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TUSCANIA 

 

Evans, William Edwin, Jr. 
1881 VA – 1961 VA 

 

 
William Edwin Evans (stage name: Edwin Evans) - “Binghamton (NY) Press and Sun-

Bulletin” 25 Sep 1928 p 7  
 
 



2 
 

 

 Richmond VA 
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Edwin Evans with the Guy Harrington Players at the Stone Theater – “Binghamton (NY) 

Press and Sun-Bulletin” Saturday 2 May 1925 p 7 
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Binghamton NY 

 
Descendant of a Revolutionary War sailor - North America, Family Histories, 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61157/images/46155_b290164-
00119?pId=2013077 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61157/images/46155_b290164-00119?pId=2013077
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61157/images/46155_b290164-00119?pId=2013077
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/1776133 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62775/records/20310 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/1776133
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1200/records/317330 
 

 
Veteran headstone application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/170670 
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VA, Death Record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001249_0319-
00414?pId=986715 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-

CS1N-Q413-9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZT-
GSC5&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001249_0319-00414?pId=986715
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001249_0319-00414?pId=986715
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 Richmond VA 
 

 Newport 
News VA 
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 Suffolk VA 

 
 

Life: 
 

 

 Rochester NY 
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Rochester NY 

 

 Rochester NY 
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Yonkers NY 

 
 

 
 
“Editor & Publisher” [magazine] 16 Feb 1918 p 14 - nephew of J.T. Beckwith of Beckwith Agency, 
Tribune Bldg. - actor, resident of Richmond VA, was in TX when war declared, enlisted  
https://books.google.com/books?id=3r1NAQAAMAAJ&pg=RA6-PA14&lpg=RA6-
PA14&dq=%22editor+%26+publisher%22+beckwith+evans+1918&source=bl&ots=Qay4GmOIW0&
sig=ACfU3U0DImfkb2eYM9D8Y2O0bRhFuCDZgw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjbtoGJn53sAhXbG8
0KHbAnDJkQ6AEwAXoECAEQAg#v=onepage&q=%22editor%20%26%20publisher%22%20beckwit
h%20evans%201918&f=false 
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=3r1NAQAAMAAJ&pg=RA6-PA14&lpg=RA6-PA14&dq=%22editor+%26+publisher%22+beckwith+evans+1918&source=bl&ots=Qay4GmOIW0&sig=ACfU3U0DImfkb2eYM9D8Y2O0bRhFuCDZgw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjbtoGJn53sAhXbG80KHbAnDJkQ6AEwAXoECAEQAg#v=onepage&q=%22editor%20%26%20publisher%22%20beckwith%20evans%201918&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=3r1NAQAAMAAJ&pg=RA6-PA14&lpg=RA6-PA14&dq=%22editor+%26+publisher%22+beckwith+evans+1918&source=bl&ots=Qay4GmOIW0&sig=ACfU3U0DImfkb2eYM9D8Y2O0bRhFuCDZgw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjbtoGJn53sAhXbG80KHbAnDJkQ6AEwAXoECAEQAg#v=onepage&q=%22editor%20%26%20publisher%22%20beckwith%20evans%201918&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=3r1NAQAAMAAJ&pg=RA6-PA14&lpg=RA6-PA14&dq=%22editor+%26+publisher%22+beckwith+evans+1918&source=bl&ots=Qay4GmOIW0&sig=ACfU3U0DImfkb2eYM9D8Y2O0bRhFuCDZgw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjbtoGJn53sAhXbG80KHbAnDJkQ6AEwAXoECAEQAg#v=onepage&q=%22editor%20%26%20publisher%22%20beckwith%20evans%201918&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=3r1NAQAAMAAJ&pg=RA6-PA14&lpg=RA6-PA14&dq=%22editor+%26+publisher%22+beckwith+evans+1918&source=bl&ots=Qay4GmOIW0&sig=ACfU3U0DImfkb2eYM9D8Y2O0bRhFuCDZgw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjbtoGJn53sAhXbG80KHbAnDJkQ6AEwAXoECAEQAg#v=onepage&q=%22editor%20%26%20publisher%22%20beckwith%20evans%201918&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=3r1NAQAAMAAJ&pg=RA6-PA14&lpg=RA6-PA14&dq=%22editor+%26+publisher%22+beckwith+evans+1918&source=bl&ots=Qay4GmOIW0&sig=ACfU3U0DImfkb2eYM9D8Y2O0bRhFuCDZgw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjbtoGJn53sAhXbG80KHbAnDJkQ6AEwAXoECAEQAg#v=onepage&q=%22editor%20%26%20publisher%22%20beckwith%20evans%201918&f=false
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 Norfolk VA 

 

 
New York NY 
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 Rochester NY 
 

 
Richmond VA 
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 Binghamton NY 
 

 Binghamton NY 
 



15 
 

 

 Binghamton 
NY 
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 Binghamton NY 
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Binghamton NY 
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Binghamton NY 
 

 

 

 
“Binghamton (NY) Press and Sun-Bulletin” Tuesday 21 Dec 1926 p 22 
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Binghamton NY 
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Numerous people claimed to be the last one off Tuscania – Norfolk VA 
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Norfolk VA 
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Norfolk VA 
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Yet another person who was allegedly  the last to leave the sinking “Tuscania” (there are multiple 

people who make this claim)- and he served in the US Army, not the Royal Air Force – “Binghamton 
(NY) Press and Sun-Bulletin” 25 Sep 1928 p 7 
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Binghamton NY 

 
 

 
 

 Binghamton NY 
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Norfolk VA 
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“Newport News (VA) Daily Press” 29 May 1930 p 11 
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Edwin was in the US Army 
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 Edwin is 2nd from left 
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Edwin Evans is at left -  
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Wife Edith Alward 

 

 
 

 Cleveland OH 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61372/records/2081523 

 
“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” Monday 1 Nov 1909 p 11 
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 Birmingham AL 
 

 

 Cincinnati OH 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1500168 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1500168
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Helen Alward Kelso’s guests included her sister Edith Alward & her mother Sara Alward 
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Listed are Edith’s sister Helen Alward (Mrs. Herschel) Kelso & mother Mrs. Sara Alward – this article 
lists her as Edith Waln in 1926 (her marriage record indicates a marriage to Claude Waln – her sister 

Helen’s brother-in-law - in 1934)  Miami FL 
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 Miami FL 
 

 

 

 Miami FL 
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Fort Lauderdale FL 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61369/records/900314623?tid=20831298&pid=182

126839073&queryId=0a58b2e8-5b52-44a3-8ac2-
af6164a8a1e9&_phsrc=cPx48189&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61369/records/900314623?tid=20831298&pid=182126839073&queryId=0a58b2e8-5b52-44a3-8ac2-af6164a8a1e9&_phsrc=cPx48189&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61369/records/900314623?tid=20831298&pid=182126839073&queryId=0a58b2e8-5b52-44a3-8ac2-af6164a8a1e9&_phsrc=cPx48189&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61369/records/900314623?tid=20831298&pid=182126839073&queryId=0a58b2e8-5b52-44a3-8ac2-af6164a8a1e9&_phsrc=cPx48189&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5164/records/6748481 
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marriage to Claude Waln 17 May 1934 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/76427646/person/420167615354/media/da4eb1cf-8b5b-46e7-9f81-
caccaf3d38c7?queryId=1333345a-c18c-4283-a1cb-

cfd372715a48&searchContextTreeId=20831298&searchContextPersonId=182126839073&_phsrc
=cPx48191&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/76427646/person/420167615354/media/da4eb1cf-8b5b-46e7-9f81-caccaf3d38c7?queryId=1333345a-c18c-4283-a1cb-cfd372715a48&searchContextTreeId=20831298&searchContextPersonId=182126839073&_phsrc=cPx48191&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/76427646/person/420167615354/media/da4eb1cf-8b5b-46e7-9f81-caccaf3d38c7?queryId=1333345a-c18c-4283-a1cb-cfd372715a48&searchContextTreeId=20831298&searchContextPersonId=182126839073&_phsrc=cPx48191&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/76427646/person/420167615354/media/da4eb1cf-8b5b-46e7-9f81-caccaf3d38c7?queryId=1333345a-c18c-4283-a1cb-cfd372715a48&searchContextTreeId=20831298&searchContextPersonId=182126839073&_phsrc=cPx48191&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/76427646/person/420167615354/media/da4eb1cf-8b5b-46e7-9f81-caccaf3d38c7?queryId=1333345a-c18c-4283-a1cb-cfd372715a48&searchContextTreeId=20831298&searchContextPersonId=182126839073&_phsrc=cPx48191&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/76427646/person/420167615354/media/da4eb1cf-8b5b-46e7-9f81-caccaf3d38c7?queryId=1333345a-c18c-4283-a1cb-cfd372715a48&searchContextTreeId=20831298&searchContextPersonId=182126839073&_phsrc=cPx48191&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/956174?tid=&pid=&queryId=78a8d4

9b-e524-47f1-9e07-4d36ae0022a7&_phsrc=cPx48203&_phstart=successSource 
 

  
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/956174?tid=&pid=&queryId=78a8d49b-e524-47f1-9e07-4d36ae0022a7&_phsrc=cPx48203&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/956174?tid=&pid=&queryId=78a8d49b-e524-47f1-9e07-4d36ae0022a7&_phsrc=cPx48203&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61369/records/900118960 
 
 
 

 
Is this the correct Robert E. Evans? Find A Grave 33560851 
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Is this the correct Robert E. Evans?  Orlando FL 
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 Edith is an “inmate” of the FL State Mental Hospital in the 1950 
census 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/420031?tid=20831298&pid=1821268

39073&queryId=471bdd18-17a9-42b5-b3a4-
ed128b474966&_phsrc=cPx48196&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Wife Madeline Thronson Galbraith 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9105/records/3197362 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/420031?tid=20831298&pid=182126839073&queryId=471bdd18-17a9-42b5-b3a4-ed128b474966&_phsrc=cPx48196&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/420031?tid=20831298&pid=182126839073&queryId=471bdd18-17a9-42b5-b3a4-ed128b474966&_phsrc=cPx48196&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/420031?tid=20831298&pid=182126839073&queryId=471bdd18-17a9-42b5-b3a4-ed128b474966&_phsrc=cPx48196&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9105/records/3197362
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34151610/person/140030536604/facts 

 
 

 

 Binghamton NY 
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“Binghamton (NY) Press and Sun-Bulletin” Friday, 6 Sep 1929 p 3  

 
 

 

 Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
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 New York NY 
 
 
 

 
Father 

 

  
Rev. William Edwin Evans Sr. – Find A Grave 12887068 
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Richmond VA 

 

  
Fredericksburg VA 
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Newport News VA  
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 Norfolk VA 
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 Norfolk VA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028001249_0056-
00272?pId=47586 
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Mother 
 

  
Richmond VA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006054_0026-

00132?pId=307435 
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 Columbia SC 
 
 

 
Siblings: 

 

 

Sister Ethel Hope Evans (1874-1893) -  Norfolk VA 
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 Richmond VA 
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 Norfolk VA 
 

 Birmingham AL 
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Norfolk VA 

 

 

Sister Henrietta Beckwith Evans Johnston (1879-1971) -  
Richmond VA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001248_0200-

00413?pId=750910974 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34151610/person/18595839338/facts 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001248_0200-00413?pId=750910974
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001248_0200-00413?pId=750910974
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Suffolk VA 

 

 
 

 
Original is missing the left edge as shown – Richmond VA 

Sister Mary Corner Evans Sullivan (1884-1958)  
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34151610/person/18595840538/facts 

 
 
 

 Richmond VA – Mary at left 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34151610/person/18595840538/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006073_0118-

00331?pId=751877647 
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 Birmingham AL 
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Birmingham AL 
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Roanoke VA 
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Norfolk VA 
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Find A Grave 123440942 
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 Norfolk VA 
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 Richmond VA 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: William Edwin Evans, Jr. 
Name variations: Edwin Evans [his stage name as an actor] 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - corporal 
Serial number: 249,964 
Entered service from: New York, NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William E. Evans 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Mary T. Evans, c/o Beckwith Agency, Tribune Bldg., NY, NY 
Returned from war on:  "Minnekada" 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: William Z. Evans [sic] 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Mary T. Evans, Beckwith Agency, Tribune Bldg., NY, 
NY (pvt, 254th Aero Service Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942): as William Edwin Evans - b. 1 Feb 1881 Caroline Co. VA; res: 
Aberdeen District 2, Harford MD. NOK Mrs. W.P. Sullivan, Box 243, Ashland VA [his sister Mary]. 
Employed by Phil J. Kurtz at the Academy Restaurant, Aberdeen, Harford MD. “scars on both arms” 
Height: 5’6” – 132 lbs. Registered 25 Apr 1942. 
 



89 
 

 

Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 4 Dec 1917 
Discharged 24 Dec 1918 
Address: Nansemond Brick Corp., Suffolk VA 
Rank/unit: private, Co. 27, 165th Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Feb 1881 Caroline Co. VA  
Died: 18 Feb 1961 Newport News VA (at his home, 3210 Huntington Ave., Newport News VA)   
Find A Grave record: 92991478, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Richmond, Richmond City VA 
Cemetery: Hollywood 
Tombstone: tombstone application: Virginia Pvt 27th Co. 165th Depot Brigade  
 
Father:  William Edwin Evans, Sr. 11 Jul 1851 Baltimore City MD – 22 May 1915 Doswell, Hanover 
VA.  
Son of William Henry H. Evans (1823-1860) & Jane E. Yeatman (1830-1856). 
A minister/pastor in the Methodist Episcopal Church.  
One newspaper article described him as “one of the best known ministers in the State.” 
Died at his home “Eastwood.”  
Buried in Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, Richmond City VA. 
Find A Grave: 12887068 
 
Mother:  Mary Trippe (“Mollie”) Beckwith Evans, Mar 1852 Cornersville, Dorchester MD – 6 Jun 1937 
Ashland, Hanover VA.  
Daughter of John Mitchell Beckwith & Henrietta Trippe.  
Obituary: “Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” 7 Jun 1937 p 3 – funeral today for Mrs. Mary Beckwith 
Evans, with burial in Hollywood. Died at the Henry Clay Inn in Ashland VA. Widow of the Rev. Dr. 
William E Evans, former rector of Monumental Episcopalian Church, Richmond VA. Daughter of 
John Mitchell Beckwith & Henrietta Trippe. Survived by 2 daughters: Mrs. Willard P. Sullivan & Mrs. 
Turner M. Johnston & son William E. Evans Jr., plus grandson Turner M. Johnston Jr. 
Buried in Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, Richmond City VA. 
Find A Grave: 8660897 
Parents’ marriage: 29 Dec 1873 Cornersville, Dorchester MD 
 
Spouse: Edith Katherine Alward Evans Evans Hollinger Waln Evans, reverted to Alward, 15 Mar 1887 
Truro, Franklin OH – 12 Sep 1952 DeSoto Co. FL. 
 
Daughter of James Leonard Alward Jr. (1856-1888, F: 21048186) & Sarah Ann (“Sallie”) Finkbone 
(1862-1945, F: 12132559).  Middle name sometimes spelled Catherine.  
 
She is erroneously linked on Ancestry.com to a woman who died Oct 1972 in Laona, Forest WI with 
the surname Evans, while Edith continually returned to her birth surname of Alward, the name she 
held when she died. 
 
Edith married 3 men who had the surname Evans & 2 men who did not.  
 
Edith was married to William Edwin Evans from 1909-1916. They divorced in 1916. 
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On 7 Jul 1917 Edith C. Alward married Irving Thomas Evans (1886 WI – 1969 IL) in Chicago, Cook IL; 
she was age 25, he age 30.  They divorced in Mar 1919. 
Divorce from Irving Evans: “Chicago Tribune” 22 Mar 1919 p 17 – Edith Alward Evans presented a 
bill of divorce in Superior Court against Irving Thomas Evans, as he “was wont to go bathing at 4 
a.m. [with other women’.” She also threw in the charge of cruelty.  
 
On 13 Dec 1927 Edith Catherine Alward married Gordon Fulton Hollinger (27 Feb 1884 Philadelphia 
PA – 1 Sep 1960 Philadelphia PA) in Palm Beach Co. FL; divorce action filed in Jun 1930 in Duval Co. 
FL.  
 
In the 1930 census for Fort Lauderdale, Broward FL, conducted 7/8 Apr 1930: 
Herschel Kelso, 40 IL, parents b. IN, age 26 at 1st marriage, broker [type of industry unreadable] 
Helen F. Kelso, 35 OH, parents b. OH, age 21 at 1st marriage [wife – Edith’s sister] 
Sara A. Alward, 67 OH, parents b. OH, married, age 21 at 1st marriage [mother-in-law] 
Edith Hollinger, 43 OH, parents b. OH, married, age 21 at 1st marriage, no occupation [sister-in-law] 
 
Edith Alward of Fort Lauderdale, Broward FL married Claude Edward Waln on 17 May 1934 in 
Broward Co. FL. Claude was born 20 Dec 1882 Deadwood, Lawrence SD & died 10 Aug 1963 Miami, 
Dade FL. He was the widower of Nellie Kelso (1886-1923, F: 10945883), the sister of Herschel 
Kelso, who was married to Edith’s sister, Helen Alward Kelso.  
 
On 2 Jun 1938 Edith Catherine Alward married Robert E. Evans in Duval Co. FL.  Is he the Robert E. 
Evans who was born 1890 MA & died 1960 FL, F: 35560851? 
 
In the 1940 census for Jacksonville, Duval FL, conducted 22 Apr 1940, in 1935 residing in the same 
place: 
Sarah Ann Alward, 77 OH, widow 
Edith C. Alward, 53 OH, divorced 
 
When her mother Sarah Ann Alward dies 13 Nov 1945 in FL (“Fort Lauderdale News” 17 Nov 1945 p 
2), one of her surviving daughters is listed as Edith K. Alward of Fort Lauderdale FL.  
 
In the 1950 census for Arcadia, DeSoto FL, conducted 24 May 1950: 
Edith Alward, 63, never married, patient in the Florida State Hospital, Dorr Branch, Mental Hospital, 
inmate. [no one on the page has a state of birth registered] 
 
Buried as Edith Alward in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Arcadia, DeSoto FL.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 51074545 
Marriage: 2 Nov 1909 Covington, Kenton KY; divorced 2 Feb 1916 in Chicago, Cook IL 
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Spouse: Madeline Thronson Galbraith Evans, 1895 or 1898 Toronto, Ontario, Canada – 3 Sep 1929 
Manhattan NY. Daughter of Francis Edward Galbraith (1857-1922, F: 151413655) & Lillian Elizabeth 
(Lillie) Wyllie (1871-1907, F: 151413656). 
Tombstone indicates she was age 34 at her death. But she claimed to be age 30 when she married 
six months earlier.  
She had just heard from a vaudeville booking agency that the couple’s new theatrical team act had 
gotten a booking & she was sitting at the window of their room at the Hotel Chesterfield, 130 W. 49th 
St., NYC. She shouted the good news to her husband as he entered the room, but in standing up 
from the window sill, tripped & fell out the window & struck a projection of the hotel after falling 5 
stories. She died 2 hours later at Flower Hospital. William was arrested for drunk driving as he 
drove to the hospital, but charges were dismissed. 
Buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto, Toronto Municipality, Ontario, Canada with the 
surname Evans. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 270250212 
Marriage: 1 Mar 1929 Manhattan NY.  They were married 6 months before she was killed. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: William Jr. was the 3rd child & only boy 

• Ethel Hope Evans, 1874 MD – 6 Nov 1893 Anniston, Calhoun AL. - “Norfolk (VA) Virginian” 
14 Nov 1893 p 3 – taken from a Columbia SC exchange: description of the funeral of Miss 
Ethel Evans, daughter of the former pastor at Granby Street Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Funeral at Trinity Church where her father is the new pastor. She was buried wearing her 
choir robes. - Buried in Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, Richmond City VA. F: 92991441 

• Henrietta Beckwith (“Daisy”) Evans Johnston, 18 Feb 1879 VA – 4 Aug 1971 Suffolk VA. - 
Wife of Turner Marshall Johnston (1874-1929). Henrietta & Turner married at he4r parents’ 
home in Richmond VA at 1 N. 3rd St. on 11 Dec 1901. – They divorced 2 Feb 1929 in Cook Co. 
IL.  Buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Norfolk, Norfolk City VA. F: 65647471 

• Mary Corner (“Connie”) Evans Sullivan, 6 Jul 1884 Richmond VA – 28 Dec 1958 Nansemond, 
Suffolk VA. – She was a well-known tennis player, listed as Mrs. Willard Sullivan. - Buried in 
Bonaventure Cemetery, Savannah, Chatham GA with husband Willard Parker Sullivan (son 
of James Sullivan & Claudia Wilhelmenia Houston, 1880-1937, F: 123440942) whom she 
married 29 Mar 1910 in Birmingham, Jefferson AL. - VA death record lists her as the retired 
president of Auto Pack (spelling?) Corp. She died of heart failure in Lane Nursing Home, 
was a widow & burial was in Bonaventure Cemetery, Savannah, Chatham GA. F: 123440958 

 
Notes: 
 
Through his mother, Mary Trippe Beckwith, William Jr. was descended from Nathaniel Beckwith 
(born 1762 Dorchester MD), who served in the Revolutionary War as a corporal and seaman aboard 
the “Fearnought” in Chesapeake Bay. 
According to a newspaper article, a descendant of John Rolfe & his wife Pocahontas.  
 
Class of William and Mary College, Williamsburg VA, class of 1908, where he played on the varsity 
football team, was a member of Sigma Chi fraternity & participated in collegiate dramatics. 
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Some online genealogies show him residing in WV in various censuses, but it is unlikely that a NY 
actor was a farm laborer with a wife named Susie in West Virginia. That man is William Ernest 
Evans. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Binghamton (NY) Press and Sun-Bulletin” 24 Feb 1925 p 8 – “Guy Harrington and Edwin Evans vied 
for superiority as fun producers with honors even” in the production of “Chicken Feed” last night by 
the Harrington Players at the Stone Theater. Both have been audience favorites. 
 
US, National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers – Hampton VA – 1929-1930 
William Edwin Evans, enlisted 4 Dec 1917 TX. Private, 27th, 165th Depot Brigade. Discharged 24/18 
[sic] Texas; demob. Admitted for observation of nervous & mental disease, alcoholic psychosis, 
mental po---. Born VA, age 48, height 6 – 5 (5’6” as shown on WWII draft?), Protestant, storekeeper, 
residence subsequent to discharge: VA. Widower. NOK friend John Cahill Jr., 140 (?) Albemarle Ct., 
Norfolk VA. Admitted Dec 1929 – discharged 3 Feb 1930 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Newport News (VA) Daily Press" 19 Feb 1961 p 35 -Evans, William Edwin, Jr., age 79, 3210 
Huntington Ave., Newport News VA died at his home early Saturday 17 Feb [i.e. 18 Feb]. Survived by 
1 sister [unnamed]. Funeral to be Monday, 20 Feb 1961 in Hollywood Cemetery 
 
“Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Sunday, 20 Feb 1961 p 21 – William Edwin Evans Jr. d. in Newport 
News VA. Survived by sister Mrs. Turner Marshall Johnston of Hanover VA. Funeral to be held at 
Hollywood Cemetery on 20 Feb 1961. 
 
Social Security Number: 131-01-8887 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Bowling Green, Caroline VA – conducted 2 Jun 1880 
William Evans, 28 MD, father b. MD, mother b. VA, preacher 
Mary, 28 MD, parents b. MD, keeping house 
Hope, 5 MD 
Henrietta, 1 VA 
 
1900 Columbia, Richland SC – 1228 Senate St. – conducted 5 Jun 1900 
William E. Evans, 48 MD, Jul 1851, father b. MD, mother b. VA, married 25 years, minister 
Mary B., 48 MD, Mar 1852, parents b. MD, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living 
Henrietta B., 21 VA, Feb 1879 
William E. Jr., 19 VA, Feb 1881, at school 
Mary C., 14 VA, Jul 1885, at school 
 
1910 
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1920 Manhattan NY – W. 72nd St. – William & his mother – conducted 5 Jun 1920 
William Evans, 38 VA, single, parents b. MD, bookkeeper, steamship 
Mary Evans, 62 MD, widow, parents b. MD 
 lodgers with: 
Eugenie Combes (head) & several other lodgers 
 
1930 
 
1940 
 
1950 Elizabeth City VA – Veterans Administration Facility - line 26 
William E. Evans, 69 VA, never married, “veteran” 
 
 


