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TUSCANIA 

 

Fancher, Birdest 
1895 TX – 1981 TX 

 
 

 
TX, WWI Military Record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-

ZSR2-3?i=539&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
JH7R 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-ZSR2-3?i=539&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JH7R
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-ZSR2-3?i=539&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JH7R
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-ZSR2-3?i=539&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JH7R


2 
 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index -  

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-Q9D9-
N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHG-JHF1 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_08_01117-

02371?pId=4595369 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-Q9D9-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHG-JHF1
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-Q9D9-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHG-JHF1
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TX death certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063093-
05002?pId=60292146 
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“Tyler (TX) Morning Telegraph” 7 Jan 1981 p 6 
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1st name misspelled -  Kilgore TX 
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Life 
 

 

 
 

Austin MN -  
 

 
El Paso TX 
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 Austin TX 
 
 

  Kerrville TX 
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Snyder OK 

 

Wife 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/29414632/person/182327237429/facts 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29414632/person/182327237429/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29414632/person/182327237429/facts
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Skelton family reunion 1974 -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/36566573/person/28659192978/media/65a3fdd6-d7cf-4ace-82de-

cdad2e503fb7 
 

 
Children: 

 

 
Daughter Lela Beatrice Fancher Young Cortines, reverted to Young (1925-2004) – Find A 

Grave 54326684 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/1093498?tid=36566573&pid

=250183868615&queryId=f0f387bd-0ddb-4ce1-b45e-
fc6876e3f872&_phsrc=cPx48592&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/1093498?tid=36566573&pid=250183868615&queryId=f0f387bd-0ddb-4ce1-b45e-fc6876e3f872&_phsrc=cPx48592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/1093498?tid=36566573&pid=250183868615&queryId=f0f387bd-0ddb-4ce1-b45e-fc6876e3f872&_phsrc=cPx48592&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/1093498?tid=36566573&pid=250183868615&queryId=f0f387bd-0ddb-4ce1-b45e-fc6876e3f872&_phsrc=cPx48592&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/926559686 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/12711121 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8794/records/501178985 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/12711121
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/1829081?tid=36566573&pid
=250183868042&queryId=a59f8459-3a7d-42b1-92fd-

028e05dc7414&_phsrc=cPx48595&_phstart=successSource 
Daughter Jane Elizabeth Fancher Bower (1929-2004)  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7545/records/2922065 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/926658142 

 
 

 

 
Daughter Winnie Mae Fancher Gray Stanley, reverted to Gray (1934-1989) – Find A Grave 

25984091 – caption:  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/926658142
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/130968808 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/4915711?tid=36566573&pid
=250183868616&queryId=f3466db3-f57e-46e4-8d36-

3adeee5d39de&_phsrc=cPx48598&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/130968808
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8794/records/495190087 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/2986242 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/2986242


17 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/2648382 
 
 

 

 

 Memphis TN 
Son Birdest Raymond Fancher (1938-1999) –  

 

 
Memphis TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/6660454?tid=36566573&pid
=250183868159&queryId=1289893d-7352-4579-b5c0-

752116861303&_phsrc=cPx48601&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/160846112 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8794/records/1978044792 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/160846112
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8794/records/1978044792
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/3716992 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/11452488 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8794/records/1982042844 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/109414485?tid=&pid=&quer

yId=3abad4cb-a32a-41fb-8696-
812c439fb393&_phsrc=cPx48603&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/4672382?tid=&pid=&queryId
=40bf176f-fcd8-4ee0-94d8-01c8654605ee&_phsrc=cPx48605&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/109414485?tid=&pid=&queryId=3abad4cb-a32a-41fb-8696-812c439fb393&_phsrc=cPx48603&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/109414485?tid=&pid=&queryId=3abad4cb-a32a-41fb-8696-812c439fb393&_phsrc=cPx48603&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/records/109414485?tid=&pid=&queryId=3abad4cb-a32a-41fb-8696-812c439fb393&_phsrc=cPx48603&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/4672382?tid=&pid=&queryId=40bf176f-fcd8-4ee0-94d8-01c8654605ee&_phsrc=cPx48605&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8795/records/4672382?tid=&pid=&queryId=40bf176f-fcd8-4ee0-94d8-01c8654605ee&_phsrc=cPx48605&_phstart=successSource
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Siblings: 

 

 
Brother Reagan Johnson Fancher (1884-1961) – Find A Grave 25984051 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23726425?tid=29414632&pi

d=182327236578&queryId=df0e8d6c-bbf4-4652-a367-
d6774e1d22a5&_phsrc=cPx48532&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2910694?tid=29414632&pi

d=182327236578&queryId=03b8fd86-4a91-4a0e-91ae-
502b6689ae92&_phsrc=cPx48533&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23726425?tid=29414632&pid=182327236578&queryId=df0e8d6c-bbf4-4652-a367-d6774e1d22a5&_phsrc=cPx48532&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23726425?tid=29414632&pid=182327236578&queryId=df0e8d6c-bbf4-4652-a367-d6774e1d22a5&_phsrc=cPx48532&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23726425?tid=29414632&pid=182327236578&queryId=df0e8d6c-bbf4-4652-a367-d6774e1d22a5&_phsrc=cPx48532&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2910694?tid=29414632&pid=182327236578&queryId=03b8fd86-4a91-4a0e-91ae-502b6689ae92&_phsrc=cPx48533&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2910694?tid=29414632&pid=182327236578&queryId=03b8fd86-4a91-4a0e-91ae-502b6689ae92&_phsrc=cPx48533&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2910694?tid=29414632&pid=182327236578&queryId=03b8fd86-4a91-4a0e-91ae-502b6689ae92&_phsrc=cPx48533&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage license – Reagan Fancher & Mary Skelton (which is the name of his brother 

Birdest’s wife) -  Houston TX 
 

 
 

 
Sister Minnie Ola Fancher Crump (1886-1940) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/21525499?tid=29414632&pi
d=182327236643&queryId=baf17f28-f819-4160-b7d2-

ddfff57673cf&_phsrc=cPx48536&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/21525499?tid=29414632&pid=182327236643&queryId=baf17f28-f819-4160-b7d2-ddfff57673cf&_phsrc=cPx48536&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/21525499?tid=29414632&pid=182327236643&queryId=baf17f28-f819-4160-b7d2-ddfff57673cf&_phsrc=cPx48536&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/21525499?tid=29414632&pid=182327236643&queryId=baf17f28-f819-4160-b7d2-ddfff57673cf&_phsrc=cPx48536&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2632361 

 

 
 

 Tyler TX 
 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2632361
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/186295?tid=29414632&pid=1823272
36775&queryId=71d49fc0-96cd-4323-a29b-

2678d0044a6a&_phsrc=cPx48545&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1861648 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/186295?tid=29414632&pid=182327236775&queryId=71d49fc0-96cd-4323-a29b-2678d0044a6a&_phsrc=cPx48545&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/186295?tid=29414632&pid=182327236775&queryId=71d49fc0-96cd-4323-a29b-2678d0044a6a&_phsrc=cPx48545&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/186295?tid=29414632&pid=182327236775&queryId=71d49fc0-96cd-4323-a29b-2678d0044a6a&_phsrc=cPx48545&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1861648
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/3426781 

 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/3426781
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/12511580?tid=29414632&pid=18232
7237090&queryId=5ba3deb2-540e-495a-8e74-

eb5bd7efd9fd&_phsrc=cPx48550&_phstart=successSource 
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 Tyler TX 
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Brother Harest (Horace) Fancher (1891-1958) 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23105796?tid=29414632&pi
d=182327237090&queryId=cef6fd0f-ebfd-4211-866f-

66f240584914&_phsrc=cPx48556&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22939753?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=6dc24fe0-d93f-429f-9641-e035e2140b2e&_phsrc=cPx48563&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
 

 
Brother Richard Hubert Fancher (1892-1977) – Find A Grave 59461722 – with wife Gladys 

Solomon  
 

 
Dick Fancher - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/29414632/person/182187005645/media/3634e762-5d4e-41ef-89ed-
43c132ad8251 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22939753?tid=&pid=&queryId=6dc24fe0-d93f-429f-9641-e035e2140b2e&_phsrc=cPx48563&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22939753?tid=&pid=&queryId=6dc24fe0-d93f-429f-9641-e035e2140b2e&_phsrc=cPx48563&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29414632/person/182187005645/media/3634e762-5d4e-41ef-89ed-43c132ad8251
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29414632/person/182187005645/media/3634e762-5d4e-41ef-89ed-43c132ad8251
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29414632/person/182187005645/media/3634e762-5d4e-41ef-89ed-43c132ad8251
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/993790?tid=29414632&pid=
182187005645&queryId=53d9d5fe-e392-4670-b21d-

948d80697954&_phsrc=cPx48572&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 Shreveport LA 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/993790?tid=29414632&pid=182187005645&queryId=53d9d5fe-e392-4670-b21d-948d80697954&_phsrc=cPx48572&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/993790?tid=29414632&pid=182187005645&queryId=53d9d5fe-e392-4670-b21d-948d80697954&_phsrc=cPx48572&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/993790?tid=29414632&pid=182187005645&queryId=53d9d5fe-e392-4670-b21d-948d80697954&_phsrc=cPx48572&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Maudie Fancher Woods (1899-1988) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1893986?tid=29414632&pi
d=182327237474&queryId=91386929-ec8b-4284-8ad2-

e0187af657f6&_phsrc=cPx48578&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/2602913 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1893986?tid=29414632&pid=182327237474&queryId=91386929-ec8b-4284-8ad2-e0187af657f6&_phsrc=cPx48578&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1893986?tid=29414632&pid=182327237474&queryId=91386929-ec8b-4284-8ad2-e0187af657f6&_phsrc=cPx48578&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1893986?tid=29414632&pid=182327237474&queryId=91386929-ec8b-4284-8ad2-e0187af657f6&_phsrc=cPx48578&_phstart=successSource
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Name: Birdest Fancher 
Name variations: Berdest Fancher, Bertice Fancher, Burtice Fancher, Bartis Fancher, Birdist 
Fancher, Burtis Fancher 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number: 251,424 
Entered service from: Garrison, Nacogdoches TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Berdest Fancher 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  brother Reayan Fancher (Faucher crossed off), Rte 1, Garrison TX 
[Faucher crossed off & handwritten FANCHER added]  
Returned from war on: "Antigone" between Jun 1918-Mar 1919, as part of Convalescent Det. 
#160, "neuritis sciatic" 
Sailed on return dship as: Birdest Fancher 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  brother R. Fancher, Garrison TX (pvt, 2nd Div., RR Det.  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: Garrison TX 
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 21 Sep 1917 
Discharged 17 Apr 1919 
Address: Garrison TX 
Rank/unit: private, Co. B, 9th Infantry 
 
TX, WWI Military Records: 
Birdest Fancher, serial 251424, resident of Garrison, Rusk TX. B. Sulpher Springs – typed, 
then parentheses put around it & Rusk Co. handwritten in. Entered Army 21 Sep 1917 at 
Rusk Co. at age 22 years, 6 months. Battery A, 344th Field Artillery to ?; Co. B, 9th Infantry to 
?. Private. Slightly wounded 22 Jun 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 24 Mar 1919, discharged 
17 Apr 1919. 0% disabled.  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 22 Mar 1895 Rusk Co. TX  
Died: 6 Jan 1981 Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX (in Nacogdoches Memorial Hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 25984045, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location: Caledonia, Rusk TX 
Cemetery: Caledonia 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt / US Army / WWI 
 
Father:  Allen Manley Fancher, 27 Jun 1858 Attala Co. MS – 26 Dec 1902 Timpson, Rusk TX.  
Son of Johnson David Fancher & Harriet M. Johnson.  
Buried in Weaver Cemetery, Shelby Co. TX. 
Find A Grave: 59461699 
 
 
 



34 
 

 

Mother:  Elizabeth (“Bettie”) Harris Fancher, 23 Nov 1859 TX – 5 Jan 1916.  
Daughter of Joseph Marion Harris & Mary Jane Hairgrove.  
Buried in Weaver Cemetery, Shelby Co. TX. 
Find A Grave: 59461700 
Parents’ marriage: 28 Oct 1880 TX 
 
Spouse:  Mary Lou Skelton Fancher, 3 Mar 1902 TX – 26 Aug 1997. 
Daughter of Littleton Jackson (Jack) Skelton Jr. & Martha Jane Davidson.  
Buried in Caledonia Cemetery, Caledonia, Rusk TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 25984048 
Marriage: 22 Dec 1924 Nacogdoches Co. TX – Burtis Fancher & Mary Lou Skelton, by a minister, 
obtained license 17 Dec 1924. 
 
Children: 

• Lela Beatrice (“Billie”) Fancher Young Cortines, reverted to Young, 9 Aug 1925 Garrison, 
Rusk TX – 4 Dec 2004 Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches Co. TX. - Wife of John Augustus Young, 
Jr. (1919-1958, F: 25984599) whom she married 25 Sep 1943. - Married Eugene Cortines 12 
Aug 1975 in Panola Co. TX. He was born 6 Apr 1921 Nacogdoches Co. TX & died 9 Jul 2020 
Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX, F: 212624544). They divorced 29 Mar 1976 in 
Nacogdoches Co. - The 1st of the Fancher children to be born & the last to die. - Obituary: 
“Tyler (TX) Morning Telegraph” 6 Dec 2004 p 12 – Lela (Billie) Fancher Young, 79, of Garrison 
TX d. 4 Dec 2004 in a Nacogdoches hospital. Funeral 6 Dec 2004 with burial in Caledonia. 
Born 9 Sep 1925 Rusk Co. TX to Birdest & Mary Lou Skelton Fancher. Homemaker. 
Preceded in death by her husband of 15 years John Augustus Young (d. 16 Sep 1958), son 
Kenneth Lee Young (d. 2002), Jimmy Charles Young (d. 1994), brother Rayford Fancher & 
sisters Jane Bower & Winnie Gray. Survived by 1 son & 1 stepdaughter. Buried in Caledonia 
Cemetery, Caledonia, Rusk TX. F: 54326684 

• Jane Elizabeth Fancher Bower, 12 Feb 1929 Garrison, Rusk TX – 15 Apr 2004 Gladewater, 
Gregg TX. - Her TX birth certificate lists her as the daughter of Bertus Fancher & Mary 
Skelton, both b. Garrison TX, he a farmer, she a housekeeper, Mary’s 2nd child. - Wife of Joe 
Verne Bower (1921-2006, F: 78353957) whom she married 10 Jan 1946 Harris Co. TX. Was 
survived by her husband, son, 2 daughters & sister Billie Young of Garrison TX. - Buried in 
Caledonia Cemetery, Caledonia, Rusk TX. F: 78354599 

• Winnie Mae Fancher Gray Stanley, reverted to Gray, 23 Feb 1934 Garrison, Rusk TX – 14 Nov 
1989 Brazos Co. TX.  - Her TX birth certificate lists her name as Willie Lou Fancher & that 
she was not a twin. She was listed as the 3rd child of Birdest Fancher, age 36, b. Rusk Co. 
TX, farmer & Mary Lou Skelton, age 36, b. Garrison TX, housewife.  - Wife of Louis Monroe 
(“Lucky”) Gray Jr. (1925-1964, F: 25984091) whom Winnie married 14 Nov 1953 in Gregg Co. 
TX. – As Winnie Fancher, she married 7 Jun 1968 Rusk Co. TX to Henry Allen Stanley; 
divorced 8 Jul 1970 Nacogdoches Co. TX. Henry Allen Stanley was born 17 Aug 1938 in Rusk 
Co. TX (according to his TX birth record) or in Overton, Smith TX (according to his Find A 
Grave record), the son of Earl Alvin Stanley & Buleah Lavern Watson. He died 14 Jun 2023 in 
Hot Springs, Garland AR, F; 255433552. - Buried in Caledonia Cemetery, Caledonia, Rusk 
TX with Louis Gray. F: 58304848 

• Birdest Rayford Fancher, 11 Feb 1938 Rusk Co. TX – 5 Oct 1999 Mount Enterprise, Rusk TX. - 
SSN 459-56-0869.  – Although some online records name him as Birdest Rayford Fancher, 
Jr., no documents located listed his father with a middle name. – Often found as “Rayford 
Fancher.” - Married 4 Jun 1966 to Danna Jo Tidwell (21 Nov 1960 Nacogdoches Co. TX – 21 
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Sep 2019 Henderson, Rusk TX, F: 203208821), the daughter of Euel Dee Tidwell & Ethey 
Melissa Marcel Lunsford. They had 2 sons, Rayford & Dewayne Fancher. They divorced 14 
Jul 1978 in Rusk Co. TX. Danna Tidwell remarried 5 months later, to Mark W. Eaton (b. 18 
May 1955), on 12 Dec 1978 in Rusk Co. TX. Danna & Mark divorced 25 Jun 1982 in Rusk Co. 
TX. Danna is buried with the surname Eaton.  - Buried in Caledonia Cemetery, Caledonia, 
Rusk TX; tombstone inscribed “father and grandfather.” F: 58305524 

 
Siblings: In the 1900 census his mother reports she gave birth to 8 children, 7 of whom are living. In 
the 1910 census, Elizabeth reports giving birth to 9 children, 8 of whom are living. Birdest was the 
2nd-youngest. 

• Arthur Archer Fancher, 15 Aug 1882 Shelby Co. TX – 7 Apr 1891 Shelby Co. TX. - Buried as 
Archer Fancher in Weaver Cemetery, Shelby Co. TX. F: 59461701 

• Reagan Johnson Fancher, 21 Nov 1884 Shelby Co. TX – 28 Jan 1961 Garrison, Rusk TX. - 
Husband of Nancy Lillian Skelton (1888-1986, F: 25984050) whom he married in TX in 1906. 
Nancy Skelton was the sister of Mary Lou Skelton, who married Reagan Fancher’s brother 
Birdest Fancher.. - TX death certificate lists residence as Garrison TX. - Buried in Caledonia 
Cemetery, Caledonia, Rusk TX. F: 25984051 

• Minne Ola Fancher Crump, 7 Jul 1886 (TX death record) or 7 Jul 1887 (tombstone) Shelby 
Co. TX – 17 Jan 1940 Timpson, Shelby TX.  - Listed as Mineola in 1900 census, b. Jul 1887 TX. 
– First name listed in online genealogy as Miracola. - Wife of James Stephenson (Stevenson) 
Crump (1871-1945, F: 51747268), whom she married 14 Jun 1906 (listed as Minnie Fancher 
& J.S. Crump).  - TX death record: died age 53 years, 6 months, 10 days at Timpson Hospital, 
Timpson, Shelby TX, daughter of Allen Fancher & Bettie Harris. - Buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Garrison, Nacogdoches TX. F: 51747269  

• Elzia Fancher, 4 Mar 1888 Shelby Co. TX – 14 Oct 1972 Garrison, Rusk TX. - Born Mar 1889 
TX in 1900 census. – Listed as Elgie (Elzie?) in 1900 census. There is a claim online that he 
changed his name from Elgie, but the G in Elgie may well be a Z. - Husband of Katie Ora 
Minter (1903-1948, F: 25984047) whom he married in 1921 in Nacogdoches Co. TX. Retired 
farmer at time of death. - Obituary: “Tyler (TX) Courier-Times” 15 Oct 1972 p 11 – Funeral for 
Elzia Fancher, 84, of Garrison TX will be 15 Oct 1972 with burial in Caledonia. Died 14 Oct 
1972 in a Garrison nursing home. Retired farmer, spent most of his life in Garrison, WWI 
veteran. Survived by 2 brothers: Birdest & Dick Fancher, both of Garrison & sister Mrs. 
Maudie Woods of Fort Worth. - Buried in Caledonia Cemetery, Caledonia, Rusk TX. F: 
25984046 

• Harest (Horace) Fancher, 22 Jan 1891 TX – 9 Jul 1958 San Augustine, San Augustine TX. - 
Born Jan 1891 TX in 1900 census. – Reports birthdate of 22 Jan 1892 in his WWII draft 
registration, registered as Horace, but as 22 Jan 1891 on his WWI draft registration. - 
Husband of Missouri Desdemonia (“Mazury”) Lacy (1895-1963, F: 29203611). - Died in San 
Augustine Hospital, San Augustine, San Augustine TX; resident of Rte. 1, Broaddux TX. - 
Buried in Hebron Cemetery, San Augustine Co. TX. F: 29203564 

• Richard Hubert (Dick) Fancher, 7 Nov 1892 [obituary: 7 Nov 1891] Shelby Co. TX – 10 Feb 
1977 Center, Shelby Co. TX. - Born Nov 1892 TX according to 1900 census. - Married 9 Sep 
1917 in Shelby Co. TX to Gladys Marie or J. Solomon (1901-1977, F: 59461723). On Find A 
Grave: died at age 85, retired farmer, survived by wife Gladys, 4 sons, 4 daughters, 1 brother 
Bertis Fancher of Garrison TX & 1 sister, Mrs. Maudie Woods of Fort Worth TX. Buried in 
Weaver Cemetery, Shelby Co. TX. F: 59461722 
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• Maudie Fancher Woods, 29 Sep 1899 TX – 31 Jan 1988 Tarrant Co. TX. - Born Sep 1899 TX in 
1900 census. - Wife of Walter Robert Woods (1893-1952, F: 56227689) whom she married 
in 1924 in Nacogdoches Co. TX. - Buried in Zion Hill Cemetery, Henderson, Rusk TX. F: 
107579475 

 
Notes: 
 
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LJYL-VN7/birdest-fancher-1895-1981 
 
Wartime: 
 
Birdest Fancher was reported missing in action in Aug 1918. In Nov 1918, it was reported that he 
had been wounded severely but had been reported missing in action. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Kiowa County Democrat” (Snyder OK) 7 Jul 1960 p 2 – Mr. & Mrs. Joe Vern Bower [his daughter 
Jane & husband] & family accompanied Mr. & Mrs. Birdest Fancher of Garrison TX home last week & 
stayed over there for the 4th of July. The Fanchers have been visiting the Bower family several days. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 459-56-0899 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 7, Shelby Co. TX – conducted 20 Jun 1900 
Allen Fancher, 42 LA, Jun 1857, parents b. AL, married 20 years, farmer 
E.C., 40 TX, Nov 1859, parents b. TN, gave birth to 8 children, 7 are living 
Reagan, 15 TX, Nov 1884, farm labor 
Mineola, 12 TX, Jul 1887 
Elgie (or Elzie), 11 TX, Mar 1889 
Horace, 9 TX, Jan 1891 
Dick, 7 TX, Nov 1892 
Bertice, 4 TX, Mar 1896 
Maudie, 1 TX, Sep 1899 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 4, Rusk Co. TX – conducted 5/6 but no month indicated 1910 
Bettie Fancher, 52 TX, widow, parents b. TN, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are living, farming, general 
Horrace, 19 TX, farm labor, home farm 
Richard, 17 TX, farm labor, home farm 
Burtice, 15 TX, farm labor, home farm 
Maude, 13 TX, farm labor, home farm 
The children’s father b. AL, mother b. TX 
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1920 Arlam, Rusk TX – conducted 30 Jan 1920 
Reagan Fancher, 37 TX, parents b. TX, farmer, general farm 
Nancy, 30 TX, parents b. TX [wife] 
Arthur, 6 TX [son] 
Birdest, 24 TX, parents b. TX, single, farmer, general farm [brother] 
 
1930 Precinct 4, Rusk TX – conducted 8 Apr 1930 
Burtis Fancher, 35 TX, parents b. TX, age 29 at 1st marriage, farmer, WWI veteran 
Mary Lee, 25 TX, parents b. GA, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Leila B., 4 TX 
Jane E., 1 TX 
Their census entry follows that of his brother Reagan Fancher (45 TX) & his wife Nancy (44 GA) & his 
2 children. Reagan was age 22 at 1st marriage, Nancy was 19. 
 
1940 Justice Precinct 4, Rusk Co. TX – Highway 84 – in 1935 lived in rural Rusk Co. TX – conducted 
10 Apr 1940 
Birdest Fancher, 45 TX, farmer, farm 
Mary Lou, 38 TX [wife] 
Billie, 14 TX [daughter] 
Jane, 11 TX [daughter] 
Winnie Mae, 6 TX [daughter] 
Rayford, 2 TX [son] 
 
1950 Arlam, Rusk Co. TX – conducted 1 Apr 1950 
Birdest Fancher, 55 TX, occupation left blank 
Mary L., 48 TX [wife] 
Winnie M., 16 TX [daughter] 
Rayford B., 12 TX [son] 
Elzia E., 62 TX, widowed, farming, farm [brother] 
 


