
1 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Fortenberry, Kirby Carl (Sr.) 
1896 TX – 1963 TX 
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Kirby Carl Fortenberry 
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German submarine UB-77 did not follow the convoy but came upon it by chance 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-

CS1N-Q3RF-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR7-
XQJ3&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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TX, WWI service card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-Q3VZ-

D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
6HHV&action=view&cc=2202707&lang=en 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/20030542 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062641-

03158?pId=23267814 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062641-03158?pId=23267814
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062641-03158?pId=23267814
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Life: 
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McKinney TX 
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“Houston (TX) Post” 8 Feb 1918 p 1, continued p 4 
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“Houston (TX) Post” 9 Feb 1918 p 7 

 

   
“Houston (TX) Post” 10 Feb 1918 p 8 
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 Houston TX 
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 “Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) Friday 10 Dec 1920 p 4 

 

 
Grandfield OK 
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Grandfield OK 

 

 Grandfield OK 
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“Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) Friday, 1 Jun 1923 p 1 

 

 

Frederick OK -  
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 Frederick OK 
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“Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) 22 Aug 1929 p 1 

 

 
 



22 
 

 
 

 
McAllen TX 
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Wife Edith Hargis 
 

 
Headstone of Kirby Carl Fortenberry’s 1st wife, Edith Hargis Fortenberry, Find A Grave 172450887, 

who died of ptomaine poisoning (now called foodborne illness) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61379/records/63271000 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61379/records/63271000
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Grandfield OK 
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 Grandfield OK 

  
Grandfield OK 
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 Frederick OK 
 

  

 Grandfield OK 
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Grandfield OK 
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Wife Lillian Stephens Hildebrandt 
 

 
Lillian Stephens with son Harvey Worth Hildebrandt Jr., by her 1st marriage - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/73595516/person/42277289026/media/c2f68e87-
9014-4a44-b95d-4a3c37852aa1 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/42057458 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/42057458
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Lillian’s 1st husband Harvey Worth Hildebrandt Sr. – Find A Grave 68355450 

 

 
 

Daughter: by 1st wife Edith Hargis 
 



33 
 

 



34 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/anna-wingfield-11989599 
 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/austin-tx/anna-wingfield-11989599
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LDTK-PFX 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-Q19P-

SK?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVH83-
KY4&action=view&cc=1803956&lang=en&groupId= 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LDTK-PFX
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Anna Jane Fortenberry is seated at center playing “charades” 

 

 
Easter Sunday fashion parade – Anna at far right 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/293123401 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/923553157?tid=&pid=&queryId=e72
ebddb-658a-4142-9ee4-e1b14e418527&_phsrc=iKj1683&_phstart=successSource 

 

Marriage to Charles Edward Armsby 1 Jul 1955 -  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/293123401
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/925389460?tid=&pid=&queryId=a41

d3100-b140-44a9-aa85-806efbd482d0&_phsrc=iKj1672&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/925389460?tid=&pid=&queryId=a41d3100-b140-44a9-aa85-806efbd482d0&_phsrc=iKj1672&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/925389460?tid=&pid=&queryId=a41d3100-b140-44a9-aa85-806efbd482d0&_phsrc=iKj1672&_phstart=successSource
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With future husband Burnley Magruder Wingfield -  
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Children: by 2nd wife Lillian Stephens 
 

  
“Most Handsome Senior” –  

 

  
Son Kirby Carl Fortenberry Jr. (1938-2013) – both photos from Find A Grave 135814523 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/439701652 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/439701652
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/2917383?tid=73595516&pid=422779

12310&queryId=15accbf9-2fac-41e6-b8ce-
9ef15b12ddf7&_phsrc=iKj1665&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/2917383?tid=73595516&pid=42277912310&queryId=15accbf9-2fac-41e6-b8ce-9ef15b12ddf7&_phsrc=iKj1665&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/2917383?tid=73595516&pid=42277912310&queryId=15accbf9-2fac-41e6-b8ce-9ef15b12ddf7&_phsrc=iKj1665&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/2917383?tid=73595516&pid=42277912310&queryId=15accbf9-2fac-41e6-b8ce-9ef15b12ddf7&_phsrc=iKj1665&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/26052931 

 
 

  

  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/26052931
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  Freeport TX 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277912310/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277912310/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277912310/facts 

 

 
Find A Grave 135814523 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277912310/facts
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Houston TX 
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 Austin TX 
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Son Clyde Edward Fortenberry (1941-2012) – Find A Grave 167153767 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/3291682 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/3291682
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 Austin TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/438595545 

 
 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277914450/facts 

 
 

 https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277914450/facts 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/438595545
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277914450/facts
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 Austin TX 
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Austin TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/5152998?tid=73595516&pid=422779
14450&queryId=34022fe4-ff07-4986-9ef1-febfe5e546fe&_phsrc=iKj1669&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/130765023 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8794/records/521208430 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/5152998?tid=73595516&pid=42277914450&queryId=34022fe4-ff07-4986-9ef1-febfe5e546fe&_phsrc=iKj1669&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/5152998?tid=73595516&pid=42277914450&queryId=34022fe4-ff07-4986-9ef1-febfe5e546fe&_phsrc=iKj1669&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/130765023
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8794/records/521208430
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 Austin TX 
 
 
 

 
 

Stepson: son of 2nd wife Lillian Stephens by her 1st husband Harvey Worth Hildebrandt St. 
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Stepson Harvey Worth Hildebrandt Jr. (1928-1981) - Find A Grave 111256489 
 

 
Worth & bride Mary Maurean Greene - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/73595516/person/42277262947/media/30b686c2-68c3-49ea-a932-fa5094066fdc 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061597-

00833?pId=1803135 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/73595516/person/42277262947/media/30b686c2-68c3-49ea-a932-fa5094066fdc
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/73595516/person/42277262947/media/30b686c2-68c3-49ea-a932-fa5094066fdc
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061597-00833?pId=1803135
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061597-00833?pId=1803135
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277262947/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277262947/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299091-

01738?pId=26124021 
 

 
Mary Maurean Greene - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/73595516/person/42277284266/media/4b27672f-c019-4b97-978c-eb819065c652 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299091-01738?pId=26124021
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299091-01738?pId=26124021
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/73595516/person/42277284266/media/4b27672f-c019-4b97-978c-eb819065c652
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/73595516/person/42277284266/media/4b27672f-c019-4b97-978c-eb819065c652
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277262947/facts 

 

  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73595516/person/42277262947/facts


70 
 

  
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/10571416?tid=&pid=&queryId=de87

c161-b34d-47a3-a930-e3d49f5daa4a&_phsrc=iKj1663&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/10571416?tid=&pid=&queryId=de87c161-b34d-47a3-a930-e3d49f5daa4a&_phsrc=iKj1663&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/10571416?tid=&pid=&queryId=de87c161-b34d-47a3-a930-e3d49f5daa4a&_phsrc=iKj1663&_phstart=successSource


71 
 

 

 Find A Grave 76604341 
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 Father 

 

 

 
The original spells the surname FORTENBERRY 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/4176155?tid=73595516&pid=422779
14443&queryId=604a2d55-e40b-45ea-b2e1-

90b7b37c73d7&_phsrc=iKj1624&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/4176155?tid=73595516&pid=42277914443&queryId=604a2d55-e40b-45ea-b2e1-90b7b37c73d7&_phsrc=iKj1624&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/4176155?tid=73595516&pid=42277914443&queryId=604a2d55-e40b-45ea-b2e1-90b7b37c73d7&_phsrc=iKj1624&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/4176155?tid=73595516&pid=42277914443&queryId=604a2d55-e40b-45ea-b2e1-90b7b37c73d7&_phsrc=iKj1624&_phstart=successSource
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Mother 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/484494 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/484494
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23732971?tid=73595516&pid=42277

914447&queryId=e196037c-73a5-4c63-99b8-
ed9b29706d4d&_phsrc=iKj1629&_phstart=successSource 
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Siblings: 
 

  
 

 
Sister Edith Lucille Fortenberry Myer (1877-1917) – Find A Grave 94277421 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23661711?tid=157810286&pid=1020

68805609&queryId=a5f2a127-4818-4833-ac7a-
fa130065d5bb&_phsrc=iKj1633&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23661711?tid=157810286&pid=102068805609&queryId=a5f2a127-4818-4833-ac7a-fa130065d5bb&_phsrc=iKj1633&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23661711?tid=157810286&pid=102068805609&queryId=a5f2a127-4818-4833-ac7a-fa130065d5bb&_phsrc=iKj1633&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23661711?tid=157810286&pid=102068805609&queryId=a5f2a127-4818-4833-ac7a-fa130065d5bb&_phsrc=iKj1633&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/925941395 

 

 

 
Brother Henry Clyde Fortenberry (1880-1900) – Find A Grave 44056690 
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Sister Bessie Fortenberry Mayo (1882-1961) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062589-
00411?pId=23941385 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062589-00411?pId=23941385
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062589-00411?pId=23941385
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299097-
01393?pId=926422596 

 

 

  
Sister Lelia Adele Fortenberry Bailey (1885-1917) – Find A Grave 238397582 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299041-

01189?pId=926338281 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299041-01189?pId=926338281
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299041-01189?pId=926338281
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061827-

01721?pId=24004793 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061823-

03217?pId=21783242 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061827-01721?pId=24004793
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061827-01721?pId=24004793
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Name: Kirby Carl Fortenberry (Sr.)   
Name variations: Carl Fortenberry 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number: 250,311 
Entered service from: Houston, Harris TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Kirby C. Fortenberry 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother A.J. Fortenberry, 2218 Smith St., Houston TX 
Returned from war on:  Kirby C. Fortenberry 
Sailed on return ship as: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Amanda J. Fortenberry, 2218 Smith St., Houston TX 
(sgt, HQ Det., 6th Bn, 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Kirby C. Fortenberry - b. 23 Jan 1896 Silsbee TX; res: 2218 
Smith, Houston TX. Single. Student at Eastern Business College in Poughkeepsie NY. When asked 
about exemption from the draft: “no exemption claimed.” Tall & slender. Registered 22 May 1917, 
in advance of the national registration day on 5 Jun 1917.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  2218 Smith St., Houston TX.  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Kirby Carl Fortenberry - b. 23 Jan 1896 Silsby TX; res: 3406 
Wichita St., Houston, Harris TX. NOK contact: E.M. Longcope Jr., 2434 Pelham Dr., Houston TX. 
Employed at Pritchard Rice Milling Co., 3002 Richardson, Houston TX. “scar – third finger left hand” 
– Height: 6’1” – weight: 202 lbs. Card is signed K.C. Fortenberry.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 13 Sep 1917  
Discharged 9 Jun 1919 
Address:  2218 Smith St., Houston TX 
Rank/unit: sergeant, HQ Co., 6th Bn., 20th Engineers 
 
TX, Abstracts of WWI Military Service: 
Kirby C. Fortenberry, serial 250311, resident of 2218 Smith St., Houston TX. Inducted into Army at 
Fort Sam Houston on 13 Dec 1917 at age 21 years, 10 months. Born Silsbee TX. In 6th Battalion, 20th 
Engineers to discharge. Promoted to corporal 1 May 1918, to sergeant 13 Nov 1918. Overseas 24 
Jan 1918 to 28 May 1919. Discharged 9 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 23 Jan 1896 Silsbee, Hardin TX  
Died: 3 Jul 1963 Houston, Harris TX    
Find A Grave record: 175724252, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Houston, Harris TX 
Cemetery: Forest Park Westheimer 
Tombstone: 
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Father:  William Wilkins Broad Fortenberry, 26 Jun 1858 Simpson Co. MS – 1 Sep 1911 Houston, 
Harris TX.  
Son of Levi Jefferson Fortenberry Sr. & Matilda Gardner.  
Died of cancer of the larynx.  
Obituary: “Houston Post” 2 Sep 1911 p 16 – W.W. Fortenberry, age 53, died at his home (2218 
Smith St.) yesterday [1 Sep 1911]. His body was sent to Chester, Tyler TX for burial on 3 Sep 1911. 
Born MS; moved to TX in the early days. Survived by his widow, 3 sisters, 3 brothers, 3 daughters: 
Mrs. C.P. Myers [i.e. Edith, of Houston TX], Mrs. W.P. Mays [sic/Mayo, i.e. Bessie, of Silsbee TX] & 
Mrs. E.H. Bailey [i.e. Lelia, of Houston TX] U 1 son Master K.C. Fortenberry. He was the brother-in-
law of John H. Kirby. All the offices of the Kirby Lumber Co. will close at noon today for the rest of 
the day. The body was sent on Sunday morning at 6:30 a.m. via the Southern Pacific. 
Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Chester, Tyler TX. 
Find A Grave: 41096450 
 
Mother:  Amanda Jane Kirby Fortenberry, 6 Aug 1858 Peach Tree Village, Tyler TX – 6 Jul 1962 West 
University Place, Harris TX.  
Daughter of John Thomas Kirby & Sarah C. Payne.  
Died one month short of her 104th birthday. All her children except Kirby had predeceased her; he 
died one year later.   
Birthday: “Harlingen (TX) Valley Morning Star” 17 Aug 1958 p 16 – Mrs. Amanda Kirby Fortenberry, 
member of a pioneer East Texas family, celebrated her 100th birthday on 16 Aug. She was born in 
the Tyler Co. community of Peactree [sic/Peachtree] Village, now part of former Governor Allan 
Shivers’s East TX farm. Her husband, William Wilkins Fortenberry, a contractor, died in 1911. She is 
the sister of the late John Henry Kirby, a Houston lumber & oil pioneer. 
Buried in Forest Park Westheimer Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. 
Find A Grave: 175729597 
Parents’ marriage: 15 Dec 1879 Tyler Co. TX. 
 
Spouse:  Edith Winter Hargis Fortenberry, 14 Feb 1899 Franklin, Simpson KY – 10 Aug 1931 
Grandfield, Tillman OK.   
Daughter of M.H. Hargis (d. 1947, buried in Greenfield OK, F: 57432848) & Annie B. Hargis (1866-
1937, F: 57426560).  
Her mother’s obituary: ““Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) 18 Feb 1937 p 1 – sudden death of Mrs. 
M.H. Hargis, age 70, pioneer of the Big Pasture, on 18 Feb 1937 after a few days with pneumonia. 
Survived by her husband, daughter Mrs. C.L. Murphy & son Morris Hargis, plus granddaughter Anna 
June [sic] Fortenberry of Houston who is age 4. Her daughter Mrs. Edith Fortenberry died after a 
short illness while visiting her parents about 3 years ago [actually 6 years earlier]. To be buried in 
Grandfield.  
Obituary: “Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) Thursday, 13 Aug 1931 p 1 – Mrs. Carl Fortenberry of 
Houston died at 9 p.m. Monday [10 Aug 1931] at the home of her parents, Mr. & Mrs. M.H. Hargis 
after being ill for a few days with ptomaine poisoning. She was born Edith Hargis & had been visiting 
here with her 4-year-old daughter Anna Jane for 2 weeks with her parents when she was stricken. 
No alarm was felt about her condition until it was too late. Her husband was not able to catch an 
airplane or train from Houston to reach her bedside & learned of her death before he left Houston. 
The funeral will be from the Hargis home on Wednesday, 12 Aug 1931 at 10 a.m. The body will be 
sent overland to Wichita Falls TX by Mohr Undertaking & will be sent at 4 p.m. that afternoon to 
Houston, where services will be held 13 Aug 1931. Edith was born 14 Feb 1899 in Franklin KY. She 
married Kirby Carl Fortenberry, then a resident of Grandfield, on 22 Feb 1922. She is survived by her 
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husband, daughter, parents Mr. & Mrs. M.H. Hargis, brother Morris Hargis (Pampa TX) & sister Mrs. 
C.L. Murphy (Greenfield OK). She graduated from the local high school and was “well known in this 
community as one of its most beautiful young ladies.”  
Also: “Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) 20 Aug 1931 p 8 – Card of Thanks, especially for the help 
of Dr. Fuqua, from K.C. Fortenberry & daughter, Mr. & Mrs. M.H. Hargis, Morris Hargis, Mr. & Mrs. 
C.L. Murphy. 
Buried in Forest Park Lawndale Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX.   
Spouse Find A Grave: 172450887 
Marriage: 25 Feb 1922 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK.  
 
“Houston Post” Friday, 3 Mar 1922 p 4 – Announcement of the marriage of Carl Fortenberry, 
formerly of Houston & Miss Edith Winter Hargis of Grand Field OK, which occurred last Saturday in 
Oklahoma City OK. The couple is at home in Grand Field [Grandfield]. Carl is the son of Mrs. A.J. 
Fortenberry of Houston & is well-known here. Graduate of Houston High School; WWI veteran. For 
a number of years, he has lived away from Houston.  
 
TX marriage license: Kirby Carl Fortenberry, age 26 & Edith Winter Hargis, age 21, both residents of 
Grandfield OK. License obtained & marriage performed 25 Feb 1922 in Oklahoma City OK. 
Witnesses: Maud Hargis & C.L. Murphy. Married by 1st Methodist Episcopal Church minister I.F. 
Roach.  
 
Spouse:  Lillian Stephens Hillebrandt Fortenberry, 13 May 1907 Carrizo, Otero NM – 4 Apr 1989 
Harris Co. TX.  
Daughter of Robert Lee Stephens & Jennie Samantha Camp. 
Presumably married ca. 1927 to Harvey Worth (“Pat”) Hillebrandt Sr. as their son Harvey Worth 
Hillebrandt Jr. was born in 1928.  
Harvey Hildebrandt St. was born 5 Sep 1905 Lafayette, Lafayette Parish LA & died 15 Jan 1947 in 
Houston, Harris TX. He is buried in Forest Park Lawndale Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX, F: 
6835450. Harvey Worth Hildebrandt Sr. was the son of Harvey Hildebrandt & Sarah Eleanor 
McCants. 
Buried in Forest Park Westheimer Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 175724649 
Marriage: 25 Aug 1937 McLennan Co. TX. 
 
Child: by his 1st wife Edith Hargis 

• Anna Jane Fortenberry Armsby Wingfield, 7 Oct 1927 Houston, Harris TX - 14 Sep 2014 
Austin, Travis TX. - TX birth record: Daughter [not named] born 7 Oct 1927 in St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, Houston TX to Kirby Carl Fortenberry, age 31, b. Silsbee TX, rice mill executive & 
Edith Hargis, age 27, b. Franklin KY, housewife. Residents of 1231 Peden, Houston TX. This 
is Edith’s 1st child, with 1 child now living. - Birth: “Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) 14 Oct 
1927 p 3 – Mrs. C.L. Murphy received the announcement of the birth of a daughter to Mr. & 
Mrs. Carl Fortenberry of Houston. Mrs. Fortenberry is the former Miss Edith Hargis, the 
sister of Mrs. C.L. Murphy. - Pictured as a co-ed student at U of Houston (“Fort Worth Star-
Telegram” 10 Dec 1945).  – Anna Jane Fortenberry married 29 Feb 1952 in Harris Co. TX to 
Charles Edward Armsby (8 Jul 1926 NC – 2008 MA, buried in Massachusetts National 
Cemetery, Bourne, Barnstable MA, F: 72775658). He was the son of Edward McClellan 
Armsby.  - 1957 Houston TX city directory: Mrs. Anna J. Armsby, account executive, 
Goodwin-Damenboun, h1014 Cleburne St. – Married in 1957 to Burnley Magruder Wingfield 
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Jr. (11 Mar 1927 -  30 Aug 1992 Harris Co. TX), with whom she gave birth to Garth Payne 
Wingfield (4 Oct 1964) & Amanda Magruder Wingfield (8 May 1967), both in Harris Co. TX. 

 
Chldren: by his 2nd wife Lillian Stephens 

• Kirby Carl Fortenberry, Jr., 25 Jul 1938 Houston, Harris TX – 22 Sep 2013 Harris Co. TX.- 
“Austin (TX) American-Spokesman” 23 Mar 1961 p 28 – On the dean’s honor list for the U of 
TX College of Business Administration, with high honors: Kirby Carl Fortenberry Jr. – 
Marriage: 17 Dec 1964 in First Christian Church, Houston, Harris TX to “Miss” Carol Lynn 
Wallace. He was age 26 & she age 23. She was the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. I.E. Henderson of 
Houston, Harris TX. - Marriage: 3 Sep 1966 to Annie Laurie Bradford in Harris Co. TX. She 
was the daughter of James Walter Bradford Jr. (1911-1983, F: 221098103) & Annie Laurie 
Gayle (1911-1992, F: 221098065) who had married in 1933. Kirby Jr. & Annie Laura divorced 
18 Jun 1996 in Houston, Harris TX. Marriage: “Brazosport Facts” 13 Jul 1966 p 9 – photo – 
Miss Annie Laura Bradford engaged to Kirby Carl Fortenberry Jr. She is the daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. James Walter Bradford Sr.; he is the son of Mrs. K.C. Fortenberry Sr. of Bellaire. 
Wedding to take place 3 Sep 1966 in 1st Methodist Church, Angleton. – Marriage: wife’s 
name was Shirley when he died in 2013. He married Shirley - On Find A Grave record, lists 
deceased parents as Kirby & Lillian Fortenberry. Survived by brother Clyde Fortenberry & 
stepbrother Worth Hillebrandt, also son, daughter, 2 stepsons with surname Cutshall, 
sister Anna Wingfield. Graduate of San Jacinto High School; All-City center (football) in 
1955. Attended U of Houston; graduate of U of TX with a BBA honors. Was a CPA with Arthur 
Young Co. Started Sunnys Convenience Stores with a partner; was its vice 
president/treasurer. President & owner Flexmaster USA until retired in 1999 to Chappell Hill 
TX where he built & flew remote-control airplanes.  Was cremated; no burial location given. 
F: 135814523 

• Clyde Edward Fortenberry, 1 Aug 1941 Houston, Harris TX – 15 Jun 2012 Travis Co. TX. -  
Graduate Bellaire High School 1953; lettered in football. Received an athletic scholarship 
to Fort Lewis College in Durango CO. Earned a BBA from U of Houston in 1965. Served in TX 
National Guard & US Army Reserves. Career of over 30 years in group health insurance & 
administration. President of his business, CAPSCO, in Austin, which he sold in 1993. Then 
formed Bent Tree Management Corp. in Houston; owned & operated a commercial 
shopping center. Member Son of the American Revolution. Preceded in death by his 
parents, brother H.W. Hillebrandt Jr. & sons Blake & Lee Fortenberry. Survived by wife 
Sandy, brother Kirby Carl Fortenberry Jr. (his wife Shirley) of Chappell Hill TX & sister [half-
sister] Anna Wingfield of Houston. – Clyde married Katheryn Elizabeth Hackel (1943 FL-
2004 TX, buried in Hillcrest Cemetery, Marlin, Falls TX, F: 10912537) on 9 Apr 1966 in Harris 
Co. TX. She was the daughter of Leroy Richard Hackel & Lola Belle (Maxie) Maxwell. Clyde & 
Katheryn divorced 25 Sep 1992 in Harris Co. TX. - Husband of Sandra (Sandy) Kay Nielsen 
Browning (born 12 Mar 1951) whom he married 14 Aug 1993 in Travis Co. TX. She was the 
daughter of Homer Ellis Nielsen (12 Jul 1918-15 Sep 2007, F: 21642196) & Ruth McIntire 
(1914-1990, F: 41578769). Sandra Nielsen had married Clint Rayburn Browning, son of C.R. 
Browning, on 27 Dec 1969 in Southside Church of Christ, Austin, Travis TX. - Although Clyde 
& Sandra are listed as divorcing on 9 Jul 1996 in Harris Co. TX, Sandy is listed as his 
surviving widow. -  Buried in Cook-Walden Capital Parks Cemetery & Mausoleum, 
Pflugerville, Travis TX.  F: 167153767 
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Stepson: 
• Harvey Worth Hillebrandt Jr., 15 Nov 1928 Houston, Harris TX – 15 Apr 1981 Houston, Harris 

TX. - Age 11 in 1940 census where he is listed as Harvey W. Fortenberry.  – Known as Worth. 
- Listed as brother of Clyde Edward Fortenberry in his Find A Grave obituary.  – On 14 Oct 
1950, Harvey Jr. married Mary Jean Shotwell in Harris Co. TX.  Mary Jean (1 Sep 1931-8 Sep 
2011 Lufkin, Angelina TX, buried in IOOF Lufkin Cemetery, Lufkin, Angelina TX, F: 76604341) 
was the daughter of Thomas Jean Shotwell & Mary Emma Garvice Stuart. She married 
James Travis Maroney Jr. (1924-1982) on 30 Apr 1942 & then Carl Bennie Basey Jr. (1928-
2015, F: 141513793) on 1 Sep 1983. She is, however, buried as Mary Jean Maroney. - 
Married in Harris Co. TX on 21 Nov 1958 to Mary Maurean/Maureen Greene (1934-2009, 
buried in Prairie Lea Cemetery, Brenham, Washington Co. TX, F: 44522461). Mary was the 
daughter of Horace William Greene (1908-1994, F: 60817910) & Alma Caroline Snellgrove 
(1877-1960, F: 51843784). Buried in Forest Park Westheimer Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. 
F: 111256489 

 
Siblings: Kirby was the youngest child & only surviving son. 

• Edith Lucille Fortenberry Myer, 18 Feb 1877 Tyler Co. TX – 21 Nov 1917 Houston, Harris TX. - 
Wife of Clayton Pittenger Myer (1869-1929, F: 94277420), whom she married 17 Nov 1894 in 
Tyler Co. TX. Widowed, he married Mabel Francis Windham (1898-1978) in 1918.  - 
Obituary: “Houston Post” 22 Nov 1917 p 9 – The funeral of Mrs. Edith L. Myer will be held 22 
Nov 1917 at the home of her mother, Mrs. Amanda Kirby Fortenberry, 2218 Smith St., where 
Edith died early Wednesday [21 Nov 1917]. Interment in Glenwood Cemetery. Survived by 
her husband & 3 children: Cecil David Myer (in Co. I, 19th Infantry, Army, at Goose Creek), 
Miss Fayme Myer [student at the State Normal School in Denton] & Clyde Myer. Edith is 
survived by her mother, her sister Mrs. W.P. Mayo & her brother Kirby Carl Fortenberry. – 
Edith died of osteosarcoma (bone cancer). - Buried in Glenwood Cemetery, Houston, Harris 
TX.F: 94277421 

• Henry Clyde (“Broad”) Fortenberry, 20 Sep 1880 Peach Tree Village, Tyler TX – 29 May 1900 
College Station, Brazos TX. - Birth & death dates & places are inscribed on his tombstone, 
along with “son of Mr. & Mrs. W.W. Fortenberry.” – Died as a freshman while a cadet at 
Texas Agricultural & Mechanical College (now Texas A&M University), in the college 
infirmary. -Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Chester, Tyler TX where his father is buried. F: 
44056690 

• Bessie Fortenberry Mayo, 13 Dec 1882 Peach Tree Village, Tyler TX – 4 Apr 1961 Houston, 
Harris TX. - Wife of William Perry Mayo Sr. (1876-1964, F: 175728243) whom she married 21 
Aug 1902 in Houston, Harris TX. - Buried in Forest Park Westheimer Cemetery, Houston, 
Harris TX. F: 175728866 

• Lelia Adele Fortenberry Bailey, 4 Jul 1885 Tyler Co. TX (in 1900 census) – 1 Sep 1917 
Houston, Harris TX.  – Wife of Edmond Hestor Bailey (1863-6 May 1917, F: 149113420). - 
Marriage: “Houston Post” 12 Jul 1910 p 10 – most were completely surprised by the 
wedding that occurred at the home of W.W. Fortenberry, when Miss Lelia Fortenberry 
married Edward H. Bailey on 11 Jul 1910. Only immediate family attended. The ceremony 
was performed by Rev. William States Jacobs. The couple will be at home in the Baltimore 
Apartments. - Obituary: “Houston Post” 2 Sep 1917 p 15 – Mrs. Lelia F. Bailey died after a 
brief illness; widow of the late Edmund H. Bailey. She died 1 Sep 1917 at 8 a.m. at the home 
of her mother, Mrs. Amanda J. Fortenberry, 2218 Smith St. She was well-known & popular in 
Houston. Born in Tyler Co. TX, in the old family home in Peach Tree Village. Survived by son 
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Carden Bailey, 2 sisters: Mrs. Clayton P. Myer & Mrs. Perry Mayo, brother Carl Fortenberry & 
her mother. Funeral 2 Sep 1917 in the afternoon from the family home, with interment in 
Glenwood Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX.  – Although her obituary states that Lelia died 
from a brief illness, age 32, her TX death certificate lists the cause of death as “gas 
asphyxiation.” The signer did not add if it was accidental, suicide or homicide. Her husband 
had died earlier in the year (May 1917) & her sister Edith died 2 months after Lelia. – Lelia’s 
son Frank Carden Bailey (1911-1997), known as “Carden Bailey,” was an artist & TV set 
decorator. -   Buried in Glenwood Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX.  F: 238397582 

• Lillie Webbie Fortenberry, 1892 – 1899 TX. - Buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, Chester, Tyler 
TX where her father is buried. Tombstone inscribed: daughter of W.W. & A.J. Fortenberry. F: 
44056690 

 
Pre-war: 
 
“Houston Post” 20 Sep 1910 p 11 – Mr. & Mrs. W.W. Fortenberry & son Carl left Sunday for 
Brownsville TX where they will live in the future. Mr. & Mrs. E.H. Bailey [their daughter Lelia & 
husband] will spend the winter in the Fortenberry house at 2218 Brazos St. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Houston Post” 5 Mar 1918 p 7 – Kirby Fortenberry of Houston was with John C. McGregor of 
Houston when the Tuscania sunk. Both were in the same regiment – 20th Engineers – and both 
enlisted in Houston. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) 7 Jul 1922 p 1 – Carl Fortenberry went to Mexia TX last week to 
help his partner J.T. McCarthy in a store the 2 men own there. On Thursday morning Mrs. 
Fortenberry got a letter from Carl that their bookkeeper, Mr. Smith, had been found dead in an El 
Paso hotel on 4 Jul. Smith was a former Grandfield resident & worked in Grandfield. He left for 
Mexia last week saying he was going to visit the bedside of his sick brother in Galveston, but wen to 
El Paso instead. 
 
“Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) 16 Oct 1930 p 2 – Maud Hargis Murphy, class of 1916, is 
spending the winter in San Antonio with her husband. They found Santa Fe NM to be too cold. Her 
sister, Mrs. Edith Hargis Fortenberry, class of 1918, lives in Houston. 
 
“Big Pasture News” (Grandfield OK) Thursday 12 Mar 1931 p 8 – Mrs. Carl Fortenberry & daughter 
left Saturday for their home in Houston. They were guests in the M.H. Hargis & C.L. Murphy homes 
for the past month.  
 
Obituary: 
 
TX death record: Kirby C. Fortenberry, died of cardiac insufficiency with arteriosclerotic heart 
disease, both over 6 months. Died in Harmon Hospital, Houston, Harris TX on 3 Jul 1963. Born 23 
Jan 1896 in Silsbee TX. WWI veteran. Residence: 9127 Timberside, Houston TX. Lived in Houston 61 
years. Married. President of rice mill.  
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Social Security Number: 460-05-3330 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 5, Hardin Co. TX  - conducted 25 Jun 1900 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4118495_01207?pId=61651851 
J.W. Fortenberry, 42 MS, Jun 1857, mother b. MS, no entry for father, married 20 years, contractor 
Amanda J., 42 TX, Aug 1857, mother b. MS, no entry for father, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Bessie, 17 TX, Dec 1882 
Lelia, 14 TX, Jul 1885 
Carl, 4 TX, Jan 1896 [i.e. Kirby Carl] 
 
1910 Houston, Harris TX – 2218 Smith St. – conducted 20 Apr 1910 
William W. Fortenberry, 57 MS, parents b. MS, in 1st marriage, married 30 years, agent, real estate 
Amanda J., 51 TX, parents b. MS, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Leila, 23 TX, single 
Carl K., 14 TX [i.e. Kirby Carl] 
 
1920 Houston, Harris TX – 2218 Smith St. – conducted 6 Jan 1920 
Amanda FORTENBURY or Fortenberry, 61 TX, widow, parents b. MS  
Carl Fortenbury, 33 TX, single, parents b. MS, stenographer, railroad [son] 
Bessie Mayo, 37 TX, parents b. MS, married [daughter] 
Wilkin Mayo, 16 TX, parents b. TX [grandson] 
Loradele Mayo, 14 TX, parents b. TX [granddaughter] 
William Perry Mayo, 3 years 3 months TX, parents b. TX [grandson] 
Carden Bailey, 3 TX [grandson – his mother, Amanda’s daughter Lelia, had died 1 Sep 1917; his 
father had died 6 May 1917] 
Gurter/Gurter Miller, 25 LA, parents b. LA, female, single, stenographer, lumber company [boarder] 
Jessie Miller, 23 LA, parents b. LA, female, stenographer, lumber company [boarder] 
 
1930 Houston, Harris TX – 2166 Temple Dr. – conducted 5 Apr 1930 
Kirby C. Fortenberry, 33 TX, parents b. TX, age 25 at 1st marriage, secretary-treasurer, Richard Rice 
Co., WWI veteran 
Edith, 30 TX, parents b. TX, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Anna Jane, 2 TX 
 
1940 Houston, Harris TX – 3406 Wichita St. – same house in 1935 – conducted 2 Apr 1940 
Kirby C. Fortenberry, 45 TX, president & general manager, wholesale rice mill 
Lillian, 32 TX [his 2nd iwfe] 
Anna Jane, 12 TX [daughter by Edith] 
Harvey W., 11 TX [although listed with surname Fortenberry, appears to be Harvey Worth 
Hillebrandt, Jr. – from Lillian’s earlier marriage] 
Kirby C., Jr., 1 TX [son by Lillian] 
& mother-in-law Jennie Wilson, 52 AR, widow, same place in 1935 
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1950 Houston, Harris TX – 3406 Wichita St. – conducted 6 Apr 1950 
Kirby Fortenberry, 53 TX, president, rice mill company 
Lillian Fortenberry, 42 NM [wife] 
Harvey Hildebrandt, 21 TX, salesman, wholesale drug company [stepson] 
Clyde Fortenberry, 8 TX [son – since the surname Fortenberry was not written in the space, Clyde is 
indexed as Clyde Hildebrandt] 
Carbye, 11 TX [[son – since the surname Fortenberry was not written in the space, Clyde is indexed 
as Clyde Hildebrandt – this is Kirby Jr.] 
& mother-in-law Jennie Wilson, 62 TX, widow 
 


