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TUSCANIA 

   
           

Forbes, Claude Henry 
1898 WI – 1969 WI 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-79JV-
C?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPRH-

PV85&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/686858 

 

 

 Portage WI 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/686858
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“Kenosha (WI) News” 11 Mar 1969 p 8 

 
 

 
“Kenosha News” 12 Mar 1969 p 39 
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From his WWI draft card in 1917 – did not register on national registration day of 5 Jun 1917 

but on 12 Jun 1917 – “Claims went to register 6/5 – polls too crowded – Learned 6/11 had 
not registered – had Police look him up / Dawes” [Alfred R. Dawes, Board of Registration] 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005251470_02754?pId
=19492370 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/686858?tid=114853274&pid

=260145786379&queryId=9920383f-3b33-4ba7-9f28-
b2709f94ee06&_phsrc=iKj1351&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/686858?tid=114853274&pid=260145786379&queryId=9920383f-3b33-4ba7-9f28-b2709f94ee06&_phsrc=iKj1351&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/686858?tid=114853274&pid=260145786379&queryId=9920383f-3b33-4ba7-9f28-b2709f94ee06&_phsrc=iKj1351&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/686858?tid=114853274&pid=260145786379&queryId=9920383f-3b33-4ba7-9f28-b2709f94ee06&_phsrc=iKj1351&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35120064 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/415226 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35120064
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/415226
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19887079 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19887079
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Life: 
 

 

 
Madison WI 
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“Kenosha News” Saturday 2 Dec 1916 p 3 – his grandfather James Clark Forbes served in 
the Civil War & his letter to his wife Betsey was given to Claude while he was in service in 

1916 
 

 

Excerpts -  Madison WI 
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Madison WI 

 

 
Claude was far from delinquent in reporting for his Army exam – he had enlisted 15 Jul 1917 

& was a few days away from sailing on the Tuscania -  
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“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Tuesday 3 Sep 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Kenosha News” 2 Jun 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha News” Thursday 13 Jun 1929 p 7 
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List continues –  
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Although Claude wins the primary as the Progressive candidate for Kenosha County 

coroner, he comes in 3rd in the 3-man race in the Nov 1936 election - “Kenosha News” 
Wednesday 23 Sep 1936 p 7 

 

 
Racine WI 
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Left: “Kenosha News” 19 Dec 1936 p 7 – right: “Kenosha News” 5 Jun 1940 p 19 
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Wife Elsie Wilhelmina Sell 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/1622859?tid=114853274&pi
d=260145786380&ssrc=pt 

 

 
Burlington WI 
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Burlington WI 
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Children: 
 

 Marshfield WI 
 

Son Clifford Claude Forbes (1921-1995) 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/513244?tid=114853274&pi

d=260145801143&queryId=9c060fed-ef7b-4ee9-bf87-
9e8a3f6fc266&_phsrc=iKj1383&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 Burlington WI 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/513244?tid=114853274&pid=260145801143&queryId=9c060fed-ef7b-4ee9-bf87-9e8a3f6fc266&_phsrc=iKj1383&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/513244?tid=114853274&pid=260145801143&queryId=9c060fed-ef7b-4ee9-bf87-9e8a3f6fc266&_phsrc=iKj1383&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/513244?tid=114853274&pid=260145801143&queryId=9c060fed-ef7b-4ee9-bf87-9e8a3f6fc266&_phsrc=iKj1383&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/114853274/person/260145801143/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/114853274/person/260145801143/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114853274/person/260145801143/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114853274/person/260145801143/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114853274/person/260145801143/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114853274/person/260145801143/facts
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Son Arthur Henry Forbes (1924-1980) –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/1455742521  

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/114853274/person/260139689306/facts  
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/1455742521
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114853274/person/260139689306/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114853274/person/260139689306/facts
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Parents 
 

 

 
“Kenosha News” Thurs day 4 Feb 1943 p 4 – the article says Fred & Anna (Zinke) Forbes 
have 6 children & then lists 7: Viola, Florence, Claude, Fabian, Walter, Wilford & Frank. 

Claude’s son Clifford C. Forbes cannot attend the celebration because he is pilot training 
in Morris MN. 
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Kenosha WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3521550 
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 Portage WI 
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Oshkosh WI 
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Mother: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4997/records/578818 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3169993?tid=114853274&p
id=260145801141&queryId=9eb80e7d-2e9d-4b26-8e53-

bc2ed906896f&_phsrc=iKj1345&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4997/records/578818
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1719157 
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Claude’s sister Viola Forbes Keitel finds her mother Anna & brother Frank unconscious -  

“Kenosha News” Monday 16 Dec 1946 p 1 
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Siblings: 
 

WWI draft 
registration of brother Frank Frederick Forbes (1896-1975) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/219492371 
 

 
Portage WI 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/689237?tid=114853274&pid

=260199705310&queryId=8d0b6cd7-bd9a-463c-a6ff-
507fafcbdfa3&_phsrc=iKj1348&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/219492371
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/689237?tid=114853274&pid=260199705310&queryId=8d0b6cd7-bd9a-463c-a6ff-507fafcbdfa3&_phsrc=iKj1348&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/689237?tid=114853274&pid=260199705310&queryId=8d0b6cd7-bd9a-463c-a6ff-507fafcbdfa3&_phsrc=iKj1348&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/689237?tid=114853274&pid=260199705310&queryId=8d0b6cd7-bd9a-463c-a6ff-507fafcbdfa3&_phsrc=iKj1348&_phstart=successSource


46 
 

 

 
WWII draft registration - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/11076258 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/11076258
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Frank’s middle initial is F instead of R - 

 Kenosha WI 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8790/records/497100 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8790/records/497100
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Sister Viola Betsy Forbes Keitel (1899-1974) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/183595?tid=114853274&pi
d=260199705311&queryId=40284a0e-2b55-41f3-933e-

17e6738c3e80&_phsrc=iKj1355&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/183595?tid=114853274&pid=260199705311&queryId=40284a0e-2b55-41f3-933e-17e6738c3e80&_phsrc=iKj1355&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/183595?tid=114853274&pid=260199705311&queryId=40284a0e-2b55-41f3-933e-17e6738c3e80&_phsrc=iKj1355&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/183595?tid=114853274&pid=260199705311&queryId=40284a0e-2b55-41f3-933e-17e6738c3e80&_phsrc=iKj1355&_phstart=successSource
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 Kenosha WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/202600 
 

 

 
Brother Fabian Josire Forbes (1901-1985) – Find A Grave 188760711 
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Kenosha WI 
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 Kenosha WI 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1230412?tid=114853274&p

id=260199705312&queryId=7036bc9e-ba3c-41c2-ae6c-
3a90f23e7f0d&_phsrc=iKj1358&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1230412?tid=114853274&pid=260199705312&queryId=7036bc9e-ba3c-41c2-ae6c-3a90f23e7f0d&_phsrc=iKj1358&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1230412?tid=114853274&pid=260199705312&queryId=7036bc9e-ba3c-41c2-ae6c-3a90f23e7f0d&_phsrc=iKj1358&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1230412?tid=114853274&pid=260199705312&queryId=7036bc9e-ba3c-41c2-ae6c-3a90f23e7f0d&_phsrc=iKj1358&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/198845481 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/198845481
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Brother Walter Gilson Forbes (1903-1997) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/150966878 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/155874534 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/150966878
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/155874534
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1471951?tid=114853274&p
id=260199705313&queryId=0efd994b-e8c4-4021-88fd-

ba2408df0629&_phsrc=iKj1361&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1097159 

 

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1097159
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/6627482?tid=114853274&pi
d=260199708406&queryId=daca0249-cbc1-49fc-bb88-

dada8bf85caf&_phsrc=iKj1367&_phstart=successSource 
Brother Wilfred James Forbes (1906-1970) 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35123608 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/693054 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/693054
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/883056 
 

 

 Macon MO 
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    Pasco WA -                            
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Husband of sister Florence Elizabeth Forbes Smith (1908-1974) - “Kenosha News” 5 Feb 1975 
p 15 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/729882?tid=114853274&pi
d=260199708408&queryId=5b65f6b4-548e-4903-907c-
8955d5587434&_phsrc=iKj1370&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91130820 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/236359 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/236359
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Claude Henry Forbes 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Eng. - private 
Serial number: 251,699 
Entered service from: Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Claude H. Forbes 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father F.J. Forbes, 270 Wisconsin Ave., Kenosha WI  
Returned from war on:  "Haverford" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Claude H. Forbes 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Fred J. Forbes, #1 Park Court, Kenosha WI (PFC, 
107th Engineer Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Claud Henry Forbes – b. 23 Apr 1896 Portage WI; res: 674 
Pleasant, Kenosha WI. Single. American Brass Co., Kenosha WI. Private in Infantry, 2 years, Co. G., 
1st Wisconsin National Guards. Claims exemption from draft: “still enlisted” – tall, medium build. 
[He did not register on national registration day of 5 Jun 1917 but on 12 Jun 1917 – “Claims 
went to register 6/5 – polls too crowded – Learned 6/11 had not registered – had Police look 
him up / Dawes”  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 7028 - 36th Ave., Kenosha WI (1939 NTSA 
& 1955 WI Survivors)  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Claude Henry Forbes - b. 23 Apr 1896 Portage WI; res: 
7028 – 36th Ave., Kenosha, Kenosha WI. NOK Mrs. C.H. Forbes, same address. Employed at 
Forbes Electrical Contractor, 724 – 58th St., Kenosha, Kenosha WI. “Little finger on right 
hand missing at first knuckle” – Height: 5’ 11 ½” – weight: 200 lbs. Card signed C.H. 
Forbes. Registered 14 Feb 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: reports birthdate of 23 Apr 1897 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 27 May 1919 
Address  6th & Florence Ave., Kenosha WI 
Rank/unit: private, 107th Engineers Tr Cp 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 23 Apr 1898 Portage, Columbia WI (WI Births & Social Security: 23 Apr 1898 – WWI & 
WWII registrations: 23 Apr 1896)  
Died: 10 Mar 1969 Kenosha, Kenosha WI (Memorial Hospital)  
Find A Grave record: 288506761   
Burial location: Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Cemetery: Sunset Ridge Memorial Park 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  Frederick Josiah Forbes, 1 Dec 1871 Poynette, Columbia WI – 21 Sep 1946 Bristol, Kenosha 
WI.  
Son of James Clark Forbes (1831 NY – 1890 WI, F: 19588320, served in the Civil War 14 Feb 1865-23 
Aug 1863) & Betsy Matilda Eells (Ells/Eels) (1835 NY – 1917 WI, F: 19588355).  
Sometimes he is referred to as Frank Sr.  
His mother Betsy’s obituary appears in the “Portage (WI) Daly Register” 28 Apr 1917 p 2; she had 
lived with son Fred J. Forbes for the 5 years prior to her death.  
Obituary: “Kenosha News” 23 Sep 1946 p 7 – Frederick J. Forbes, 72, “widely known retired 
electrician and business leader,” d. Saturday night [21 Sep 1946] at his residence at Route 1, Box 
111, Bristol WI after a prolonged illness. Born Poynette WI 1 Dec 1871, to the late James & Betsy 
(Ells) Forbes. Moved to Portage early in his youth & lived there until 1903. Later lived in Viroqua & 
Madison. In 1917 moved to Kenosha & became partners with his brother, the late Henry Forbes, in 
Grey Electric Co. In 1928 he established Forbes Electric Co. with his son Claude as partner; retired 
1936. Married Miss Anna S. Zinke 8 Feb 1893. Member Modern Woodmen of America, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Kenosha Electrical Contractors’ Association. Survived by his 
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widow Anna, 2 daughters: Mrs. Arthur Keitel & Mrs. Frank Smith, both of Kenosha & 5 sons: Frank 
Forbes (Bristol WI) & Claude, Fabian, Walter & Wilfred Forbes of Kenosha, plus brother Sam 
Forbes. Was preceded in death by 5 sisters & brothers. – Funeral: “Kenosha News “23 Sep 1946 p 
12 – Funeral of Frederick J. Forbes, Route 1, Bristol, held on 24 Sep 1946 at Mischler’s funeral 
home, with interment in Sunset Ridge. 
Frederick is buried in Sunset Ridge Memorial Park, Kenosha, Kenosha WI but not on Find A Grave as 
of 31 Oct 2025.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Anna Sophia Elizabeth (Hannah) Zinke Forbes, 22 Sep 1874 Portage, Columbia WI – 28 Apr 
1957 Portage, Columbia WI. 
Daughter of Franz A. (Frank) Zinke & Bertha Roeder.  
Buried in Sunset Ridge Memorial Park, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Find A Grave: 155450822  
Parents’ marriage: 8 Feb 1893 Columbia Co. WI. They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
 
Spouse:  Elsie Wilhelmina Sell Forbes, 8 Oct 1893 Stuttgart, Baden-Württemburg, Germany - 11 
May 1974 Tiquesta, Palm Beach Co. FL.  
Daughter of Herman Fridrich Wilhelm Sell (1861-1937, F: 78689012) & Augusta J. Fanke or Kahn 
(1856-1931, F: 78688928). Her mother’s obituary (which only refers to her as Mrs. Herman Sell) 
appears in the “Kenosha Evening News” 19 Jun 1931 p 21 – Mrs. Herman Sell d. early Friday; born in 
Germany almost 74 years ago. Came to the US in 1900 & lived in or near Salem WI since. Survived 
by husband, 4 daughters: Hazel (Mrs. Frank) Kessler, Elsie (Mrs. Claude) Forbes, Miss Rose Sell & 
Helen (Mrs. Lloyd) Vandenberg) & sons Frank & Paul Sell of Chicago.  
Obituary: “Kenosha News” 13 May 1974 p 9 – Mrs. Elsie W. Forbes, formerly of Kenosha WI, d. 11 
May 1974 at the home of her son in Tiquesta FL after a short illness. Born in Germany to the late Mr. 
& Mrs. Herman Sell. As a girl she came with her parents to Salem WI & later moved to Kenosha. She 
has lived in FL since 16 Dec 1973. She was married 17 Jan 1921 to Claude H. Forbes, who d. 10 Mar 
1969. Survived by 2 sons: Clifford Claude Forbes (Tiquesta FL) & Arthur G. Forbes (Lincolnwood IL).  
Burial details unknown. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  57496647 
Marriage: 17 Jan 1921 
 
Children: 

• Clifford Claude Forbes, 10 Nov 1921 Kenosha, Kenosha WI - 4 Jan 1995 Martin Co. FL. - 
Birth: “Burlington (WI) Free Press” Thursday, 17 Nov 1921 p 8 – the son of Mr. & Mrs. Claude 
Forbes (nee Elsie Sell) was born in the Kenosha Hospital on Thursday last week. - Marriage: 
“Kenosha Evening News” 15 Jul 1944 p 3 – Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kronfuss of Medford WI 
announce the marriage of their daughter, Bernice Ann Kronfuss, to Clifford Claude Forbes, 
son of Mr. & Mrs. Claude H. Forbes, 7028 – 36th Ave., Kenosha on Saturday, 8 Jul 1944 in St. 
Ann’s Catholic Church, NY, at 3:30 p.m. by Monsignor John O’Brine. Bernice is a graduate 
of Medford High School & Holy Cross Girls’ Seminary at Merrill WI & of a beauty operators 
school in Milwaukee. Clifford is stationed in NY at the electrical engineers’ Army 
specialized training school. He graduated from Kenosha High School & studied at the U of 
WI for 2 years before enlisting. - Obituary: “Kenosha (WI) News” 21 Jul 1995 p 4 – Clifford C. 
Forbes, 73, formerly of Kenosha WI, late of Jupiter FL, d. at his home 4 Jan 1995. Son of the 
late Claude & Elsie (Sell) Forbes. Born 10 Nov 1921 Kenosha WI. Attended local schools; 
graduated from U of WI, Madison, with degree in electrical engineering. Served in US Army 
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Air Corps & Army Corps of Engineers in WWII. Moved to FL in 1973; had previously owned & 
operated Sheridan Lanes for 20 years. VFW member in Kenosha & Fl. Wife Bea Kronfuss 
Forbes d. 27 Jul 1986. – Husband of Bernice Ann (Bea) Kronfuss (1922-1986, F: 194005008) 
whom he married 8 Jul 1944 in St. Ann’s Church, NYC, NY. – Buried in Sunset Ridge 
Memorial Park, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 194005009 

• Arthur Henry (“Buzz”) Forbes, 27 Jul 1924 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 9 Dec 1980 Skokie, Cook 
IL. - Birth: “Kenosha Evening News” 8 Aug 1924 p 3 – A son, Arthur Henry, born to Mr. & Mrs. 
Chas. Forbes (nee Elsie Sell) on Sunday, 27 Jul 1924 in Kenosha Hospital. - Birthday: 
“Kenosha News” 27 Jul 1928 p 4 – Arthur Henry Forbes of 7028 – 36th Ave. celebrated his 4th 
birthday. – Married Margot Mary (Margo/Peggy) Burke (1927-2021, F: 233690944) at Queen 
of All Saints Church, Chicago, Cook IL on 23 Aug 1947; both were students at Marquette 
University. - Marriage: “Kenosha News” 25 Aug 1947 p 4 – At Queen of All Saints Church in 
Chicago IL were married Miss Margot Mary Burke of Chicago & Arthur Henry Forbes, son of 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Forbes, 7028 – 36th Ave., Kenosha, on Saturday, 23 Aug 1947 at 11 a.m. 
Margot is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. James Burke, 6463 N. Leoti Ave., Chicago. She & Arthur 
are students at Marquette University & will resume their studies. One of the 3 bridesmaids 
was sister-in-law Mrs. Clifford Forbes of Kenosha, while Arthur’s brother Clifford was the 
best man. A breakfast at the Edgewater Beach Hotel followed at 1:30 p.m. with a dinner & 
reception for 150 guests at 7 p.m. at Chesterfield Country Club. After a 2-weeks trip to 
Niagara Falls, the couple will be at home in Milwaukee WI.  Obituary: “Kenosha News” 
Friday, 12 Dec 1980 p 8 – Arthur H. (“Buzz”) Forbes, age 56, formerly of Kenosha WI, late of 
Lincolnwood IL, died Tuesday, 9 Dec 1980 at Skokie Valley Hospital, Skokie IL. Born Jul 
1924 to the late Claude & Elsie (Sell) Forbes. His father was the former owner of Forbes 
Electric Co., Kenosha. In Army in WWII. Member American Legion Post 1226 in Lincolnwood 
IL. Survived by wife Margo (Burk), 5 daughters, 1 son & brother Clifford Forbes of FL. - Buried 
in All Saints Catholic Cemetery & Mausoleum, Des Plaines, Cook IL. F: 208283288 

 
Siblings: Claude was the 2nd child. 

• Frank Frederick Forbes, 11 Aug 1896 Portage, Columbia WI – 9 Jul 1975 Baraboo, Sauk WI.  - 
Sometimes this Frank’s father is referred to as Frank Sr. - Obituary: “Kenosha News” 9 Jul 
1975 p 23 – funeral of Frank F. Forbes of Wisconsin Dells WI, who d. 9 Jul 1975, will be 11 Jul 
1975 at Bruch Funeral Home with interment at Sunset Ridge Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha 
WI. - “Kenosha News” 9 Jul 1975 p 17 – Frank R. [sic] Forbes, 78, of 300 Race St., Wisconsin 
Dells WI, formerly of Kenosha, d. at St. Clarire [Clare] Hospital in Baraboo WI after a lengthy 
illness. Born Portage WI 11 Aug 1896 to the late Mr. & Mrs. Fredrick Forbes. Educated in 
Portage schools. From 1916-1947 resident of Kenosha, then moved to Wisconsin Dells. 
Was an electrician with Forbes Electric Co. of Kenosha for many years; since 1947 farmed 
at Wisconsin Dells. Survived by 2 brothers: Fabian Forbes (Bristol WI) & Walter Forbes 
(Kenosha). Preceded in death by 2 brothers (Claude & Wilford Forbes) & 2 sisters: Mrs. Vila 
Viola Keitel & Mrs. Florence Smith. - Not on Find A Grave as of 31 Oct 2025. 

• Viola Betsy Forbes Keitel, 8 Nov 1899 Portage, Columbia WI [except birth published in 7 Nov 
1899 newspaper as occurring that day, an impossibility if she were born on 8 Nov) – 20 Jan 
1974 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. - Wife of Arthur Keitel (1898-1976, F: 179909940) whom she 
married 5 Oct 1918 in Kenosha, Kenosha WI. - Obituary: “Kenosha News” 21 Jan 1974 p 10 
– Mrs. Arthur (Viola) Keitel, age 74, of Washington Manor, died in Kenosha Memorial 
Hospital on 20 Jan 1947. Born Portage WI 8 Nov 1899 to the late Mr. & Mrs. Frederick 
Forbes. Moved to Kenosha as a child. Married Arthur Keitel on 5 Oct 1918. Survived by 
husband, 2 sons, 3 brothers: Frank Forbes (Wisconsin Dells WI) & Fabian & Walter Forbes 
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(both Kenosha) & sister Mrs. Frank Smith of Kenosha. Preceded in death by son Robert 
Keitel (d. 1972) & brothers Wilfred & Claude Forbes. - Buried in Sunset Ridge Memorial Park, 
Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 179909941 

• Fabian Josire Forbes, 3 Dec 1901 Portage, Columbia WI – 25 Feb 1985 Kenosha, Kenosha 
WI. - Husband of Ethel Elinore Cober (1903-1959, F: 188760712) whom he married 29 May 
1924 in Waukegan, Lake IL. - Obituary: “Kenosha News” 26 Feb 1985 p 5 – Fabian J. Forbes, 
83, 7735 – 128th Ave., Bristol WI, d. 25 Feb 1985 Kenosha Memorial Hospital. Son of the late 
Frederick & Anna (Zinke) Forbes. Born 3 Dec 1901 Portage WI; went to school in Portage, 
then went to Madison WI, then to Kenosha in 1916. Married 29 May 1924 in Waukegan IL to 
Ethel Cober; she d. 2 Sep 1959. Past president Electrical Workers Union Local 121 & United 
Steel Workers Local 9322. Union member for 53 years. Former employee of Arco Metals Co. 
(Anaconda American Brass). Survived by a daughter & brother Walter Forbes of Kenosha. 
Preceded in death by his wife, son Frederick, 3 brothers: Fred, Claude & Wilford Forbes & 2 
sisters: Mrs. Viola Keitel & Mrs. Florence Smith. - Buried in Sunset Ridge Memorial Park, 
Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 188760711 

• Walter Gilson Forbes, 7 Oct 1903 Portage, Columbia WI – 19 Jan 1997 Elkhorn, Walworth 
WI. –- Obituary: “Kenosha News” 21 Jan 1997 p 13 – Walter G. Forbes, 93, formerly of 
Kenosha, a resident of Lakeland Nursing Home in Elkhorn WI, died there on 19 Jan 1997. 
Born 7 Oct 1903 Portage WI, son of Frederick & Anna (Zinke) Forbes. He moved to Kenosha 
as a child & attended local schools. Married Hazel Marie Jensen 2 May 1925. Driver for 
National Cylinder Gas Co. until he retired in 1966. Survived by his son & daughter. Preceded 
in death by his wife Hazel, 4 brothers: Frank, Claude, Wilford, Fabian Forbes & 2 sisters: 
Viola Keitel & Florence Smith. - Buried with wife Hazel Marie Jensen Forbes (1905-1993, F: 
194005010). - Buried in Sunset Ridge Memorial Park, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 194005011 

• Wilford/Wilfred James Forbes, 1 Mar 1906 Portage, Columbia WI – 1 Dec 1970 Richland, 
Benton WA. – Appears as Wilfred James on his WI birth record & as Wilfred on his WA death 
certificate. - “Kenosha News” 27 Apr 1938 p 4 – 22 men, members of the Home Builders’ 
Sunday School class of the Christian Church were guests at the victory dinner served by the 
contest losers, the women in the class. The group also celebrated the wedding anniversary 
of Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred Forbes. - Marriage license: “Kenosha News” 20 Apr 1935 p 4 – 
marriage license, Wilfred James Forbes, 602 – 66th St. & Miss Mary Jochims, 2503 – 60th St., 
wedding on 26 Apr 1935. - Wedding: “Kenosha News” 27 Apr 1935 p 4 – Mary Jochims, 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ewald Jochims, 2503 – 60th St., was married on 26 Apr 1935 at her 
home, to Wilfred James Forbes, son of Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Forbes Sr., 602 – 66th St. by the 
First Christian Church pastor. Immediate relatives & friends attended. The best man was 
the groom’s brother, Fabian Forbes. A buffet supper was served to 35 guests. The couple 
will live at 5912 Sheridan Rd., She is a 1932 Kenosha High School graduate; Wilfred is 
employed at Forbes Electric Co. - Sister’s wedding: “Kenosha News” 22 Feb 1937 p 4 – Mrs. 
Wilfred J. Forbes was the matron-of-honor in the wedding of her sister Miss Ann Elizabeth 
Jochims to Gilbert G. Matthews of Springfield IL. Ann is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ewald 
Jochims of 2503 – 60th St. The bride’s brother-in-law, Wilfred J. Forbes, was an usher.  – 
Mary Jochims Forbes was the daughter of Ewald John Henry Jochims 1885-1969 (F: 
167892171) & Blanche E. Green (1888-1956, F: 167892170). - Mary’s obituary: “Kenosha 
News” 12 Dec 1978 p 39 – Mary Jochims Forbes, 65, of Richland WA, formerly of Kenosha, 
died in WA 1 Nov 1978. She came to Kenosha in the late 1920 with her parents. In the early 
1930s [i.e. 26 Apr 1935] she married Wilford Forbes at the 1st Christian Church [the pastor 
officiated at her parents’ home]. Wilford died in the early 1960s [i.e. Dec 1970]. The couple 
moved to Richland in the late 1940s [his obituary says early 1940s] where Wilford was 
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employed at an atomic plant. Survived by daughter Sue & son Kennth of Kennewick WA. - 
Wilford’s obituary: “Kenosha News” 2 Dec 1970 p 18 – Wilford J. Forbes, 64, Richland WA, 
died there 1 Dec 1970 after suffering a heart attack last month. Born in Portage WI on 1 Mar 
1906 to the late Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Forbes. Moved to Kenosha at an early age, attended 
local schools, graduated from Kenosha High School. In the 1930s married Mary Joachims 
[sic/Jochims]. Employed at Forbes Electric Co. & American Brass Co. before leaving in the 
early 1940s to work at the General Electric Atomic Energy plant in Richland WA. He was 
employed there until he was taken ill on 25 Nov 1970. Survived by his wife, daughter 
Suzanne & son Kenneth (all of Richland WA), 2 sisters: Mrs. Arthur Keitel & Mrs. Frank 
Smith, both of Kenosha & 3 brothers: Frank Forbes (Wisconsin Dells WI), Fabian Forbes 
(Bristol township WI) & Walter Forbes (Kenosha). His brother Claude Forbes d. 10 Mar 1969. 
– The Hanford Works, Hanford Project & other names as established in 1943 in Benton Co. 
WA as part of the Manhattan Project to develop the 1st atomic bomb. It was the 1st full-scale 
plutonium production reactor in the world; its plutonium were used in the atomic bombs 
used on Nagasaki & Hiroshima, Japan. – Buried in Sunset Memorial Gardens, Richland, 
Benton WA but not on Find A Grave as of 31 Oct 2025.  

• Florence Elizabeth Forbes Smith, 30 Mar 1908 Columbia Co. WI – 7 Nov 1974 Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI. - Engagement: “Kenosha News” 6 Apr 1927 p 4 – Mr. & Mrs. F.J. Forbes, 602 – 
66th St., announce the engagement of their daughter Florence E. Forbes to Frank J. Smith, 
son of Mr. & Mrs. Peter P. Smith, 1420 – 59th St. Marriage: “Kenosha News” 5 Jul 1927 p 4 – 
Married in the parsonage of St. James [Catholic] Church on 2 Jul 1927 were Florence 
Elizabeth Forbes, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. F.J. Forbes of 602 – 66th St. & Frank John Smith, son 
of Mr. & Mrs. P.P. Smith of 1420 – 59th St. Frank is the 4th employee of the Kenosha 
newspaper to marry in a month; he is a job pressman. The wedding was attended by 
immediate family & friends. Wilford J. Forbes was the best man [bride’s brother]. A 
reception followed at the bride’s home for 35 guests. The couple will be on 58th St. after 9 
Jul 1927. – Confirmed in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenosha WI in Jun 1928 as Mrs. 
Florence Smith. - Wife of Frank John Smith (1906-1975, F: 147809306) whom she married in 
the parsonage of St. James Church on 2 Jul 1927 in Kenosha, Kenosha WI. - Frank Smith’s 
obituary “Kenosha News” 5 Feb 1975 p 17 – Frank Smith, 68, of 7506 – 29th Ave., died in 
Memorial Hospital on 4 Feb 1975. Born in Kenosha 6 Sep 1906 to the late Mr. & Mrs. Peter P. 
Smith. Attended local schools. Married 2 Jul 1927 to Florence E. Forbes who d. 7 Nov 1974. 
Employed at “Kenosha News” for 24 years, then owned & operated Smith Printing Co. 
Survived by 2 daughters, 3 brothers, 3 sisters. - Florence & Frank are buried in All Saints 
Cemetery, Pleasant Prairie, Kenosha WI. F: 147809307 

 
Notes: 
 
“Kenosha News” 2 Dec 1916 p 3 – notes that his grandfather J.C. Forbes served in the Civil War 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Kenosha News” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – The War Department lists the Kenoshans aboard Tuscania, one 
of them Pvt. Claude H. Forbes of the 107th Engineers.  
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Post-war: 
 
“Kenosha News” 14 Jan 1932 p 3 – Over 100 Tuscania survivors will gather in Milwaukee on 5 Feb 
1932, among them Claude Forbes. 
 
Ran unsuccessfully for election to the Kenosha WI city council in the 1930s. He is also defeated in 
his bid for Kenosha County coroner in 1936 on the Progressive Party ticket.  
 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” 23 Sep 1936 p 3 – Claude H. Forbes, the Progressive nominee for 
coroner of Kenosha Co., was declared the primary election winner in a reversal of the outcome. The 
County Canvassing Committee declared that the previously announced winner, Louis D. Bedore, 
had 1,728 votes and Forbes had 1,754. 
 
Claude Forbes loses the coroner election – “Kenosha News” 4 Nov 1936 p 15 – in the election for 
Kenosha County coroner, James R. Crossin (Democrat) got 11,268 votes – Ernest G. Knoedler 
(Republican) got 7,277 votes – Claude H. Forbes (Progressive) got 6,784 votes. 
 
“Kenosha Evening News” 3 Apr 1940 p 15 – Claude Forbes was appointed to fulfill the unexpired 
term of A.C. Grosvenor, who resigned from the board of the Kenosha Harbor Commission. His term 
will end 5 Mar 1942. The “Kenosha News” 19 Aug 1966 p 10 notes he was appointed to the Kenosha 
Harbor Commission to replace a man who was ineligible for reappointment. 
 
“Kenosha News” 17 Sep 1942 p 7 – Among the auxiliary fireman who completed the preliminary 
training of the Civilian Defense School & received their insignia from the Kenosha City Council of 
Defense was Claude Forbes. 
 
“Kenosha News” 13 Feb 1958 p 11 – John J. Young, 1 of the 4 Kenoshans who attended the 
Tuscania reunion at the Milwaukee Cudworth American Legion last week, supplied a list of 
survivors. Among them was Claude Forbes. 
 
“Kenosha News” 9 Sep 1959 p 8 – Claude Forbes received a 1-year appointment to the Kenosha 
Board of Electrical Examiners. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Chicago Tribune" 12 Mar 1969 p 54 - age 70, Kenosha resident, wife Elsie, 2 sons Clifford & 
Arthur H.  
 
"Kenosha News" 11 Mar 1969 p. 8 does not mention funeral services or burial - wife was 
Elsie (Sell) Forbes  
 
“Kenosha News” 20 Feb 1970 p 27 – Kenosha County Court – Probate – Claude Henry 
Forbes died intestate [without a will] & heirship to be determined 
 
Social Security Number: 390-32-5729 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Portage, Columbia WI – E. Corrall – conducted 6 Jun 1900 
Fredrick J. Forbes, 28 WI, Dec 1871, parents b. NY, married 7 years, electrician 
Annie S., 25 WI, Sep 1874, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Frank F., 3 WI, Aug 1896 
Claud H., 2 WI, Apr 1898 
Viola B., 6 months WI, Nov 1899 
 
1905 WI state census – Portage, Columbia WI – as of 1 Jun 1905 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1055/records/1084631?tid=&pid=&queryId=640e9
a85-bbe2-43e1-abd5-af40032e7a93&_phsrc=iKj1391&_phstart=successSource 
Frederick J. Forbes, 33 NY, electrician 
Anna, 30 Germany 
Frederick, 8 WI 
Claude H., 7 WI 
Viola B., 5 WI 
Fabian J., 3 Wi 
Walter G., 1 WI 
 
1910 Portage, Columbia WI – conducted 30 Apr 1910 
Fred Forbes, 38 WI, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 17 years, electrician, power house 
Anna, 34 WI, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Frank, 13 WI 
Claude, 11 WI 
Viola, 10 WI 
Fabein [sic], 8 WI 
Walter, 6 WI 
Wilfred, 4 WI 
Florence, 2 WI 
& mother Betsey Forbes, 74 NY, father b. NY, mother b. VT, widow 
 
1920 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – Park Court – the census enumerator spelled “electrician” as 
“electrition” throughout – conducted 8 Jan 1920 
Frederick J. Forbes, 48 WI, parents b. NY, electrician, electric store 
Anna S., 46 WI, parents b. Germany 
Frank F., 23 WI, electrician, electric store 
Claude H., 21 WI, electrician, electric store 
Viola B. Keitel, 20 WI, married [daughter] 
Arthur Keitel, 21 IL, parents b. MO, married, machinist, lamp factory [son-in-law] 
Fabian J. [indexed as Jr.], 18 WI 
Walter G., 16 WI 
Wilford J., 13 WI 
Florence C., 11 WI 
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1930 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 7028 – 36th Ave. – conducted 9 Apr 1930 
Claude H. Forbes, 32 WI, parents b. WI, age 23 at 1st marriage, contractor, electric, WWI veteran 
Else, 36 Germany, parents b. Germany, age 27 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1900, naturalized 
Clifford, 8 WI 
Arthur, 5 WI 
& sister-in-law Rose Sell, 38 Germany, parents b. Germany, divorced, age 31 at 1st marriage, 
bookkeeper, electric store  
 
1940 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 7028 – 36th – same house in 1935 – conducted 16 Apr 1940 
Claude Forbes, 41 WI, proprietor, electric store 
Elsie, 45 Germany 
Clifford, 18 WI 
Arthur, 15 WI 
& sister-in-law Rose Sell, 47 Germany, divorced, bookkeeping, electric store 
 
1950 Kenosha, Kenosha WI -4405 Wilson – conducted 4 Apr 1950 
Claude FARBES, 51 WI, electrical construction, private 
Elsie Farbes, 55 Germany [wife] 
& sister-in-law Rose Sell, 57 Germany, divorced, clerk, electrical appliances 
 
Previous entry on the same census page: 
Clifford Forbes, 28 WI, electrician, electric contractor [this is the son of Claude & Elsie Forbes] 
Bernice, 27 WI [wife] 
Terrance, 1 WI [son] 


