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TUSCANIA 

 

Ellsworth, Benjamin Franklin, Jr. 
1874 NY – 1937 NC 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/2170605?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=2cd74166-c78f-4c85-b222-070b9691b17f&_phsrc=cPx47534&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/2170605?tid=&pid=&queryId=2cd74166-c78f-4c85-b222-070b9691b17f&_phsrc=cPx47534&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/2170605?tid=&pid=&queryId=2cd74166-c78f-4c85-b222-070b9691b17f&_phsrc=cPx47534&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Benjamin Franklin Ellsworth – “Asheville (NC) Citizen-Times” Tuesday 19 Oct 

1937 p 7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1121/records/601668805 

 

 NC Death Certificate – 
died of hypertensive heart disease & arteriosclerosis – auto salesman, son of Benjamin F. 

Ellsworth & Louise Engelken (b. Germany). Husband of Charlotte Ellsworth. Died in the 
Veterans Administration facility at Oteen NC. 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1121/records/601668805
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Benjamin Franklin Ellsworth, Jr. - NY, Abstracts of WWI Military Service - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/428818 and  
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/428818?tid=&pid=&queryId=

4a4c2b3d-f925-47d6-b106-c1ec784f5d99&_phsrc=cPx47542&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Cornell University Yearbook  - in Sigma Chi fraternity, class of 1896 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40392_b074154-
00149?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8ade17edda10018eae4d107664ef9dd7&use
PUB=true&_phsrc=hFB2163&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=239993258 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/428818
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40392_b074154-00149?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8ade17edda10018eae4d107664ef9dd7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB2163&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=239993258
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40392_b074154-00149?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8ade17edda10018eae4d107664ef9dd7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB2163&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=239993258
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40392_b074154-00149?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8ade17edda10018eae4d107664ef9dd7&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB2163&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=239993258
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Residence 
Directory of the Sigma Chi Fraternity – Cornell University, class of 1896 – p 405 

https://books.google.com/books?id=QSp-
AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA405&lpg=PA405&dq=%22benjamin+franklin+ellsworth%22+cornell&sou
rce=bl&ots=yQD2qGHEiF&sig=ACfU3U3WKMwKCz1KhRnCM0RdgZ2HaWOkDQ&hl=en&s
a=X&ved=2ahUKEwj1jpKh1YbsAhVBI6wKHe9mDeIQ6AEwAnoECAEQAQ#v=onepage&q=%

22benjamin%20franklin%20ellsworth%22%20cornell&f=false 
 
 

    

 
US, National Cemetery Interment Control Form – Arlington National Cemetery 
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Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-Q3WM-
7?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRQ4-

DYW2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/4015291518 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Benjamin’s return on the “Megantic” – leaving Liverpool, England, 23 May 1918 – arriving in 

NYC 5 Jun 1918 
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Sigma Chi Fraternity Manual and Directory – p 226 – Cornell University Class of 1896 

https://books.google.com/books?id=B84KAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA226&lpg=PA226&dq=%22benj
amin+franklin+ellsworth+jr%22&source=bl&ots=oy1dF0VxOH&sig=ACfU3U3mXtWAqUEG
16xx9UKt1fNaE_vkhA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiNvafq1YbsAhVOKKwKHX6KDi8Q6AEw
AnoECAgQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22benjamin%20franklin%20ellsworth%20jr%22&f=false 

   
 

 
Page 209 

 
Page 210 

“Cornell University: A History” – volume 4, by Waterman Thomas Hewitt 
https://books.google.com/books?id=C0dOAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA210&lpg=PA210&dq=%22wil
lie+etta+dennis%22+cornell&source=bl&ots=rFUwv9AEqH&sig=ACfU3U2PaOX1_hktkR3g
_fkxeoaEviAU5A&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiSj8PK1obsAhUBlKwKHYnHB4AQ6AEwAHoE

CAEQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22willie%20etta%20dennis%22%20cornell&f=false 
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"Asheville [NC] Citizen-Times“ 9 Oct 1937 p 7 - B.F. Ellsworth, age 62, body being taken to 
Arlington National Cemetery today. Came to Asheville NC in 1921, American Legion 
member. WWI veteran; served 2-1/2 years in the Field Artillery as a 1st lieutenant, Tuscania 
survivor. Before coming to Asheville was in the automobile business in NY & NJ, also in 
auto business in Riverside CA. Attended Cornell University, where he was on the boat crew 
& in Sigma Phi fraternity. Liked boating & hunting, won several cups in NY boat races. 
Survived by wife Charlotte I. Ellsworth. Was connected with Commerce Union Trust Co., 
Biltmore Farms & Fairview Sanitarium  
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Life: 
 

 

Brooklyn NY 
 

 
Brooklyn NY 

 

 

 New York NY 
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“New York Times” 9 Feb 1918 – he was married to his 1st wife, Willie Etta Dennis 

 

 
Wife Willie Etta Dennis 

 

 Yonkers NY 
 

 Brooklyn NY 
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Willie Etta Ellsworth’s divorce proceedings in Jan 1910, with witnesses claiming that her 

husband Benjamin had cohabitated with Charlotte Grosjean (whom he later marries). 
Willie Etta had moved out of their house, taking their son William Kenneth Ellsworth, age 
12, with her, upon her discovery of his affair. William was in the courtroom but left before 

the testimony about his father’s infidelity. 
“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 6 Jan 1910 p 1 
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His wife’s name is not Wilhelmina – her maiden name was not Lampory – Charlotte is not 

from Switzerland 
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 New York NY 
 

 

 Brooklyn NY 
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Wife Charlotte Grosjean 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61253/records/273448?tid=&pid=&queryId
=d29fe720-505a-4b04-a353-3f3fd2e439c0&_phsrc=cPx47521&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61253/records/273448?tid=&pid=&queryId=d29fe720-505a-4b04-a353-3f3fd2e439c0&_phsrc=cPx47521&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61253/records/273448?tid=&pid=&queryId=d29fe720-505a-4b04-a353-3f3fd2e439c0&_phsrc=cPx47521&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1121/records/336095?tid=&pid=&queryId=
9d74bf8b-5275-4055-ad3d-a049be865819&_phsrc=cPx47519&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1121/records/336095?tid=&pid=&queryId=9d74bf8b-5275-4055-ad3d-a049be865819&_phsrc=cPx47519&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1121/records/336095?tid=&pid=&queryId=9d74bf8b-5275-4055-ad3d-a049be865819&_phsrc=cPx47519&_phstart=successSource
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 Asheville NC 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/74790083/person/212197127819/facts?_phsrc=cPx47532&_phstart=suc

cessSource 
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Asheville NC 
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Asheville NC 
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Asheville NC 
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Son 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/KLW2-6K1 
 
 

 
He & his son both served in WWI – NY service record of Benjamin’s son, William Kenneth 

Ellsworth - NY, Abstracts of WWI Military Service - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/277197?tid=&pid=&queryId=

52cd118c-419e-47e8-8b9f-925531fd3d61&_phsrc=cPx47544&_phstart=successSource 
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WWI draft registration 5 Jun 1917 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/71848179 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-Q34J-

5?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRQC-
ZRT2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/71848179
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 Kansas City MO 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61632/records/2492949?tid=&pid=&queryI

d=ebbe86a0-24b8-443d-b310-
9b6c3912e425&_phsrc=cPx47540&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61632/records/2492949?tid=&pid=&queryId=ebbe86a0-24b8-443d-b310-9b6c3912e425&_phsrc=cPx47540&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61632/records/2492949?tid=&pid=&queryId=ebbe86a0-24b8-443d-b310-9b6c3912e425&_phsrc=cPx47540&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61632/records/2492949?tid=&pid=&queryId=ebbe86a0-24b8-443d-b310-9b6c3912e425&_phsrc=cPx47540&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/29672731 

 

 

 Kansas City MO 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/29672731
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/17768900 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60382/records/46421916 
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Father 
 
 

 

 Brooklyn NY 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61535/records/2149280?tid=166964059&p

id=312347517184&queryId=a0bb0e32-e843-4b54-8b06-
52b4e46fc9f8&_phsrc=cPx47514&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Mother 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8936/records/9655?tid=166964059&pid=3

12347517184&queryId=d5322bad-7bee-4013-991c-
d90b8715b971&_phsrc=cPx47512&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61535/records/2149280?tid=166964059&pid=312347517184&queryId=a0bb0e32-e843-4b54-8b06-52b4e46fc9f8&_phsrc=cPx47514&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61535/records/2149280?tid=166964059&pid=312347517184&queryId=a0bb0e32-e843-4b54-8b06-52b4e46fc9f8&_phsrc=cPx47514&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61535/records/2149280?tid=166964059&pid=312347517184&queryId=a0bb0e32-e843-4b54-8b06-52b4e46fc9f8&_phsrc=cPx47514&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8936/records/9655?tid=166964059&pid=312347517184&queryId=d5322bad-7bee-4013-991c-d90b8715b971&_phsrc=cPx47512&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8936/records/9655?tid=166964059&pid=312347517184&queryId=d5322bad-7bee-4013-991c-d90b8715b971&_phsrc=cPx47512&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8936/records/9655?tid=166964059&pid=312347517184&queryId=d5322bad-7bee-4013-991c-d90b8715b971&_phsrc=cPx47512&_phstart=successSource
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 New York NY 
 

 

 Brooklyn NY 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Benjamin Franklin Ellsworth, Jr. 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Officer Reserve Corps, Casuals – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number: Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from: New York, New York NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Benjamin Franklin Ellsworth, Jr. 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Charlotte Ellsworth, 230 W. 180th St., NY, NY 
Returned from war on: "Megantic" Jun 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Benjamin F. Ellsworth 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  NOK was not listed for any man on this form - his early 
return confirmed by NY Army Card which notes return from overseas on 3 Jun 1918 (1st lt, 
F.A.N.A.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 27 Nov 1917 
Discharged 5 Feb 1920 
Address:  Rte. 1, Asheville NC 
Rank/unit:  1st lieutenant, Quartermaster Corps 
 
NY, Abstracts of WWI Military Service 
Benjamin Franklin Ellsworth, Jr., resident of 215 Manhattan Ave., NY NY, b. Brooklyn NY 24 
Jan 1874. Appointed 1st lieutenant 27 Nov 1917 OL Presidio, San Francisco CA; 1st 
lieutenant Quartermaster Corps 27 Nov 1917, to discharge. Served in France, NY NY, 
Boston MA. Overseas 23 Jan 1918 to 3 Jun 1918. Discharged 5 Feb 1920. Disability 
percentage not noted. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 24 Jan 1874 Brooklyn, Kings NY  
Died: 17 Oct 1937 Asheville, Buncombe NC (at the US Veterans Hospital, Oteen, Asheville, 
Buncombe NC)   
Find A Grave record: 49178417, presence on Tuscania noted in flower   
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington Co. VA 
Cemetery: Arlington National 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  Benjamin Franklin Ellsworth, Sr., ca. 1847 NY – 20 Feb 1929 Central Islip, Suffolk 
NY. 
Son of William Ellsworth (1797-1883, F: 152655378) & Louisa Middleton (1811-1891, F: 
152655290).  
Obituary: “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 22 Feb 1929 p 22 – Benjamin F. Ellsworth, services by 
G.W. Smith Inc. Funeral Parlor, 1875 Oxford St., Brooklyn, Saturday, 23 Feb 1929, 2 p.m. 
Buried in Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings NY on 23 Feb 1929. 
Find A Grave: 161939417 
 
Mother:  Louise/Louisa C. Engelken Ellsworth, 1848 Bremen, Germany – 25 Jul 1908 
Manhattan, New York Co. NY.  
Daughter of Heinrich Engelken of Bremen, Germany.  
Describes herself as an authoress in the 1905 NY state census.  
Buried in Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings NY on 27 Jul 1908. 
Find A Grave: 152655317 
Parents’ marriage: 20 Jan 1872 Brooklyn NY.  
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Marriage license application on 17 Jan 1872. Ceremony performed by Rev. Benjamin M. 
Adams. Benjamin F. Ellsworth & Louise C. Engelken, daughter of the late Heinrich Engelken 
of Bremen, Germany.  
“NY Daily Herald” 21 Jan 1872 p 9 – Married: Ellsworth-Engelken, on Wednesday, 17 Jan 
1872, at the residence of Miss Bergen, 144 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, by Rev. Benjamin M. 
Adams, Benjamin F. Ellsworth to Louise C., daughter of the late Heinrich C. Engelken of 
Bremen, Germany. No cards. 
 
Spouse: Willie Etta (Willetta) Dennis Ellsworth Whitley, 1 Aug 1874 NY (Aug 1874 in 1900 
census) - 14 Apr 1960 Brooklyn, Kings NY (buried 18 Apr 1960).  
Daughter of William Dennis & Anna Matthias.  
“Brooklyn Times Union” 11 Apr 1920 p 13 – Mrs. Oliver Goldsmith Carter, 1440 Albemarle 
Rd., hosted an evening of music with performers from the Metropolitan Opera at her home 
on 10 Apr 1920. Among those present: Mrs. Willie Etta Ellsworth.  
 
Likely the Willie E. Ellsworth listed in the 1924 Brooklyn NY voter list, living at 1270 Bergen 
St. 
 
Married 9 Jan 1930 in Bridgeport CT to Frederic Whitley. She was the 2nd wife of Frederic 
Nelson Whitley, 15 Jun 1880 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 26 Apr 1957 Brooklyn, Kings NY, F: 
57230459.  
 
Frederic Nelson Whitley’s 1st wife was Letitia Cunderman Bradford (1883-1968).  
 
Frederic Nelson Whitley was born 15 Jun 1880 in Brooklyn, Kings NY & died Apr 1957 in 
Brooklyn, Kings NY. He was the son of John Whitley & Annie E. Nelson. His Find A Grave: 
57230459 
 
Frederic Nelson Whitley, age 49, b. 15 Jun 1880 Brooklyn NY & wife Willie Etta Whitley, age 
55, b. 1 Aug 1874 Northport, Long Island NY sailed on the ship “Lapland” from NYC on 11 
Jan 1930 & return on 23 Jan 1930. They are residents on Remsen St. in Brooklyn.   
 
In the 1930 Brooklyn NY census, living at 90 Remsen St., are Frederic N. Whitley (49 NY, 
father b. Ireland, mother b. NY) & Willie C. Whitley (55 NY), parents b. NY. He is an 
engineer, with his own office.  
 
In the 1940 census, Frederic (59 NY) & Willie (65 NY) lived on Henry Street, also their 
address in 1935. He is president, engineering contractor.  
 
Frederic served in WWI; on his WWII draft card (1942) he resides at 155 Henry St., Kings 
Co. NY with wife Mrs. Frederic Nelson Whitley, mailing address of 173 Pacific St. 
   
An interview with Frederic appears in the “New Yorker” magazine of 3 Nov 1951, entitled 
“Up the Chimney.” The article’s summary says Whitley is “the world’s greatest authority on 
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fireplaces.” He is age 70’ his office is on the 2nd floor of a converted stable on Pacific 
Street. He was consulted on the White House renovation of its 27 fireplaces. He is the 3rd 
generation in the company.  
The fireplace firm was established in 1873 by James Whitley, then was operated by his son 
(Frederic’s father) John Whitley. They worked on fireplaces for the “400” families of NYC, 
like the Morgans, Rockefellers, Vanderbilts, Astors, Roosevelts & Delanos.  
The “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 29 Nov 1907 p 20 reports that Frederic’s father John shot & 
killed his 2nd wife, then committed suicide by jumping from a building. 
 
Frederic & Willie Etta are buried in Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 57230476  
Marriage: 7 May 1895 Kings Co. NY.  
The contentious divorce proceedings of Benjamin & Willie in Jan 1910 are detailed in the 
article copied above.  
Benjamin fails to pay her alimony. In 1912, he served a sentence of 6 months in the Ludlow 
Street jail, and 10 years later, he was brought up on the same offense. His plea was that his 
jail sentence had erased the debt & he had no means whatsoever to pay the $5,700 due. [In 
addition to alimony to his ex-wife Willie, this would also have been child support for his 
son.]  
“New York Daily News” 18 Nov 1920 p 4 – “Gets 22 Years in Which to Pay Up Alimony” – 
Benjamin F. Ellsworth, auto salesman, was allowed yesterday by Supreme Court Justice 
Mullan to liquidate the $5,700 arrears in alimony owed to his former wife, Willie Etta 
Ellsworth, by paying $5 a week. To pay the total will take 22 years & he is 47 years old. 
 
The Dennis family: 
 
Willetta’s mother was Anna Matthias Dennis Danne, whose tombstone has the 
hyphenated surname Dennis-Danne. Born 4 Jul 1850 NY – died 8 May 1926 Queens NY. 
Daughter of Henry Matthias (1806-1866).  
Anna Matthias sailed from Bremen, Germany, on 10 May 1880. 
Anna Dennis married Emil Danne in 1908 in NJ. 
Buried in Northport Rural Cemetery, Northport, Suffolk NY with daughter Helen Dennis. 
Lamport.  F: 35019195 
Obituary of Anna’s husband Emil Danne: “Brooklyn Standard Union” 6 Oct 1915 p 3 – Emil 
Danne d. 4 Oct 1915 at his home, 288A Decatur. Born in Germany; died at age 66. Lived in 
Brooklyn the last 42 years. Survived by wife Anna L. Danne (nee Dennis) & 3 sisters in 
Germany. Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Maspeth, Queens NY, F: 110827864. – 
Naturalized 27 Oct 1893, residing at 47 Cedar St., Brooklyn NY.  
 
In the 1880 census for Brooklyn, Kings NY: William Dennis (30 NY) & Anna Dennis (30 NY) 
living at 156 Schermerhorn St. with children Willie E. Dennis (6 NY, misidentified as male) & 
Nellie M. (2 NY), boarding with Charles & Ella Lockwood. 
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Willie’s sisters include: 
 
Helen M. Dennis Lamport, 1878 – 1923. - Wife of Freeborn S. Lamport, whom she married 
22 Sep 1897 in Richmond Hill NY, listed as Nellie M. Dennis. M- arriage of daughter Evelyn: 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Friday, 30 Mar 1917 p 10 – About 20 years ago, Mr. & Mrs. Free S. 
Lamport, 721 Vanderveer Ave., ran off to get married at the Church of the Resurrection, 
Richmond Hill NY. Their daughter, Miss Evelyn S. Lamport & Ransom Soper, 47 Cedar Ave., 
Richmond Hill, did the same thing last Tuesday & were married in the same church. Evelyn 
sent a telegram to her grandmother, Mrs. Emil Danne, of 847 Manor Ave., Woodhaven NY, 
knowing she was hosting a birthday party for her daughter Vera & that her parents would be 
at the party. - Obituary: “Brooklyn Chat” Sat., 2 Jun 1923 p 67 – Helen M. Dennis Lamport, 
age 45, Essex St., died Sunday of indigestion while driving to Asbury Park NJ. Wife of 
Freeborn S. Lamport. Born in Northport, Long Island NY. Survived by 2 sisters: Mrs. William 
E. [Willie Etta] Ellsworth & Mrs.  Edward R. Greene. Buried in Northport Rural Cemetery, 
Northport, Suffolk NY, along with her mother & Nellie Matthias Cox. F: 35019126 
 
 

   
“Brooklyn Times Union” 29 May 1923 p 7 

 
Vera Matthias Dennis Greene, 27 Mar 1890 Brooklyn NY – Jul 1978. - Wife of Edward 
Falworth Rudiger Greene, whom she married 22 Sep 1897 in Richmond Hill NY. He was a 
professor at Bay Shore High School & had served in France, at St. Mihiel. - In the 1930, 
Edward F.R. Greene, 39 NY & Vera M. Greene (39 NY) lived in Queens NY. SSN 262-43-
0709. Her last residence was in Zephyrhills, Pasco FL. - Obituary: “Tampa Bay Times” 4 Jul 
1978 p 37 – Mrs. Vera M. Greene, age 88, of 809 Fourth St. SW, Largo FL, d. 2 Jul 1978.  Born 
Brooklyn NY; came here 20 years ago from Long Island NY. Retired secretary for American 
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Agricultural Chemical Co. of NY. Survived by husband Edward F.R. Greene & niece Evelyn 
Soper of Long Island NY. 
 

 
The marriage of Willie Etta Dennis Ellsworth’s sister, Vera Matthias Dennis, to Edward 

Falworth Rudiger Greene, misidentified with middle name Budiger. “Brooklyn Times Union” 
24 Apr 1919 p 
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Spouse:  Charlotte Grosjean Ellsworth Dunn, 20 May 1889 NY – 30 Sep 1966 Asheville, 
Buncombe NC.   
Daughter of Arnold Grosjean & Pauline Fechner.  
In Benjamin’s 1910 divorce proceedings with his 1st wife Willie Etta, Charlotte admits to 
sometimes using the name “Miss Fickner.” Lists a birthplace of Germany in the 1910 
census & is described as a “pretty Swiss girl” in Benjamin’s 1910 divorce proceedings with 
his 1st wife, Willie Etta Dennis.  Charlotte & Benjamin are accused of cohabitation when he 
was married to Willie. 
On the 1930 census, Charlotte S. Ellsworth, age 40, reported her 1st marriage occurred at 
age 20. But in 1910, she had reported she was in her 1st marriage with Benjamin Ellsworth, 
while he was in his 2nd marriage.  
Obituary: “Asheville (NC) Citizen-Times” 2 Oct 1966 p 31 – Mrs. Charlotte Ellsworth Dunn, 
of the Manor Retirement Inn, former secretary to Oteen Veterans Administration Hospital 
administrator for over 20 years, d. 1 Oct 1966 [differs from Find A Grave] in her home. 
Widow of Edward E. Dunn Sr., co-owner of the old Brownell-Dunn-Loving Funeral Home; 
he died in 1959. Involved in numerous civic operations; was production & supply services 
chairman of the Red Cross & secretary to the Asheville Pilot Club. Survived by 3 stepson & 
a stepdaughter. 
Married Edward Eugene Dunn on 1 Sep 1941 in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Asheville, 
Buncombe NC. Edward & Charlotte are buried together.  
Edward was born 11 Aug 1886 TN & died 4 Dec 1959 NC. He was the son of George 
Washington Dunn & Florence Josephine Chumler. Edward’s Find A Grave: 39477941 
Edward had married Elizabeth Kinnane (1887-1965) with whom he had 4 children. 
Charlotte’s cause of death: coronary thrombosis 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Asheville, Buncombe NC. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 39477632 
Marriage: 1910 in Buncombe Co. NJ. Benjamin Ellsworth was age 55 & Charlotte Grosjean 
was age 52. 
 
Children: by his 1st wife, Willie Etta Dennis 

• William Kenneth Ellsworth, 5 Feb 1896 Brooklyn, KIngs NY – 19 Jun 1960 Kansas 
City, Jackson MO (in the Veterans Administration Hospital). - SSN 064-05-8471. - 
The “Tuscania” sinks on William’s 22nd birthday. - On his NY birth certificate, his 
parents are Benjamin Franklin Ellsworth, 22 NY, clerk & Willie Etta Ellsworth. 
Enlisted 22 May 1916 in the NY Guard. - Husband of Marie Weber (25 Nov 1895 NYC, 
NY-9 Mar 1979 MO), the daughter of Jacob Weber & Amelia Miller, whom he married 
4 Oct 1921 in New Rochelle NY. Marie’s body was cremated. At the time of her 
death, she was a resident of Shawnee Mission, Johnson KS. - On his WWI draft card, 
he resides at 847 Manor Ave., Niagara Falls NY, b. 5 Feb 1896 Brooklyn NY & is a 
machine tool salesman for Henry Prentiss & Co. Inc, 149 Broadway & is responsible 
for partially supporting his mother. Had served 6 months in the NY Field Artillery.  - 
His NY service card (copied above) shows Army service from 13 Dec 1917 to 31 May 



33 
 

 

1919; had been promoted to corporal & then to sergeant.  - On his WWII draft card 
(1942), b. 5 Feb 1896 Brooklyn NY, resident of 19 Plymouth St., New Hyde Park, 
Nassau NY, employed at New Amsterdam Casualty Co., 60 John St., NY, NY, NOK 
Mrs. Marie Ellsworth. Living at 167 Livingston Ave., Albany NY when he was awarded 
a Conspicuous Service Medal, issued Jun 1967; had served as PFC, Co. E, 363rd 
Regiment, 91st Division. – At the time of his death, he was a resident of Prairie 
Village, Johnson KC. Cause of death: arteriosclerotic heart disease.  – His body was 
cremated. 

 
Siblings: only child 
 
Pre-war: 
 
When Benjamin Jr. was born in Brooklyn NY on 24 Jan 1874, his parents, Benjamin F. 
Ellsworth, b. NY, & Louise Engelken, b. Germany, resided at 279 Schermerhorn St., NYC, 
Kings NY. 
 
Graduate of Cornell University, Ithaca NY, class of 1896 
 
Wartime: 
 
The Tuscania sunk on his son William Kenneth Ellsworth’s 22nd birthday. William was also 
serving in WWI. Most of the men on “Tuscania” were around his son’s age.  
 
"NY Evening World" 8 Feb 1918 p 4 - the 1st lieutenant's wife Charlotte was woken at 1 a.m. 
at 230 W. 105th St. with a cable" "Arrived safely." She didn't realize its significance until 
friends phoned her at breakfast time with news of the sinking. He was formerly in Squadron 
C, N.B. N.Y., took officers' training at Presidio, San Francisco, commissioned in artillery 
regiment  
 
“NY Herald” 9 Feb 1918 - age 44, lived with wife Charlotte at 230 W. 180th St., moved to 
NYC 3 months before Tuscania  

 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
On 21 Dec 1923, former wife Willie Etta Ellsworth, 60 Broadway, NYC, signs as a witness to 
the will of Edward McClure Peters. 
 
1925 Asheville NC city directory: 
Benjamin F. & Charlotte L. Ellsworth, cashier & auditor, Commerce Union Trust Co. & 
notary, same. Home: RD 1, Asheville. 
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Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number:  likely died before these were assigned 
 
Censuses: 
 
1875 NY state census – Kings Co. NY – conducted 17 Jun 1875 – with paternal grandparents 
– the census identifies the NY county in which each person was born 
Found at: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6FF7-
C7J?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVNJW-
4Q1&action=view&cc=1918735&lang=en&groupId= 
William E. Ellsworth, 68, b. Kings Co. NY, his occupation copied below but questionable 
what it is [son] – fire insurance? Fore? [head of household] 

 
Louisa, 55, b. Queens Co. NY [wife] 
Marie, 38, b. Queens Co. NY [daughter] 
William, 35, b. Kings Co. NY [son] 
Cornelia J., 32, b. Kings Co. NY [daughter] 
Benjamin F., 28, b. Kings Co. NY, occupation the same as his father William’s[son] 
Benjamin F., 1, born Kings Co. NY [grandson] 
Louisa, 26, b. Germany [mother – but obviously the mother of Benjamin Jr., not the mother 
of 68-year-old William – should read daughter-in-law] 
Charles H., 24, b. Kings Co. NY, attorney [son] 
& domestic servant Mary Mahoney, 21 Ireland 
 
 
1880 Orange, Essex NJ – 164 Ridge St. – conducted 15 Jun 1880 
Benjamin F. Ellsworth, 33 NY, parents b. NY, life insurance 
Louise C., 32 Bremen, Germany, parents b. Bremen, Germany, keeping house 
Benjamin E., 6 NY 
 
1892 NY state census – Brooklyn NY – as of 1 Feb 1892 
Benj. F. Ellsworth, 44 US, citizen, broker 
Louise C., 40 Germany, alien 
Benj. F., 18 US, citizen 
 
1900 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 454 Bainbridge St. – conducted 4 Jun 1900 
Benj. F. Ellsworth, Jr., 26 NY, Jan 1874, father b. NY, mother b. Germany, married 5 years, 
clerk (telephone company) 
Willetta, 25 NY, Aug 1874, parents b. NY, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Wm. K., 4 NY, Feb 1896 
And servant Lucy Bentley, race; Black, 40 VA, Mar 1860, parents b. VA [likely born a slave] 
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1905 NY state census – Brooklyn, Kings NY – as of 1 Jun 1905 – line 30 (on left side of 
double-spread page) 
B.F. Ellsworth, Jr., 31 US, manager 
Willetta, 30 US, housework 
Kenneth W., 9 US, at school 
 
1905 NY state census – 155 Hancock – his parents: 
Benjamin F. Ellsworth, 58 US, secretary/life insurance 
Louise C., 57 Germany, authoress, lived in US 37 years 
 
1910 Bronx, NY, NY – 1316 Stebbins Ave. – conducted 29 Apr 1910 [his divorce proceedings 
with 1st wife Willie Etta had occurred in Jan 1910] 
Benjamin Ellsworth, 36 NY, father b. NY, mother b. Germany, in 2nd marriage, salesman, 
automobiles 
Charolotte R., 21 Germany, father b. Switzerland, mother b. Germany, emigrated 1893, in 
1st marriage [wife]  
 
1910 Brooklyn, Kings NY – his ex-wife & son – St. John’s Place - conducted 
Willetta Ellsworth, 35 NY, divorced, parents b. NY, librarian, law office 
William K., 14 NY, parents b. NY 
 
1915 NY state census - Queens NY 
Free S. Lamport, 40 US 
Helen M. Lamport, 35 US [wife – this is Willetta’s sister Helen] 
Eveylyn S., 17 US [ daughter] 
Mrs. Willieata Ellsworth, 40 US, librarian [sister-in-law] 
 
1920 Richmond, Richmond NY – Fort Hill Hospital – conducted 12 Jan 1920 – lline 25 
Benjamin J. Ellsworth, 45 NY, parents b. NY, married, officer, US Army 
 
1930 Asheville, Buncombe NC – 17 Copps Cove Rd. - conducted 
Benjamin F. Elsworth [sic], 56 NY, father b. NY, mother b. Germany, age 36 at 1st marriage. 
Public accountant, WWI veteran 
Charlotte S., 40 NY, father b. Switzerland, mother b. Germany, age 20 at 1st marriage, 
secretary, hospital 
 
1940 dead 
 


