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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/1395102/person/242106877287/media/5ce5d689-6c5a-46ea-8e3f-
6301c0ffb491?_phsrc=hFB3647&_phstart=successSource 
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Soldiers of the Great War - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61470/images/7399-3-16-
0249?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=869b924ea5245f525184f35e1183d5e5&usePUB=true&

_phsrc=hFB3661&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=67733 
 

 
TX, WWI service record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-Z31Y-

5?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
JP4N&action=view&cc=2202707&lang=en 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61470/images/7399-3-16-0249?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=869b924ea5245f525184f35e1183d5e5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB3661&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=67733
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61470/images/7399-3-16-0249?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=869b924ea5245f525184f35e1183d5e5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB3661&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=67733
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61470/images/7399-3-16-0249?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=869b924ea5245f525184f35e1183d5e5&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB3661&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=67733
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Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-

QWMX-P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPR7-
81P9&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

 

 
US, WWI American Expeditionary Forces Deaths, 1917-1919 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92W-
7?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHZ-JTGW 

 

Life 
 

 

 

Excerpts -  Fort Worth TX 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92W-7?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHZ-JTGW
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92W-7?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHZ-JTGW
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Waco TX 

 
 
 

 

 Bryan TX 
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Fort Worth TX 
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Mother: 
 

  Houston TX 
This obituary omits son William, but he is included in the obituary below – children May, Jodie & 

Julia are dead & Dovie is presumed dead 
 

 

 Houston TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22548895?tid=1395102&pid=242106
877322&queryId=33f42f2f-22c9-4ddb-85ae-

46e6ba8fd7cc&_phsrc=cPx49373&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/6402392 

 
                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22548895?tid=1395102&pid=242106877322&queryId=33f42f2f-22c9-4ddb-85ae-46e6ba8fd7cc&_phsrc=cPx49373&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22548895?tid=1395102&pid=242106877322&queryId=33f42f2f-22c9-4ddb-85ae-46e6ba8fd7cc&_phsrc=cPx49373&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22548895?tid=1395102&pid=242106877322&queryId=33f42f2f-22c9-4ddb-85ae-46e6ba8fd7cc&_phsrc=cPx49373&_phstart=successSource
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Siblings: 
 

 

 

Sister Carrie Lee Ferguson Hollis (1885-1973) -  Houston TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/1575949?tid=&pid=&queryId=9abab

657-8c73-4b13-aed1-6eb8303b0f7b&_phsrc=cPx49380&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

                        

Sister Birdie Grace Ferguson Shilling (1895-1972) -  Houston TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/67774?tid=&pid=&queryId=a0a842a

e-3ebc-4933-81cf-02d7947c53c4&_phsrc=cPx49392&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother William Mack Ferguson (1897-1972) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/192050?tid=&pid=&queryId=e02667

4b-b3de-4627-9255-2b84d16c06d4&_phsrc=cPx49396&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/21177007 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/3428623 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/17107694 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/3428623
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/17107694
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sister (twin) Junie Belle Ferguson Bellamy (1899-1980) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/1336751?tid=&pid=&queryId=d0a64
229-c2ab-4256-83fb-f6934062eee8&_phsrc=cPx49404&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 

 Galveston TX 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/1336751?tid=&pid=&queryId=d0a64229-c2ab-4256-83fb-f6934062eee8&_phsrc=cPx49404&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/1336751?tid=&pid=&queryId=d0a64229-c2ab-4256-83fb-f6934062eee8&_phsrc=cPx49404&_phstart=successSource
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Jodie M. Ferguson 
Name variations: Jodel M. Ferguson (on Tuscania passenger list) 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number: 251,530 
Entered service from:  Timpson, Shelby TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Jodel M. Ferguson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Ada Ferguson, Tompson [sic/Timpson] TX 
Body returned from war on: "Crook" leaving Antwerp, Belgium, 18 Dec 1921 
Body listed on return ship as:  Jodie M. Ferguson 
Rank:  pvt, Co. L, 9th Inf 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Jodie Ferguson - b. 6 Jan 1888 Tenaha TX; res: Gary, Shelby 
TX. Farming for self. Mother dependent on him. Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Born 6 Jan 1888 – died 6 Jun 1918 
No enlistment or discharge date 
Address: Timpson TX 
Rank/unit: Co. G, 9th Infantry 
 
TX, WWI Military Record: 
Jodie M. Ferguson, serial 251530, resident of Gary, Shelby TX. Inducted at Center TX on 19 Sep 1917 
at age 29 years 9 months. In Co. A, 15th Battalion, 165th Depot Brigade to 31 Mar 1918 – in Co. 6, 2nd 
Battalion, 1 Tng. Regiment DD 1st Corps to 17 Apr 1918 – in Co. L, 9th Infantry to death. Rank: 
private. In Battle of the Aisne. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 6 Jun 1918. Died of wounds 6 Jun 1918. 
Notified of death: mother Mrs. Ada Ferguson of Timpson TX 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 6 Jan 1888 Tenaha/Joaquin Co. TX  
Died: 8 Jun 1918 France (early reports said severely wounded, then changed to died of wounds)  
Find A Grave record: 28558107, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower.  
A request to change the incorrect text – that he was injured on the Tuscania on 3 Jun 1918 – was not 
done by the site’s contributor when it was requested two times, the second time on 16 Oct 2020. 
Burial location: Joaquin, Shelby TX 
Cemetery: Joaquin 
Tombstone:  tombstone: He Died in the Service of His Country 
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Father:  Joseph A. (Joe) Ferguson, Mar 1861 LA – 1900 Joaquin, Shelby TX.  
Son of Joel Brisbane Ferguson Sr. (1817-1881, F: 47983846) & Mary Ann (Polly) Short (1825-1866, F; 
121251195).  
Buried in Joaquin Cemetery, Joaquin, Shelby TX. 
Find A Grave: 32658370 
 
Mother:  Ada A. Risinger Ferguson, 4 Mar 1868 Tenaha, Shelby TX – 1940 (date on tombstone, but 1 
Jun 1941 Houston, Harris TX on TX death certificate & in “Houston Post” Monday 2 Jun 1941 p 3 
obituary).  
Daughter of Leroy McDuffy Risinger & Julia Ann Wise [also found as Miles & Rize).  
Died at her home at 7008 Myrtle in Houston TX at age 74 years, 2 months, 28 days, of coronary 
thrombosis. A widow who worked as a domestic. Death certificate gives birth as 4 Mar 181867 [sic] 
Tenaha TX.  
Buried in Joaquin Cemetery, Joaquin, Shelby TX. 
Find A Grave: 32658319 
Parents’ marriage: 20 Nov 1884 Shelby Co. TX 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Jodie was the 2nd-oldest child 

• Carrie Lee Ferguson Hollis, 6 Dec 1885 Tenaha, Shelby T [6 Dec 1888 on tombstone, but 
she is the oldest child, and Jodie was the 2nd child, born 1888] – 19 Dec 1973 Harris Co. TX. - 
Wife of Fox Henry Henderson Hollis (1879-1965, F: 159962406) whom she married 14 Dec 
1905 in Shelby Co. TX.  – Died of a cardiovascular accident. - Buried in San Jacinto Memorial 
Park, Houston, Harris TX. F: 159962629 

• May Carmen Ferguson Rogers, May 1890 (1900 census) or May 1900 (Find A Grave) Shelby 
Co. TX – 1914 Center, Shelby TX. - Wife of Porter Field Rogers (1883-1972, F:  120322418                         
) with whom she had a daughter, Hazel Alice Rogers (later Riley) (1911-1960, F: 120322381). 
Porter’s surname sometimes is spelled Rodgers. He is buried as Porter F. Rogers in Forest 
Lawn Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. – May Rogers is buried in Joaquin Cemetery, Joaquin, 
Shelby TX. F: 84290334 

• Dovie Ferguson, Sep 1892 TX (1900 census) -    . – Alive as of the 1910 census, conducted 28 
Apr 1910. Not mentioned in her mother’s Jun 1941 obituary. 

• Birdie Grace Ferguson Shilling Lee, reverted to Shilling, 5 Jun 1895 Tenaha, Shelby TX – 2 Jul 
1972 Houston, Harris TX. - Wife of Marcus Eugene Shilling (1888-1936, F:  65719468) whom 
she married in 1913. – Birdie Grace Shilling obtained a marriage license in Houston, Harris 
TX with Ray Smith in Nov 1942. Divorce action was filed Nov 1948 in the same location & 
was granted May 1949, also in Houston, Harris TX. In the interim between obtaining the 
marriage license & the divorce, she appears in newspaper articles with the surname 
Shilling. - Died of pancreatic cancer. - Buried in Forest Park Lawndale Cemetery, Houston, 
Harris TX. F: 65719467 

• William Mack Ferguson, 20 Feb 1897 (Jan 1897 in 1900 census) Tenaha, Shelby TX – 27 Nov 
1972 Houston, Harris TX. - Was a private in the US Army in WWII. - Pipefitter. Died at 7301 
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Hemlock, Houston TX of a cerebrovascular accident. – Never married. - Buried in Forest 
Park Lawndale Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 65719334 

• Junie Belle (Jesse Junia) Ferguson Bellamy, 4 Nov 1899 Tenaha, Shelby TX (twin of Julia) – 30 
Jul 1980 Webster, Harris TX. - Wife of Thomas Allen Bellamy (1898-1981, F: 657192801) 
whom she married in 1919 in TX. - Obituary: “Galveston (TX) Daily News” 1 Aug 1980 p 4 – 
Funeral for Junie Belle Bellamy, 1873 Dolphin, Seabrook TX will be held today at Forest Park 
Lawndale Cemetery, followed by interment. Died Wed., 30 Jul 1980 at the Coastal Care 
Center in Webster TX. Housewife. Formerly a Houston resident. Survived by husband T.A. 
Bellamy of Seabrook, 1 son, 2 daughters. No siblings listed. - Buried in Forest Park 
Lawndale Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX.  F: 65719279 

• Julia Ann Ferguson, 4 Nov 1899 Tenaha, Shelby TX [twin of Junie/Jesse] – 1911. - Buried in 
Joaquin Cemetery, Joaquin, Shelby TX. F: 84283527 

 
Notes: 
 
Family tree at: https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LXMQ-NNX/junie-belle-ferguson-1899-1980 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Austin (TX) American” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – listed as a Tuscania survivor: Jodel M. Ferguson, Timpson 
TX 
 
“El Paso (TX) Herald” 17 Jun 1918 p 2 – on the casualty list today: severely wounded – Jodie M. 
Ferguson, Timpson TX 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Joaquin, Shelby TX – date census was conducted not filled in, has printed-on-form date of Jun 
1900 – Joseph died in 1900 
Joseph A. Ferguson, 39 LA, Mar 1861, father b. LA, mother b. MS, married 15 years, farmer 
Ada, 32 TX, Mar 1868, parents b. AL, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Cassie, 14 TX, Dec 1885 [Carrie] 
Jodie, 12 TX, Jan 1888 
May, 10 TX, May 1890 
Dovie, 7 TX, Sep 1892 
Bertie, 5 TX, Jan 1895 [Birdie] 
Willie M., 3 TX, Jan 1897 
Jessie/Jessee, 0 TX, Nov 1899 [Junie] [twin sister of Julia] 
Julia, 0 TX, Nov 1899 [twin sister of Jessie] 
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1910 Justice Precinct 3, Hunt Co. TX – conducted 28 Apr 1910 
Ada Ferguson, 42 TX, widow, father b. AL, mother b. SC, farmer, general farming, gave birth to 8 
children, 8 are living 
Jodie, 22 TX, farmer, home farm 
Dovie, 17 TX 
Bertie, 15 TX 
Willie, 12 TX 
Julia, 10 TX 
Junia, 10 TX 
[for the children: father b. MS, mother b. TX] 
On the same page is the entry for May Ferguson Rogers (Ada’s daughter) & her husband Porter F. 
Rogers. Her age is 19, b. TX. They have 2 children & have been married 6 years. 
 
1920 – Jodie was dead 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 7, Shelby Co. TX – conducted 21-23 Apr 1920 
Ada Ferguson, 52 TX, father b. AL, mother b. SC, widow, farmer, general farm 
Willie Ferguson, 23 TX, father b. MS, mother b. TX, single [son] 
Hazel R. Rogers, 8 TX, parents b. TX [granddaughter] 
Madie Rogers, 5 TX, parents b. TX [granddaughter] 
 
1930 Precinct 2, Harris Co. TX – conducted 4 Apr 1930 – line 99 
Ada Ferguson, 62 TX, father b. AL, mother b. TX, age 17 at 1st marriage, widow 
Hazel, 19 TX, parents b. TX, single [granddaughter] 
Madie, 16 TX, parents b. TX, single [granddaughter] 
 
1940 Houston, Harris TX – his mother, brother, sister – same place in 1935 – conducted 30 Apr 1940 
Bertie C. Shilling, 45 TX, widow [head of household] 
J. Mayfield Shilling, 21 TX, single, inspector, building material company [son] 
Ada A. Ferguson, 72 TX, widow [mother] 
William M. Ferguson, 43 TX, single, owner, filling station [brother] 
 
 


