1914-1936) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2562/images/004568986_00359?pId=913440 

 
 

 
 

 
Stepdaughter Zelma Louise Kenner (1916-1930) – Find A Grave 191072029 

 
 



29 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2376/records/30224569 

 

 
 

 Memphis TN 
 

Birth of Dan Harold [Kenner] Foster (1921-2000) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2376/records/30224569
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Father 
 
 

 
John Kirk Foster Sr. - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/175460491/person/332277060786/media/f66bef7b-db37-43c0-b051-
0ffa9b7f4c25?queryId=62aa3980-3a26-45d2-9409-

6d53859604c9&searchContextTreeId=104083464&searchContextPersonId=222361518204&_phsr
c=iKj1723&_phstart=successSource 

 

  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/175460491/person/332277060786/media/f66bef7b-db37-43c0-b051-0ffa9b7f4c25?queryId=62aa3980-3a26-45d2-9409-6d53859604c9&searchContextTreeId=104083464&searchContextPersonId=222361518204&_phsrc=iKj1723&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/175460491/person/332277060786/media/f66bef7b-db37-43c0-b051-0ffa9b7f4c25?queryId=62aa3980-3a26-45d2-9409-6d53859604c9&searchContextTreeId=104083464&searchContextPersonId=222361518204&_phsrc=iKj1723&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/175460491/person/332277060786/media/f66bef7b-db37-43c0-b051-0ffa9b7f4c25?queryId=62aa3980-3a26-45d2-9409-6d53859604c9&searchContextTreeId=104083464&searchContextPersonId=222361518204&_phsrc=iKj1723&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/175460491/person/332277060786/media/f66bef7b-db37-43c0-b051-0ffa9b7f4c25?queryId=62aa3980-3a26-45d2-9409-6d53859604c9&searchContextTreeId=104083464&searchContextPersonId=222361518204&_phsrc=iKj1723&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/175460491/person/332277060786/media/f66bef7b-db37-43c0-b051-0ffa9b7f4c25?queryId=62aa3980-3a26-45d2-9409-6d53859604c9&searchContextTreeId=104083464&searchContextPersonId=222361518204&_phsrc=iKj1723&_phstart=successSource
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Alexandria LA 

 

  
Shreveport LA 
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Mother 

 

 
Amanda Jane Hayes Foster - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/175460491/person/332277060787/media/9575e50f-24de-47fb-af5b-
31bdf2af86e6?queryId=c9094606-c4b9-4b81-8cb5-

48832f1628c7&searchContextTreeId=49986048&searchContextPersonId=402570816493&_phsrc
=iKj1730&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Estelle Rosalie Foster Elmore (1872-1959) -  Shreveport LA 
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Shreveport LA 
 

 Shreveport LA 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2124708?tid=49986048&pid=402574

052887&queryId=d90c7231-c65d-4bbf-bc80-
effdf30ede51&_phsrc=iKj1738&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2124708?tid=49986048&pid=402574052887&queryId=d90c7231-c65d-4bbf-bc80-effdf30ede51&_phsrc=iKj1738&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2124708?tid=49986048&pid=402574052887&queryId=d90c7231-c65d-4bbf-bc80-effdf30ede51&_phsrc=iKj1738&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/2124708?tid=49986048&pid=402574052887&queryId=d90c7231-c65d-4bbf-bc80-effdf30ede51&_phsrc=iKj1738&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Sidney Irvin Foster Sr. (1873-1947) – race: white, not Black - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6697/records/527635?tid=49986048&pid=4025740
52884&queryId=bd24a982-18d5-4544-9749-

2d31fb80b193&_phsrc=iKj1742&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6697/records/527635?tid=49986048&pid=402574052884&queryId=bd24a982-18d5-4544-9749-2d31fb80b193&_phsrc=iKj1742&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6697/records/527635?tid=49986048&pid=402574052884&queryId=bd24a982-18d5-4544-9749-2d31fb80b193&_phsrc=iKj1742&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6697/records/527635?tid=49986048&pid=402574052884&queryId=bd24a982-18d5-4544-9749-2d31fb80b193&_phsrc=iKj1742&_phstart=successSource
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New Orleans LA 

 

  
Mansfield LA 
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New Llano LA 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7837/records/175783?tid=49986048&pid=4025740

52884&queryId=b288ade8-9ade-4bb8-b24f-
5dc510771af4&_phsrc=iKj1748&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7837/records/175783?tid=49986048&pid=402574052884&queryId=b288ade8-9ade-4bb8-b24f-5dc510771af4&_phsrc=iKj1748&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7837/records/175783?tid=49986048&pid=402574052884&queryId=b288ade8-9ade-4bb8-b24f-5dc510771af4&_phsrc=iKj1748&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7837/records/175783?tid=49986048&pid=402574052884&queryId=b288ade8-9ade-4bb8-b24f-5dc510771af4&_phsrc=iKj1748&_phstart=successSource
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  Shreveport LA 
 



40 
 

 

  
Leesville LA 
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 Lake Charles LA 
 
 

Brother Quincy Kade Foster (1874-1965) -   
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Quincy Kade Foster is 2nd from right (man in back) & his wife Susan Cordelia Self Foster is 2nd from 

left, standing between her parents - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/73828030/person/322064390870/media/40db905b-2078-45ad-baa6-

88e8c693b584?queryId=d450a13b-1b5e-40f9-824c-
7c4e93f1aea9&searchContextTreeId=63000952&searchContextPersonId=34566723077&_phsrc=i

Kj1752&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother Quincy Kade Foster (1874-1965) – Find A Grave 33148212 
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Brother Louis Foster (1880-1910) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5076/records/12440161 
 

 
 

 

Sister Letha Irene Foster Wynne (1882-1967) –  Monroe LA 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5076/records/12440161
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Shreveport LA 

 

  
Crowley LA 
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Brother Oliver Floyd Foster (1885-1947) who was white, not Black - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/152010231/person/152084529246/facts?_phsrc=iKj1772&_phstart=successSour

ce 
 

 
 

 
Sister Ada Irene Foster Hamner (1887-1986) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20065809?tid=81994279&pid=25214
9823750&queryId=d176217d-33fc-4eb4-a29f-

752076b12628&_phsrc=iKj1779&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152010231/person/152084529246/facts?_phsrc=iKj1772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152010231/person/152084529246/facts?_phsrc=iKj1772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/152010231/person/152084529246/facts?_phsrc=iKj1772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20065809?tid=81994279&pid=252149823750&queryId=d176217d-33fc-4eb4-a29f-752076b12628&_phsrc=iKj1779&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20065809?tid=81994279&pid=252149823750&queryId=d176217d-33fc-4eb4-a29f-752076b12628&_phsrc=iKj1779&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20065809?tid=81994279&pid=252149823750&queryId=d176217d-33fc-4eb4-a29f-752076b12628&_phsrc=iKj1779&_phstart=successSource
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Shreveport LA 
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Sister Ruby Foster Hamner (1893-1979) – https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/116983903/person/112200149264/media/f60e3441-cd0a-4ab8-b226-
9500f6db2946?queryId=c8c70e0e-26ff-4b32-a619-

b8cadb6d5f4c&searchContextTreeId=81994279&searchContextPersonId=252149823748&_phsrc
=iKj1790&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
LA, WWI Service Records for brother LeRoy Foster (1895-1979) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L96D-
39GZ?i=89&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TB-95W2 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L96D-39GZ?i=89&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TB-95W2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L96D-39GZ?i=89&cc=2489920&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TB-95W2
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 Shreveport LA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7545/records/339528624?tid=&pid=&queryId=e8a

03d91-aa23-48b3-a1d0-4d399896b359&_phsrc=iKj1802&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Leesville LA 

 
 
 

     

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7545/records/339528624?tid=&pid=&queryId=e8a03d91-aa23-48b3-a1d0-4d399896b359&_phsrc=iKj1802&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7545/records/339528624?tid=&pid=&queryId=e8a03d91-aa23-48b3-a1d0-4d399896b359&_phsrc=iKj1802&_phstart=successSource
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
Name: John Kirk Foster, Jr. 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - corporal 
Serial number: 250,713 
Entered service from: Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:   John K. Foster 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father J.K. Foster, Sr., Anacoco LA 
Returned from war on: "Pastores" Dec 1918/Jan 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John K. Foster 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father John K. Foster, Sr., Anacoco LA (sgt 1st class, 18th 
Co., 28th [sic/20th?] Engrs)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  Anacoco LA  

World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 1 Nov 1917 
Discharged 6 Feb 1919 
Address:  1256 Greenwood St., Memphis TN 
Rank/unit:  sergeant 1st class, 18 Co., 20th Engineers [the “1’ in “18” is typed as an “L”) 
 
LA service record: John K. Foster, Jr., serial 250713, resident of Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA. 
Entered Army at Fort Oglethorpe GA 4 Nov 1917 at age 37 years, 11 months. Born Anacoco, 
Vernon Parish LA. In Co. F, 20th Engineers to ---; 18th Co. 28th [sic/20th] Engineers to 
discharge. [Co. F = 18th Co.]. Rank: private, then corporal 13 Dec 1917, then private 1 Jan 
1918, then corporal 16 Jan 1918, then sergeant 1st class 1 May 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 
to 6 Jan 1919. Discharged 6 Feb 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 Dec 1879 Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA (Social Security Death Index: 10 Dec 1879)  
Died: 29 Mar 1964 Memphis, Shelby TN    
Find A Grave record: 109178670, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Memphis, Shelby TN 
Cemetery: Forest Hill Cemetery Midtown 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Tennessee SFC 18 Co 20 Engineers WWI 
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Father:  John Kirk Foster, Sr., 7 Dec 1848 AR (Dec 1848 AR in 1900 census) or MS – 17 Nov 1939 
Shreveport, Caddo Parish LA.   
One source lists his middle name as “Kade” but then John Kirk Foster Sr. & Jr. would not make 
sense. A teacher. 
Originally his Find A Grave record listed a birthdate of 5 Dec 1850 & a death date of 19 Nov 1939, 
but a note was added that the tombstone had been misread. 
Buried in Holly Grove Cemetery, Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA 
Find A Grave: 29331441   
 
Mother:  Amanda Jane (“Mandy”) Hayes Foster, 26 Jun 1853 LA (Jun 1854 in 1900 census) (also 
found as Amite MS) – 23 Jun 1922. 
Daughter of John Alvin Hayes & Mary Rosina Knippers.  
Buried in Holly Cemetery, Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA. 
Find A Grave: 29331413 
Parents’ marriage: 20 Oct 1870 Sabine Parish LA 
 
Wife #1 - divorced 
Spouse:  Katherine (Kate) Stout Peeler Foster Priester, 4 Aug 1882 (or 1885) Rock Bridge, Monroe KY 
– 12 May 1974 Burlington, Des Moines Co. IA (in the Park Manor Nursing Home).  
SSN 485-07-8802. 
Daughter of Samuel Stout (1861-1942, F: 80467003) & Mary L. Chipman (1858-1920, F: 80467045).   
When she married John Foster, she was listed as Kate Peeler in the newspaper account & marriage 
license. 
Later married Max Priester (14 Dec 1877 Germany – 8 Dec 1932, buried in Dallas City Cemetery, 
Dallas City, Hancock IL, F: 9575455).  
Living with John K. Foster in Shreveport, Caddo Parish LA in the 1910 census; she is age 26, b. KY, 
parents b. KY, no children. Their son Louis Alvon Foster is born in 1911.  
In the 1920 census of Dallas City, Hancock IL, she is listed as Catherine Priester (38 KY, parents b. 
KY), residing with husband Max Priester (42 Switzerland, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1893, 
naturalized 1894, barber in own shop) & her son/Max’s stepson Louis Foster 9 MO, father b. LA, 
mother b. KY 
Katherine Priester. In 1930, Katherine Priester (40 KY, parents b. KY) lives in Dallas City, Hancock IL 
as of 9 Apr 1930with Max Priester (52 Switzerland, parents b. Gledlech (?), Germany), emigrated 
1893, naturalized, barber in a barber shop) & her son “Lois” Foster (i.e. Louis Almon Foster, 19 MO, 
father b. MO, mother b. KY) who is listed as Max’s stepson. 
Buried in Terre Haute Cemetery, Terre Haute, Henderson IL. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 124193353 
Marriage: 25 Jun 1904 in The Inn Hotel, Shreveport, Caddo Parish LA - reported being married 6 
years in the 1910 census. They divorced by Apr 1919 when John remarried. 
 
Wife #2 - widowed 
Spouse:  Florence Phillips Ferguson Foster, 23 Feb 1895 AR – 4 Oct 1928 Memphis, Shelby TN.   
Her maiden name was Phillips. She was Mrs. Florence Ferguson when she married John Foster in 
1919.  
In the 1920 census Florence (age 24 AR) resides with John K.  Foster in Memphis, Shelby TN with 
“son” Harold Foster, 6 LA (whose father was born in AR not LA). Harold was born before their 
marriage & was therefore born with a different surname from Foster. 
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TN death record: Died at age 33 years, 7 months, 11 days of carcinoma of the cervix, complicated 
by hemorrhage. Housewife. Husband: J.K. Foster. Father’s surname Phillips, birthplace unknown. 
Mother’s name & birthplace unknown.  
Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery Midtown, Memphis, Shelby TN. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 109178669 
Marriage: J.K. Foster Jr. obtained a marriage license with Mrs. Florence Ferguson in Memphis, 
Shelby TN in April 1919. They married 16 Feb 1935 at their home (282 Garland) in Memphis, Shelby 
TN. In the 1930 census John reports he is widowed.  
 
 
Wife #3 – surviving widow 
Spouse:  Clara Jones Kenner Foster, 9 Jan 1894 Humboldt [Gibson Co. or Madison Co.] TN – 29 Jan 
1982 TN.  
Her parents were James Clay Jones (15 Jul 1858 – 16 Jun 1915 TN, F: 157654376) who had married 
M.F. Stewart.  
In the 1900 census for Civil District 2, Dyer Co. TN, conducted 18 Jun 1900: 
Clara Jones, 6 TN, b. Jan 1894, living with J.C. Jones (b. Jul 1858 TN, engineer, stationary boiler) & 
Mollie (36 TN, Sep 1863), married 19 years, she having given birth to 8 children, 8 of whom were 
alive. Two sons & 6 daughters (including Clara) are listed.  
In the 1910 census for Civil District 10, Crockett Co. TN, conducted 5 May 1910: 
Clara Jones, 16 TN, parents b. TN, living with father James Jones (52 TN, widowed, farmer) & 2 
sisters (1 of them married, May Bell) & her paternal grandmother Eliza Jones (72 TN). 
Previously married to Arthur Allen Kenner, whom she married in Crockett Co. TN on 14 May 1910.  
Arthur Allen Kenner was born 7 Jul 1888 Crockett Co. TN & died 4 Jun 1957 Memphis, Shelby TN. He 
is buried in Salem Cemetery, Gadsden, Crockett TN. F: 150228502. 
Arthur & Clara apparently married between the 1920 & 1930 censuses.  
Clara obviously divorced Arthur Kenner before her 1935 marriage to John Foster. 
Her Kenner children are listed below. 
Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Memphis, Shelby TN.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 141545794 
Marriage: 16 Feb 1935 Shelby Co. TN 
 
Child: by wife Katherine Stout 

• Louis Alvon Foster, 1911 Kansas City, Jackson MO – 11 Mar 1987 Burlington, Des Moines 
Co. IA. - Husband of Mildred Rosetta/Rosette (“Budde”) Grant (1914-2013) whom he 
married 8 May 1937 in Grace United Methodist Church in Burlington, Des Moines Co. IA. - 
On Louis’s marriage license, Louis was a resident of Burlington IA, in the oil business, age 
27 on his next birthday, b. Kansas City MO, son of John K. Foster & Catherine Stout, his 1st 
marriage – Mildred Rosette Grant, resident of Burlington IA, age 23 on her next birthday, 
daughter of Fred J. Grant & Darcy Doty, her 1st marriage. - Buried in Aspen Grove Cemetery, 
Burlington, Des Moines Co. IA.  F: 104551767 

 
Stepchildren: by his 3rd wife Clara Jones with her 1st husband, Arthur Allen Kenner 

• Willo Berdie Kenner, 4 Mar 1911 Louisville, Jefferson KY – 27 Mar 1911 Louisville, Jefferson 
KY. Female. Died of bronchopneumonia at 23 days of age.  

• Juanita Kenner Waters, 4 Feb 1914 Memphis, Shelby TN – 11 Dec 1936 Atlanta, Fulton GA. – 
She had married 5 years before her death to C.L. (Lawrence) Waters. – Her GA death 
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certificate indicates an autopsy was performed but the cause of death was 
“undetermined.” - Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Memphis, Shelby TN. F: 191072068 

• Zelma Louise Kenner, 26 Apr 1916 TN – 1 Sep 1930 Memphis, Shelby TN. – Zelma was with a 
friend who was receiving dental treatment from Dr. S. L. Wadlington, DDS, when she 
toppled backwards out a window & fell from the 14th floor of the Bank of Commerce office 
building. – TN death certificate: “This young lady sitting on window sill in dentist office in 
Bank of Commerce Building reading a book when she lost her balance and fell 8 stories to a 
roof below and was [unintelligible word] internally.” - Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Memphis, Shelby TN. F: 191072029 

• Dan Harold [born Kenner] Foster [whose Find A Grave record uses Foster as surname but 
adds “born Kenner”] 22 May 1921 TN – 12 Jan 2000 Snohomish Co. WA. - Husband of Cleta 
Maxine Hooker (1925-2014, F: 200288389) whom he married in 1947. -  Burial place 
unknown. F: 200288705 

 
Unknown relationship:  

• Harold Edward  Foster, 4 Mar 1913 LA – 28 Apr 1977 CA.  He is listed as age 6, b. LA, in the 
1920 census as son of John & Florence, but his father’s birth state is given as AR instead of 
John’s LA & his mother’s as TN instead of AR. Harold was evidently Florence’s son by 
someone other than John Foster. Perhaps born Ferguson, since his mother Mrs. Florence 
Ferguson married John Foster in 1919. -  In the 1940 census for San Diego, San Diego CA, 
conducted 27 Apr 1940, Harold Foster (43 TN, aviation mechanic, 2nd class, US Navy) was 
listed as a brother-in-law, living with John Mitchell (26 VA, watertender, 1st class, US Navy) & 
his wife Mary (25 CA) & daughter Ruth (6 CA). Also in the household was John Mitchell’s 
sister-in-law Marjorie Wassner (14 CA). - In the 1950 census for San Diego, San Diego CA, 
conducted 4 Apr 1950, Harold E. Foster (37 TN, Armed Forces) lived with wife Audrey E. (26 
Territory of Hawaii) & daughter Elaine G. “00” Florida. -  Listed as surviving son Harold E. 
Foster in Florence Foster’s Oct 1928 obituary & as son in John Foster’s Mar 1964 obituary, 
as a resident of Chula Vista CA. – Harold’s wife was Audrey Elaine Cummings, 18 Feb 1924 
Wailuku, Maui Co. HI, who died 6 Dec 2010 in Savannah, Chatham GA. She had married 
William Charles Burdick (F: 105462168) on 7 Jan 1963 in San Diego Co. CA so obviously 
Audrey & Harold divorced. Audrey Burdick is buried in Maui Veterans Cemetery, Makawao, 
Maui HI, F: 105462184). In the 1940 census for Wailuku, Maui HI, Audrey Cummings, (16 HI) 
is listed with a race of “part Hawaiian.” She lives with her mother Rosalie (34 HI, listed as 
Caucasian, a cannery worker in a pineapple cannery) & her 3 siblings. Audrey’s mother was 
Rosalie Do Rego (1905-1992, F: 18899674) & her father Wells Cummings (1900-1937, F: 
157741294)- Harold is buried in Victor Valley Memorial Park Cemetery, Victorville, San 
Bernardino CA. F: 121079732 

 
Siblings: John Kirk Jr. was the 5th child of those listed below.  
In the 1900 census, his mother Amanda reports she has given birth to 13 children, 10 of whom are 
living (who would be Estelle, Quincy, Sidney, John, Louis, Oliver, Ada, Letha, Ruby & LeRoy).  
Her deceased children by 1900 were Amanda, Eva & Nancy.  
See a list at: https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LJP4-MYX/john-kirk-foster-1879-1964 

• Estelle Roselie/Roselee Foster Elmore, 3 Mar 1872 LA – 10 Jan 1959 Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles CA. - Wife of John Morton Elmore (1870-1969, F: 256352827). - Wedding: 
“Shreveport (LA) Times” 25 Jul 1906 p 8 – a large number of guests attended the wedding of 
J.M. Elmore, wrecking foreman of the Kansas City Southern Railroad & Miss Estelle R. 
Foster, who were married at the home of the bride in West Bend at 8 p.m. on 24 Jul 1906. 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LJP4-MYX/john-kirk-foster-1879-1964
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Rev. Claude L. Jones officiated; a splendid wedding supper was served. The groom’s 
mother, age 73, attended. Estelle is the daughter of Professor J.K. Foster of Leesville LA, 
“one of the leading educators of Vernon parish.” Estelle is an educated, cultured young 
lady with kindness of heart & attractive manners. The groom has lived in Shreveport for 7 
years. - Obituary: “Shreveport (LA) Journal” Tuesday, 13 Jan 1959 p 4 – funeral for Mrs. 
Estelle Foster Elmore, 86, former Shreveport resident, who died Saturday [10 Jan] in 
Glendale CA will be held 15 Jan 1959 at the graveside in Greenwood Cemetery. Estelle had 
resided in CA for 18 years. Survived by her husband J.M. Elmore, 1 daughter, 3 sisters: Mrs. 
W.L. Hamner [ Ruby], Mrs. E.A. Hamner [Ada], both of Shreveport & Mrs. A.M. Wynne 
[Letha] of Bernice LA & 3 brothers: Ray Foster of Shreveport [i.e. LeRoy], J.J. Foster [John 
Kirk Jr.] of Memphis TN & Q.K. Foster [Quincy] of Leesville LA. 

• Sidney Irvin/Irwin (“Sid”) Foster Sr., 26 Jun 1873 (Find A Grave), also found as 1876 – 25 Feb 
1947 Leesville, Vernon Parish LA. – Attorney. Graduate of Peabody College & Tulane 
University School of Law. - Husband of Lucile (“Lucie”) Rogers, with the surname Harris 
(1880-1965, F: 29390744), whom he married 14 Jun 1905 (not 1915 as erroneously listed on 
their marriage license) in Calcasieu Parish LA. Lucile/Lucille was the daughter of Jubile W. & 
Edwina Rogers. -  Buried in Leesville Cemetery, Leesville, Vernon Parish LA. F: 29390751  

• Quincy Kade Foster, 10 Oct 1874 Vernon Parish LA – 21 Nov 1965 Anacoco, Vernon Parish 
LA (in War Memorial Hospital).  - Husband of Susan Cordelia (“Delia”) Self (1875-1962, F: 
33058945), the daughter of Albert Clay Self & Cecilia Cinderella Dixon. – His obituary stated 
Quincy was age 91 at the time of his death. - Buried in Good Hope Baptist Cemetery, 
Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA. F: 33148212 

• Amanda Caroline Foster, 8 Jun 1877 LA – 26 Jun 1885. - Buried in Holly Grove Cemetery, 
Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA. - F: 29335809 

• Louis Foster, 17 Nov 1880 LA – 6 Feb 1910 Nashville, Davidson TN. – He was ill from 26 Jan 
1910 to 6 Feb 1910. - Buried in Holly Grove Cemetery, Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA. F: 
29331383   

• Letha Irene (“Petty”) Foster Wynne, 15 Sep 1882 LA [also found as 1888] – 5 Mar 1967 
Bernice, Union Parish LA. - Wife of the Reverend A.M. [Ardis Morris] Wynne (1888-1967, F: 
241627183) whom she married in Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish LA on 25 Oct 1917. - 
Numerous articles available at Newspapers.com concerning the Methodist Church work of 
her & her husband. - Her online obituary from the United Methodist Church: 
https://www.la-umc.org/obituary/1548364; source: “Journal of the Louisiana Conference” 
1967 p. 224. Mrs. Letha Foster Wynne d. 5 p.m. Sunday, 5 Mar 1967. Funeral 6 Mar 1967 in 
Bernice LA with burial in Forest Park Cemetery, Shreveport. Daughter of John Kirk Foster & 
Amanda Jane Hayes, b. 15 Sep 1882 Vernon Parish LA; family of 5 boys & 4 girls. Educated 
at Fort Jesup Academy & prior to her marriage was postmistress of Anacoco LA. Her father 
was a longtime teacher in LA. Miss Letha Foster married Ardis M. Wynne on 25 Oct 1917. 
They had 1 child, Mrs. Emeline Wynne Wade of Oak Ridge LA, b. 6 Nov 1918. Rev. & Mrs. 
Wynne began their work together in the Methodist Episcopal Church in the Gulf Texas 
Conference; were transferred to the LA Conference 3 Dec 1925 where they served together 
until retirement in 1954 in Bernice LA.  Also “Shreveport (LA) Journal” 6 Mar 1967 p 10 – 
funeral for Letha Irene Wynne, age 76, of Bernice LA will be held 6 Mar 1967 in Bernice, with 
burial in Forest Park Cemetery, Shreveport LA. Says born in Bernice LA. Survived by 
husband Rev. A.M. Wynne of Bernice LA, 1 daughter & 2 sisters: Mrs. Leslie Hamner [Ruby] 
& Mrs. Elgin Hamner [Ada Irene], both of Shreveport.  – Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, 
Shreveport, Caddo Parish LA.  F: 281819000 

https://www.la-umc.org/obituary/1548364
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• Oliver Floyd Foster, 18 Dec 1885 Vernon Parish LA – 29 Jan 1947 Anacoco, Vernon Parish 
LA. - Husband of Carrie E. Musgrove (1885-1970, F: 29355234). – Buried in Holly Grove 
Cemetery, Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA. F: 29242376 

• Ada Irene (“Rena”) Foster Hamner, 19 Jan 1887 Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA – 16 Oct 1986 
Shreveport, Caddo Parish LA (at Schumpert Medical Center). - Wife of Elgin Alvon Hamner, 
Sr. (1883-1959, F: 185764302). Elgin was the 1st cousin of William Leslie Hamner, who 
married Ada’s sister Ruby Foster. Elgin was the son of William Dewitt Hamner & Lulu Melvin 
Stewart.  -Obituary from the “Shreveport (LA) Times” on her Find A Grave record lists 
survivors as 2 daughters & 2 sons, with 1 daughter predeceasing her. Buried in           .  F: 
144031866 

• Eva Elizabeth Foster, 15 Nov 1889 – 24 Aug 1892. – Both her birth & death likely occurred in 
Louisiana. - Buried in Holly Grove Cemetery, Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA. F: 29335844 

• Nancy Lenna (“Nannie”) Foster, 16 Aug 1892 – 10 Apr 1893 Vernon Parish LA. – Buried as 
Nannie Foster in Holly Grove Cemetery, Anacoco, Vernon Parish LA. F: 29335756 

• Ruby Foster Hamner, 7 Dec 1893 Vernon Parish LA – 28 Nov 1979 Shreveport, Caddo Parish 
LA. - Wife of William Leslie Hamner Sr. (1886-1957, F: 210576007), the son of Lorenzo 
Pierce Hamner & Kittie Bennet Moreland. William Hamner was the 1st cousin of Elgin Alvon 
Hamner, who married Ruby Foster’s sister, Ada Foster. - Resident of 4522 Orchard St., 
Shreveport LA at time of death. Died in Highland Hospice. Resident of Shreveport for 23 
years; served as church organist. Survived by daughter & sister Mrs. Elgin A. Hamner Sr. 
[Ada]. - Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Shreveport, Caddo Parish LA. F: 210576868 

• LeRoy (“Roy”) Foster, 27 Apr 1895 Vernon Parish LA – 2 Jun 1979. – Served in WWI (18 Sep 
1917 – 31 Mar 1919). – Married Ivon Walker (1903-1929, F: 41514292), the daughter of 
Whitfield Wesley Walker & Cora Davis. Their children were Quincy Whitfield Foster (1922-
2006, F: 225579099) – Rita E. Foster Rogers (1925-2012, wife of William R. Rogers) - Leroy 
Walker Foster Sr. (1928-2023, F: 262069073). - Buried in Holly Grove Cemetery, Anacoco, 
Vernon Parish LA. F: 29242377 

 
Notes: 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/81994279/person/252149823743/facts 
 
Well-known lumberman of Tignor & Foster Lumber Co., Shreveport LA, then manager of 
Lion Lumber Co. at Memphis 
 
John Jr.’s sisters married 1st cousins. His brothers-in-law had shared grandparents.  
Ada Foster married Elgin Alvon Hamner, the son of William Dewitt Hamner & Lulu Melvina 
Stewart. 
Ruby Foster married William Leslie Hamner, the son of Lorenzo Pierce Hamner & Katie 
Bennet Moreland. 
William Dewitt Hamner & Lorenzo Pierce Hamner were the sons of William Hamner & 
Sarah Jane Baten. 
 
Wartime: 
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"Shreveport [LA] Times" 9 Feb 1918 p 1 - "Transport Tuscania Carried Caddo Men" - 
formerly of Shreveport LA, flagman for V, S & P (Vicksburg, Shreveport & Pacific Railway). 
His sisters Mrs. J.M. Elmore (2714 Stonewall St.) & Mrs. E.A. Hamner & Miss Ruby Foster 
(2800 Stonewall St., Queensboro) are waiting in Shreveport LA for word.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
TN death record: John Kirk Foster, d. 29 Mar 1964 in the Veterans Administration Hospital at 
Memphis, Shelby TN at age 84. Married. Lived 50 years in Memphis. Resident of 3189 James Road, 
Memphis TN. Retired lumberman. SSN unknown. WWI veteran. Born Anacoco LA, to John K. Foster 
Sr. & Jane Hayes. Died of myocardial infarction. Wife Mrs. Clara Foster. Burial in Forest Hill. 
 
Social Security Number: 426-20-5978 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Vernon Parish LA – conducted 14 Jun 1880 
J.K. Foster, 31 AR, father b. AL, mother b. AR, farming 
Amanda, 25 LA, father’s birthplace unknown, mother b. LA, keeps house 
Estelle, 8 LA 
Sidney, 6 LA 
Quincy, 5 LA 
Amanda C., 3 LA 
John, 7 months LA, b. Dec 
 
1900 Police Jury Ward 2, Vernon Parish LA – conducted 11 Jun 1900 
John H. Foster, 51 AR, Dec 1848, parents b. AR, married 30 years, school teacher 
Amanda J., 45 LA, Jun 1854, parents b. LA, gave birth to 13 children, 10 are living 
John H., 20 LA, Dec 1879, railroad laborer 
Louis, 19 LA, Mar 1880, railroad laborer 
Letha P., 17 LA, Sep 1882 
Ada Arene, 13 LA, Jan 1887 
Oliver Tolaid/Floid [Floyd], 14 LA, Dec 1885 
Ruby, 6 LA, Dec 1893 
Leroy, 5 LA, Apr 1895 
 
1910 Shreveport, Caddo Parish LA – 718 Hope St. – conducted 20 Apr 1910 
John K. Foster, 30 LA, parents b. LA, married 6 years, superintendent, lumberman, commission 
Katherine Foster, 26 KY, parents b. KY, gave birth to zero children, zero are living [wife] 
Elgin Hamner, 27 LA, parents b. LA, lumberman, wholesale, married 3 years [listed as boarder, but 
John’s brother-in-law, married to his sister Ada Irene] 
Irene Hamner, 22 LA, parents b. LA, married 3 years, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living [listed as 
boarder, but John’s sister Ada Irene Foster Hamner] 
Amanda Hamner, 1 LA, parents b. LA [boarder] [daughter of Elgin & Ada Irene] 
Georgea Simpson, 24 KY, parents b. KY, single [boarder] 
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1920 Memphis, Shelby TN – 1256 Greenwood – conducted 8/9 Jan 1920 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/69622792 
John K. Foster [indexed as John R. Foster], 38 LA, parents b. LA, manager, hardwood lumber co. 
Florence, 24 AR, father b. MI, mother b. MO 
Harold, 6 LA, father b. AR, mother b. TN [he was not John’s biological son, as John was not born in 
AR – and John married Florence in 1919] 
 
1930 Memphis, Shelby TN – 673 Dickinson – conducted 4 Apr 1930 – line 4 
John K. Foster, 50 LA, widowed, salesman, lumber co., WWI veteran 
Boarder with: 
Calvin R. Schrodt (29), wife Maude Schrodt (29) & son Calvin Schrodt (2). 
 
1940 Shelby Co. TN – James Rd. – in 1935 John lived in Memphis, Shelby TN; in 1935 Clara & Dan 
lived in the same place – conducted 1 May 1940 
John K. Foster, 60 LA, lumber commission, wholesale lumber 
Clara, 46 TN 
Dan Harold, 18 TN [Clara’s son but born a Kenner] 
 
1950 Shelby Co. TN – 3189 James Rd. – conducted 24 Apr 1950 
John K. Foster, 70 LA, retired 
Clara, 56 TN 


