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TUSCANIA 

     

1 of 2 civilians aboard – not a soldier 
Fitzgerald, Edward Thomas 

1886 MN – 1964 MI 

 
Edward Thomas Fitzgerald – from Find A Grave 45169545 
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 Courtesy of Steven Schwartz 

 

 
Passport application 27 Feb 1920 in Dade County FL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/records/568793 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/500672?tid=&pid=&queryId=

ee1d9d1c-fb12-4a5f-b90e-b1fa0617cc6d&_phsrc=iKj110&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/4015240391 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/500672?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee1d9d1c-fb12-4a5f-b90e-b1fa0617cc6d&_phsrc=iKj110&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/500672?tid=&pid=&queryId=ee1d9d1c-fb12-4a5f-b90e-b1fa0617cc6d&_phsrc=iKj110&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19471601 

 

 
 
"Lansing State Journal" 5 Nov 1964 p 54 – Eddie Fitzgerald, age 78, former Detroit 
newspaperman, secretary to mayors, sports figures. Born St. Paul MN, secretary/public 
relations of Detroit Tigers baseball team when owned by Walter O. Briggs. City hall reporter 
for "Detroit News" in early 1900s. Secretary to Detroit MI mayors Oscar Marks & James 
Couzens. Final job was public address announcer for Detroit Tigers. Survived by son 
Edward T. Fitzgerald Jr. & daughter Sally. Burial in Mount Olivet.  
 

 
“Detroit Free Press” 5 Nov 1964 p 30 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19471601
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 Niles MI 
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“Detroit Athletic Club News” Oct 2002 p 48-49 
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The following are excerpts from the online book of Marilyn Gahm, “The Sinking of the 
Tuscania,” at www.tuscania1918.org 

 
Page 83: 

Edward T. Fitzgerald, a 31-year-old civilian, spent the entire voyage ill with influenza. 
 

Page 95: 
Detroit, Michigan, civilian businessman Abner E. Larned, traveling with Edward Fitzgerald, who was 
employed as the secretary of the mayor of Detroit and was nicknamed “Efficiency Fitz,” reported 
the boxing athletes were neglected by all when the coast of Scotland appeared. There was a lot of 
yelling when land was sighted to port around 2:30/3:30 p.m. – the peaks of the islands of Islay and 
Jura, in Scotland, islands that are part of the Inner Hebrides.  “Such yelling you never heard for it 
certainly looked good to us, although we were many miles from either shore. We had been at sea 
for thirteen days.” 

Page 96: 
 

                                       
 
Two civilians aboard – (left) Detroit businessman Abner Elisha Larned (1871-1947) and (right) Edward 
Thomas Fitzgerald (1886-1964), before the war serving as secretary to the mayor of Detroit, later 
executive public relations director for the Detroit Tigers baseball team and occasional sportscaster          
 

Page 97: 
 
Edward T. Fitzgerald (September 19, 1986-November 4, 1964), the secretary of Mayor Oscar Marx 
of Detroit, on his way to the French battlefields with Detroit businessman Abner Larned, was 
reassured by a young Scotsman familiar with these waters that they and the Tuscania were only 45 
minutes from safety, between Scotland and Ireland as they were positioned. The Scot had barely 
finished speaking when the torpedo that would kill the Tuscania - and many of its passengers - 
struck. 
 

Page 116: 
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Fitzgerald recalled: “Among the officers and, in the case of many of the men, the composure was 
remarkable. While the boats were being lowered emergency power relit the lights and statements 
by members of the ship’s crew that the boat might float for some time helped to allay fears.” 
 

Page 129: 
 
Edward T. Fitzgerald wrote his employer Oscar Marx, the mayor of Detroit, in a letter printed in the 
March 2, 1918, New York Times: “I would like to forget, (but I know I never shall,) the scenes that 
followed. The dreadful groping about in the dark of those who were trying to locate lifebelts and 
boats. The unsuccessful attempts to launch many of the lifeboats, the breaking of cables, which 
emptied scores of poor fellows into the bitter cold water, the frantic and futile shouts of men who 
struggled as the high seas choked and chilled them, and the slow but steady listing of the great ship 
on its starboard side.” 
 

Page 145: 
 
The two British stewardesses aboard, both at least twenty-year veterans of the sea – Mrs. Flora 

Jane Collins (age 45) and Mrs. Mary Corson (age 61) 
– made their way across the deck amid  
requests to “Step aside, boys, the ladies are 
coming.” And down the ropes to a lifeboat, the 
women slid – “as fancy as any sailor,” recalled 
Joerns. Fitzgerald recalled the women being in the 
last lifeboat launched, but that was contradicted by 
Mrs. Collins herself.  Edward T. Lauer, later the 
secretary/treasurer of the National Tuscania 
Survivors Association, found himself in the lifeboat 
with the two women.  
 
 
Page 157:  
 
Fitzgerald wrote, “With practically all of the 
lifeboats either launched or collapsed, a shout of 
joy went up from the port side of the ship, when a 
British destroyer with all lights out slowly 
approached.” Writing only a few weeks after the 
incident, Fitzgerald would not have been able to 
reveal its name due to censorship. Censorship may 
explain many destroyer arrival issues. 
 
Page 162: 
 
Fitzgerald reported on the first rescue ship: “Three 
hundred men slid down ropes and landed on the 

destroyer, which soon departed, leaving perhaps some six hundred or seven hundred men still 
aboard out of approximately twenty-five hundred passengers.” The Mosquito was now too loaded 
to accept any more passengers. 
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Page 169: 
Upon the departure of the Mosquito, Detroit civilian Fitzgerald noted that the men were once again 
in the dark. “Once more the lights commenced to grow dim, and finally were extinguished. There 
was a likelihood that no more destroyers would come, because it is the practice of the submarine 
commanders to shell or torpedo boats that are rescuing victims of a sinking ship.” Fitzgerald was 
unaware that UB-77 had already tried this – and missed. 
 
Page 170: 
Fitzgerald and his friend Abner E. Larned had rendezvoused at lifeboat No. 12 after the torpedoing. 
Larned, a civilian and the president of Headlight Overall factories (Larned, Carter & Co.), was on a 
secret government mission. Earlier in his stateroom, Larned had first put on his overcoat, next his 
lifebelt, then his patented “life-saving suit” (designed to preserve life in the ocean for several 
hours). Fitzgerald went to his room to get his lifebelt. Upon returning to the lifeboat station, he 
found that his lifeboat had been launched successfully – minus him – but also without Larned, both 
because Larned had chosen to wait for his friend and because Larned was a bit dubious about the 
launching process.  
 
Page 171: 
Now with a lieutenant from Boston named Clark (likely 1st Lieutenant Leland Vining Clark), 
Fitzgerald and Larned decided to climb onto the highest deck, figuring their only recourse was to 
jump into the sea, and this would give them a better chance than being sucked down if below deck 
or on lower decks, Larned writing later that he recalled the Titanic deaths due to suction.  After 
seeing what he said was the last lifeboat launched, the one bearing the two female crew members, 
the trio went below to the “D” deck. They saw a destroyer nearing the Tuscania on the port side, but 
“were disappointed” when it pulled away. 
 
Larned and Fitzgerald then politely asked a sailor, “I beg your pardon, but could you tell us whether 
it would be better to jump off the port or starboard side if we had to?” The sailor did not look up, but 
mumbled his advice. “It’s every man for himself now.”  
 
Then the lights went out again. The three men “hastened to the other side and discovered another 
destroyer waiting there.  She had come up quietly in the darkness and had taken a couple of 
hundred men off before we knew she was there.”  It is uncertain what destroyer this was, since 
Larned could not release its name in his March 1918 description of his rescue due to censorship. 
They heard a voice call from the destroyer, “Any more 100th Squadron men around?” Although not 
with that squadron, being a civilian, Larned asked, “Have you room for 
 
Page 172: 
two first-class passengers?’ The response: “Jump on and grab yourself a ride.” And jump they did. 
 
“With a shout of joy,” rejoiced Fitzgerald, “the boys who had been on our side of the boat leaped 
aboard. I grabbed hold of a rail with one hand and took hold of Mr. Larned with the other. The 
destroyer was just pulling away and Mr. Larned was the last one to board her.” Larned said he left 
just before Captain McLean, which matches the account of Lt. Joerns, who said that “wonderful” 
Captain McLean was the last man off the ship, flanked by Abner Larned and Edward Fitzgerald until 
the end.  
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Page 175: 
Once aboard the Pigeon, Larned found that the ship was “literally jammed” with survivors – “they 
stood welded tight, a solid mass.” Concerned about his traveling companion Fitzgerald, who had 
been ill with influenza during the voyage and was now feeling faint, Larned explained the situation 
to a British “lad” of the destroyer’s crew, who replied, “I’ll fix him.” The boy fetched his hammock, 
unrolled it, then strung it over the heads of the crowded men in the cabin. Larned, who thought the 
boy a “corker,” noted: “He produced a steaming hot bowl of cocoa, which he offered us, and was 
all sympathy and desire to assist us.” 
 
Page 213: 
Upon his arrival at the barracks, around 3:30 a.m. according to Larned, he told a British sergeant 
“with a heart of gold” about Fitzgerald’s illness and asked if there was some accommodation, as he 
did not wish “Eddie” to sleep on the floor. The nearest town was three miles away and it was raining 
steadily, but the sergeant removed a man off guard and sent him away on a bicycle to locate an 
automobile. Around 5 a.m. a car appeared, and Larned and Fitzgerald left for a nearby hotel, with 
Fitzgerald clad in the sergeant’s donated overcoat. 
 
At the hotel, Fitzgerald downed two stiff drinks, “dispensed by sweet Irish lasses who devoted 
themselves to our comfort.” While Fitzgerald slept, Larned joined a group of officers around the 
hotel fireplace, when in walked his military aide, Lt. Joerns. “We greeted each other like long-lost 
brothers, and the questions flew thick and fast.”  These were “Where is …?” and “Did so-and-so 
survive?” questions. Fitzgerald was eventually hospitalized in Dublin – minus his eyeglasses, which 
were somewhere in the ocean. 
 
Page 348: 
Edward T. Fitzgerald expresses his gratitude in the New York Times of March 2, 1918, to the 
destroyer captains and crew. “I can’t describe adequately just how grateful we feel, and when I 
return I want to meet the man who inquires ironically, ‘What is the British Navy doing in this war?’ 
As a matter of fact at least 1,500 of our passengers, perhaps more, would have been lost if it had 
not been for the supreme courage of the men of those destroyers. They took frightful chances of 
being blown to pieces in pulling up alongside the Tuscania. We owe our lives to the bravery of the 
British jackies.” 
 
Page 362: 

• Civilians – said to number 36, mostly men in the employ of the Anchor Line, who were 
traveling back to England to work on a ship.  American civilians Edward Fitzgerald and 
Abner Larned were aboard.  
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At the National Tuscania Survivors Association meeting in 1933 – standing, 2nd from left – “Chicago 

Tribune” 5 Feb 1933 p 4 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz 
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“Detroit Athletic Club News” May 1918 with cartoon sketches of the two civilians aboard, 
Abner Larned (the stouter, older man) & Edward Thomas Fitzgerald 

 
“Detroit Athletic Club News” unsourced – either late 1917 or early 1918 
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“Detroit Athletic Club News” – unsourced, 1918 

 *********************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Life [newspaper articles]: 
 
 



19 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 



20 
 

 



21 
 

 

 
 
 



22 
 

 

 
 



23 
 

 

 
 



24 
 

 

 
 



25 
 

 

 
 



26 
 

 

 
 

 
 



27 
 

 

 
 

 Battle Creek MI 
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“Detroit (MI) Free Press” 25 Dec 1917 p 9 

 

 
 

 Grand Rapids MI 
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 Lansing MI 
 

 
 
 

 Bay City MI 
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Errors: Fitzgerald was not a “fighter” and not a private in the US Army as he was a civilian – 

his father John had died in 1908 & was therefore not employed as the superintendent of the 
St. Paul workhouse (his job when alive)  
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” 18 Apr 1918 p 13 

 
 
 

 
“Owosso (MI) Times” 3 May 1918 p 2 – The Tuscania sunk in Feb 1918 & then the ship on 

which Edward returned in April 1918 – ironically named “St. Paul” (the city in MN where ew 
was born) - sunk 25 Apr 1918 
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 Dowagiac MI 
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/1048419473/ 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/1048419473/
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 Muskegon MI 
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 Muskegon MI 
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 Battle Creek MI 
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 Flint MI 
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NOTE: Captain Meyer did NOT attend the 1933 reunion, as Hitler intervened 

 
Error: SS Tuscania, not RMS (not a ship of the Royal Navy) 
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 Bay City MI 
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 Grand Haven MI 
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 Grand Rapids MI 
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 Jackson MI 
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 Benton Harbor MI 
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Headline incorrectly identifies him as Edward L. Fitzgerald -  
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Excerpts for the World Series and the Detroit Tigers v. the Chicago Cubs - 
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 Fenton MI 
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 Muskegon MI 
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 Muskegon MI 
 

 

 
Wife 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/2071162 
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Children 

 

  
Son Edward Thomas Fitzgerald Jr. (1939-2018) – Find A Grave 195624901 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/481604691 
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https://www.nelson-house.com/obituaries/Judge-E-Thomas-Fitzgerald?obId=3972961 

 
 

 

 
 

  

https://www.nelson-house.com/obituaries/Judge-E-Thomas-Fitzgerald?obId=3972961
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 Lansing MI 
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Niles MI 

 

  Flint MI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62209/records/299494026 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/32484066 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62209/records/299494026
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/32484066
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 Roselle IL 
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Father 
 

 
John Francis Fitzgerald – Find A Grave 45131055 
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 Minneapolis MN 
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Mother 
 

  
Helen Hackett Fitzgerald – Find A Grave 45131408 

 

  

 Minneapolis MN 
 

 

 St. Paul MN 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/12767810862/facts 

 

 
Siblings: 

 
 

 
Brother Walter Fitzgerald (1870-1881) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/26420598/person/12767813401/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/12767810862/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/12767813401/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/12767813401/facts
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Walter’s MI death record, who died 30 Jan 1881 – the next record is for his brother Richard 

who died 15 Jan 1881 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2743841?tid=26420598&pi

d=12767814806&queryId=8ac129fb-f80f-4290-a022-
e17139a60357&_phsrc=iKj148&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/3078353?tid=26420598&pi

d=12767813401&queryId=3044b94a-04a4-43bc-917e-
e3086bd78b94&_phsrc=iKj125&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother John Michael Fitzgerald (1874/1875-1950) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/26420598/person/26433665725/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2561/records/373892?tid=26420598&pid=

26433665725&queryId=aa2569e1-7d8d-4f83-9173-
de08a6e8e378&_phsrc=iKj134&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/26433665725/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/26433665725/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2561/records/373892?tid=26420598&pid=26433665725&queryId=aa2569e1-7d8d-4f83-9173-de08a6e8e378&_phsrc=iKj134&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2561/records/373892?tid=26420598&pid=26433665725&queryId=aa2569e1-7d8d-4f83-9173-de08a6e8e378&_phsrc=iKj134&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2561/records/373892?tid=26420598&pid=26433665725&queryId=aa2569e1-7d8d-4f83-9173-de08a6e8e378&_phsrc=iKj134&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/28627431 - John with 

birthdate of 8 Oct 1874 – WWI draft registration 12 Sep 1918 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/28627431
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John with birthdate of 8 Oct 1880 in WWII draft registration - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/18144250 
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Sister Anne (Annie) Fitzgerald (1876-1884) – Find A Grave 143541287 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/26433668530/facts 

 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/26433668530/facts
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Sister Mary Gertrude Fitzgerald (1876/1877 – 1943) – Find A Grave 143985562 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/305015?tid=26420598&pid

=26441738857&queryId=584e0796-dcbf-45ee-a762-
bf0c0fde7d40&_phsrc=iKj146&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother Richard Emmett Fitzgerald (1880-1881) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2743841?tid=26420598&pi
d=12767814806&queryId=8ac129fb-f80f-4290-a022-

e17139a60357&_phsrc=iKj148&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

 
Richard’s MI death record, who died 15 Jan 1881 – the previous record is for his brother 

Walter who died 30 Jan 1881 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2743841?tid=26420598&pi

d=12767814806&queryId=8ac129fb-f80f-4290-a022-
e17139a60357&_phsrc=iKj148&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2743841?tid=26420598&pid=12767814806&queryId=8ac129fb-f80f-4290-a022-e17139a60357&_phsrc=iKj148&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2743841?tid=26420598&pid=12767814806&queryId=8ac129fb-f80f-4290-a022-e17139a60357&_phsrc=iKj148&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/2743841?tid=26420598&pid=12767814806&queryId=8ac129fb-f80f-4290-a022-e17139a60357&_phsrc=iKj148&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Joseph F. Fitzgerald (1881 – 1888) – Find A Grave 143519783 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/3128430?tid=26420598&pi

d=26441739056&queryId=df7b4923-b0a0-4695-9524-
240ba5d6841d&_phsrc=iKj152&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

 
Sister Grace Marie Fitzgerald (1888/1889-1932) –  

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/3128430?tid=26420598&pid=26441739056&queryId=df7b4923-b0a0-4695-9524-240ba5d6841d&_phsrc=iKj152&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/3128430?tid=26420598&pid=26441739056&queryId=df7b4923-b0a0-4695-9524-240ba5d6841d&_phsrc=iKj152&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/3128430?tid=26420598&pid=26441739056&queryId=df7b4923-b0a0-4695-9524-240ba5d6841d&_phsrc=iKj152&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/860340 

 

  
Lansing MI 
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Brother Gerald Hackett Fitzgerald (1889-1951) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004673445_00723?pId=117790
34 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004673445_00723?pId=11779034
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004673445_00723?pId=11779034
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/26441739106/facts 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/3284086?tid=26420598&pid=264425

87427&queryId=b4c6a20b-2fdb-49cd-b1d5-
d36a0f625f1f&_phsrc=iKj162&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/26441739106/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/3284086?tid=26420598&pid=26442587427&queryId=b4c6a20b-2fdb-49cd-b1d5-d36a0f625f1f&_phsrc=iKj162&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/3284086?tid=26420598&pid=26442587427&queryId=b4c6a20b-2fdb-49cd-b1d5-d36a0f625f1f&_phsrc=iKj162&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/3284086?tid=26420598&pid=26442587427&queryId=b4c6a20b-2fdb-49cd-b1d5-d36a0f625f1f&_phsrc=iKj162&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Elizabeth Kathleen Fitzgerald Teifer (1895-1940) – Find A Grave 45168548 

 

 

 Muskegon MI 
 

 



100 
 

 

 

 Muskegon MI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26420598/person/12767807174/facts 

  
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: Edward Thomas Fitzgerald 
Name variations:  Eddie Fitzgerald, “Fitz” – ‘Efficiency Fitz” 
Military: 
On Tuscania: as a civilian from Detroit, Wayne MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Edward T. Fitzgerald 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: Detroit MI mayor Oscar B. Marx, at City Hall, Detroit MI 
[handwritten: Woodward & Michigan Ave.]  
Returned from Europe on: "Saint Paul" leaving Liverpool, England, 6 Apr 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Edward T. Fitzgerald 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Mary Fitzgerald, East Gr. Boul., Detroit MI (sailed back 
with Abner Larned, the other civilian aboard Tuscania) - rank AME, Signal Corps  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Edward T. Fitzgerald – b. 19 Sep 1887 St. Paul MN; res: 119 
E. Gd. Blvd., Detroit MI. Single. Secretary to mayor, Detroit (city), Detroit MI. Medium height, 
slender build. Registered 4 Jun 1917, in advance of national registration day on 5 Jun 1917. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: Detroit Athletic Club, Detroit MI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Edward Thomas Fitzgerald - b. 19 Sep 1886 St. Paul MN; 
res: 667 Neff, Grosse Pointe, Wayne MI. NOK H.M. Sisson, 424 E. Jefferson, Detroit MI. 
Employed with W.O. Briggs, 424 Jefferson, Detroit MI. Height: 5’ 7 ½” – weight: 155 lbs. 
Registered 27 Apr 1942.  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  19 Sep 1886 St. Paul, Ramsey MN [WWII draft registration: 1887]  
Died: 4 Nov 1964 Detroit, Wayne MI   
Find A Grave record: 45169545, presence on Tuscania noted in text  
Burial location: Detroit, Wayne MI 
Cemetery: Mount Olivet 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  John Francis Fitzgerald, 6 Jan 1840 Limerick, County Limerick, Ireland – 15 Jul 1908 Detroit, 
Wayne MI.  
Son of Michael Fitzgerald & Mary Connelly.  
 
Obituary: “Detroit (MI) Free Press” 16 Jul 1908 p 7 – paralysis was fatal to John F. Fitzgerald, for 10 
years the assistant superintendent of the Detroit House of Corrections. He died last night at his 
home at 309 Avery St.; he was unconscious for 5 days. He returned to Detroit from St. Paul in Nov 
1907 after 22 years in St. Paul at the house of corrections. He retired due to pneumonia. Born in 
County Limerick, Ireland, in 1840; came to Detroit at age 3. Employed as a deputy sheriff. His wife 
died some time ago. Survived by 3 sons & 3 daughters: Edward T. Fitzgerald, John M. Fitzgerald (St. 
Paul MN) & Gerald H. Fitzgerald & Mary G., Grace M. & Elizabeth Fitzgerald.  
 “Irish Standard” (Minneapolis MN) 18 Jul 1908 p 6 – John F. Fitzgerald, ex-superintendent of the St. 
Paul Workhouse for 23 years, died at age 7 in Detroit MI on Wed., 15 Jul 1908. Had lived in Detroit 
since he resigned his post at the St. Paul Workhouse due to friction on the workhouse board about 
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his long leave of absence due to ill health. His wife died about 4 years ago. Survived by 6 children, 
including John M. Fitzgerald of 290 Sherburn [sic/Sherburne] Ave., St. Paul MN.  
 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star-Tribune” 17 Jul 1908 p. 7 – former head of the workhouse for 23 years, died 
Wed. morning at his Detroit MI home of a stroke. Born in Ireland, died at age 70, survived by 3 sons 
& 3 daughters. 
Buried in Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. 
Find A Grave: 45131055 
 
Mother:  Helen Hackett Fitzgerald, Oct 1851 Amherstburg, Essex County, Ontario, Canada [also 
found as Ingersoll, Canada] – 28 Apr 1902 St. Paul, Ramsey MN. 
Daughter of Walter Hackett & Hanorah (Nora) Flaherty.  
Died of nephritis.  
Obituary: “St. Paul (MN) Globe” 30 Apr 1902 p 10 – Died on 28 Apr 1902, at the family residence in 
Como Park [a St. Paul neighborhood], Mrs. Helen Hackett Fitzgerald, age 51, wife of John F. 
Fitzgerald. Funeral from her residence on the corner of Lexington & Langford in Como Park on 1 
May 1902, with services at St. Luke’s Church. Her body will be sent to Detroit MI. 
Buried in Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. 
Find A Grave: 45131408 
Parents’ marriage: 1869 
 
Spouse:  Ruby Belle Hickson Fitzgerald, 23 Apr 1904 Essex, Essex County, Ontario, Canada – 4 Oct 
1959 Detroit, Wayne MI.  
Daughter of Henry W. Hickson & Ida Healey. 
Naturalized 23 Apr 1904.   
Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 45169744 
Marriage: Edward Jr.’s Find A Grave record says his parents married 9 Apr 1925. 
Ruby’s Find A Grave record says they married 22 Dec 1936 in Detroit MI.  
The MI marriage record lists 22 Dec 1936 Detroit, Wayne MI as the marriage date; married by a 
Catholic priest. 
 
Children: 

• Edward Thomas Fitzgerald, Jr., 29 Nov 1939 Detroit, Wayne MI – 27 Dec 2018 Lansing, 
Ingham MI. - Used name of E. Thomas Fitzgerald. - A judge, 1st elected to the MI Court of 
Appeals in 1990. Served 24 years in the court, retiring in 2014. Graduate of Assumption High 
School, Windsor MI. Received his undergraduate & law degrees from U of Detroit. Survived 
by wife Kathy of 33 years & former wife Gwen. Also survived by sister Sally & brother-in-law 
Dennis Murphy. – Married Gwenevere Phyllis Hartung (b. 13 Aug 1943 MI), the daughter of 
Urban L. Hartung (1863-1942, F: 219609928) & Aloisia Polly (Louisia) Mauer (1873-1957, F: 
219609929). Gwen & Edward married 11 Jul 1964 in Detroit, Wayne MI. She is listed as his 
surviving ex-wife in his 2018 obituary.  - Married Kathy Phyllis Nelson, who was an attorney 
in Flint, Genesee MI, ca. 1985, as she is listed as E. Thomas’s wife of 33 years in his 2018 
obituary. Kathy was born 8 Jul 1954 MI, the daughter of Henry Nelson & Phyllis Jean Rykala 
(1924-2009) who married 29 Aug 1946.   – Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Owosso, 
Shiawassee MI. F; 195624901 

• Sally Anne Fitzgerald Murphy, ca. 1944 MI [30 Oct 1943?] -                . Age 6 in the 1950 
census. - Wife of Dennis B. Murphy when her brother died in Dec 2018. – Dennis was born 8 
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Feb 1943 IL, the son of Roger Emmett Murphy & Helen Virginia Welch & died 24 Jun 2021. 
Sally & Dennis married on 13 Jul 1968 in St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, Oak Park 
IL. She was a registered nurse. – Dennis Murphy is buried in Prairie Cemetery, St. Charles, 
Kane IL, F: 248393886. 

 
Siblings: There are obvious errors in the birth dates of Edward’s siblings on Find A Grave records & 
online genealogies. Sister Anne was supposedly born Jan 1876 – sister Mary born Mar 1876 – 
brother John born Oct 1876 – these dates being biological impossibilities. 

• Walter Fitzgerald, 3 May 1870 Detroit, Wayne MI – 30 Jan 1881 Detroit, Wayne MI. - MI death 
record: cause of death unknown. – Walter died 15 days after his infant brother Richard died 
of whooping cough. – He was age 10 years 8 months at the time of his death. - Buried in 
Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. F: 45199197 

• Mary Gertrude Fitzgerald, 17 Mar 1876 [Find A Grave, but 17 Mar 1877 elsewhere & Mar 
1873, age 27 in 1900 census] Detroit, Wayne MI – 21 Aug 1943 Grosse Pointe, Wayne MI. - 
Questionable birth year of 1876 as her sister Anne is born Jan 1876, making Mary’s birth in 
Mar 1876 impossible.  Resident of 667 Neff Rd., Grosse Pointe MI at time of death, surname 
Fitzgerald; died in Bon Secours Hospital. - Buried in Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne 
MI. F; 143985562 

• John Michael Fitzgerald, 8 Oct 1874 or 1875 Detroit, Wayne MI [incorrect birth date of 8 Oct 
1873 used on Find A Grave – John reports 8 Oct 1874 on his WWI draft card in 1917 & 8 Oct 
1880 on his WWII draft card in 1942. In the 1900 census he is age 24, born Oct 1875.] – 2 
May 1950 St. Paul, Ramsey MN. – In the 1950 census, John reported he was age 69, which 
computes to a birth year of ca. 1881. - Married to Eleanor (Ella) M. Voges/Vogues (1876-
1935, F: 143315555) on 15 Jan 1905 in St. Paul, Ramsey MN. - Married to Anna L. Shutte 
(1886-1946, F: 27724591) on 20 May 1909 in Ramsey Co. MN. - Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
St. Paul, Ramsey MN. F: 27724579 

• Anne (Annie) Fitzgerald, 22 Jan 1876 Detroit, Wayne MI – 28 Jun 1884 Detroit, Wayne MI. - 
The birth information on Find A Grave matches her MI birth record. This makes her the birth 
years of her brother John & sister Mary suspect. - Buried in Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit, 
Wayne MI. F: 143541287 

• Richard Emmett Fitzgerald, 5 Nov 1880 Detroit, Wayne MI – 15 Jan 1881 Detroit, Wayne MI. - 
Although tombstone reads Jun 1881 for death, his MI death record reports his death from 
whooping cough on 15 JANUARY 1881. He died at age 7 months; his brother Walter died 15 
days later, cause unknown. – Death date erroneously reported as 16 Jan 1881 also. - Buried 
in Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. F: 45199386 

• Joseph F. Fitzgerald, 24 Oct 1882 [his tombstone, which is wrong] or 24 Oct 1881] Detroit, 
Wayne MI – Jan 1888 Detroit, Wayne MI. - Buried in Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne 
MI. F: 143519783 

• Grace Marie (“Gracie”) Fitzgerald, 1889 [26 Jul 1888 on MI death record, but Jul 1878 in the 
1900 census] Detroit, Wayne MI – 22 Jun 1932 Detroit, Wayne MI. - Birth information 
questionable, as brother Gerald is born only 7 months later if the Jul 1888 date is used but 
in the same year if the 1889 date is used. - Graduate of St. Joseph’s Academy (St. Paul MN) 
& St. Catherine’s Conservatory of Music (St. Paul MN) & Detroit City College. Taught music 
& English for 15 years. – Was a public school teacher; died in Harper Hospital. – Had breast 
cancer. - Buried in Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. Died F: 45169053  

• Gerald Hackett (“Gerry”) Fitzgerald, 13 Feb 1889 [date used on his WWI & WWII draft 
registrations but MN birth record reported date of 17 Sep 1888] St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 8 
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Mar 1951 Detroit, Wayne MI. – The incorrect birth date of Feb 1889 places his birth 7 
months after that of his sister Grace. - Husband of Marietta Ann Conway (1889-1921, F: 
70154614) whom he married 7 Nov 1917 in Detroit, Wayne MI. - Buried in Mount Elliott 
Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. F: 143985176 

• Elizabeth Kathleen (“Bess”) Fitzgerald Teifer, 27 Oct 1895 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 24 Feb 
1940 Muskegon Co. MI. Born Jul 1884, age 16, in the 1900 census. - Married Dr. Charles 
Aloysius Teifer (1891-1956, F: 45170161) on 25 Jun 1917 in Detroit, Wayne MI. - At time of 
death was a resident of 1652 Park, Muskegon Co. MI, where she died at age 44 years, 3 
months, 27 days. Buried in Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. F: 45168548. 

 
Notes: 
 
Edward served as the secretary for Oscar B. Marx (1866-1923), the mayor of Detroit, Wayne MI from 
1913-1918.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Detroit Free Press” 21 Apr 1918 p 18 – The Detroit Free Press Film Edition will be shown for the 1st 
time in the Washington Theater on Sunday & at other Detroit motion picture theaters later. One of 
the film clips showed the mayor’s secretary, Edward T. Fitzgerald, back at his desk about some 
thrilling experience on the French battlefield. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Passport application 27 Feb 1920 in Dade Co. FL – Edward T. Fitzgerald, b. St. Paul MN 19 Sep 
1888. Father: John T. Fitzgerald, b. Ireland, deceased. John emigrated to the US, port unknown, 
around 1843 & lived in the US for 65 years (1843-1908), in Detroit MI & St. Paul MN. Edward has 
never lived outside the US nor had a passport. He will return within 2 months. Going to the Bahama 
Islands for recreation, leaving Miami FL on the 1st vessel after receiving his passport. Age 32. 
Height: 5’ 7 ½”. Residence: 117 E. Grand Boulevard, Detroit MI.  
 
“Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer” 4 Feb 1920 p 1 – A complicated case concerning Senator Newberry & 
122 others charged with conspiracy and fraud. The defense was charging that information on a 
meeting at a NY club with “Colonel Roosevelt” (ex-President Theodore Roosevelt) & other MI 
politicians was being suppressed. Former Detroit mayor Oscar Marx was only allowed to say he 
was there, as was Edward Fitzgerald. James Sweinhart, the head of the NY bureau of the “Detroit 
News,” said in mid-January he had called on Fitzgerald, secretary of the former mayor of Detroit, at 
the Biltmore Hotel In NY. Fitzgerald was about to sail to Europe.  
 
“Detroit Free Press” 4 Feb 1934 p 4 – Abner E. Larned heading to England on a secret mission, was 
in his stateroom on the Tuscania and Edward T. Fitzgerald, traveling on a civilian passport for the 
government, was in the saloon when the torpedo struck 5 Feb 1918. Fitzgerald was looking at the 
ship’s atlas with Lt. Beattie of MT, who said they’d be out of danger in 2 hours. Both will address the 
meeting of the 32nd Division (Red Arrow) veterans on Tuesday night as their guests of honor. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number:  362-07-9789 
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Censuses: 
 
1870 Detroit, Wayne MI – conducted 5 Jul 1870 
John Fitzgerald, 30 Ireland, tailor 
Ellen, 27 Canada, keeping house 
Walter, 1 month MI, born May 
 
1880 Detroit, Wayne MI – conducted 2 Jun 1880 
John Fitzgerald, 37 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, superintendent 
Allen, 28 Canada, parents b. Ireland, keeping house [i.e. Helen] 
Walter, 10 MI, school 
Mary, 8 MI, at school 
John, 7 MI 
Anne, 4 MI 
Gracie, 2 MI 
 
1895 MN state census – St. Paul Work House 
John Fitzgerald, 55 Ireland, superintendent of workhouse 
Ellan, 44 Canada 
Mary, 21 MI 
John, 19 MI 
Grace, 16 MI 
Elisabeth, 10 MI 
Edward, 8 MN 
Gerald, 6 MN 
 
1900 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – City Workhouse – Langford Ave. - conducted 1 Jun 1900 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7602/records/27027067?tid=&pid=&queryId=6e78
7d82-2877-43f1-a3e6-e88d3068b12a&_phsrc=iKj143&_phstart=successSource 
John Fitzgerald, 60 Ireland, Jan 1840, parents b. Ireland, married 31 years, superintendent 
Helen H., 49 Canada, Oct 1850, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 10 children, 6 are living 
Mary G., 27 MI, Mar 1873 
John M. 24 MI, Oct 1875, railroad clerk 
Grace, 22 MI, Jul 1878 
Bessie C., 16 MI, Jul 1884, at school 
Edward T., 14 MN, Sep 1886, at school 
Gerald, 11 MN, Sep 1889 
& 4 workhouse officers 
& numerous workhouse prisoners 
 
1905 MN state census – St. Paul, Ramsey MN – conducted 30 Jun 1905 – lines 61 & 62 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1058/records/3464615?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a078
6b2-f2c5-4b5a-947a-4106610f0aec&_phsrc=iKj120&_phstart=successSource 
Edward Fitzgerald, 18 MN, student at the College of St. Thomas 
Gerald Fitzgerald, 18 MN, student at the College of St. Thomas 
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1910 Detroit, Wayne MI – 309 Avery – conducted 19 Apr 1910 
Edward T. Fitzgerald, 22 MN, father b. Ireland, mother b. Canada (English), paper reporter [head of 
household}  
Gerald H., 20 MN, freight agent, railroad [brother] 
Mary, 28 MI [sister] 
Grace, 26 MI [sister[ 
[all are single] 
 
1920 – cannot locate 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/1307462161 
 
1930 Detroit, Wayne MI – Alden Park Manor #811 – conducted 2 Apr 1930 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/12514317?tid=&pid=&queryId=e778
3478-87dd-4668-b695-04e909fefda6&_phsrc=iKj203&_phstart=successSource 
Edward F. [sic] Fitzgerald, 38 MN, single, father b. Irish Free State, mother b. Canada (English), 
manager, insurance agency, WWI veteran [head of household] 
Mary Fitzgerald, 48 MI, single, father b. Irish Free State, mother b. Canada (English) [sister] 
 
1940 Grosse Pointe, Wayne MI – 480 St. Clair – living in Detroit MI in 1935 – conducted 3 Apr 1940 
Edward Fitzgerald, 51 MN, public relations, auto manufacturer, in Detroit, Wayne MI in 1935 
Ruby, 35 Canada (English), in same place in 1935 
Thomas, 4 months MI 
 
1950 Grosse Pointe, Wayne MI – 667 St. Clair – conducted 1 Apr 1950 
Edward T. Fitzgerald, 60 MN, director, public relations, baseball team [the Detroit Tigers of Major 
League Baseball] 
Ruby B., 45 Canada 
Edward T. II, 10 MI 
Sally A., 6 MI [misindexed as “76” years] 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/1307462161
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/12514317?tid=&pid=&queryId=e7783478-87dd-4668-b695-04e909fefda6&_phsrc=iKj203&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/12514317?tid=&pid=&queryId=e7783478-87dd-4668-b695-04e909fefda6&_phsrc=iKj203&_phstart=successSource

