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TUSCANIA 

Ferris, James  
1888 MA – 1945 NE 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-
Q3YS?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQR3D-

JHW2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId= 
  

 

 

Return from WWI on “Santa Paula” -  serial 250723 - https://www.fold3.com/sub-
image/627774308/ferris-james-us-army-wwi-transport-service-passenger-lists-1918-
1919?terms=james,incoming,ferris 
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WWI draft registration - https://www.fold3.com/image/561144035/ferris-james-page-1-us-wwi-
draft-registration-cards-1917-1918 
 
 

 Omaha NE 
 

https://www.fold3.com/image/561144035/ferris-james-page-1-us-wwi-draft-registration-cards-1917-1918
https://www.fold3.com/image/561144035/ferris-james-page-1-us-wwi-draft-registration-cards-1917-1918
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 Omaha NE 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62095/records/542600?tid=&pid=&queryId=56472
26e-3628-4ea1-a484-141e014bfab3&_phsrc=cPx49469&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/13759814?tid=&pid=&queryId=99d
a5ae5-6597-4c5d-b244-30eca7a7cf0c&_phsrc=cPx49471&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62095/records/542600?tid=&pid=&queryId=5647226e-3628-4ea1-a484-141e014bfab3&_phsrc=cPx49469&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62095/records/542600?tid=&pid=&queryId=5647226e-3628-4ea1-a484-141e014bfab3&_phsrc=cPx49469&_phstart=successSource
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WWII draft registration - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/16194313 
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Life: 

 

  
Cincinnati OH 
 
 



7 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



8 
 

 

 
  
 
 

 

 Grand Island NE 
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 Omaha NE 
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Wife 
 

 
Omaha NE 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62096/records/813301?tid=&pid=&queryId=d2158
98e-f6a0-4a8e-8f26-f48e1c3206c5&_phsrc=cPx49482&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62096/records/813301?tid=&pid=&queryId=d215898e-f6a0-4a8e-8f26-f48e1c3206c5&_phsrc=cPx49482&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62096/records/813301?tid=&pid=&queryId=d215898e-f6a0-4a8e-8f26-f48e1c3206c5&_phsrc=cPx49482&_phstart=successSource
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Wartime next-of-kin Clarence Augustine Wortham Sr. 

 

 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/291872926/ 
 

 Mansfield OH 
 

 Billings MT 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/291872926/
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 Moline IL 
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 Macomb IL 
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Rock Island IL 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: James Ferris 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - cook 
Serial number: 250,723 
Entered service from: Danville, Vermilion IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James Ferris 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  friend C.A. Wortham, Danville IL 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
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Sailed on return ship as: James Ferris 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend Clarence Wortham, Billboard, Cincinnati OH (pvt, 
18th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as James Ferris – b. 26 Nov 1888 Summerville MA; res: 16 S. 
Vermilion, Danville IL. Single, Laborer, C.A. Wortham Shows, en route. Mailing address: General 
Delivery, Billings MT. Medium height, slender build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  Danville IL (Reverend)  
World War II draft registration (1942): as James Ferris – b. 6 Nov 1888 Summerville MA; res: 622 S. 
20th, Omaha, Douglas NE. Contact: Mr. Gillin, American Legion, City Hall, Omaha NE. Not 
employed. “fingers on left hand gone” – Height: 5’7” – 140 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: serial 250723 
Enlisted 20 Dec 1917 – discharged 9 Jun 1919 
Enlisted 10 Dec 1920 – discharged 27 Jul 1921 
Enlisted 7 Nov 1921 – discharged 16 Apr 1922  
Address:  3610 Sacramento St., El Paso TX 
Rank/unit: private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers – Co. C, 82nd Field Artillery 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 26 Nov 1888 Somerville, Middlesex MA   
Died: 19 Nov 1945 Omaha, Douglas NE (found dead on the street, described as a transient) 
Find A Grave: 287804795 (created 10 Oct 2025) 
Burial location: Omaha, Douglas NE 
Cemetery: Westlawn-Hillcrest Memorial Park 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Asa Ferris (according to his Social Security record) 
 
Mother: Jane Giles Ferris (according to his Social Security record) 
 
Spouse: Anna Perchal [Prchal?] Ferris, ca. 1887 NE (based on 1930 census) – 
Marriage: obtained marriage license in Omaha, Douglas NE in Jul 1923. Both were residents of 
Omaha. James Ferris was age 36 and Anna Perchal was age 37. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:   
 
Notes: 
 
James Ferris was employed when he registered for the WWI draft in 1917 by C.A. Wortham. 
Clarence Augustine Wortham Sr., 14 Oct 1882 Paris, Lamar TX – 24 Sep 1922 Cincinnati, Hamilton 
OH, is buried in Spring Hill Cemetery & Mausoleum, Danville, Vermilion IL, F: 46915842. He 
operated a traveling variety show. 
 
James listed friend C.A. Wortham as his next-of-kin contact on his voyages to & from WWI.  
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Wartime: 
 
“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – James Ferris, Danville IL, a Tuscania survivor 
 
Post-war: 
 
According to the 1930 census, James Ferris was a janitor at the county courthouse [i.e. Douglas 
Co. NE]  
 
In Jan 1930, he loses the fingers on his left hand when he pounds on the door of a neighbor woman 
who does not let him in. He is found lying on her porch with frostbitten fingers and face. His 27 Apr 
1942 WWII draft registration notes that the fingers on his left hand are “gone.”  
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 507-22-4269 
 
Censuses: 
 
Might this be him? 
1910 Chicago, Cook IL – conducted Apr 1910 – line 11 
Found at: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RNV-
GX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMKZ8-
S6V&action=view&cc=1727033&lang=en&groupId= 
James Ferris, 21 MA, parents b. MA, single, salesman, electrical supplies 
Roomer with Rose Begue & 8 other roomers 
 
1930 Omaha, Douglas NE – 1418 Elm St. – conducted 9 Apr 1930 
James Ferris, 45 MA, parents b. MA, age 36 at 1st marriage, janitor, county court house 
Anna, 43 NE, parents b. Czechoslovakia, age 34 at 1st marriage [wife] 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RNV-GX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMKZ8-S6V&action=view&cc=1727033&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RNV-GX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMKZ8-S6V&action=view&cc=1727033&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RNV-GX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMKZ8-S6V&action=view&cc=1727033&lang=en&groupId=

