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TUSCANIA  

 

Fisher, Charles James 
1892 PA – 1944 NY 

   
 

 
PA, WWI Veterans Service & Compensation Files -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606187_0
785-00082?pId=495454  
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Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-

CS1N-Q939-K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRSF-
XNN2 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19383392 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-Q939-K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRSF-XNN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-Q939-K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRSF-XNN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-Q939-K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRSF-XNN2
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19383392
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61778/records/785683?tid=&pid=&queryId

=113d52f3-a990-49ba-b496-4225a97e4ed9&_phsrc=iKj23&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61778/records/785683?tid=&pid=&queryId=113d52f3-a990-49ba-b496-4225a97e4ed9&_phsrc=iKj23&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61778/records/785683?tid=&pid=&queryId=113d52f3-a990-49ba-b496-4225a97e4ed9&_phsrc=iKj23&_phstart=successSource
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 Brooklyn NY 
 
 
 

 
Life: 

 

 

 Allentown PA 
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 Harrisburg PA 
 

 
Greenville PA 

 

 Wilkes-Barre PA 
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 Kane PA 
 

 
“Pittston (PA) Gazette” 11 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

 

 Wilkes-Barre PA 
 

 Wilkes-
Barre PA 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican & Herald” Tuesday, 12 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Carlisle (PA) Evening Herald” 15 Feb 1918 p 3 – his mother was born near Buncrana, 

Ireland 
 

 
From the “Hazleton Happenings” column – “Philadelphia Inquirer” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 

4 
 
 

 
Hazleton PA 
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Wife 

 

 NY, NY 
 

 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/7034592?tid=193572936&p

id=322523147217&queryId=fa3477ce-4c84-4b7e-ae00-
9d8614166ca4&_phsrc=iKj45&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/7034592?tid=193572936&pid=322523147217&queryId=fa3477ce-4c84-4b7e-ae00-9d8614166ca4&_phsrc=iKj45&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/7034592?tid=193572936&pid=322523147217&queryId=fa3477ce-4c84-4b7e-ae00-9d8614166ca4&_phsrc=iKj45&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/7034592?tid=193572936&pid=322523147217&queryId=fa3477ce-4c84-4b7e-ae00-9d8614166ca4&_phsrc=iKj45&_phstart=successSource
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Father 

 

  
James Fisher – Find A Grave 136711125 

 

 
Mother 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_647661_0589-
02910?pId=1722809 

 

 
 
 
 



10 
 

 

Siblings 

 

 
Brother Thomas Patrick Fisher (1886-1967) –  
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His brother John J. Fisher (1888-1958) - WWI service record - This computes to a birth date 

of April 1888 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60884/records/496794?tid=193572936&pi

d=322523147480&queryId=6c878ff4-148e-4a50-a6f4-
30e1cf516f4f&_phsrc=iKj48&_phstart=successSource 

 

 Hazleton PA 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60884/records/496794?tid=193572936&pid=322523147480&queryId=6c878ff4-148e-4a50-a6f4-30e1cf516f4f&_phsrc=iKj48&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60884/records/496794?tid=193572936&pid=322523147480&queryId=6c878ff4-148e-4a50-a6f4-30e1cf516f4f&_phsrc=iKj48&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60884/records/496794?tid=193572936&pid=322523147480&queryId=6c878ff4-148e-4a50-a6f4-30e1cf516f4f&_phsrc=iKj48&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/16802573 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/16802573
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60884/records/496802 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60884/records/496802 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60884/records/496802
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60884/records/496802
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Sister Mary Fisher McNiece (1890-1967) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/48842_1421012671_01
69-01859?pId=15067166 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/48842_1421012671_0169-01859?pId=15067166
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/48842_1421012671_0169-01859?pId=15067166
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/7126231?tid=193572936&p

id=322523149446&queryId=fca08715-0016-43e5-930b-
a9a9977b37f0&_phsrc=iKj57&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
Death of brother Joseph Fisher - “Mount Carmel (PA) Item” 1 Feb 1921 p 1 – although birth 

date conflicts with WWI & 1900 census  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/7126231?tid=193572936&pid=322523149446&queryId=fca08715-0016-43e5-930b-a9a9977b37f0&_phsrc=iKj57&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/7126231?tid=193572936&pid=322523149446&queryId=fca08715-0016-43e5-930b-a9a9977b37f0&_phsrc=iKj57&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/7126231?tid=193572936&pid=322523149446&queryId=fca08715-0016-43e5-930b-a9a9977b37f0&_phsrc=iKj57&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406274_06
09-00713?pId=750781536 

 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Charles James Fisher 
Name variations: some 1918 newspapers use Charles B. Fisher 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 250,141 
Entered service from: Jeddo, Luzerne PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Charles J. Fisher 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Ellen Fisher, Oakdale, Jeddo [handwritten, with 
Geddo crossed off] PA 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Charles J. Fisher 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Ellan (sic) Fisher, Oakdale PA (PFC, 213th Aero 
Aq)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Charles J. Fisher - b. 4 Aug 1892 Beaver Meadow PA; 
res: Oakdale St., Jeddo, Luzerne PA. Single. Machinist, Baldwin Locomotive Works, 
Eddystone PA. Dependent mother. Short in height & medium build. Form is undated. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Charles J. Fisher -  b. 4 Aug 1892 Beaver Meadow PA; 
res: 130-30 – 231st St., Laurelton, Queens NY. NOK Mrs. C. Fisher, same address. 
Employed at Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Co., Flatbush Ext., Brooklyn NY, BMT Division, 
1130 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn NY. “scars on right check and on forehead at hair-line” – 
Height: 5’7 ½” – 150 lbs. Registered 25 Apr 1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 7 Dec 1917 
Discharged 10 Jun 1919 
Address: 231 Putnam Ave., Brooklyn, NYC NY 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 4 Aug 1892 Beaver Meadows, Carbon PA  
Died: 12 Sep 1944 Bronx, NYC NY [Veterans Administration Hospital] 
Has two Find A Grave records: 
Find A Grave record: 101497964, presence on Tuscania noted in text   
Burial location: Freeland, Luzerne PA 
Cemetery: Saint Ann’s Parish 
Tombstone: veteran flat: CPL US Army WWI   
Find A Grave record: 82613416 
Burial location: East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY 
Cemetery: Long Island National 
 
Father:  James Fisher, 1859 Ireland – 20 Apr 1900 Oakdale, Jeddo, Luzerne PA.  
Died at age 41; survived by wife & 5 children.  
Buried in St. Ann’s Parish Cemetery, Freeland, Luzerne PA. 
Find A Grave: 136711125 
 
Mother:  Ellen Roarty Fisher, Nov 1863 or 1867 [Find A Grave] Ireland – 23 Dec 1919 Jeddo, Luzerne 
PA [according to Find A Grave, died in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN but conflicts with her PA death 
certificate].  
One Ancestry.com family tree lists her as Ellen McNelis, daughter of James McNelis & Ellen Roarty 
of Ireland, as does her Find A Grave record, but her children’s birth/death records list her surname 
as Roarty.  
Daughter of John sean Roarty & Ellen Friel.  
An Ancestry.com family tree reports her birth in Meenanillar, Derrybeg, County Donegal, Ireland. 
Her obituary says she was born in Gueedare, County Donegal, Ireland. Newspapers in 1918 report 
that her son Charles landed in Buncrana, Ireland, after the sinking of the Tuscania, which was close 
to her birthplace. 
Listed as Helen on Charles’s NY death record. 
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Buried in St. Ann’s Parish Cemetery, Freeland, Luzerne PA. 
Find A Grave: 213892689 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Sophia McGinley Fisher, 1896 Ireland – 11 Oct 1968 Brooklyn, Kings NY.  
Obituary: “Hazleton (PA) Standard-Speaker” 11 Oct 1968 p 28 – Mrs. Sophia Fisher, 502 Prospect 
Pl., Brooklyn NY, a former local resident, died at her home 11 Oct 1968 after an illness of 1 month. 
Born in Ireland, daughter of the late James & Margaret (McBride) McGinley. She lived in Brooklyn 
most of her life. Her husband Charles died 1945. Survived by son James Fisher of Brooklyn & sister 
Mrs. Mary Coyle (Brooklyn NY). Funeral 15 Oct 1968 at St. Ann’s Church with burial in the parish 
cemetery. 
Tombstone in St. Ann’s Parish Cemetery, Freeland, Luzerne PA with that of Charles’s. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 101498069 
Marriage: 22 Oct 1925 Brooklyn, NYC NY – Charles J. Fisher & Sophie McGinley 
 
Children: 

• James Fisher, ca. 1927 NY. - Age 3 in 1930 census & age 13 in 1940 census. - Referred to as 
“Brother Irvin” (a Catholic religious brother?) in his father’s Sep 1944 obituary. - In 1950, 
resided as a fellow lodger with his mother in the household of widower Neal Divers. - Alive 
when his  mother died Oct 1968; name listed in her obituary as James Fisher. 

  
Siblings: Charles was the 2nd-youngest. 

• Thomas Patrick Fisher, 8 Aug 1886 Beaver Meadows, Carbon PA – 22 Aug 1967 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. - PA death record: d. 22 Aug 1967 at Mercy-Douglass 
Hospital, Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. Residence: 5543 Regent St., Philadelphia. WWI 
veteran. Serial number 2713679. Never married. Retired pipefitter. Son of James Fisher & 
Ellen Roarty. Informant: Helen Buck [i.e. Helen McNiece Buck, his niece].  Obituary: 
“Hazleton (PA) Standard-Speaker” 25 Aug 1967 p 20 – Thomas P. Fisher, 81, of 5543 Regent 
St., Philadelphia, d. 23 Aug 1967 at Mercy Douglas Hospital after a brief illness. Born in 
Beaver Meadows PA; also lived in Oakdale before moving to Philadelphia. Survived by niece 
Mrs. Helen Buck of Folcroft & nephew Joseph McNiece. His sister Mrs. Mary McNiece just 
died in Mar 1967. Buried in St. Ann’s. - Buried in St. Ann’s Parish Cemetery, Freeland, 
Luzerne PA according to PA death certificate but not on Find A Grave as of 20 Oct 2020 & 15 
Oct 2025. 

• John James Fisher, 17 or 18 Apr 1888 Beaver Meadows, Luzerne PA [or Middleport PA\ – 14 
May 1958 Hempstead, Long Island NY. – In the 1950 census a resident of Cleveland, 
Columbus PA, never married. - Obituary: “Hazleton (PA) Plain Speaker” 15 May 1958 p 16 – 
John Fisher of Farmingdale, Long Island NY, a former local resident, died yesterday morning 
[i.e. 14 May 1958] in Meadow Brook Hospital, Hempstead, Long Island NY. Born in 
Middleport NY [agrees with the WWI service card copied above], son of the late James & 
Ellen Roarty Fisher. He formerly lived in Hazleton & Jeddo PA. Survived by his brother 
Thomas Fisher & sister Mrs. Mary McNiece, both of Philadelphia. Obituary: “Hazleton (PA 
Plain Speaker” 19 May 1958 p 12 – funeral for John Fisher was held this morning at the Boyle 
Funeral Home in Hazleton PA, with a requiem funeral Mass at St. Ann’s Church, followed by 
burial in the parish cemetery. – Buried in St. Ann’s Parish Cemetery, Freeland, Luzerne PA. 
Not on Find A Grave as of 20 Oct 2020 & 15 Oct 2025. 

• Mary G. Fisher McNiece, 16 Mar 1890 Oakdale, Jeddo, Luzerne PA – 24 Mar 1967 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. - PA death record: resident of 5543 Regent St., Philadelphia 



19 
 

 

PA. Died 24 Mar 1967 at Misericordia Hospital, Philadelphia. Widowed. Husband was 
Arthur J. McNiece. Daughter of James Fisher & Ellen Roarty. Informant: Helen Buck [her 
daughter].– Mary married on 27 Feb 1928 in Bronx NY to Arthur J. McNiece (1903-1939, F; 
101569529). - Buried in St. Ann’s Parish Cemetery, Freeland, Luzerne PA. F: 101569603 

• Joseph A. Fisher, 4 Jul 1897 Oakdale, Jeddo, Luzerne PA [or 15 Apr 1896] – 1 Feb 1921 Coal, 
Northumberland PA. - WWI draft card (1917) lists his NOK as Mrs. Ellen Fisher of Jeddo PA. 
He is employed at G.B. Makle Co., #4, Jeddo PA. - But the PA death certificate for Joseph 
Fisher gives a birth date of 15 Apr 1896 PA, son of James Fisher (b. PA) & Ellen Rarety (b. 
PA), who died 1 Feb 1921 in Cool, Northumberland PA. He was an electrician, 
“electrocuted at his work” – “accident coming in contact with life wire.” The informant was 
Mrs. Joseph Fisher of Hazelton [sic] PA. Died at the Shamokin Hospital. He was buried in 
Hazelton Cemetery on 5 Feb 1921. One news story copied above. - Other story: “Scranton 
(PA) Tribune” 3 Feb 1921 p 3 – Shamokin PA – Joseph Fisher of Freeland, lineman employed 
by the PA Power & Light Co., was fatally shocked here today when he touched a high 
tension wire carrying 23,000 volts of electricity. He was at work on a tower at the local 
generating plant. He died 10 minutes after arriving at the hospital. - Had married Bertha 
Novak 6 months earlier.  The cemetery appears to be the Vine Street Cemetery (also known 
as the Hazleton Cemetery) in Hazleton, Luzerne PA but not on Find A Grave as of 20 Oct 
2020 & 15 Oct 2025.  

 
Notes: 
 
Social Security record for Charles lists parents as James Fisher & Ellen Roarty, as do the PA death 
certificates of his siblings Thomas Patrick Fisher & Mary Fisher McNiece. 
 
Wartime: 
 
From research provided by Steven Schwartz & entered onto Find A Grave 101497964: 
In the St. Mihiel (France) offensive 12 Sep 1918 to 16 Sep 1918 
In the Meuse-Argonne offensive 26 Sep 1918 to 11 Nov 1918 
 
“Greenville (PA) Record-Argus” 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – Among the PA survivors so far: Charles J. Fisher, 
Oakdale, Jeddo PA 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Brooklyn (NY) Daily Eagle” 14 Sep 1944 p 13 – Fisher, Charles J., died on 12 Sep 1944. Survived by 
wife Sophia & son Brother Irvin.  Requiem funeral mass on 15 Sep 1944 with burial in Long Island 
National Cemetery.  
 
NY Index to Death Certificates:  
Charles James Fisher, age 52, married, b. 4 Aug 1892 Beaver Meadow, Carbon PA. Resident of 130-
30 – 231st St. Died 12 Sep 1944 at the Veterans Administration Hospital, Bronx, NYC NY of 
carcinoma of the stomach. Buried in Pinelawn National Cemetery. Father James Fisher, mother 
Helen Fisher, wife Sophia Fisher. Structure maintainer. Parents b. Ireland 
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Social Security Number: 052-01-2703 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Hazle, Luzerne PA – conducted 16 Jun 1900 
Ellen Fisher, 36 Ireland, Nov 1863, widow, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1883, in US for 17 years,  
gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Thomas, 13 PA, Aug 1886, patcher, coal mine 
John, 12 PA, Apr 1888, laborer, coal mine 
Mary A., 10 PA, Mar 1890, at school 
Charles J., 7 PA, Aug 1892, at school 
Joseph, 2 PA, Jul 1899 
[Note: The parents of the children were both born in Ireland. Note that 13-year-old Thomas & 12-
year-old John work in coal mines.] 
 
1910 Hazle, Luzerne PA – conducted 25 Apr 1910 
Ellen Fisher, 44 Ireland, widow, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Thomas P., 22 PA, single, black smith, repair shop 
Joseph, 17 PA 
Charles, 18 PA, laborer, mine locomotive 
& nephew James Brogan, 17 NY, dumpman, coal breaker 
[for the Fisher children: both parents b. Ireland] 
 
1920 Hazle, Luzerne PA – Charles & his siblings – conducted 13 Jan 1920 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/34189759?tid=&pid=&queryId=d104
28d3-2ae0-4d0d-acec-30415e47e245&_phsrc=iKj30&_phstart=successSource 
Thomas Fisher, 39 PA, miner, coal mine [head of household] 
& his siblings: 
John, 36 PA, locomotive patcher, coal colliery 
Mary, 32 PA 
Charles, 27 PA, dumpman, coal colliery 
Joseph, 23 PA, jig runner, coal mine 
[both parents b. in Ireland – all are single] 
 
1930 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 297 Irving Ave. – conducted 4 Apr 1930 
Charles J. Fisher, 36 PA, parents b. Ireland, age 32 at 1st marriage, carpenter, jobbing, WWI veteran 
Sophia, 33 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, age 28 at 1st marriage 
James, 3 NY 
 
1940 Queens NY – 130-30 – 231st St. – same place in 1935 – conducted 10 Apr 1940 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2442/records/3826269?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b10
644-b290-4bb5-a127-89ebfd3742ee&_phsrc=iKj39&_phstart=successSource 
Charles Fisher, 46 PA, carpenter, B.M.T. [Brooklyn Manhattan Transfer] 
Ophie, 44 Ireland [Sophia] 
James, 13 NY 
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1950 Charles Fisher is dead 
 
1950 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 502 Prospect Place – conducted 10 Apr 1950 – the place of birth is given, 
not the state for Neal & Sophia 
Neal Divers, 67 Erie, widower 
Sophia Fisher, 54 Erie, widow [lodger] 
James Fisher, 23 NY, never married, property clerk, Armed Forces 
 
 


