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TUSCANIA 

       
 

Fenley, Robert E. Lee 
1887 TX – 1945 TX 

 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index -  https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-

CS1N-QHCN-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPJN-
8X69&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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TX, WWI service card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-Q3DQ-

6?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2SB-
Z4FT&action=view&cc=2202707&lang=en 

 

 
WWI draft registration - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005152508_05523?pId=168767
04 
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TX Death Certificate – R.E. (Bob) Fenley, resident of Keltys, Angelina TX, d. 18 May 1945 at age 58 
years of a coronary occlusion, with a duration of 30 minutes. “Diagnosis made from history. I did 

not see the patient.” A sawyer for Angelina County Lumber Co., b. 17 Oct 1886 Angelina Co. TX. Son 
of W.T. Fenley (b.. Angelina Co. TX) & Caroline Williams (b. TX). Informant: Mrs. Jessie Fenley of 

Keltys. Burial in Gann Cemetery. 
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This is an erroneous record - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737904883/facts?_phsrc=cPx49299&_phstart=successSour
ce 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062272-

01336?pId=22315122 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737904883/facts?_phsrc=cPx49299&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737904883/facts?_phsrc=cPx49299&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737904883/facts?_phsrc=cPx49299&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062272-01336?pId=22315122
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062272-01336?pId=22315122
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Life 
 

 

 Houston TX 
 
 

 

 
“Houston (TX) Post” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Houston TX 

 

 
 

Wife: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/18912038?tid=20053380&pid=20219

5386038&queryId=0afe1d0a-4553-44ca-959f-
baac0db86565&_phsrc=cPx49311&_phstart=successSource  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/18912038?tid=20053380&pid=202195386038&queryId=0afe1d0a-4553-44ca-959f-baac0db86565&_phsrc=cPx49311&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/18912038?tid=20053380&pid=202195386038&queryId=0afe1d0a-4553-44ca-959f-baac0db86565&_phsrc=cPx49311&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/18912038?tid=20053380&pid=202195386038&queryId=0afe1d0a-4553-44ca-959f-baac0db86565&_phsrc=cPx49311&_phstart=successSource
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 Long Beach CA 
 

 
This is an erroneous record – Barbara Fenley is the only child list who is the daughter of Robert & 

Jessie (Faircloth) Fenley – Gaylord, James, Donnis & Dorothy are the children of William Deed 
Fenley & Jessie Joe Odum - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737904883/facts?_phsrc=cPx49299&_phstart=successSour
ce 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737904883/facts?_phsrc=cPx49299&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737904883/facts?_phsrc=cPx49299&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737904883/facts?_phsrc=cPx49299&_phstart=successSource
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Daughter: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/7470323?tid=43112902&pid=127492

20922&queryId=46e4599e-42e2-4a22-a7db-
2d4a469d1ff0&_phsrc=cPx49308&_phstart=successSource 

Daughter Barbara Conley Fenley Turner (1922-1981)  
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/38394290 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/7470323?tid=43112902&pid=12749220922&queryId=46e4599e-42e2-4a22-a7db-2d4a469d1ff0&_phsrc=cPx49308&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/7470323?tid=43112902&pid=12749220922&queryId=46e4599e-42e2-4a22-a7db-2d4a469d1ff0&_phsrc=cPx49308&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/7470323?tid=43112902&pid=12749220922&queryId=46e4599e-42e2-4a22-a7db-2d4a469d1ff0&_phsrc=cPx49308&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/38394290
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Gardena CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5186/records/21468459 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5186/records/21468459
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20053380/person/202195386856/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20053380/person/202195386856/facts 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20053380/person/202195386856/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20053380/person/202195386856/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3998/images/43866_3421606203_0579-

01540?pId=2395725 
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Siblings: 

 
Brother Milton Jones Fenley (1875-1941) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/43112902/person/12737892190/media/c8151e42-7721-4d1c-bd0a-33a5074ad2d1 
 

 
Milton Jones Fenley - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/a119c49f-3843-4360-bf9c-
2cad2b675125?queryId=2b872462-c4cf-4a2d-a4e2-

f0bff60065ea&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=c
Px49331&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/43112902/person/12737892190/media/c8151e42-7721-4d1c-bd0a-33a5074ad2d1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/43112902/person/12737892190/media/c8151e42-7721-4d1c-bd0a-33a5074ad2d1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/a119c49f-3843-4360-bf9c-2cad2b675125?queryId=2b872462-c4cf-4a2d-a4e2-f0bff60065ea&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49331&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/a119c49f-3843-4360-bf9c-2cad2b675125?queryId=2b872462-c4cf-4a2d-a4e2-f0bff60065ea&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49331&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/a119c49f-3843-4360-bf9c-2cad2b675125?queryId=2b872462-c4cf-4a2d-a4e2-f0bff60065ea&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49331&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/a119c49f-3843-4360-bf9c-2cad2b675125?queryId=2b872462-c4cf-4a2d-a4e2-f0bff60065ea&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49331&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/a119c49f-3843-4360-bf9c-2cad2b675125?queryId=2b872462-c4cf-4a2d-a4e2-f0bff60065ea&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49331&_phstart=successSource
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Milton Jones Fenley (far right) & wife Flora Jane Perkins (2nd from right) – people not identified 

individually at this link but Milton & Flora identified in a separate entry - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/25636f5d-87fa-4249-8488-
2645cb7f256a?queryId=feb3f87b-a12c-4306-93af-

06261d42cbd9&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=
cPx49332&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/25636f5d-87fa-4249-8488-2645cb7f256a?queryId=feb3f87b-a12c-4306-93af-06261d42cbd9&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49332&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/25636f5d-87fa-4249-8488-2645cb7f256a?queryId=feb3f87b-a12c-4306-93af-06261d42cbd9&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49332&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/25636f5d-87fa-4249-8488-2645cb7f256a?queryId=feb3f87b-a12c-4306-93af-06261d42cbd9&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49332&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/25636f5d-87fa-4249-8488-2645cb7f256a?queryId=feb3f87b-a12c-4306-93af-06261d42cbd9&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49332&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/25636f5d-87fa-4249-8488-2645cb7f256a?queryId=feb3f87b-a12c-4306-93af-06261d42cbd9&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49332&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/9e47f1c6-d36c-455c-9cc0-
bb6b3308af75?queryId=b5660bd1-de34-47d7-9997-

2f6b28d7958e&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=
cPx49334&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/9e47f1c6-d36c-455c-9cc0-bb6b3308af75?queryId=b5660bd1-de34-47d7-9997-2f6b28d7958e&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49334&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/9e47f1c6-d36c-455c-9cc0-bb6b3308af75?queryId=b5660bd1-de34-47d7-9997-2f6b28d7958e&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49334&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/9e47f1c6-d36c-455c-9cc0-bb6b3308af75?queryId=b5660bd1-de34-47d7-9997-2f6b28d7958e&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49334&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/9e47f1c6-d36c-455c-9cc0-bb6b3308af75?queryId=b5660bd1-de34-47d7-9997-2f6b28d7958e&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49334&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/19253980/person/18007987501/media/9e47f1c6-d36c-455c-9cc0-bb6b3308af75?queryId=b5660bd1-de34-47d7-9997-2f6b28d7958e&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892190&_phsrc=cPx49334&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062441-

03044?pId=23292561 
brother William Hicks Fenley (1877-1954) 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/286881?tid=43112902&pid=1279247

3885&queryId=75a05e69-4c76-49a2-ab3d-
6acee7e897cf&_phsrc=cPx49338&_phstart=successSource 
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Brothers Augustus Melvin Fenley (left) & Green K. Fenley (right) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/43112902/person/12737892192/media/0bbc524c-8c59-4cf2-9237-3566e51c1738 

 
Augustus (left) & Green (right) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/43112902/person/12737892193/media/ae26fa92-2c31-4157-860b-
254763390df3?queryId=f3366abf-575b-45aa-a778-

bf7b955aeed6&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12737892193&_phsrc=
cPx49341&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/43112902/person/12737892192/media/0bbc524c-8c59-4cf2-9237-3566e51c1738
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/43112902/person/12737892192/media/0bbc524c-8c59-4cf2-9237-3566e51c1738
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Brother Green K. Fenley (1881-1957) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062507-

02411?pId=23841278 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737892193/facts 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062507-02411?pId=23841278
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062507-02411?pId=23841278
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12737892193/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/43112902/person/12792473890/facts 

brother Augustus Melvin (Gus) Fenley (1885-1939) 
 

 

 Alexandria LA 
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Alexandria LA 
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 New Roads LA 
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 Alexandria LA 
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 New Roads LA 
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New Roads LA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005152066_04593?pId=280273

03 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005152066_04593?pId=28027303
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005152066_04593?pId=28027303
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New Roads LA 
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Brother James Calloway Fenley (1890-1962) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062610-

02525?pId=22270392 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/14560231/person/130000150503/media/d176e782-c3d4-4e20-b82e-
d39f52a2e994?queryId=9f3d7526-a262-40a2-84e5-

bc95f20f2aca&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12792473892&_phsrc=c
Px49347&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062610-02525?pId=22270392
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062610-02525?pId=22270392
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/14560231/person/130000150503/media/d176e782-c3d4-4e20-b82e-d39f52a2e994?queryId=9f3d7526-a262-40a2-84e5-bc95f20f2aca&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12792473892&_phsrc=cPx49347&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/14560231/person/130000150503/media/d176e782-c3d4-4e20-b82e-d39f52a2e994?queryId=9f3d7526-a262-40a2-84e5-bc95f20f2aca&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12792473892&_phsrc=cPx49347&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/14560231/person/130000150503/media/d176e782-c3d4-4e20-b82e-d39f52a2e994?queryId=9f3d7526-a262-40a2-84e5-bc95f20f2aca&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12792473892&_phsrc=cPx49347&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/14560231/person/130000150503/media/d176e782-c3d4-4e20-b82e-d39f52a2e994?queryId=9f3d7526-a262-40a2-84e5-bc95f20f2aca&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12792473892&_phsrc=cPx49347&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/14560231/person/130000150503/media/d176e782-c3d4-4e20-b82e-d39f52a2e994?queryId=9f3d7526-a262-40a2-84e5-bc95f20f2aca&searchContextTreeId=43112902&searchContextPersonId=12792473892&_phsrc=cPx49347&_phstart=successSource
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 Tyler TX 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062837-

02681?pId=534995 
Brother DeWitt Talmadge Fenley (1893-1971) –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/151661098/person/282347300118/facts 

 

 

 Tyler TX 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/151661098/person/282347300118/facts
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Tyler TX 

 

 

 
brother Zachariah Phillip Fenley (1894-1958) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062525-
01648?pId=22834488 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062525-01648?pId=22834488
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062525-01648?pId=22834488
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Bryan TX 

 

 
Bryan TX 

 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Robert E. Lee Fenley 
Name variations: Bob Fenley, R.E. Fenley – family name also found as FINLEY 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number: 250,735 
Entered service from: Pollok, Angelina TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  as Robt. E. Lee Fenley (Fold3, p. 406) & Robert E. Lee Fenley (p. 493) – 
variations on two versions of Tuscania passenger list 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father W.T. Fenley, Pollock TX 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Robert E.L. Fenley 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William F. Fenley, Pollack TX (sgt, 18th Co., 20th Engrs)  
 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Robert E. Lee Fenley - b. 17 Oct 1887 Lufkin TX; res: Kiltys, 
Lufkin TX. Single. Sawyer, San Augustine Lumber Co., Keltys TX. Medium height & build. Top line 
appears to read surname FINLEY [and is indexed as such] but is signed FENLEY. 
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World War II draft registration (1942): as Robert E. Lee Fenley - b. 15 Oct 1887 Pollok TX; res: Keltys, 
Angelina TX. NOK Zacharia Fenley, Keltys T. Employed at Angelina County Lumber Co., Keltys, 
Angelina TX. Height: 5’10” – weight: 140 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Robert E. Lee Fenley & Robert Lee E. Fenley (alternatives) 
Enlisted 5 Aug 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address: Keltys TX 
Rank/unit: sergeant, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
TX, WWI Military Card: 
R(obert) E. Fenley, serial 250735, resident of Keltys, Angelina TX. Entered into the National Guard in 
Lufkin TX 19 Jun 1917 at age 29 years, 8 months. Born Angelina Co. T. In Co. M, 5th Infantry, TX 
National Guard to 15 Oct 1917 – in Co. D, 143rd Infantry to --- - in 18th Co., 20th Engineers to 
discharge. Promoted to private 1st class 5 Aug 1917 – to corporal 5 Oct 1917 – to sergeant 1 Apr 
1919. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 28 Mar 1919. Discharged 11 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Oct 1887 Pollok, Angelina TX or 17 Oct 1886  
Died: 18 Mar 1945 Keltys, Angelina TX   
Find A Grave record: 47180852, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Pollok, Angelina TX 
Cemetery: Gann 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  William Toliver (“Tol”) Fenley, 6 Nov 1850 TX – 22 Aug 1928 Redland, Angelina TX.  
Son of William Norris Fenley/Finley & Adaline Hicks.  
Born in Fenley Flat near Pollok, Angelina TX. 
Buried in Gann Cemetery, Pollok, Angelina TX. 
Find A Grave: 55208332 
 
Mother:  Nancy Caroline (“Callie”) Williams Fenley, 5 Aug 1851 TX – 17 Dec 1906 Pollok, Angelina 
TX.  
Buried in Gann Cemetery, Pollok, Angelina TX. 
Find A Grave: 47180894 
Parents’ marriage: 14 Feb 1874 Homer, Angelina TX 
 
Spouse:  Jessie Lee Faircloth Fenley, 24 Sep 1895 Magnolia Springs, Jasper TX – 23 Jun 1985 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.  
Canada death record gives death date of 24 Jun 1985.  
Daughter of Joshua Rayford (J.R.) Faircloth & Ida Susan Parker.  
Buried in Gann Cemetery, Pollok, Angelina TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 47181433 
Marriage: 22 Dec 1919 Angelina Co. TX 
 
Children: 

• Barbara Carolyn Fenley Turner, 24 Mar 1922 Angelina Co. TX – 10 Aug 1981 Santa Monica, 
Los Angeles Co. CA. - SSN 452-24-5697 - Married William Ormiston Turner (2 Feb 1920 
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Lethbridge, Ontario, Canada – 12 Jan 1981 Los Angeles Co. CA) on 3 Nov 1956 in Los 
Angeles Co. CA. He was age 36, she was age 34. William’s middle name is spelled 
Orminston on his naturalization papers.   

 
Siblings: Robert was the 5th of 8 sons. 

• Milton Jones (“Mit”) Fenley, Sr., 19 Nov 1875 Pollok, Angelina TX – 1 May 1941 Redland (or 
Pollok), Angelina TX. – Name also found as Milton James Fenley and nickname as “Matt.” - 
Husband of Flora Jane Perkins (1876-1970, F: 55207905) whom he married 23 Feb 1898 in 
Lufkin, Angelina TX. - Buried in Gann Cemetery, Pollok, Angelina TX. F: 55207228 

• William Hicks (“Bill”) Fenley, 9 Apr 1877 Angelina Co. TX – 28 Apr 1954 Lufkin, Angelina TX. - 
Husband of Lillie Ozark Tillery (1881-1954, F: 62510689) whom he married 11 Aug 1897 in 
Angelina Co. TX. He was listed as W.H. Fenley & she as L.O. Tillery. - Farmer; died of 
prostate cancer. - Buried in Gann Cemetery, Pollok, Angelina TX. F: 55208543 

• Green K. Fenley, 15 Sep 1881 Angelina Co. TX – 15 Aug 1957 Pollok, Angelina TX. - Husband 
of Zora Lee Burns (1888-1951, F: 47181315) whom he married 24 Dec 1903 in Angelina Co. 
TX. - Died of terminal pneumonia due to Parkinson’s disease. - Buried in Gann Cemetery, 
Pollok, Angelina TX. F: 47181315 

• Augustus M. (“A.M.”/”Gus”) Fenley, 5 Feb 1885 Angelina Co. TX – 13 Nov 1939 Rapides 
Parish LA. -  Also known as Melvin A. Fenley. – On his WWI draft registration, his name is 
listed as Augusta Melvin Fenley. - The Tuscania sank on his 23rd birthday. – In the 1930 
census for Police Jury Ward 2, Pointe Coupee Parish LA, Augustus M. Finley, 45 TX, single, 
was the proprietor of a general store. This census was conducted 1 May 1930; he is entered 
on line 59. According to his LA death record, he died 12 Nov 1939 but his tombstone is 
inscribed 13 Nov 1939.–  A merchant who operated Fenley’s General Store in Torras, Pointe 
Coupee Parish LA, Melvin A. Fenley was shot in the abdomen, the bullet going in one side of 
his abdomen and exiting on the other side, by Sarah Gunnells Dunkley (1883-1956, F: 
173435045, Mrs. James Warren Dunkley) on 11 Nov 1939 at his store. Newspaper accounts 
state his age was 54. He died in Baptist Hospital, where he was taken after the shooting. 
Mrs. Warren Dunkley, age 56, went to the parish sheriff’s office & said that she had shot a 
man who would likely die. She handed the deputy sheriff the gun she had used, which had 6 
cartridges, with one discharged. After Gus died, she was charged with murder. The sheriff 
described the shooting as “a misunderstanding over accounts” and that she and Gus were 
“business associates.” At the trial, in Apr 1940, where Sarah Dunkley was the first white 
woman indicted and tried for murder in Pointe Coupee Parish LA, she said she went to the 
store to get board money Melvin/Gus owed her. Gus was behind the counter drinking a 
bottle of beer. “He was never sober,” she testified, and he raised the bottle & she thought 
he planned to hit her. She grabbed his gun from under the counter & shot him. Gus 
repeatedly said he did not want her prosecuted, that he forgave her & that he wasn’t afraid 
to die but he wasn’t ready to meet God, so he prayed frequently. The jury took 1 hour & 10 
minutes to deliberate & acquitted her in district court on 30 Apr 1940.  - Gus never married. 
- Buried in Gann Cemetery, Pollok, Angelina TX. F: 47180758 

• James Calloway (“Jim”) Fenley, 26 Feb 1890 Pollok, Angelina TX – 19 Apr 1962 Lufkin, 
Angelina TX. - Served in WWI; military tombstone notes Co. B., 21st Battalion, US Guards. - 
Husband of Viola Mae Harber (1905-2005, F: 55208265). – Died of terminal 
bronchopneumonia due to lung cancer. - Buried in Gann Cemetery, Pollok, Angelina TX. F: 
47181456 
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• DeWitt Talmadge Fenley, 2 Jan 1893 Angelina Co. TX – 8 Sep 1971 Lufkin, Angelina TX. - 
Husband of Cordelia (“Dee”) Burns (1893-1957, F: 552-6658) whom he married in Angelina 
Co. TX on 5 Jan 1913. – Served as a constable in Lufkin TX. - Buried in Gann Cemetery, 
Pollok, Angelina TX. F: 55207832 

• Zachariah Phillip (“Zack”) Fenley, 3 Jun 1894 Pollok, Angelina TX – 8 Jun 1958 Lufkin, 
Angelina TX. - Husband of Jessie Franklin Cobb (1899-1975, F: 65480690). - Served in WWI 
as a corporal in the 127th Ordnance Depot Co. - Buried in Gann Cemetery, Pollok, Angelina 
TX. F: 55208787 

 
Notes: 
 
Online family trees are often highly fictitious as incorrect parents and siblings are added. There are 
a few men named Robert Fenley and fathers named William. 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/151661098/person/282347300129/facts 
 
Wartime: 
 
The Tuscania was torpedoed & sank on the 23rd birthday of Robert’s brother, Augustus. 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 9 Feb 1918 p 8 – Among the Texans on board: R.E. Fenley of 
Pollock. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: could not locate him in the Social Security Death Index 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Precinct 2, Angelina Co. TX – conducted 21 Jun 1880 
W.T. Finley, 28 TX, father b. AL, mother b. GA, farmer 
N.C., 27 TX, parents b. GA [wife] 
Milton, 5 TX [son] 
Wm., 2 TX [son] 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 3, Angelina Co. TX – conducted 26 Jun 1900 
William Finley [sic], 48 TX, Nov 1851, father b. AL, mother b. GA, married 25 years, farmer 
Caroline N., 47 TX, Aug 1852, father b. TX, mother b. LA, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Augustus M., 16 TX, Jul 1884, farm laborer 
Robert E., 13 TX, Oct 1886, farm laborer 
James E., 11 TX, Jul 1887, farm laborer 
Dewitt T., 8 TX, Jan 1892 
Zachariah D., 5 TX, Jun 1894 
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1910 Justice Precinct 1, Angelina Co. TX – conducted 5 May 1910 
Bob Finley [sic], 23 TX, single, parents b. TX, laborer, lumber mill 
Boarder with Sam & Etna Finley & their 2 daughters, farmer 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 1, Angelina Co. TX – Lufkin & Pollok roads – conducted 30 Jan 1920 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/112741838?tid=20053380&pid=2021
95386038&queryId=cc619265-c888-4209-b6a1-
f366d13a3d82&_phsrc=cPx49313&_phstart=successSource 
Robert E. Fenley, 33 TX, parents b. TX, sawyer, lumber mill 
Jessie E. Fenley, 24 TX, parents b. TX [his wife] 
The couple are boarders with: 
Solomon A. & Rebecca A. Smith, their 2 sons & sister-in-law Elmina “Fenley” (47 TX) [her father was 
b. GA, her mother b. AL, same as Rebecca Smith’s parents, so presumably Rebecca’s 
sister/Solomon’s sister-in-law. 
 
1930 Precinct 1, Angelina Co. TX – The census enumerator forgot to include the family’s surname 
and entered the family’s last name as Robert E. Lee Fenley’s middle name of LEE instead – 
conducted 2 Apr 1930 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/65880307 
Robert E. Lee, 43 TX, age 32 at 1st marriage, father b. TX, mother b. AL, sawyer, saw mill, WWI 
veteran 
Jesse Lee, 34 TX, age 23 at 1st marriage, father b. AL, mother b. GA [wife] 
Barbara Lee, 8 TX [daughter] 
 
1940 Angelina Co. TX – same house in Keltys, Angelina TX in 1935 – conducted 4 Apr 1940 
Robert E. Fenley, 52 TX, sawyer, sawmill 
Jessie, 43 TX 
Barbara, 18 TX 
 
1950 dead 


