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TUSCANIA 

 

Evans, Thomas Ellis 
1891 Wales – 1983 WI 

 

 
From the 21 Jun 1922 passport application of Thomas Ellis Evans - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9965-3VJ8?i=592&cc=2185145 and 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/records/140995?tid=72698662&pid=

34439843638&queryId=24bcb1c4-c916-491b-ac57-
0f8e621365e4&_phsrc=cPx48154&_phstart=successSource  

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9965-3VJ8?i=592&cc=2185145
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/records/140995?tid=72698662&pid=34439843638&queryId=24bcb1c4-c916-491b-ac57-0f8e621365e4&_phsrc=cPx48154&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/records/140995?tid=72698662&pid=34439843638&queryId=24bcb1c4-c916-491b-ac57-0f8e621365e4&_phsrc=cPx48154&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/records/140995?tid=72698662&pid=34439843638&queryId=24bcb1c4-c916-491b-ac57-0f8e621365e4&_phsrc=cPx48154&_phstart=successSource
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On p. 223 in: 

 
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89066171281&view=1up&seq=247 

 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-

CS1N-QQJ6-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP86-
WZ3T&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89066171281&view=1up&seq=247
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/72040202/person/262466172016/facts 

 
 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_3282-

0244?pId=4027392939 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_3282-0244?pId=4027392939
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_3282-0244?pId=4027392939
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93D-
9D9R?i=133&cc=2046887&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AZ2ZN-

6MN2&lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2509/records/377203?tid=72698662&pid=3443984
3638&queryId=fd254d90-18ad-4ec9-be6f-

5b471c6749bc&_phsrc=cPx48157&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1174/records/140995?tid=72698662&pid=3443984

3638&queryId=24bcb1c4-c916-491b-ac57-
0f8e621365e4&_phsrc=cPx48154&_phstart=successSource 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 22 Feb 1983 p 21 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1146386?tid=72698662&pid=34439
843638&queryId=5ef0a86d-1824-47f7-a45f-

ab67b2c1a62e&_phsrc=cPx48150&_phstart=successSource 
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Redgranite WI news -  Oshkosh WI 
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Oshkosh WI 

 

 
Oshkosh WI 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Wife Elizabeth Griffiths: 

 

 
Wife Betty Griffiths Evans & son Trevor Evans, passport application of 28 Feb 1922 –  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-896B-Z47G?i=735&cc=2185145 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-896B-Z47G?i=735&cc=2185145


15 
 

 

 Madison 
WI 

 

 Madison WI 
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Oshkosh WI 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/72040202/person/262466172016/facts 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/72040202/person/262466172016/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1844-

0734?pId=450682665 
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Wife Amy Violet Clark Zielke 
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Children 

 
Son Trevor S. Evans (1921-2012) – Find A Grave 199236850 
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 St. Louis MO – marriage license 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61196/records/5107996 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/8774956 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/8773865?tid=72040202&pid=262467
087249&queryId=9c14b0cd-8f9b-4c26-a476-

5e80148936ee&_phsrc=cPx48129&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/80639?tid=72040202&pid=26246996

6371&queryId=255cf2bb-4a25-434d-acce-
e81de4772858&_phsrc=cPx48132&_phstart=successSource 

daughter Jane Evans Swegles (1925-2000) –  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/80639?tid=72040202&pid=262469966371&queryId=255cf2bb-4a25-434d-acce-e81de4772858&_phsrc=cPx48132&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/80639?tid=72040202&pid=262469966371&queryId=255cf2bb-4a25-434d-acce-e81de4772858&_phsrc=cPx48132&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/records/80639?tid=72040202&pid=262469966371&queryId=255cf2bb-4a25-434d-acce-e81de4772858&_phsrc=cPx48132&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2251/records/1051819 
 

 Lincoln NE 
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Fort Pierce FL 

 

 

 
Lima OH 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: Thomas Ellis Evans 
Name variations:  Tom Evans 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C - corporal 
Serial number: 251,096 
Entered service from: Redgranite, Waushara WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Thomas E. Evans 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  friend Robert L. Evans, Redgranite WI 
Returned from war on: "Leviathan" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Thomas E. Evans 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Thomas Evans, Trevor, North Wales, Great Britain (pvt, Co. 
F, 2nd Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Thomas Ellis Evans - b. 3 Oct 1892 Trevor, Wales; res: 
Redgranite, Waushara Wi. Single. Alien. Paving cutter for Universal Granite Co., Lohrville WI. Tall & 
stout build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 1939 NTSA: Redgranite WI - 1955 WI 
Survivors, Box 55, Red Granite WI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Thomas Ellis Evans - b. 5 Oct 1891 Trevor, North Wales; 
res: Box 137, Valders, Manitowoc WI. NOK Mrs. Betty Evans, same address. Employed by 
Manitowoc Shipbuilding Co., Manitowoc WI. Height: 6’ – weight: 196 lbs. Registered 25 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 24 May 1920 
Address: Red Granite WI 
Rank/unit: private, Co. F, 2nd Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  5 Oct 1891 Llanaelhaearn, Gwynedd, Wales (obit) (also found: 3 Oct 1892 Trevor, Wales – 
also on Welsh birth record as Pwilheli, Caernarvonshire, Wales.  
Died: 21 Feb 1983 Madison, Dane WI (in the Veterans Home at King)  
Find A Grave record: 86501918, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location: Redgranite, Waushara WI  
Cemetery: Foster Road 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  Thomas David Evans, 6 Jul 1854 Penmaenmawr, Gwynedd County, Wales – 1 Feb 1937 
Harlech, Gwyned County, Wales.  
Son of David Evans (1813-1885) & Margaret Williams (1819-1905). 
He was a sett maker in a quarry, someone who chips off granite to make paving or cobble stones. 
Find A Grave:   
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Mother:  Mary Williams Evans, 15 Sep 1852 Porthmadog, Gwynedd County, Wales – 3 Nov 1911 
Llanfairfechan, Caernarfonshire County, Wales. 
Daughter of John Williams (d. 1913) & Elizabeth Griffith (1817-1872). 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  1985 Llanaelhaearn, Caernarvonshire, Wales 
 
Spouse:  Elizabeth Ann (Betty) Griffiths Evans, 11 Dec 1891 Llithfaen, Gwynedd County, Wales 
[United Kingdom] [her 1922 passport application lists 11 Dec 1892] - 8 Aug 1973 Berlin, Green Lake 
WI.  
Daughter of John Robers Griffiths (1847-1913) & Jane Davies (1855-1942).  
Obituary: “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 9 Aug 1973 p 30 – Mrs. Thomas (Elizabeth G.) Evans, 81, of 
Redgranite, d. 8 Aug 1973 at the Berlin Memorial Hospital. Born 11 Dec 1891 Llithfaen, Wales, 
daughter of John & Jane (Davies) Griffith [sic]. Married Thomas Evans 5 Oct 1920 in Chicago IL. Was 
at one time a supervisor at Western Union in Chicago. Survived by her husband, son Trevor Evans 
of Leewood [sic/Leawood] KS & daughter Mrs. Jane Swegles (Avon Lake OH) & brother Robert John 
Griffiths of Llithfaen.  
Burial in Foster Road Cemetery, Redgranite, Waushara WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 86501920 
Marriage: 5 Oct 1920 Chicago, Cook IL by Rev. John E. Jones. Thomas Ellis Evans, age 28 & Miss 
Betty Griffith [sic], age 27, both of Chicago, Cook IL. 
 
Spouse:  Amy Violet Clark Zielke Evans, 30 Apr 1905 Viola, Richland WI – 25 Jan 1984 Oshkosh, 
Winnebago WI.  
See the biography of Adam Julius Zielke at www.tuscania1918.org for additional information. 
Daughter of Arthur Clark & Rosella Hankins.  
She was 1st married to Thomas’s fellow Tuscania survivor, Adam Julius Zielke (1892-1973, F: 
11252955) whom she married in Oshkosh, Winnebago WI on 17 Oct 1925 & with whom she is 
buried in Ellenwood Cemetery, Oshkosh, Winnebago WI.   
Obituary: “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 25 Jan 1984 p 18 – Amy Violet Evans, 78, Oshkosh, d. 25 
Jan 1984 at Mercy Medical Center. Born 30 Apr 1905 in Viola WI to Arthur & Roxella (Haukins) Clark. 
She married Adam Zielke 17 Oct 1925 in Oshkosh WI; he died 30 Apr 1973. She married Thomas 
Evans on 14 Jun 1975 in Oshkosh WI; he died Feb 1983.Employed by the Diamond Match Co.; after 
it closed, she worked in food service at Winnebago Mental Health Institute. Survived by son Donald 
Zielke in Oshkosh, plus 4 brothers & 3 sisters. Burial in Ellenwood Cemetery. 
Buried I Ellenwood Cemetery, Oshkosh, Winnebago WI with her 1st husband. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 11252954 
Marriage: 14 Jun 1975 Winnebago Co. WI, to Amy Violet Clark Zielke, the widow of his Tuscania 
comrade Adam Julius Zielke, he age 83, she age 70.  
"Oshkosh Northwestern" 5 Jun 1975 p 34 - marriage license application for Thomas E. Evans, 1212 
Beech St., Oshkosh, to Amy V. Zielke, 1512 Beech St., Oshkosh  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tuscania1918.org/
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Children: by Elizabeth Griffiths 
• Trevor S. Evans Sr., 19 Sep 1921 Cincinnati, Hamilton Co. OH – 8 Mar 2012 Lorain Co. OH. - 

Husband of Gertrude Hedwig Kanston (10 Jul 1922 Chicago, Cook IL - 2 Mar 2012 Avon 
Lake, Lorain OH, F: 199582042), obtaining a marriage license in St. Louis MO in Feb 1942. 
Gertrude was the daughter of Joseph Frank Konstan (Konstein) (1897-1967) & Hedwig --- 
(1899-1994). Major in WWII, 2nd Armor Division (“Hell on Wheels”); in Army 1940-1961. - 
Buried in Foster Road Cemetery, Redgranite, Waushara WI. F: 199236850 

• Jane Evans Swegles, 9 Aug 1925 WI – 1 Oct 2000 Lima, Allen OH. - Married Kyle Verne 
Swegles (1924 IL – 2001 FL) on 25 Dec 1946. Had a son Thomas Swegles & daughter Darien 
Swegles. The two children spent much time with their grandparents in Redgranite. Jane & 
Kyle divorced.- Buried in Foster Road Cemetery, Redgranite, Waushara WI with their 
daughter Darien Lee Swegles (1947-1952) who died Chicago, Cook at age 5. F: 115895879 

• Mary Evans, b. & d. 1929. Shares tombstone with her father Thomas & mother Elizabeth in 
Foster Road Cemetery, Redgranite, Waushara WI. F: 86501919 

 
Siblings: all born in Wales 

• David Evans, 29 Nov 1875 Llanaelhaearan, Carnarvonshire, Wales - 1957. Age 25 in 1901. 
• John Lewis Evans, 29 Mar 1879 Llanaelhaearan, Carnarvonshire, Wales – 16 Mar 1960. – 

Married in Jul 1906 in Pwllheli, Caernarvonshire, Wales to Ellen Jones. Traveled to NYC on 
29 Feb 1908. 

• Elizabeth Evans, 1882 Llanaelhaearan, Carnarvonshire, Wales – 1884. 
• Robert Hugh Evans, 12 Jul 1885 Llanaelhaearan, Carnarvonshire, Wales  - 1963. Age 16 in 

1901. 
• Margaret Elizabeth Evans Williams, 1889 Llanaelhaearan, Carnarvonshire, Wales – 7 Mar 

1952 Clynnog, Caernarvonshire, Wales. Age 11 in 1901. Married William James Williams.  
 
Notes: 
 
Additional family information supplied by Thomas’s son Trevor on the Evans genealogy can be 
found at: http://melin-y-coed.blogspot.com/2015/12/roots-evans.html  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Applied for naturalization on 26 Jun 1917 in circuit court in Waushara Co. WI, saying he was born 3 
Oct 1891.  
His records display online next to fellow Welshman & casualty of the Tuscania, Frank Sharpe. 
Thomas Ellis Evans, age 25, paving cutter, 5’11 ½”, weight: 180 lbs., brown hair, blue eyes.  
Born in Trevor, North Wales 3 Oct 1891, now residing in Redgranite, Waushara WI.  
Immigrated from Liverpool, England, on “Campania” (spelling?).  
Unmarried, no children.  
Last lived in Trevor, North Wales.  
Arrived in NY, NY 18 Mar 1913. [However, he is not actually naturalized until 1919 in Texas.]  
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93D-
9D9R?i=133&cc=2046887&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AZ2ZN-6MN2  
 
 
 

http://melin-y-coed.blogspot.com/2015/12/roots-evans.html
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93D-9D9R?i=133&cc=2046887&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AZ2ZN-6MN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93D-9D9R?i=133&cc=2046887&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AZ2ZN-6MN2
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Wartime: 
 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 8 Feb 1918 p 7 – Among the Wisconsin men aboard the Tuscania: 
Thomas H. [sic] Evans, corporal, Red Granite, Co. C, 107th Supply Train 
 
Post-war: 
 
TX naturalization records 1919 – US District Court for the Western District of TX, at San Antonio, 
Bexar Co. TX – Thomas Ellis Evans, soldier in Co. F, 2nd Supply Train, b. 3 Oct 1891 Trevor, North 
Wales. Not married, no children. While serving overseas, did not apply for citizenship while in 
France. Entered US Army 28 Jun 1917. Has lived in the US since 15 Mar 1913 & in TX since 1 Sep 
1919. Two lieutenant colonels sign testimony about him. Applied 22 Dec 1919. Admitted as citizen 
24 Dec 1919. 
 
Passport application for Thomas Ellis Evans – 21 Jun 1922 OH “please rush” – b. 3 Oct 1891 Trevor, 
North Wales. US citizen. Father: Thomas Evans, b. Penmaenmawr, Wales, now residing in Trevor, 
Wales. Emigrated from Liverpool, England in Mar 1913. Resident in US from 1913-1917 in Chicago 
IL. Naturalized in the District Court of the US in San Antonio TX on 24 Dec 1919. Resided outside the 
US – in France 1918-1919 – and in Germany, 1919-1919. Present residing in Cincinnati OH. 
Employed as paving cutter. Plans to return to US within the year. Purpose of trip to go to Wales to 
visit his parents. He plans to leave the port of NY [then Montreal is listed] on 1 Jul 1922. Age 30, 
5’11”, blue eyes brown hair. Photograph. 
 
Passport application for Betty Evans & infant Trevor Evans – 28 Feb 1922, approved 28 Feb 1922 – 
Betty Evans, for her & baby Trevor (who was born 19 Sep 1921 at Cincinnati OH). Betty was born 11 
Dec 1892 in Llithfaen, Wales. Her husband Thomas Ellis Evans was born in Wales & emigrated on 
the “Carmania” from Liverpool, England, on 5 Mar 1913 & lived 9 ½ years in the US, at Chicago IL. 
He was naturalized in the US District Court at San Antonio TX on 24 Dec 1919. She has lived in the 
US 2 ½ years, from Nov 1919 to 1922 in Chicago IL & Cincinnati OH. She currently resides in 
Cincinnati OH. Going to England & wales to visit relatives. To leave NY on SS “Baltic” 15 Apr 1922. 
Height 5’6” – 29 years old. 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 6 Sep 1950 p 15 – Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Evans have gone to Madison WI 
where he found employment. They expect to return for the winter months. 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 19 Sep 1952 p 9 – Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Evans & their 2 grandchildren 
returned from Chicago after spending a few days with the children’s parents, Mr. & Mrs. Kyle 
Swegles. 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 11 Nov 1952 p 15 – Thomas Evans spent the weekend at his home in 
Redgranite & then returned to the veterans’ hospital in Wood WI for continued medical treatment 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday, 13 Dec 1952 p 15 – The funeral for Darien Swegles, 5-year-
old Chicago girl, will be held here Tuesday. Darien & her brother Thomas spent the summer & fall 
here with their grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Evans. Darien was the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Kyle 
Swegles, who returned to Chicago after spending a week here. [IL death records: Darien Lee 
Swegles d. 5 Dec 1952 Cook Co. IL] 
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Obituary: 
 
"Oshkosh [WI] Northwestern" 21 Feb 1983 p 18 & 22 Feb 1983 p 21 - - age 91, of Redgranite WI, d. 
21 Feb in WI Vets Home (King) where he had lived since Oct 1978, funeral 23 Feb, burial Foster 
Road Cemetery with arrangements by Ruminski Funeral Home of Redgranite. Born 5 Oct 1891 
Trevor, Wales, son of Thomas David & Mary (Williams) Evans, married Elizabeth Ann Griffiths 5 Oct 
1920, she died 8 Aug 1973. Came to the US in 1916 [i.e. 1913] & settled in Redgranite, worked in 
Redgranite quarries until they closed 1930. WWI vet, 2nd Inf. Div. Member of VFW. Survived by son 
Trevor Evans & daughter Jane Swegles, both of Buffalo Grove IL. [This obituary does not mention 2nd 
wife Amy Clark Zielke Evans] 
 
Social Security Number: 394-03-2716 
 
Censuses:  
 
Found at: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:X9B7-13S?lang=en 
1901 England & Wales Census for Llanaelhaiarn, Caernarfonshire, Wales 
Thomas Evans, 46 Penmaenmawr, Carnarvonshire, Wales, settsmaker 
Mary, 48 Nevin, Caranarvonshire, Wales [wife 
& children: 
David, 25 Llanaelhaiarn, Carnarvonshire, Wales 
Robert Hugh, 16, Llanaelhaiarn, Carnarvonshire, Wales 
Margaret E., 11 Llanaelhaiarn, Carnarvonshire, Wales 
Thomas, 9 Llanaelhaiarn, Carnarvonshire, Wales 
& Thomas (Thomas’s father’s) mother: 
Margaret, 82 Abergele, Denbighshire, Wales  
 
1920 Justice Precinct 3, Bexar Co. TX – Camp Travis [US Army] – conducted 28 (?) Jan 1920 – line 96 
Thomas E Evans, 28 Wales, parents b. Wales, single, emigrated 1913, naturalized 1919, private 1st 
class, soldier 
 
1930 Redgranite, Waushara WI – conducted 5 Apr 1930 – but no Thomas who is enumerated 
separately 
Betty Evans, 37 Wales, married, age 26 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1916, naturalized, no occupation 
Trevor, 8 OH 
Jane, 4 years 7 months WI 
 
1930 Lannon, Waukesha WI – Trunk Highway “W” – conducted 4 Apr 1930 – line 20 
Tom Evans, 38 Wales, parents b. Wales, married, age 28 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1913, 
naturalized, stone cutter, quarry, boarding with: 
William & Emilie Hilger, their family & several other lodgers, including Evan Griffith, 53 Wales, 
parents b. Wales, married, age 28 at 1st marriage, stone cutter, quarry 
 
1940 Redgranite, Waushara WI – same house in 1935 – conducted 13 Apr 1940 
Thomas Evans, 48 Wales, stone cutter, quarry 
Betty, 47 Wales 
Trevor, 18 OH, first aid assistant, camp dispensary 
Jane, 14 WI 
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1950 Redgranite, Waushara WI – conducted 4 Apr 1950 
Thomas E. Evans, 59 Wales, occupation left blank 
Betty G., 59 Wales 
 


