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1899 NY – 1982 AK 
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“New York Daily News” Thursday 26 Nov 1931 p 322 (Brooklyn section, p 15) 
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NY, WWI service card - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/195657 
 

 
 
Veterans Administration Master Index – 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-
QH7Q?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP2W-
G2RW&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId= 
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 Anchorage AK 
 

  
Anchorage AK 
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  Anchorage AK 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/17327227 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/17327227
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/20741374/person/242174819562/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19258370?tid=20741374&pi
d=242174819562&queryId=41736b5d-ffc8-42cd-b284-
efeb84a1b503&_phsrc=cPx49598&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20741374/person/242174819562/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20741374/person/242174819562/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19258370?tid=20741374&pid=242174819562&queryId=41736b5d-ffc8-42cd-b284-efeb84a1b503&_phsrc=cPx49598&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19258370?tid=20741374&pid=242174819562&queryId=41736b5d-ffc8-42cd-b284-efeb84a1b503&_phsrc=cPx49598&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19258370?tid=20741374&pid=242174819562&queryId=41736b5d-ffc8-42cd-b284-efeb84a1b503&_phsrc=cPx49598&_phstart=successSource
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 Brooklyn NY 
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Anchorage AK – misspelled as EDMOND 
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Wife 
 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/20741374/person/242174819562/facts
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Brooklyn NY 
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 Brooklyn NY 
 

   
Misspelled as EDMOND W. Fink – Anchorage AK 
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Emma’s sister Elsa, the matron of honor at her wedding - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1114447?tid=157252914&pi
d=342068421688&queryId=3b2a7294-7548-42da-9b22-
21f134d5cc6b&_phsrc=cPx49619&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1114447?tid=157252914&pid=342068421688&queryId=3b2a7294-7548-42da-9b22-21f134d5cc6b&_phsrc=cPx49619&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1114447?tid=157252914&pid=342068421688&queryId=3b2a7294-7548-42da-9b22-21f134d5cc6b&_phsrc=cPx49619&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1114447?tid=157252914&pid=342068421688&queryId=3b2a7294-7548-42da-9b22-21f134d5cc6b&_phsrc=cPx49619&_phstart=successSource
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 Anchorage AK 
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Children 
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 Jackson MS 
Daughter Lorelei L. Fink Gelzer (1933 -  ) 
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  Anchorage AK 
 

 

 Anchorage AK – Nancy Fink Dicus in center 
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Daughter Lorelei L. Fink Gelzer (b. 1933) 
 

 
tombstone of Lorelei Fink’s husband Joseph Waring Gelzer Jr. – Find A Grave 202469758 – 
Sunset Hills Memorial Park, Bellevue, King WA 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/seattletimes/name/joseph-gelzer-
obituary?id=15389122 
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Daughter Nancy Louise Fink Dicus (b. 1935)

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/adn/name/james-dicus-obituary?id=18137561 
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 Phoenix AZ 
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 Anchorage AK 
 

 
Father 

 
 

 



27 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89M8-M9CP-
J?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQGYZ-
MSYD&action=view&cc=1999177&lang=en&groupId= 
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Age of Emil Fink is correct – he is a blacksmith (“dealer in metal”?) - 

 Brooklyn NY 
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Brooklyn NY 
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Mother 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6961/records/2354549 
 

 
 

Siblings 
 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/20741374/person/242432756153/facts  
brother Adolf Fink (1898-1898) 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6961/records/2354549
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20741374/person/242432756153/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20741374/person/242432756153/facts
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2WM5-RD4?lang=en 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/19259600 
Brother Frederick Oswald Fink (1902-1975) –  
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2WM5-RD4?lang=en
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9089/records/210242 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8750/records/1033916 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/2002722985?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=fecf49f2-1fbe-4e90-95c9-
de8b2d665594&_phsrc=cPx49576&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
WWII draft registration 15 Feb 1942 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
C341-N3S9-L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWHRM-
1KT2&action=view&cc=3288447&lang=en 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Edmund William Fink 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 250,140 
Entered service from: New York, NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Edmund Fink 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: uncle Oswald Fink, 330 E. 93rd St., NY, NY 
Returned from war on:  "Von Steuben" Sep 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Edmund Fink 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  uncle Oscar Fink, 330 E. 93rd St., NY, NY (cpl, 1st Air Park, 
Air Service) 
World War I draft registration (1917): since Edmund entered the Army on 27 Jan 1917 [before war 
was declared], he would not have registered on national registration day (5 Jun 1917) 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Edmund William Fink - b. 1 Oct 1899 Richmond Hill NY; 
res: 88-63 Elderts Ln., Woodhaven. Queens NY is crossed off & address of 173 Laurel St., West 
Haven written in, as of 7/21/43. Employment at Bristol Aeronautical Corp. & at Brooklyn Edison Co. 
is crossed off & employment at Sikorsky Helicopter, South St., CT added. NOK Louise Fink, same 
address. Height: 6’ – weight: 162 lbs. Registered 15 Feb 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 21 Jan 1917 [before war was declared] 
Discharge date not recorded 
Address:  9223 – 212th Place, Bellaire, Long Island NY 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
NY Army Card 
Edmund Fink, serial 250140, resident of NY, NY. Enlisted in the Army 27 Jan 1917 at Fort Slocum 
NY at age 18 years, 3 months. Born Richmond Hill, Long Island NY. In 15th Aero Squadron 
SC to 1 Dec 1917 – in 213th Aero Squadron to 18 Mar 1919 – in 138th Aero Squadron to 1 Jul 
1919 – in 1 Air Park to 13 Oct 1919 – in 5th Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted to private 
1st class 1 Oct 1917 – to corporal 18 Oct 1918 – back to private 26 Nov 1919. Overseas 24 
Jan 1918 to 29 Sep 1919. Discharged 4 Jun 1920 per abolishment of Regular Army Reserve. 
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Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Oct 1899 Richmond Hill, Queens, NY, NY [born 1898 according to Veterans 
Administration Master Index] 
Died: 28 Oct 1982 Anchorage, Anchorage Borough, Alaska    
Find A Grave record: 3774600, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Honolulu, Honolulu HI 
Cemetery: National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific  
Tombstone: bronze veteran plaque on mausoleum: Pvt US Army 
 
Father:  Emil (Amahl/Ameil) Fink, 1875 Germany (or Poland Russia) – 18 Dec 1910 (according to 
Edmund, in an article in the Brooklyn NY “Eagle” of Tuesday, 20 Jan 1925 p 19, which lists the 
correct death date of Emil’s wife Emma] 
Son of Frederick Fink & Henrietta Zerzik (1843-1934, F: 235031527). 
According to his declaration of intent to become a US citizen, filed 23 Nov 1900 in Queens Co. NY, 
Emil Fink, age 25, resided in the 4th Ward Borough, Queens NY. He was a citizen of Germany. 
Occupation: blacksmith. He had sailed from Hamburg, Germany, on 17 (?) Sep 1895, arriving in 
Boston MA on 5 Oct 1895.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Emma Jullenik (on Find A Grave but Gollnick/Golnick in other records) Fink,13 Feb 1875 
Russia – 25 Nov 1902 Queens Co. NY.  
Daughter of Ferdinand & Maria Jullenik.  
Buried in Maple Grove Cemetery, Kew Gardens, Queens NY [buried with her mother-in-law 
Henrietta Zerzik Fink & where her infant son Adolf Fink is buried].  
Find A Grave:  187561492 
Parents’ marriage:  in St. Paul’s Dutch Reformed Church on 29 Jan 1898, Queens NY – Emil Fink, 
age 24 & Emma Gollnick, age 23.  Residents of Richmond Hill NY. One of the witnesses was Bertha 
Gollnick. 
 
Spouse:  Louise H. Schuette Fink, 8 Sep 1909 Hoboken, Hudson NJ – 10 Sep 1996 Anchorage, 
Anchorage Borough AK 
SSN 111-16-7515 
Daughter of Frederick Schuette (Schnette) & Bertha/Beartha Hasch. One of their 4 daughters. 
In 1920, she & her sisters Hertha & Bertha are residents of the Bethlehem Home for orphans in 
Queens NY.  
According to her obituary, Edmund & Louise moved to Alaska in 1952, first residing in Anchorage & 
then moving to a log cabin in Wasilla. She was employed by the Federal Aviation Administration 
until her retirement in 1971.  
Buried in National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Honolulu, Honolulu HI.   
Spouse Find A Grave: 648377 
Marriage: 14 Nov 1931 at the VFW meeting with installation of new officers. Photograph & caption 
copied above.  
“Brooklyn (NY) Times Union” 13 Nov 1931 p 58 – A military wedding will feature the installation of 
officers of VFW Unity Post 1570 & of its women’s auxiliary tomorrow night [14 Nov 1931]. The 
wedding will be held in the auditorium of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 217th St. & 92nd Ave., Queens 
Village. The groom is Edmund W. Fink, a charter member of the post & Miss Louise Schuette. 
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Officiant is Rev. Paul B. Beard. Miss Elizabeth Schuette will be her sister’s bridesmaid, while 
Captain Charles Long the best man & Chief Petty Officer J.J. Carero will give the bride away. 
 
Schuette family:  
 
1910 Hoboken, Hudson NJ – conducted 25 Apr 1910 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7884/records/161445853 
Fred Schuette, 38 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 12 years, emigrated 1906, 
citizenship papers filed, builder, plaster on house 
Beartha Schuette, 33 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1907, gave birth to 6 
children, 4 are living 
Elsa, 12 Germany, emigrated 1907 
Harte M., 3 Germany, emigrated 1907 
Beartha, 2 NJ 
Louisa, 7 months NJ 
 
1915 NY state census – Hoboken, Hudson NJ – conducted 3 Jun 1915 
Fred Schuette, 38 Germany, Mar 1876, parents b. Germany, boss mason 
Katherine, 45 Austria, Jul 1869, parents b. Austria 
Eric, 14 Austria, Mar 1901 [i.e. Elsa] 
Helta, 8 Germany, Jun 1907 [i.e. Hertha 
Barti, 6 NJ, Jul 1908 [i.e. Bertha 
Louisa, 5 NJ, Sep 1909 
 
1920 Queens NY – Bethlehem Home [the same children’s home that Edmund lived at in the 
1910 census] – Richmond Borough, Richmond Co. NY – conducted 15 Jan 1920 – lines 5-7 
Hertha Schuette, 12 NJ 
Bertha, 11 NJ 
Louise, 10 NJ 
Their parents were born in Germany. 
 
1930 Queens NY – 62nd Ave. – conducted 25 Apr 1930 – line 77 
Louise Schuette (20 NJ, parents b. Germany, clerical work for a credit company) is the 
sister-in-law of Clarence Lange (28 NY, trucking for a general trucking company), married 
to Louise’s sister, Hertha Lange [23 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1907) & their 
2 daughters.  
 
When Edmund & Louise marry, the bride is “given away” in marriage by Chief Petty Officer 
J.J. Carero.  
The maid of honor is Louise’s sister, Miss Elizabeth Schuette. 
The matron of honor is Mrs. Carero (her married sister Elsa).  
Louise’s sister, Elsa Elizabeth Schuette Carero, born 13 Mar 1898 NY, died 1992 in San 
Diego CA. Her father’s surname was Schuette, her mother’s was Hasch. She is buried in 
St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Fort Johnson, Montgomery NY. Find A Grave 202639092. She had 
1st married George H. Thoene in NJ in 1916.  
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Children: 

• Lorelei L. Fink Gelzer, 10 Jan 1933 NYC, NY -   .  In the 1952 New Haven CT city directory, 
Lorelei L. Fink is a clerk at UICo., living at 173 Laurel. - Wife of Joseph Waring Gelzer Jr. 
(1930-2019), buried in Sunset Hills Memorial Park, Bellevue, King WA, F: 202469758. He 
shares a tombstone with wife Lorelei; her death date is not inscribed & no Find A Grave 
record as of 18 Oct 2020. - Marriage: “Jackson (MS) Clarion-Ledger” 29 Apr 1956 p 35 – 
wedding photo – Lt. & Mrs. Joseph Waring Gelzer Jr. will be at home in Jackson MS after May 
14, following his discharge from the US Air Force. Lorelei & Joseph were married in 
Anchorage Lutheran Church on 14 Apr 1956. The matron of honor was the bride’s sister, 
Mrs. James Dicus (the former Nancy Louise Fink) of Anchorage AK, formerly of New Haven 
CT. A reception was held at the Forest Park Country Club where the wedding cake was 
decorated with bride & groom kewpies that the bride’s parents used on their cake 24 years 
earlier. Mrs. Gelzer Jr. is the former Lorelei Fink, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Edmund William 
Fink of Richardson Vista, Anchorage AK. She came to the Alaska territory [not yet a state] 
with her family from West Haven CT in 1952. She attended Stone’s College in New Haven 
CT & Anchorage Community College, a branch of the U of Alaska. Joseph, the son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Joseph Waring Gelzer Sr., is a 1953 graduate of MS State College & has served 2 years 
in the Air Force. 

• Nancy Louise Fink Dicus, 18 Dec 1935 Brooklyn, NYC, NY -   . - Wife of James Henry Dicus 
(1929 MO – 2014 AZ). James died in Surprise AZ with his “sweetheart” Nancy at his side. 
Served in US Navy & Air Force. Came to AK in 1953; worked 21 years in Anchorage Fire 
Department; retired as Anchorage fire marshal in 1979. The couple had 4 sons. James is 
buried in Fort Richardson National Cemetery, Fort Richardson, Anchorage AK, F: 
134930678. His online obituary can be found at: 
https://obits.thetimesnews.com/obituaries/thetimesnews/obituary.aspx?n=james-
dicus&pid=171211578 

 
Siblings:  

• Adolf Fink, Mar 1898 NY Co. NY - 31 Jul 1898 in Queens NY of whopping cough & bronchitis 
at age 4 months. His parents lived on Clarenceville St. in Richmond Hill NY. He was buried 1 
Aug 1898 in Maple Grove Cemetery, Kew Gardens, Queens NY [where his mother is buried]. 
His NY death record lists father as Emil Fink (b. Germany) & mother Emma Fink (b. Russia). 
Information on this child agrees with the 1900 census in which Emma reports she has given 
birth to 2 children, 1 of whom is alive. – Buried in the same cemetery as his mother Emma: 
Maple Grove Cemetery, Kew Gardens, Queens NY. F: 227577750 

• Frederick Oswald Fink, 9 Sep 1902 Richmond Hill, Queens NY – 14 Nov 1975. – Born 2 
months before his mother died. – See below for the 1925 court action in which his brother 
Edmund W. Fink asked to become his legal guardian. – In 1910, a Frederick Fin, age 11 NY, 
father b. Germany, mother b. NJ (?), was a boarder in Queens NY with widow Mary Linthal 
(57 Germany) & her son Charles Linthal (25). - Served as a private in the US Army in WWII. – 
Buried in Long Island National Cemetery, East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY.  

 
Notes: 
 
When Edmund was born, his parents lived on Lexington Ave. near Chestnut St. – Amehl Fink & 
Emma Fink (age 23) on his birth registration. 
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His wartime next-of-kind, Oswald Fink, is his father’s brother. Born 28 Mar 1883 Germany (or 
Poland Russia) – died 2 or 6 Feb 1961 Queens, NY. Married to Susanna Merkl. Oswald was a 
blacksmith like his brother Emil. F: 241107518. 
 
It seems that the Bethlehem Orphanage in Queens in which Edmund Fink lives in the 1910 census 
is the same orphanage that Louise Schuette & her sisters live in at the time of the 1920 census. 
 
The Brooklyn NY “Eagle” of Tuesday, 20 Jan 1925, p 19, described the legal action taken by Edmund 
W. Fink of 9223 – 212th Place, Bellaire NY to avoid having his brother, Frederick Oswald Fink, a 
resident of Queens NY, conscripted into the Army of the Soviet Union, which considered Frederick 
a citizen. Edmund was appealing to the Queens Superior Court to act as his brother’s guardian. 
Edmund said his father had died 18 Dec 1910 & his mother had died 25 Nov 1902. Frederick was 
born 9 Sep 1902 in Richmond Hill NY, two months before his mother’s death. For some reason, 
Frederick’s birth had not been recorded. [In 2025, a NY birth record was located online through 
Ancestry.com.] Dr. William W. Scoville attested to the facts of Frederick’s birth. The date of 
Frederick’s baptismal record at St. Paul’s Reformed Church of Jamaica NY agreed with his birth 
information.  
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Brooklyn (NY) Citizen” 2 Jan 1930 p 16 – Among the new officers at the VFW Unity Post 1570 is 
bugler Edmund Fink. 
 
“Fairbanks (AK) Daily News-Miner” 3 Jun 1967 p 7 – The Alaskan Veterans of World War I will hold 
its 5th annual convention in Anchorage. Edmund Fink of Anchorage was elected judge advocate. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 050-07-2624 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Queens, Queens NY – 137 Lexington St. – conducted 7 Jun 1900 
Amiel Fink, 25 Germany, Mar 1875, parents b. Germany, married 3 years, emigrated 1894, in US for 
5 years, alien, blacksmith 
Emma, 25 Germany, Feb 1875, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 2 children, 1 is living, emigrated 
1894, in US for 5 years 
Edmond, 7 months NY 
 
1910 - Bethlehem Orphans & Half Orphans Asylum, NY – conducted 30 [month illegible] 
1910 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7884/records/19750122 
Edmund Fink, 10 NY, parents b. Germany, ward [surname indexed as Feick] 
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1920 - Mitchell Field, Nassau NY – form undated – line 25 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/90998854?tid=20741374&pi
d=242174819562&queryId=518ecce3-e317-4e4e-a1ff-
376edff9e490&_phsrc=cPx49600&_phstart=successSource 
Edmund W. Fink, 20 NY, single, parents b. US [which is then crossed off], private in the air 
service 
Some Army men are listed as “head” and then several men, listed as “son,” are beneath 
them on the form. Edmund Fink is the “son” of Frank P. Lee [who is apparently his unit 
leader] 
 
1925 NY state census – Queens NY – conducted 6 Jun 1925 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2704/records/21626251?tid=20741374&pi
d=242174819562&queryId=62075793-12cd-4e66-b0c2-
9cd851420ab0&_phsrc=cPx49604&_phstart=successSource 
Oswald Fink (42 Russia, blacksmith), his wife Susannah Fink (37 US) , their 7 children & 
Edmund W. Fink, 25 US, painter 
Oswald is his paternal uncle, listed as his wartime next-of-kin.  
 
1940 – Queens NY – 8863 Elderts Ln. – same house in 1935 – conducted 8 Apr 1940 
Edmund Fink, 40 NY, mechanic, public utility 
Louise, 30 NJ 
Lorelei, 7 NY 
Nancy, 4 NY 
Bertha Schuette, 31 NJ, single, file clerk, publisher, same house in 1935 [listed as “sister,” 
but sister of Louise Schuette Fink] 
& boarder Chas. Leace, 40 NY, clerk, brokerage, same place in 1935 
 
1950 West Haven, New Haven CT – form is undated 
Edmund W. Fink, 50 NY, sprayer, sign manufacturing company 
Louisa H., 41 NJ, clerk, dress shop 
Lorelei L., 17 NY 
Nancy, 14 NY 
 
 
 


