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TUSCANIA 
 

Eikenberry, Russell Earnest / Russell Emmet 
1891 IN – 1966 CA 

 

 
Russell Earnest Eikenberry – Find A Grave 37451538 
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Russell Earnest Eikenberry - “Indianapolis (IN) Star” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
 
 
 

    

   
Veterans Administration Master Index -  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-HQ7H-
G?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BZS-

MPMM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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Lancaster PA Mennonite 
Vital Records, 1750-2014 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60592/images/43954_345978-
00336?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=491022 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60592/images/43954_345978-00336?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=491022
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60592/images/43954_345978-00336?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=491022
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/13590158 
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Emmet? Earnest? - https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/392118 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088162/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088162/facts 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088162/facts


7 
 

 

Life: 
 

 

Elwood IN 
 
 

 
Elwood IN 

 

 
Elwood IN 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



8 
 

 

 
When this article was published  4 Feb 1918, that Russell would be receiving a draft 
examination card, he was not only already in the Army but one day away from being 

torpedoed on “Tuscania” 
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 Elwood IN 
 

 

 Indianapolis IN 
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“Elwood (IN) Call-Leader” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 & continued on p 4 
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 Eldora IN 
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“Muncie (IN) Star Press” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Muncie IN 
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“Muncie (IN) Star Press” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
Eldora IN 
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Muncie IN 

 
 
 
 

Father 
 

 
Elwood IN 
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Elwood IN 

 
 

 
Elwood IN 

 

 
Logansport IN 
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 Elwood IN 
 

Elwood IN 
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Elwood IN 
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Mother 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088149/facts 

 

 
Elwood IN 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088149/facts
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Elwood IN 
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Anderson IN 
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Siblings: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9242/records/184491?tid=53297155&pid=

13551088158&queryId=3929bfbf-8ef7-4d62-b1b9-
6aa8cc54311a&_phsrc=cPx47007&_phstart=successSource 

brother Ralph Eikenberry (1882 -  ) 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Indianapolis IN 
Sister Cora May Eikenberry Cantner (1883-1943)  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9242/records/184491?tid=53297155&pid=13551088158&queryId=3929bfbf-8ef7-4d62-b1b9-6aa8cc54311a&_phsrc=cPx47007&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9242/records/184491?tid=53297155&pid=13551088158&queryId=3929bfbf-8ef7-4d62-b1b9-6aa8cc54311a&_phsrc=cPx47007&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9242/records/184491?tid=53297155&pid=13551088158&queryId=3929bfbf-8ef7-4d62-b1b9-6aa8cc54311a&_phsrc=cPx47007&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088154/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13552264977/facts  

 

 
Elwood IN 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088154/facts
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Elwood IN 

 

 
Elwood IN 
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Elwood IN 

 

 
Elwood IN 
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Elwood IN 
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 Elwood IN 
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Brother Charles Elmer Eikenberry (1885-1938)  
 

 

 Anderson IN 
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Elwood IN 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088168/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088168/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60281/records/3516155?tid=53297155&pi

d=13558395904&queryId=9679e931-1776-4ec2-960e-
7ce646a35753&_phsrc=cPx47010&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60281/records/3516155?tid=53297155&pid=13558395904&queryId=9679e931-1776-4ec2-960e-7ce646a35753&_phsrc=cPx47010&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60281/records/3516155?tid=53297155&pid=13558395904&queryId=9679e931-1776-4ec2-960e-7ce646a35753&_phsrc=cPx47010&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60281/records/3516155?tid=53297155&pid=13558395904&queryId=9679e931-1776-4ec2-960e-7ce646a35753&_phsrc=cPx47010&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/97758832 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/97758832
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Elwood IN 

 

 
Elwood IN 
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Elwood IN 
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Elwood IN 

 

 
Anderson IN 

 

 
Alexandria IN 
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Anderson IN 

 

 
Elwood IN 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1171/records/500490635 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1171/records/500490635
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Anderson IN 
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Anderson IN 

 

 
Elwood IN 
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 Elwood IN 
Brother Harry Emmett Eikenberry (1895-1965) -  

 

 

 Elwood IN 
 

 
Elwood IN 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088166/facts 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088166/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61460/records/900101578?tid=53297155&
pid=13551088166&queryId=740bf860-7cc4-4636-84a3-

f9308c235983&_phsrc=cPx47013&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088166/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/53297155/person/13551088166/facts
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
Name: Russell Earnest Eikenberry 
Name variations:   
Russel Eikenberry, with one “L” in Russell.  
Middle name sometimes spelled Ernest. 
The 1917 newspaper articles about his draft call him Russell Emmet Eikenberry. His WWI 
draft record is open to interpretation either way. 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 7th Squad - private 
Serial number: 249,843 
Entered service from: Elwood, Madison IN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Russell E. Eikenberry 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Elias Eikenberry, 1110 N. Anderson St., Ellwood IN 
Returned from war on: "Caserta" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Russell E. Eikenberry 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Elias Eikenberry, 1110 N. Anderson St., Elwood IN 
(PFC, 50th Aero Sq)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Russell Earnest Eikenberry - b. 31 Oct 1891 Elwood 
IN; res: 1110 N. Anderson, Elwood, Madison IN. Single. Employed as table waiter, Nolans 
Restaurant, Sandusky OH. Medium height & build. [registered on 29 May 1917, earlier than 
the national registration day of 5 Jun 1917] 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Russell Eikenberry - b. 31 Oct 1891 Ellwood IN; 
res: 117 S. Vendome, Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. NOK Mrs. Cora Cantner, same address 
[his sister]. Employed at Santa Fe Grill, corner of Santa Fe & 7th St., Los Angeles CA. “head 
on left forearm” [presumably a tattoo]. Height: 5’9” – “about 156 lbs.” Card is signed for 
him by Anna Pearl Peterson. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index 
Enlisted 16 Aug 1917 
Discharged 20 May 1919 
Address:  515 W. 7th St., Los Angeles CA 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, Cas Det 160 Depot Brigade; 50th Aero Squadron 
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Birth & death: 
Born: 31 Oct 1891 Elwood, Madison IN  
Died: 20 Jan 1966 Los Angeles Co. CA    
Find A Grave record: 37451538, photo, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: San Diego, San Diego CA 
Cemetery: Fort Rosecrans National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Indiana PFC 50 Aero Sq WWI 
 
Father:  Elias Franklin Eikenberry, 6 Dec 1856 Carroll Co. IN [obituary places birth in PA] – 
17 May 1932 Elwood, Madison IN.  
Son of Christopher Eikenberry & Susannah Overholser.  
Buried in Musselman Cemetery, Camden, Carroll IN. 
Find A Grave: 213195775  
 
Mother:  Sarah A. Musselman Eikenberry, 2 Sep 1858 near Camden, Carroll Co. IN – 17 Jul 
1926 Elwood, Madison IN.  
Daughter of Daniel T. Musselman & Susanna Replogle.  
Buried in Musselman Cemetery, Camden, Carroll IN. 
Find A Grave: 213196009 
Parents’ marriage: 19 Feb 1880 Carroll Co. IN 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Russell was the fourth of five children. 

• Ralph Eikenberry, 11 Jun 1882 Carroll Co. IN. Not mentioned in a May 1899 
newspaper article as part of the family. Dead before 1900 census. He is supposedly 
buried in Grant Co. IN.  

• Cora May Eikenberry Cantner, 25 Jun 1883 Flora, Carroll IN – 20 Jan 1943 Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles CA. - Wife of Charles Davis Cantner (1873- Nov 1944).They 
obtained a marriage license on 8 Jul 1914 in CA. He was age 41, she age 31, both 
residents of Los Angeles CA. - Obituary on Find A Grave reports she was survived by 
her husband & 2 brothers, Harry & Russell Eikenberry. Private secretary to the head 
of Brock Jewelry in Los Angeles for 25 years. Moved to CA 30 years before her death. 
Cremated. F: 213200674 

• Charles Elmer Eikenberry, 14 Aug 1885 Flora, Carroll IN – 9 May 1938 Elwood, 
Madison IN. - Husband of Beulah (Bulah) Fern Bundy (1891-1967, F: 191523654), 
daughter of Nelson Bundy (F: 58671043) & Dorinda Jane Dinkins, whom he married 
2 Dec 1913; she was using the name “Hancher.” Beulah F. Bundy had married Frank 
Seymour Faucett (1883-1951, F: 99559023) on 1 Jul 1905 at the home of her parents 
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in Elwood, Madison IN. – Beula Faucett married 10 Feb 198 in Festers, Jefferson MO 
to Edward Kelly. – In the 1910 census for Elwood, Madison IN, conducted 26 Apr 
1910, Bulah Kelly, 19 IN, divorced, lived with her parents. - Beulah married Abner 
Hancher of Elwood, Madison IN in 1908 (according to divorce papers, but that 
conflicts with the census); they separated Dec 1912. A divorce petition was noted in 
the Jan 1913 newspaper, which also noted it was her 3rd marriage & 3rd divorce. She 
was age 22.  - Obituary on Find A Grave: well-known restaurant owner, resident of 
1514 N. “B” St., died of heart trouble while at work at his restaurant at 1521 Main St. 
Survived by his wife, a daughter, sister Mrs. Cora Cantner of Los Angeles CA & 2 
brothers Harry Emmett & Russell Eikenberry, both of Los Angeles. - Buried in 
Musselman Cemetery, Camden, Carroll IN. F: 199848208 

• Harry Emmett Eikenberry, 8 Jan 1895 Madison Co. IN – 6 May 1965 Contra Costa Co. 
CA. - Husband of Mae Theresa Garley (1897-1981, mother’s maiden name Karens, 
F: 113679663) whom he married 13 Apr 1931 in Los Angeles Co. CA. Veteran 
tombstone indicates service from IN as a private in the US Marine Corps in WWI. - 
Buried in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA. F: 3571358 

 
Pre-war: 
 
“Elwood (IN) Daily-Record” 25 Oct 1906 p 5 – Mr. Leslie Ayler was surprised to find a group 
of guests from the L.T.L.s at his home on 1320 S. “D” St. They had assembled at the home 
of Miss Sarah Maholm on S. “B” St. There was a program with readings & piano solos, 
games & a two-course luncheon. Russel Eikenberry was one of the attendees. 
 
“Elwood (IN) Call-Leader” 2 Jan 1918 p 1 – Questionnaires were mailed today to the 
following men. Among them was Russel E. Eikenberry. [these were draft questionnaires & 
Russell’s enlistment had been overlooked.] 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Elwood [IN] Call-Leader" 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - age 26, son of Mr. & Mrs. Elias Eikenberry, 1110 
N. Anderson St., Elwood, still missing, b. Elwood & lived here until moved to Detroit a year 
ago, employed there until June 1917, enlisted in Signal Corps. Aviation service, sent to San 
Antonio, then a few weeks ago to NJ camp, on Jan 18 parents received letter that he was 
sailing 17 Jan [mother = Sarah] 
 
“Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – Among the missing: Private Russell E. 
Eikenberry, 100th Aero Squad. Father: Elins [sic] E. Eikenberry, Elwood, Ind. 
 
“Muncie (IN) Star Press" 9 Feb 1918 p 8 - additional info: 1 of 13 IN boys aboard, letter 18 
Jan said sailing that day, b. Elwood IN, attended grade &  high school there, went to Detroit 
spring 1917 to work in car factory, enlisted in June 1917  
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
Interment date 11 Feb 1966 
 
Social Security Number: 550-05-5469 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Pipe Creek, Madison IN – 850 N. 14th St. – conducted 4 Jun 1900 
Elias Eikeberry [sic], 43 IN, Dec 1856, married 19 years, drayman 
Sarah, 40 IN, Sep 1859, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Cora M., 16 IN, Jun 1883, “artest” [sic] 
Charley E., 14 IN, Aug 1885, at school 
Russel, 8 IN, Oct 1891, at school 
Harry, 5 IN, Jan 1894 
The birthplace of everyone’s parents is left blank. 
 
1910 Pipe Creek, Madison IN – 1012 W. Main – conducted 22 Apr 1910 
Elias Eikenberry, 53 IN, father b. VA, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 30 years, 
teamster, drayman 
Sarah, 51 IN, father b. PA, mother b. IN, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Cora, 26 IN, bookkeeper, electric company 
Charles, 23 IN, cook, restaurant 
Russel, 18 IN, occupation: “none” 
Harry, 15 IN, salesman, grocery 
 
1920 – cannot locate Russell 
 
1930 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 117 S. Vendome St. – conducted 19 Apr 1930 
Charles D. Cantner, 56 IL, parents b. PA, age 25 at 1st marriage, driver, own car for hire 
[head of household] 
Cara M. Cantner, 46 IN, parents b. IN, age 31 at 1st marriage, secretary, jewelry company 
[his wife] 
Russell Eikenberry, 37 IN, parents b. IN, single, waiter, restaurant [brother-in-law] 
Harry L. Eikenberry, 34 IN, parents b. IN, single, accountant, public office [brother-in-law] 
 
1940 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 117 Vendome – same house in 1935 - conducted 
Charles D. Cantner, 66 IL, no occupation listed 
Cora M. Cantner, 56 IN, executive secretary, retail grocery store 
Russel Eikenberry, 49 IN, single, lodger [actually Cora’s brother], waiter, café 
 
1950 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 106 E. Washington – conducted 15 Apr 1950 
Russell Eikenberry, 58 IN, never married, bartender 


