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TUSCANIA 

 

Edmunds, Hobert McKinley 
1896 WI – 1963 FL 

 

 
Hobert McKinley Edmunds – “Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Monday 7 Feb 1955 p 3 – 
pictured among the 16 survivors who met in Medford WI on 5 Feb 1918 for the annual 

meeting of the Wisconsin Tuscania Survivors Association 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/267705968/ - Hobert is standing in the back row, 2nd 
from right 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-4QMB-
F?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP5B-

K78F&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

 
US, Headstone Applications for Military Veterans - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/418653?tid=63026871&pid=
32202768018&queryId=404bfdfe-c4d9-44b5-9c87-

d0c910bccbf6&_phsrc=cPx46586&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/418653?tid=63026871&pid=32202768018&queryId=404bfdfe-c4d9-44b5-9c87-d0c910bccbf6&_phsrc=cPx46586&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/418653?tid=63026871&pid=32202768018&queryId=404bfdfe-c4d9-44b5-9c87-d0c910bccbf6&_phsrc=cPx46586&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/418653?tid=63026871&pid=32202768018&queryId=404bfdfe-c4d9-44b5-9c87-d0c910bccbf6&_phsrc=cPx46586&_phstart=successSource
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Postcard, copyrighted 1960 https://www.ebay.com/itm/Edmunds-Boat-Line-Dock-Chris-

Craft-Waupaca-Wi-Chain-O-Lakes-real-photo-/143028919901 
 
 

 
 
 

 
From book by Zachary Bishop, “The Waupaca Chain o Lakes” – page 109 - 

https://books.google.com/books?id=HnDVDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA109&lpg=PA109&dq=hobert
+edmunds+boat&source=bl&ots=hj708zKLmm&sig=ACfU3U10Le2sbwUzQhzE9ne1ayrAs

GbjkQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUlpPr77nrAhWYG80KHbX0AlcQ6AEwBXoECAEQAQ#v
=onepage&q=hobert%20edmunds%20boat&f=false 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/Edmunds-Boat-Line-Dock-Chris-Craft-Waupaca-Wi-Chain-O-Lakes-real-photo-/143028919901
https://www.ebay.com/itm/Edmunds-Boat-Line-Dock-Chris-Craft-Waupaca-Wi-Chain-O-Lakes-real-photo-/143028919901
https://books.google.com/books?id=HnDVDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA109&lpg=PA109&dq=hobert+edmunds+boat&source=bl&ots=hj708zKLmm&sig=ACfU3U10Le2sbwUzQhzE9ne1ayrAsGbjkQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUlpPr77nrAhWYG80KHbX0AlcQ6AEwBXoECAEQAQ#v=onepage&q=hobert%20edmunds%20boat&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=HnDVDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA109&lpg=PA109&dq=hobert+edmunds+boat&source=bl&ots=hj708zKLmm&sig=ACfU3U10Le2sbwUzQhzE9ne1ayrAsGbjkQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUlpPr77nrAhWYG80KHbX0AlcQ6AEwBXoECAEQAQ#v=onepage&q=hobert%20edmunds%20boat&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=HnDVDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA109&lpg=PA109&dq=hobert+edmunds+boat&source=bl&ots=hj708zKLmm&sig=ACfU3U10Le2sbwUzQhzE9ne1ayrAsGbjkQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUlpPr77nrAhWYG80KHbX0AlcQ6AEwBXoECAEQAQ#v=onepage&q=hobert%20edmunds%20boat&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=HnDVDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA109&lpg=PA109&dq=hobert+edmunds+boat&source=bl&ots=hj708zKLmm&sig=ACfU3U10Le2sbwUzQhzE9ne1ayrAsGbjkQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUlpPr77nrAhWYG80KHbX0AlcQ6AEwBXoECAEQAQ#v=onepage&q=hobert%20edmunds%20boat&f=false
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Page 108 in the Zachary Bishop book  
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Page 107 in the Zachary Bishop book 
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Page 62 in the Zachary Bishop book – Hobert’s purchase of Club Island, former residence 

of aquatic movie star Esther Williams 
 

 
Oshkosh WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/17343846 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/915787 
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 Beaver Dam WI 
 
 

https://www.lake-link.com/wisconsin-lakes/waupaca-county/rainbow-lake-chain/5801/ 
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https://www.waupacahistoricalsociety.org/The%20Waupaca%20Chain%20o-
%20Lakes%20Indian%20History%20C.%20E.%20Brown%201931.pdf 

 

https://www.waupacachainolakesassociation.com/lake-maps 
 

Hobert Edmunds owned Crescent Island, also known as Club Island, which lies between 
Sunset Lake & Rainbow Lake, in the Chain O’Lakes in Waupaca Co. WI. The Wisconsin 

Veterans’ Home is located on the eastern shore of the Chain O’Lakes.  
Crescent Island/Club Island was formerly owned by movie star/swimmer Esther Williams 

and her second of four husbands, singer/actor Ben Gage. As of 1948, it had been in the 
ownership of the Gage family for several years. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esther_Williams 

 

 
Life: 

 

Horicon WI 
 
 

 Sheboygan WI 
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 Beaver Dam WI 
 

 
“Perth Amboy (NJ) Evening News” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 

 

 Green Bay WI 
 

 

 Perth Amboy NJ 
 



12 
 

 

 
Beaver Dam WI 

 

 Bayonne NJ 
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Hobert McKinley Edmunds – misidentified as Thomas C. Edmunds – “Red Bank (NJ) Daily 

Register” 13 Feb 1918 p 10 (which on page 5 correctly identified him) 
 
 

 
Matawan NJ 
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“Keyport (NJ) Weekly Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 – Hobert’s name is misspelled & he is the 

husband, not son, of Mamie 
 

   
“Keyport (NJ) Weekly” 15 Feb 1918 p 2 
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 Beaver Dam WI 
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Hartford WI 

 

 
Hartford WI 

 

 
Oshkosh WI 
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Oshkosh WI 
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Appleton WI 
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Hobert & Ethel married 28 Nov 1936 -  St. Petersburg FL 
 

 
 

 
Fort Lauderdale FL -  

This is apparently part of the “breach of promise” suit  
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Appleton WI 
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7 d

Fort Lauderdale FL 
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Miami FL 

 

 
Appleton WI 
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Appleton WI 
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Excerpts –  Stevens Point WI 
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Appleton WI 
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Appleton WI 
 
 

 
 

 
Red Bank NJ – Hobert (not Hobart) was the husband of Mamie, not the son  
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Appleton WI 
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Appleton WI 
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Neenah WI 

 

 

 Appleton WI 
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 Appleton WI 
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Hollywood FL 
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Appleton WI 

 
 
 
 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Tuesday 21 Jul 1992 p 20 – using Hobert’s nickname “Hobie” 
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  Wife Mayme Stuehmer: 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91161881 
 

 
“Neenah (WI) News-Record” 11 Jun 1934 p 3 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91161881
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Appleton WI 

 

 
Oshkosh WI 
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Wife Eloise S. Jorgensen 

 

 
Oshkosh WI 
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Appleton WI 
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Neenah WI 
 
 
 

 
Son 

 
 

 
Appleton WI 

Son H. Donald Edmunds (1937-2012) –  
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 Appleton WI 
 
 

 

 Beaver Dam WI 
Her name was Verna Pryse, not Pryal 
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43 
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Appleton WI 
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 Appleton WI 
Don is kneeling in the front row, far left 

 

 Appleton WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140211341 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/92802290?tid=&pid=&quer

yId=2ac5ccbf-653a-4b47-9999-
720e99613cd4&_phsrc=cPx46595&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140211341
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/92802290?tid=&pid=&queryId=2ac5ccbf-653a-4b47-9999-720e99613cd4&_phsrc=cPx46595&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/92802290?tid=&pid=&queryId=2ac5ccbf-653a-4b47-9999-720e99613cd4&_phsrc=cPx46595&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/92802290?tid=&pid=&queryId=2ac5ccbf-653a-4b47-9999-720e99613cd4&_phsrc=cPx46595&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/records/216756195 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/205343502 
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https://www.lewinfuneralhome.com/obituaries/H-Don-Edmunds?obId=19940973 
 

Father 

 
Father John Reuben Edmunds (seated), wife Jennie Hathaway Edmunds (standing, center), 

boy not identified - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/158928002/person/102077993994/media/1e093cc9-f861-

4fcd-856a-fa4cf6beb5df?queryId=9a01fb60-3df2-4f85-a3d5-
bdb6ac1707cf&searchContextTreeId=120527633&searchContextPersonId=23208683446

6&_phsrc=cPx46551&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/158928002/person/102077993994/media/1e093cc9-f861-4fcd-856a-fa4cf6beb5df?queryId=9a01fb60-3df2-4f85-a3d5-bdb6ac1707cf&searchContextTreeId=120527633&searchContextPersonId=232086834466&_phsrc=cPx46551&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/158928002/person/102077993994/media/1e093cc9-f861-4fcd-856a-fa4cf6beb5df?queryId=9a01fb60-3df2-4f85-a3d5-bdb6ac1707cf&searchContextTreeId=120527633&searchContextPersonId=232086834466&_phsrc=cPx46551&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/158928002/person/102077993994/media/1e093cc9-f861-4fcd-856a-fa4cf6beb5df?queryId=9a01fb60-3df2-4f85-a3d5-bdb6ac1707cf&searchContextTreeId=120527633&searchContextPersonId=232086834466&_phsrc=cPx46551&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/158928002/person/102077993994/media/1e093cc9-f861-4fcd-856a-fa4cf6beb5df?queryId=9a01fb60-3df2-4f85-a3d5-bdb6ac1707cf&searchContextTreeId=120527633&searchContextPersonId=232086834466&_phsrc=cPx46551&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/158928002/person/102077993994/media/1e093cc9-f861-4fcd-856a-fa4cf6beb5df?queryId=9a01fb60-3df2-4f85-a3d5-bdb6ac1707cf&searchContextTreeId=120527633&searchContextPersonId=232086834466&_phsrc=cPx46551&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2175921?tid=120527633&p
id=232086834466&queryId=0b5c5d06-019c-43f9-b6a9-

4ecc4b275e11&_phsrc=cPx46552&_phstart=successSource 
 

Find A Grave 60637095 
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Find A Grave 60637095 

 

 
Mother: 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140134838?tid=120527633

&pid=232086834706&queryId=439f9155-6386-4588-b234-
41edf55dcdd8&_phsrc=cPx46560&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140134838?tid=120527633&pid=232086834706&queryId=439f9155-6386-4588-b234-41edf55dcdd8&_phsrc=cPx46560&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140134838?tid=120527633&pid=232086834706&queryId=439f9155-6386-4588-b234-41edf55dcdd8&_phsrc=cPx46560&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/140134838?tid=120527633&pid=232086834706&queryId=439f9155-6386-4588-b234-41edf55dcdd8&_phsrc=cPx46560&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91235040?tid=63026871&p
id=32202768017&queryId=5889e1d5-10c8-41e4-ab6e-

973be02b0936&_phsrc=cPx46567&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Oshkosh WI 
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 Oshkosh WI 
 

 

Her name was HIGEL, not Heidel -  Beaver Dam Wi 
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:  
 

From the Find A Grave record 9777924 for Jennie Hathaway Edmunds’s mother, Julia Ann 
Smith Hathaway – Jennie listed as a survivor in Apr 1917 along with her brother Charles, the 

sheriff of Dodge Co. WI. Among Julia’s 7 grandchildren are the 3 surviving Edmunds 
children: Claude Edmunds (Beaver Day WI), Benjamin Edmunds (Waupaca WI) & Hobart 

[sic] Edmunds (Waupaca WI) 
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Siblings: 
 

 
Brother Claude Loren Edmunds (1882-1961) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61048/records/123954?tid=63026871&pid
=32203623698&queryId=0513eeb7-1aeb-45c3-ad1d-

2897e17b1a68&_phsrc=cPx46575&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1767919?tid=63026871&pi

d=32203623698&queryId=43210317-c579-4cb9-aeb3-
ee696d7c2fed&_phsrc=cPx46576&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61048/records/123954?tid=63026871&pid=32203623698&queryId=0513eeb7-1aeb-45c3-ad1d-2897e17b1a68&_phsrc=cPx46575&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61048/records/123954?tid=63026871&pid=32203623698&queryId=0513eeb7-1aeb-45c3-ad1d-2897e17b1a68&_phsrc=cPx46575&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61048/records/123954?tid=63026871&pid=32203623698&queryId=0513eeb7-1aeb-45c3-ad1d-2897e17b1a68&_phsrc=cPx46575&_phstart=successSource
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 Madison WI 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/764134?tid=63026871&pid
=32203623698&queryId=af41f417-3a7d-410b-b60f-

962755779a72&_phsrc=cPx46578&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother Benjamin Harrison Edmunds (1889-1955) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/63026871/person/32192117851/facts 
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Brother Charles Francis Edmunds (1894-1904) – Find A 
Grave 60637096 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2768514?tid=63026871&pi

d=32203623699&queryId=824ad313-819c-4098-a921-
c84de7a4d99a&_phsrc=cPx46573&_phstart=successSource 

 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

Name: Hobert McKinley Edmunds 
Name variations:  appears in error in some 1918 newspapers as M.M. Edmunds – also 
found often as Hobart McKinley Edmunds – Hobie Edmunds 
Military: 
On Tuscania:107th Supply Co. E (1938 NTSA, Co. A) - corporal 
Serial number: 250,937 
Entered service from: Waupaca, Waupaca WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Hobert M. Edmunds 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Mayme Edmunds, Keansburg NJ (other record: Mrs. 
Hobert Edmunds, 9th St. & Laurel Ave., Keansburg NJ)  
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Hobert M. Edmunds 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  wife Mrs. Mayme V. Edmunds, Keensburg NJ (PFC, Co. A, 
107th Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
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National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 1939 NTSA: Wisconsin Veterans 
Home, Waupaca WI - 1955 WI Survivors: Waupaca WI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Hobert McKinley Edmunds - b. 17 Jul 1896 Rolling 
Prairie WI; res: King, Lincoln WI. NOK Mrs. Ethel Edmunds, same address. Boat operator at 
same address. Height: 5’8 ¾” – 160 lbs. Registered 25 Apr 1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address: Wisconsin Veterans Home, Waupaca WI 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, Cas Det, 161 DB 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 17 Jul 1896 Rolling Prairie, Dodge WI  
Died: 27 Mar 1963 Fort Lauderdale, Broward FL (resident King, Waupaca WI)   
Find A Grave record: 102999200, presence on Tuscania noted in flower   
Burial location: Waupaca, Waupaca WI 
Cemetery: Lakeside Memorial Park 
Tombstone: Wisconsin / Cpl 1 Sup Co 107 TN HQ & MP / WWI 
 
Father:  John Reuben Edmunds, Jul 1857 NY – 23 Jun 1920 Royalton, Waupaca WI.  
Son of Lorin C. & Julia E. Edmunds. 
He moved to the Chain o’ Lakes area of WI in 1903 with his family & there began to operate 
the boat business that son Hobert and both Hobert’s wives would operate.  
He died at the Waupaca County Asylum.  
Buried in Beaver Dam City Cemetery, Beaver Dam, Dodge WI. 
Find A Grave: 60637095 
 
Mother: Jennie E. Hathaway Edmunds Higel, May 1860 Beaver Dam, Dodge WI - 24 Aug 
1937 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI.   
Some online records report she died around 1940.  
Daughter of Charles Westley Hathaway (F: 9777921) & Julia Ann Smith (9777924), both 
buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Beaver Dam WI.  
In the 1920 census, Jennie Edmunds, widowed, is living in Farmington township, Waupaca 
Co. WI. Her ex-husband John Edmunds had died but she had also divorced him in 1916.  
On 21 May 1921, in Winnebago Co. WI, Jennie Edmunds married Frank Xavier Higel (21 Jul 
1862 Germany – 16 Feb 1947 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI, F: 226362003).  
When her brother Charles W. Hathaway dies in Jan 1937, she is not mentioned in his many 
obituaries (as he was the former sheriff of Dodge Co. WI); she had been his only remaining 
sibling in 1917 when their mother died.   
Some of her obituaries mistakenly spell her surname at the time of her death as Heidel. 
Buried with Frank Higel in Riverside Cemetery, Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. 
Find A Grave:  226362051 
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Parents’ marriage: ca. 1878 (married 22 years in 1900 census). They divorce in Jul 1916. 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” 31 Jul 1916 p 1 – Divorce granted to plaintiff 28 Jul 1916 to 
John R. Edmunds v. Jennie Edmunds, a Waupaca County special. 

 
Spouse:  Mayme (Mamie/Maime) V. Stuehmer Edmunds, 31 Jan 1894 Hammo, Atlantic NJ – 
7 Jun 1934 Appleton, Outagamie WI.  
Daughter of Fredrick William Stuehmer (F: 103003746) & Caroline Bolst (Bolt/Boldt) (F: 
103003743).  
Died at age 39 after an operation.  
Tombstone reads: “wife of H.M. Edmunds.” Buried in Lakeside Cemetery, Waupaca, 
Waupaca WI. Obituaries appear in many newspapers.   
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 9 Jun 1934 p 17 – Funeral to be 10 Jun 1934 for Mrs. Mamie 
Edmunds, 39, who died Thursday, 7 Jun 1934, at Appleton WI following an operation. She is 
survived by her husband Hobart Edmunds, her parents Mr. & Mrs. John Steuhmer [sic], 2 
brothers & 3 sisters. Interment in Lakeside.  
Buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, Waupaca, Waupaca WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 102999201 
Marriage: as Mayme V. Stuehmer, married 18 Sep 1917 in Waupaca Co. WI.  
In the 1930 census, both Hobert & Mayme are age 33 & say they were married at age 21, 
which computes to 12 years earlier, ca. 1918, but he was overseas in 1918.  
“Keyport (NJ) Weekly News” 15 Feb 1918 p 2 reports the couple had been married a little 
over a year. 
 
? Fiancee: Velma Demery 
On 7 Dec 1937 in Broward Co. FL, Velma Demery filed the county’s first “heart balm” 
lawsuit (breach of promise) asking for $30,000 in damages from Hobert Edmunds. The suit 
was filed after Hobert returned to Fort Lauderdale FL with his recent bride [Ethel 
Jorgensen]. 
 
Velma had also filed a suit against Hobert Edmunds on 6 Oct 1937 in Broward Co. FL 
asking for $4,000. 
 
Velma claimed Hobert [who usually spent his winters in Florida since childhood] had 
courted her steadily, had gotten engaged and given her money to buy herself an 
engagement ring. He left Florida for Wisconsin in Apr 1936 and then returned to Florida 
later that year with another wife, whom he had married 28 Nov 1936. 
 
Hobert’s defense was that he had told Velma there would be no marriage unless she came 
to Wisconsin in summer 1936 and married him. Velma claimed that she was unable to 
travel there due to illness, as she had malaria. 
 
The jury deliberated 20 minutes and the verdict of the trial, reported 23 Dec 1937, was in 
favor of the defendant, Hobert Edmunds.  
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Spouse:  Ethel S. Jorgensen Edmunds, 14 Sep 1912 WI – 21 Dec 1956 Berlin, Green Lake 
WI.  
Parents: Fred C. Jorgensen (F: 100997208) & Sena M. Nelson (F: 100997220). 
Obituary: “Oshkosh Northwestern” 21 Dec 1956 p 12 – Mrs. Hobert Edmunds, 44, resident 
of King WI, d. at the Berlin Memorial Hospital on 21 Dec 1956 after an illness of several 
months. Born 14 Sep 1912 to Fred & Sena [Nelson] Jorgensen. Married Hobert Edmunds 28 
Nov 1936 at Poy Sippi. She & her husband operated the Edmunds’ Boat Line at Chain o’ 
Lakes, Waupaca. Survived by her husband, son Don Edmunds, 3 brothers & 3 sisters. 
Preceded in death by her father, brother & sister.  Obituary: “Neenah (WI) News-Record” 
22 Dec 1956 p 1 – Died: Mrs. Hobert (Ethel) Edmunds who with her husband operated for 
many years the boat livery at Waupaca, transported Boys Brigade members back & forth to 
Camp Onaway. Their boats & residence were on Lake Taylor. Funeral 24 Dec 1956.  
Buried in Lakeside Memorial Park, Waupaca, Waupaca WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 102999199 
Marriage:  28 Nov 1936 Poy Sippi, Waushara WI, in Lazarus Lutheran Church.  
 
Children: by 2nd wife Ethel Jorgensen: 

• Hobert Donald Edmunds, 7 Aug 1937 New London [Outagamie or Waupaca County] 
WI – 30 May 2012 Waupaca, Waupaca WI. – Known as H. Donald Edmunds or H. 
Don Edmunds. – H. Don contracted polio as a child and was left with a problem left 
leg. He was able to become a champion marksman in spite of his disability, winning 
several shooting awards. - Married Verna Pryse, daughter of James Robert Pryse 
(1896-1968, F: 103002881) & Myra Dopp (F: 103002878) on 7 Nov 1959 in Waupaca 
WI. (Her parents are buried in Lakeside Cemetery as are H. Donald’s parents.)  - 
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 4 Oct 1956 p 29 – Don Edmunds, son of Mr. & Mrs. Hobert 
Edmunds, Route 1, Waupaca, engaged to Verna Pryse, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Pryse, Route 1, Waupaca. “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 31 Oct 1959 p 19 – 
marriage license for Don H. Edmunds, town of Farmington & Verna Pryse, town of 
Farmington. - Divorced 23 Nov 1970 Waupaca Co. WI. - Married 25 Feb 1972 in 
Stevens Point, Portage WI to Cynthia Mae Howard (b. 17 Jul 1949). Obituary: 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 7 Jun 2012 p C9 – H. Don Edmunds of Weyauwega d. 
30 May 2012 at Riverside Medical Center, Waupaca WI. Born in New London Wi to 
the late Hobert & Ethel (Jorgensen) Edmunds. Married 25 Feb 1972 to Cynthia 
Howard in Stevens Point WI. Spent most of his career (49 years) at Waupaca 
Publishing Co. Survived by wife Cindy & son Don. Cremated; no funeral services. 
SSN 398-38-9290. 

 
Siblings: Hobert was the youngest child. 

• Claude Loren Edmunds, 19 Aug 1882 Arlington, Kingsbury SD – 8 Feb 1961 WI. - 
Husband of Inez B. Thiel (1888-1933, F: 9715493) whom he married 20 Jun 1906 in 
Dodge Co. WI. – On 18 Apr 1940 in Beaver Dam, Dodge WI, Claude married Freda 
Mamman. - Death notice “Madison (WI) Capital Times” 9 Feb 1961 p 18 – Claude L. 
Edmunds, 78, of Beaver Dam WI, funeral Wed., 7 Feb 1961. - Buried in Oakwood 
Cemetery, Beaver Dam, Dodge WI. F: 9715492  
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• Benjamin Harrison (“Ben”) Edmunds, 4 Mar 1889 Kingsbury Co. SD – 18 Feb 1955 
Dodge Co. WI. - Husband of Nellie Viola Christensen (1892-1975, F: 18882216) 
buried with him as “Viola.” They married 16 Dec 1908 in Waupaca Co. WI. - By the 
time he registered for the WWI draft (1917), he listed his wife & 3 children. - Buried 
in Forest Mound Cemetery, Waupun, Fond du Lac WI.  F: 18882204 

• Charles Francis Edmunds, May 1894 Kingsbury Co. SD – 1 Jul 1904 Beaver Dam, 
Dodge Co. WI. – Died at age 20 years, 1 month, 19 days. He was a factory employee 
& died of pneumonia/exhaustion. - Buried in Beaver Dam City Cemetery, Beaver 
Dam, Dodge WI, where his father is buried. F: 60637096 

 
Notes: 
 

 
Cited as the Edmunds family home - From Wikipedia - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisconsin_Veterans_Home 
 

 
Wartime: 
 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader” 9 Feb 1918 p 2 – reported on board the Tuscania: Hobart 
Edmunds (s) Waupaca 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” 13 Feb 1918 p 8 – reported saved: Herbert M. Edmunds 
 
“Red Bank (NJ) Daily Register” 13 Feb 1918 p 5 – Hobart M. Edmunds, a Monmouth County 
boy, son of [sic/wife of] Mrs. Mamie Edmunds of Keansburg NJ, cabled on Monday, 11 Feb 
1918, that he was safe 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisconsin_Veterans_Home
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“Keyport [NJ] News" 15 Feb 1918 p 2 - Sgt. Hobart C. Edmunds, Laurel Ave., Keansburg NJ, 
is safe. Age 21, former resident Waumpaca [sic/Waupaca/repeated through story] WI 
where his job was to ply a motor launch on Waupaca Lake. His parents Mr. & Mrs. Herbert 
Edmunds live at the State Veterans Home (Waupaca). Married a little over a year. Enlisted 
Waupaca 5 Jun 1917. Over 3 weeks ago Hobart visited wife at Keansburg NJ. She received 
no further word until a "Beacon" representative phoned her to say Hobert was aboard  
 
Post-war: 
 
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 1 Jun 1928 p 20 – There were only 5 Civil War veterans in the 
Memorial Day parade. The day’s exercises began at 8 a.m. with services for sailors & 
marines at the lake from Hobart Edmunds’s large boat. 
 
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 10 Feb 1931 p 10 – Among those present at the banquet & 
program marking the 13th anniversary of the Tuscania was survivor H.M. Edmunds. 
 
“Fort Lauderdale (FL) News” 29 Dec 1934 p 3 – H.M. Edmunds of Waupaca WI is a winter 
visitor. 
 
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 6 May 1936 p 7 – Hobart Edmunds returned from Florida where 
he spent the winter. [There are numerous newspaper references at Newspapers.com to his 
wintering in FL, where he eventually died.] 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 16 Jun 1938 p 23 – Hobart Edmunds pled not guilty when 
arraigned on charges of driving a motorboat at excessive speed on Rainbow Lake. His trial 
is set for 20 Jun. The complaint was made by Lt. Col. C.L. Brosius, provost marshal, WI 
Veterans Home. 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 9 Jul 1938 p 5 – the charge of careless, reckless & negligent 
driving on Chain o’ Lakes brought against Hobart Edmunds of WI Veterans Home by Lt. Col. 
Carl Brosius, provost marshal of the home, was dismissed in just under 4 hours on Friday, 
8 Jul, by the judge. Brosius alleged that the 12-foot fishing boat he was fishing from on 12 
Jun was swamped while at anchor 100 yards from the Veterans’ Home docks when Hobart 
sped by within 50 feet. Witnesses on the boat & on shore testified it was Hobart; the 
defense witnesses said they were not in that area. Since it could not be conclusively 
proved where Hobart was, the charges were dropped. 
 
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 19 Apr 1939 p 15 – The Hobart Edmunds family returned from FL 
where they spent the winter, to get ready for the summer resort & recreation business. 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” 30 Apr 1940 p 1 & p5 – Co. K reunion to be held 19 May 1940 at 
Chain o’ Lakes. One of the survivors include Hobert M. Edmunds of the WI Veterans Home. 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 31 Jul 1940 p 16 – “Mandalay,” the large passenger boat of 
Hobart Edmunds which plied the waters of the Chain o’ Lakes for many years, was badly 
damaged by fire on 30 Jul 1940. 
 
1942 Fort Lauderdale FL city directory 
Edmunds, Hobert M. (Ethel G.) h 721 SE 6th 
 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 7 Feb 1955 p 3 – 16 Tuscania survivors met in Medford 5 
Feb 1955 for the annual meeting of the WI Tuscania Survivors Association, among them 
Hobert Edmunds. 
 
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 8 Sep 1962 p 13 – The Law Enforcement Committee met 6 Sep at 
the Court House. Hobart Edmunds, owner of Crescent Island in the Chain o’ Lakes, 
complained about the excessive speed of power boats, whose waves are washing away his 
shoreline. Crescent Island is situated between Sunset Lake (which has a 10-mph speed 
limit) and Rainbow Lake, open to water-skiing, and it cannot be determined exactly where 
the island lies. 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 9 Sep 1962 p 68 & 69 – launching of Earl Brien’s dream 
boat, the 30-foot paddle wheeler “Hester B.” – assisted by the “powerful launch” of his 
neighbor, Hobie Edmunds 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Oshkosh [WI] Northwestern" 29 Mar 1963 p2 - funeral services pending at Poy Sippi WI. 
Hobert Edmunds age 67, resident King WI, d. Wed., 27 Mar 1963 in Ft. Lauderdale FL. 
Married Ethel Jorgensen 28 Nov 1936 in Poy Sippi, she died 1956. Former operator of 
Edmunds Boat Line, King WI. Survived by son Donald Edmunds of Waupaca WI.  
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 3 Apr 1963 p 2 – Funeral on 3 Apr 1963 of Hobert Edmunds, 
66, of Waupaca. Died Fort Lauderdale FL on 22 Mar 1963 after a short illness. Born 14 Jul 
1896 in Rolling Prairie WI. Married 28 Nov 1936 to Ethel Jorgensen. Was in the boat 
business in Waupaca. WWI veteran. Survived by son Donald & 2 brothers [other obituaries 
do not mention brothers – Charles d. 1904, Benjamin d. 1955 & Claude d. 1961] 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 4 May 1964 p 2 – the estate of Hobart M. Edmunds of 
Waupaca, who died 27 Mar 1963 in Fort Lauderdale FL, is estimated at $70,333. On 28 Feb, 
it was ordered distributed to his heirs. He was the owner of the Edmunds Boat Line on the 
Chain o’ Lakes. His estate had real estate valued at $32,000 – personal property of $23,333 
- $15,000 a gift in contemplation of death. After deductions, $63,871 remained – of which 
$56,371 (less $1,585 in taxes) was given to his son Donald Edmunds of Waupaca – and 
$7,500 (minus $143 in taxes) to his daughter-in-law, Verna Edmunds. 
 
Social Security Number:  390-20-5845 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Beaver Dam, Dodge WI – Parallel St. - conducted 5 Jun 1900 
John R. Edmunds, 43 NY, Jul 1857, parents b. NY, married 22 years, day laborer 
Jennie E., 40 WI, May 1860, parents b. NY, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Claude L., 18 Dakota, Aug 1891, farm hand 
Charles, 16 Dakota, May 1894, day laborer 
Benjamin H., 11 Dakota, Mar 1889, day laborer 
Hoburt M., 3 Dakota, Jul 1897 [all other sources indicate born in WI] 
 
1905 WI state census – Dayton, Waupaca WI – as of 1 Jun 1905 
John R. Edmunds, 48 NY, parents b. NY, boat livery 
Jennie E., 45 WI, parents b. NY, house keeper 
Benjamin H., 16 SD, father b. NY, mother b. WI 
Hobart M., 9 WI, father b. NY, mother b. WI 
 
1910 – Dayton, Waupaca WI – his parents – conducted 29 Apr 1910 
John R. Edmunds, 53 NY, parents b. NY, married 32 years, engineer, passenger boat 
Jennie E., 49 WI, parents b. NY, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living [Charles died 1904] 
 
1910 Dayton, Waupaca WI – brother Benjamin  
Benjamin Edmunds, 21 SD, married 1 year, with wife 
Viola, 17 WI 
& son William, 1 WI 
They live with Viola’s parents, Charles & Nellie Christensen. 
 
1920 Farmington, Waupaca WI – WI Veterans Home – much of record illegible/faint –  
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/53789357 
Hobert Edmunds, 23 WI, married, can’t read rest of line [line 16] 
Mayme Edmunds, 23 NJ, married, father b. IA, mother b. Germany [on line 31] 
 
1920 Farmington, Waupaca WI – his mother – conducted 20 Jan 1920 – line 57 
Jennie Edmunds, 60 WI, parents b. NY, widow [no occupation] 
 
1920 Royalton, Waupaca WI – County Asylum - apparently his father – line 4 – conducted 
22/24 Jan 1920 
John EDMONDS, 63 US, parents b. US, widowed, inmate 
 
1930 Farmington, Waupaca WI – conducted 8/9 Apr 1930 
Hobart Edmunds, 33 Wi, father b. NY, mother b. WI, age 21 at 1st marriage, operator, boat, 
WWI veteran 
Mayme, 33 NJ, father b. NY, mother b. Germany, age 21 at 1st marriage, operator, boat 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6061/records/53789357
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1940 Farmington township, Waupaca WI – Highway 22 – same place in 1935 – conducted 
16 Apr 1940 
Hobart Edmunds, 43 WI, proprietor, boat livery 
Ethel, 27 WI, in rural Waupaca Co. 1935 
H. Donald, 2 WI 
 
1950 Waupaca, Waupaca WI – 1027 Royalton – conducted 10 Apr 1950 
Hobert M. Edmunds, 53 WI, boat livery 
Ethel S., 37 WI 
H. Donald, 12 WI 
 


