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TUSCANIA 

 
Tuscania casualty 

Edwards, John 
1891 England – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 

 
 

“  
“Butte County Post” (Butte MT) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 5 
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John Edwards – photo & article from “Butte (MT) Miner” Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 10 

 
 

 



4 
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Montana, Military Records, 1904-1918 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62068/records/22317?tid=&pid=&queryId=
eadd1d14-9e6c-42e0-9bcb-6fc969e0a3b6&_phsrc=cPx46802&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
World War I draft registration in Butte, Silver Bow MT on 5 Jun 1917 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/71205059?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=885bd2cd-5d59-4218-8d51-402f01b1f8ca&_phsrc=cPx46806&_phstart=successSource 



10 
 

 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-4S9W-
X?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP5G-RMBS 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Emigration in 1912 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_1939-

0563?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=09f6d7ea92ac69cbe2a223bbed90eb6a&useP
UB=true&_phsrc=hFB1704&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4036102473 

 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-4S9W-X?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP5G-RMBS
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-4S9W-X?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP5G-RMBS
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Life: 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
Name: John Edwards 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the sinking 
of the Tuscania showed their value so John died without a number 
Entered service from: Butte, Silver Bow MT 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John Edwards 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  friend Miss Jennie Barnes, 1629 S. Gaylord St., Butte City MT 
(his fiancée, they had planned to marry 15 Feb 1918) 
Burial on island of Islay, Scotland: 1st buried in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland, grave 18, as 
John Edwards  
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920 
Sailed on return ship as: J. Edwardson [sic] – record found at 
https://www.fold3.com/image/604212627?rec=624434503 
Rank: pvt, Co. E, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917): as                        -  b. 21 Jul 1891 Stoke Climsland, 
Cornwall, England; res: 2001 Grand Ave., Butte MT. Single. Declarant; subject of Great 
Britain.  Teamster for South Side Produce Co., Butte MT. Short in height, medium build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Date of death recorded as 6 Feb 1918 
Address: Devon, England 
Rank/unit: private, Co. B, 20th Engineers 
 
Montana Military Records, 1904-1918: John Edwards, residence: 2001 Grand Ave., Butte, 
Silver Bow Co. MT. Inducted in Butte Co. MT on 5 Nov 1917. Born 21 Jul 1891 Cornwall, 
England. In 166th Depot Brigade to 27 Dec 1917; Co. E, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers, to 
death. Private. Died in sinking of the Tuscania. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to death. Killed in 
action 5 Feb 1918. Friend Miss Jennie Barnes, 1629 S. Gaylord St., Butte MT notified of 
death. 
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Birth & death: 
Born: 21 Jul 1891 Stoke Climsland, Cornwall, England  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 57042511 – presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington Co. VA 
Cemetery: Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Montana Pvt 20 Engineers 
 
Father: P. Edwards [on immigration ship manifest]  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:   
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Fiancée: Jennie Penrose Barnes Fuge Rhoades, Aug 1889 Denver CO – 29 Mar 1971 
Josephine Co. OR.  
Daughter of Thomas Edward Barnes (1866-1912, F: 134615815) & Helen Penrose. 
 In the 1910 census, Jennie Barnes was a saleslady in a drug store. 
Was 1st married to John Fuge on 30 Oct 1911 in Silver Bow Co. MT.  
“Butte (MT) Miner” 31 Oct 1911 p 6 – marriage license: John Fuge & Jennie Barnes, both of 
Butte. 
John Earl Fuge, born England 1891, died 1960 MT, was the son of William Henry Fuge & 
Annie Horril. He was age 20 and Jennie 19 when they married.  
John Fuge is buried in Missoula MT, Find A Grave 146373664. He had married Ethel 
Schurman 
Jennie and John Fuge’s daughter Helen Lenore (“Lenora”) Fuge was born five months after 
their marriage, on 9 Apr 1912, in Butte, Silver Bow MT, at 1629 S. Gaylord St.  Helen was 
listed as Jennie’s 1st child. John’s occupation was teamster.  
Helen Lenore is listed as Lenora in her parents’ divorce proceedings. Listed as Elenore 
Fuge, she married Olof F. Berg on 24 Aug 1931 in Butte MT when Olof was age 30 & she age 
19. Her parents were listed on the marriage license as John Fuge and Jennie Barnes Fuge.  
John Fuge & Jennie Barnes Fuge were divorced in May 1913.  
“Butte (MT) Miner” 16 Apr 1913 p 7 – Jennie Fuge has entered a divorce suit against John 
Fuge on the ground of non-support. They were married in Butte on 30 Oct 1911 & have 1 
child. John spends his money on dissipation.   
“Butte (MT) Miner” 16 Apr 1913 p 6 – Jennie Fuge lives on the charity of neighbors & filed for 
divorce yesterday from John Fuge. The couple married 11 Oct 1911 & have a baby girl, 
Lenora. John earns $100 a month as a miner. Jennie wants monthly alimony paid to the 
clerk of court.  
“Butte (MT) Miner” 18 May 1913 p 6 – divorce granted: Jennie Fuge from John Fuge. 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” 1 Jun 1913 p 12 – Divorce & $10 per month alimony from John 
Fuge were granted to Jennie Fuge for the support of their child. They were married in Butte 
MT on 30 Oct 1911 & there is no money for support because he spends it on dissipation. 
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She apparently reverted to her maiden name & was known as “Miss Jennie Barnes” at the 
time of John Edwards’s death on Tuscania. 
Jennie Penrose Barnes married Andrew Joseph Rhoades (1890-1977) on 9 Jul 1919 in 
Helena, Lewis & Clark Co. MT. He was age 29, born Butte MT, the son of Charles C. 
Rhoades and Marian F. Zttile.  She was also age 29, born Denver CO. Both indicate they 
were not previously married.  
In the 1920, 1930 & 1940 censuses, Andrew & Jennie Rhoades live in Butte, Silver Bow MT.  
Jennie P. Rhoades is buried with husband Andrew Joseph Rhoades in Hawthorne Memorial 
Gardens, Grants Pass, Josephine Co. OR.  
Find A Grave: 101373691  
 
Siblings: a sister in England is listed in 1918 newspapers 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Sailed from Southampton, England, on 14 Sep 1912 aboard the SS “Philadelphia” – arriving 
in New York on 22 Sep 1912. Listed as Edwards, John, age 21, butcher. Heading to Butte 
MT. Resident of Stoke Climsland, England. Father: Mr. P. Edwards, Stoke Climsland, 
Callington, England. 
On the line above his entry is that of William Henry Strike, age 27 years 8 months, a miner, 
also heading to Butte MT. 
On the line below his entry is that of William Charles Edwards, age 19 years, 11 months, a 
miner, heading to Lead SD. His father is Mr. D. Edwards, Holmbush, Callington, England.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – John Edwards of Butte MT is missing in action. 
Resident of 1629 S. Gaylord St. In Co. E. 
 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – John Edwards, 1629 S. Gaylord, and Jack J. 
Byrne, 1138 E. Galena St., both of Butte, were in the last regular draft contingent from 
Butte, which left for Camp Lewis in Nov 1917. The Associated Press listed both as missing 
in last night’s dispatch. Edwards, age 31, was only in Butte the last few years. He was 
employed as a driver for Daniel J. Blue, proprietor of the South Side Produce Company. 
They left Butte on 6 Nov 1917 & are the first war casualties from Butte. 
 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” 14 Feb 1918 p 9 – Four, possibly five, of the Montanans not yet 
accounted for on Tuscania have been buried in Scotland, according to an Associated Press 
cable received today from Scotland. One is John Edwards of Butte MT. 
 
"Anaconda [MT] Standard" 15 Feb 1918 p 12 - "Romance is Shattered by Hun Submarine" - 
"Jennie Barnes of Butte Waits in Vain for Homecoming of John Edwards" – The person in 
Butte MT who will miss him the most is "little Miss Jennie Barnes" of 1629 Gaylord St. The 
couple were in marry in Jan 1918 but he was called away sooner; they had been engaged a 
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long time/ His ID tag found on his body on Islay read Jennie Barnes. Edwards was born in 
Cornwall, England, came to the US many years ago, settled in Butte MT. Took out 
citizenship papers. For the past 1-1/2 years he lived at the home of Mrs. Thomas Barnes, 
Jennie's mother, some miles from Butte. John met Jennie at her mother's home; he called 
her "Jen." Enlisted 6 Nov 1917, sent to Fort Lewis. Jennie got a letter from him on 
Tuscania’s sailing day (identified as 22 Jan 1918)  
 
“Butte (MT) Miner” 17 Feb 1918 p 10 (copied above) – John Edwards, identified by a tag tied 
around his neck, was buried in Scotland, according to a telegram from Washington DC 
sent to Miss Jennie Barnes. John had sent a letter to her dated 22 Jan 1918 from NY. “We 
leave for England tonight on the 5 [?/illegible] boat and all the boys as well as myself are in 
the best of spirits. Don’t expect any mail from me for at least two weeks and may God 
protect us both until we meet again.” Formerly employed at the D.J. Blue Feed & Grain Co. 
on Harrison Ave. Jennie employed at T.J. Bennett stores on the same street. Enlisted last 
fall. The couple’s planned wedding date was 15 Feb 1918 but it was postponed when he 
knew he was being called to the colors. He left Butte with the 4th contingent; was in Co. E, 
20th Engineers. Born in Cornwall, England; surviving sister lives there. He lived in Butte a 
number of years. Had many frien ds due to his “kind and pleasing disposition.” 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” 22 Oct 1920 p 13 – [this article has numerous errors] dateline: 
Washington, 21 Oct – J. Edwardson [sic/the name his body was listed as upon its return to 
the US], a private in Co. E, 20th Engineers, will be buried in Arlington Cemetery in DC on 22 
Oct 1920. He died in France [sic/on the Tuscania, at sea]. His closest relative is his sister 
[sic/fiancée] of 1629 Gaylord St., Butte MT.  
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
John Edwards immigrated in 1912 so he was not in the US for the 1910 census and was 
dead by the 1920 census. 
 


