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TUSCANIA 

 

Eckel, Irvin Andrew 
1896 WI – 1945 WY 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-4SK7-
B?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRZF-

9QW2&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId= 
 

 
            

WY, Death Record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7M5L-SWW2?lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30897360/person/13949398575/facts 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61831/images/61831_302022005620

_0227-02335?pId=300620497 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61831/images/61831_302022005620_0227-02335?pId=300620497
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61831/images/61831_302022005620_0227-02335?pId=300620497
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 Marshfield WI 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/16113676?pId=104515

0424 
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Excerpts 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/89110781 

 
Life: 

 
 

 West Bend WI 
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Their mother died 15 Oct 1907 –  

 Kewaskum WI 
 

 

 Kewaskum WI 
 
 

 

 West Bend WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/89110781
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 Fond du Lac WI 
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Letter to Earl Disbrow from his son Ira Disbrow, a bugler in the AEF, written from England 31 

Mar 1918 – Irvin (“Biff”) Eckel 
 

 

Name misspelled – Baraboo WI  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

 

Wife 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/101715030_03193?pI
d=258875 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/101715030_03193?pId=258875
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/101715030_03193?pId=258875
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Wife Eva Lorine Lewis Eckel Lance – Find A Grave 29166286 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61829/images/61829_302022005620

_0385-00903?pId=440039062 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61829/images/61829_302022005620_0385-00903?pId=440039062
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61829/images/61829_302022005620_0385-00903?pId=440039062
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/21085334/person/402632710834/media/be735e82-86e3-
4930-97bd-f653733677d4?queryId=ca6f79fb-94d2-433a-bae2-

f445eceb3bc7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx46157&_phs
tart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/6202772?tid=&pid=&queryId
=f7d54e8c-0f11-43ca-be31-6ddc2329a74f&_phsrc=cPx46158&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/21085334/person/402632710834/media/be735e82-86e3-4930-97bd-f653733677d4?queryId=ca6f79fb-94d2-433a-bae2-f445eceb3bc7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx46157&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/21085334/person/402632710834/media/be735e82-86e3-4930-97bd-f653733677d4?queryId=ca6f79fb-94d2-433a-bae2-f445eceb3bc7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx46157&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/21085334/person/402632710834/media/be735e82-86e3-4930-97bd-f653733677d4?queryId=ca6f79fb-94d2-433a-bae2-f445eceb3bc7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx46157&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/21085334/person/402632710834/media/be735e82-86e3-4930-97bd-f653733677d4?queryId=ca6f79fb-94d2-433a-bae2-f445eceb3bc7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx46157&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/21085334/person/402632710834/media/be735e82-86e3-4930-97bd-f653733677d4?queryId=ca6f79fb-94d2-433a-bae2-f445eceb3bc7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx46157&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/30897360/person/402226952020/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/1045678829?tid=&pid=&que

ryId=babf57f6-a95f-40d5-9104-
046218d76852&_phsrc=cPx46149&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/1046448850?tid=&pid=&que

ryId=f8937d54-7d2c-42b0-9cf6-
79948b332537&_phsrc=cPx46160&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30897360/person/402226952020/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30897360/person/402226952020/facts
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Father: 
 

 Oshkosh 
WI 

 

 
West Bend WI 
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 Kewaskum WI 
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 Hartford WI 
 

 Marshfield WI 
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Mother 

 
West Bend WI 

 

 

 West Bend WI 
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Stepmother 
 

 Marshfield WI 
 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30897360/person/13949373792/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30897360/person/13949373792/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00220-

01914?pId=2205475 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30897360/person/13949398574/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00220-01914?pId=2205475
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00220-01914?pId=2205475
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30897360/person/13949398574/facts
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 Marshfield WI 
 

 

 Marshfield WI 
 

 Marshfield WI 
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Sister 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



30 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 Fond du Lac WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91044272 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/46062737?tid=30897360&pi
d=13949398576&queryId=3b74d0d6-a0d5-4f3b-84e7-

9846378e6d19&_phsrc=cPx46136&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1560067?tid=30897360&pi
d=13949398576&queryId=fadd3abb-e0ca-4fd4-b33f-

31621c03813a&_phsrc=cPx46138&_phstart=successSource 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

Name: Irvin Andrew Eckel 
Name variations:  First name found spelled Ervin – Erwin – Irwin. Surname is misspelled 
Eckle. Nickname Biff Eckel 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Eng. HQ – private 1st class 
Serial number: 250,920 
Entered service from: Marshfield, Wood WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Irvin A. Eckel 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  sister Miss Viola Eckel, 212 E. 4th St., Marshfield WI  
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as:  Irvin A. Eckel 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  sister Miss Viola Eckel, 212 E. 4th St., Marshfield WI (sgt 
1st class, HQ Co., 107th Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Irvin Andrew Eckel - b. 30 Nov 1896 Marshfield WI; 
res: 712 W. 24th, Cheyenne, Laramie WY. NOK Mrs. Eva Eckel, same address. Employed by 
Mannewald Bakery at the same address.  Height: 5’6” – 150 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 28 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address: 416 W. 19th, Cheyenne, Laramie WY 
Rank/unit: sergeant 1st class, QMC HQ Co., 107th Supply Train 
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Birth & death: 
Born: 30 Nov 1896 Marshfield (Wood or Marathon) WI  
Died: 29 Apr 1945 Cheyenne, Laramie WY (of lung cancer). WY death record states he died 
in rural Laramie Co. WY, 2 miles east of Cheyenne, at the Veterans’ Administration Facility) 
after being hospitalized 11 days).    
Find A Grave record: 29166171, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location: Cheyenne, Laramie WY 
Cemetery: Lakeview 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  Philip Eckel, Mar 1859 Hartford township (or Allenton), Washington WI – 6 May 
1917 Marshfield, Wood WI.  
Son of Heinrich (Henry) Eckel & Juliana Jung (Young).  
First name also spelled Phillip & Philipp. 
Ran unsuccessfully for office of alderman in Marshfield WI in Apr 1911.  
Death noted in news of 50 years earlier: “Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 10 May 1917 
p 1 - Philip Eckel, well-known citizen, d. at St. Joseph’s Hospital on 6 May 1917 at age 58. 
Had been in failing health for 1 year. Born Allenton, Washington Co. WI. He was married 
there & located on a farm near Marshfield before the big fire. He later moved back to 
Allenton & then 10 years ago moved to Marshfield. He ran a boarding house until 2 years 
ago. His wife died 10 years ago. Survived by children Irvin & Viola, of Marshfield. Had 
numerous friends. 
Philip remarried after his wife Gertrude’s death, to Mrs. Wilhelmina Furstenburg, on 13 May 
1908. They divorced in Jul 1909.  See her biography below. 
Burial details unknown. 
Find A Grave:  272551835 
 
Mother:  Gertrude Hosp Eckel, 15 Jul 1864 Addison, Washington WI – 15 Oct 1907 Wayne, 
Washington WI.  
Daughter of Joseph (Josef) Hosp (Hausp) & Eva Fischer.  
Obituary: “Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” Thursday, 24 Oct 1907 p 1 – news was 
received of the death of Mrs. Philip Eckel, who died in Wayne WI a week ago Tuesday. She 
suffered for a month with a lingering disease. Survived by her husband & 2 children, a girl 
age 13 & a boy age 11. She was a resident of Marshfield until a few years ago & is 
remembered by many friends. 
Had cancer for approximately 1-1/2 years before her death. Died at age 42. 
Buried in Saint Anthony’s Catholic Cemetery, Saint Anthony, Washington WI. 
Find A Grave: 131576106 
Parents’ marriage: 8 Jan 1885 or (according to her obituary 10 Jan 1855) Auburndale, Wood 
WI 
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Stepmother: Wilhelmina Wiedenhoeft/Wiedenhoft/Wieddenhoeft 
Furstenburg/Furstenberg Eckel Barh, 1 Sep 1857 Germany – 22 Feb 1938 Marshfield, Wood 
WI (at her home on 406 S. Cedar St.). 
Daughter of Fred (Fritz) Wieddenhoeft (1824-1909, F: 95623142) & Carolina (1821-1899, F: 
95623141).  Came to the US with her parents when she was 7 years old. 
Wilhelmina’s maiden name is usually spelled Wiedenhoeft or Wiedenhoft but appears on 
her Find A Grave record as Weiddenhoeft, although her brother August Frederick (1854-
1939) is buried as Wiedenhoeft. 
She married on 23 Mar 1880 to August Furstenberg (buried with the BERG spelling but often 
in newspapers spelled Furstenburg, 1860- 7 May 1905, F: 115176490).  
Marriage: “Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 14 May 1908 p 5 – Philip Eckel, who recently 
moved to Marshfield from Kewaskum, married Mrs. August Furstenburg at Athens on 13 
May 1908.  
Marriage of Wilhelmina’s daughter: “Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 27 May 1909 p 1 – 
Miss Mabel Furstenburg married Adolph Schreiber at Menominee MI on 20 May. She is the 
oldest daughter of Mrs. Philip Eckel (formerly Mrs. August Furstenburg).  
Legal notice: “Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 17 Jun 1909 p 4 – Since wife Wilhelmina 
Eckel left his bed & board, you are not to trust or harbor her, because Philip Eckel will pay 
no bills of hers as of 17 Jun 1909.  
Divorce: “Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 29 Jul 1909 p 5 – In Grand Rapids circuit 
court last week, Wilhelmina Eckel was granted a divorce from Philip Eckel. 
In La Crosse, La Crosse WI, at the home of her sister Mrs. Thomas Huntley, on 5 Apr 1911, 
as Mrs. Wilhelmina Furstenburg, she married Albert Carl Bahr (15 Jun 1853 Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, Germany – 16 May 1927 Marshfield, Wood WI, F: 41903387). Albert is buried 
in West Weston Cemetery, Globe, Clark WI.  
Buried in Hillside Cemetery, Marshfield, Wood WI. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 115176489 
Stepmother’s marriage: 13 May 1908 at Athens WI 
 
Spouse:  Eva Lorine Lewis Eckel Lance, 16 Jan 1905 Jackson township, Warren IA – 11 Jan 
1974 WY.  
SSN 520-26-8397.  
Daughter of Thomas Abel Lewis & Lizzie Jane Mathews.  
In the 1910 census, 5-year-old Eva Lewis is living in Arcola, Laramie WY with her parents, 
Thomas A. (38 IA) & Lizzie Jane (35 IA) Lewis & her 5 siblings.  
Following Irvin’s death in 1945, Eva L. Eckel married on 6 Mar 1954 in Park Co. WY to 
Theodore H. Lance (birthdate of 21 Nov 1901 appears on their shared tombstone, but also 
found as 24 Nov 1901, but he is not on Find A Grave as of 1 Sep 2025). According to his 
obituary. Theodore died 7 Jan 1982 & was buried 12 Jan 1982 in Fairmount Memorial Park, 
Spokane, Spokane WA. 
Theodore H. Lance, born 21 Oct 1906 Spokane, Spokane WA, age 47, was the son of 
George Lance (born Germany, alive at the time of Theodore’s1954 wedding) & Gretchen 
Ryan (b. Ireland, dead by Mar 1954). He was divorced. 
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Eva L. Eckel, age 49, born Jackson township IA, was the daughter of Thomas Lewis (b. IA, 
now deceased) & Lizzie Matthews (b. IA, now deceased). She was widowed; her maiden 
name was Lewis. She lived at 1216 Richardson, Cheyenne WY & Theodore lived at 2222 
Maxwell, Cheyenne WY.  
Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Cheyenne, Laramie WY. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 29166286 
Marriage: ca. 1926 
 
Children: 

• His Marshfield WI obituary says he was survived by a son who was serving in WWII. 
The 1952 Cheyenne WY city directory lists Gail E. Eckel living in the same house as 
Irvin’s widow Eva L. Eckel. 

 
Siblings: 

• Viola Marie Eckel O’Connor, 5 Feb 1895 WI – 10 Nov 1995 Milwaukee, Milwaukee 
WI. - Birth: “Marshfield News-Herald” 5 Feb 1945 p 4 – news of 50 years ago: A 
daughter born to Mr. & Mrs. Philip Eckel on Tuesday morning - The Tuscania was 
torpedoed & sunk on her 23rd birthday. She was a school teacher. – On 26 Jun 1922 
in Fond du Lac Co. WI, Viola Eckel married Paul Durfee O’Connor (1894-1970, burial 
location unknown, F: 196757801) in 1922. She was listed as “Miss Viola Eckel” in a 
newspaper article of Jun 1922. - Her husband’s obituary: “Fond du Lac (WI) 
Commonwealth Reporter” 29 Jun 1970 p 18 – Paul D. O’Connor, 76, of Milwaukee, 
formerly a resident of Fond du Lac, d. 27 Jun 1970 at his home. Born in Fond du Lac 
on 5 Mar 1894 to Mr. & Mrs. James O’Connor, an early Fond du Lac family. He 
married Viola Eckel of Marshfield WI in 1922. In 1929 they moved to Milwaukee 
where he was employed by the Fire Insurance Rating Bureau. Survived by his widow 
& 1 daughter. Interment in Milwaukee. Paul’s funeral held in Shorewood WI at St. 
Robert’s Catholic Church.  

 
Pre-war: 
 
“Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 9 Mar 1899 p 4 – Philip Eckel recently sold his farm to 
C.E. Blodgett & had an auction sale of machinery, left today for Wayne, Washington Co. WI 
where he bought a saloon. 
 
“Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 4 Jul 1912 p 5 – John Seubert sold his hotel to Philip 
Eckel. 
 
“Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 17 Dec 1914 p 4 – Biff Eckel played with the All Star 
basketball team of Marshfield against Granton’s city team. Marshfield lost 17-16. 
 
“Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 27 Jan 1916 p 4 – Wausau played Marshfield in 
basketball. Guard Biff Eckel’s long shot answered the first 4 points, which were scored by 
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Wausau. But Eckel hurt his knee a short time before the half but kept playing. During the 2nd 
half, he was forced to leave the game. His removal was “disastrous.” Wausau won 21-18. 
 
“Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” (Marshfield WI) 9 Mar 1916 p 7 – Irvin Eckel was taken 
to the hospital Thursday for medical attention, having injured one knee in a recent 
basketball game. 
 
Wartime: 
 
The day the “Tuscania” was torpedoed and sunk was the 23rd birthday of Irvin’s only sibling, 
his sister Viola. 
 
“Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 30 Aug 1917 p 1 – Co. K left Thursday for training at 
Camp Douglas, with a large group to say farewell. Among them: Private Irvin Eckel. 
 
“Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 1 Nov 1917 p 1 – Private 1st Class Irvin Eckel is in the 
Headquarters Co. of the 107th Supply Train now, since Co. K was disbanded. 
 
“Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – all Marshfield soldiers on the 
Tuscania, including Irvin Eckel, are safe [repeated in news of 50 years ago in “Marshfield 
News-Herald” 13 Feb 1968 p 4 
 
“Marshfield News-Herald” 13 Mar 1968 p 4 – news of 50 years ago – a postal card from Irvin 
Eckel, who was on the Tuscania, sunk by a Hun submarine, received from Ireland 
 
Post-war: 
 
1937 Cheyenne WY city directory 
Eckel, Irvin A. (Eva) driver Manewal Bakery, h 712 W. 24th 

 
1952 Cheyenne WY city directory 
Eckel, Eva L., widow of Irvin, clerk, resident of 1216 Richardson Ct. 
Eckel, Gail E, sheet metal worker, UP, resident of 1216 Richardson Ct. 
 
1954 Cheyenne WY city directory 
Lance, Theo (Eva L.), emp WAFB, h 216 Richardson Ct. 
 
1958 Cheyenne WY city directory 
Lance, Theo H. – civil service, WAFB, resident of 1216 Richardson Ct. 
Lance, Eva L. – saleswoman, Zales Jewelry, resident of 1216 Richardson Ct. 
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Obituary: 
 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” 30 Apr 1945 p 2 – misspells his first name – Ervin Eckel, 
prominent in high school athletics before his graduation from McKinley High School, 
Marshfield, in 1916, died Saturday, 28 Apr 1945 at Cheyenne WY. Resident of 1216 
Richardson Court, Cheyenne. WWI veteran, with the 32nd Division, a sergeant major in the 
107th Trains [sic]. Survived by his wife & a son, who is now in the southwest Pacific war 
theater & sister Mrs. P.D. O’Connor of Milwaukee. Was ill since Feb 1945. Last visited 
Marshfield 7 years ago. Funeral in Cheyenne WY.  
 
Social Security Number: 520-01-8419 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Wayne, Washington WI – conducted 12 Jun 1900 
Philipp Eckel, 41 WI, Mar 1889, parents b. Germany, married 15 years, saloonkeeper 
Gertrut, 35 WI, Aug 1864, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Viola, 5 WI, Feb 1895 
Ervin, 3 WI, Nov 1896 
& servant Rosa Bingen, 20 WI, Sep 1879, parents b. WI, single 
 
1905 Wayne, Washington WI – as of 1 Jun 1905 
Mrs. Philip Eckel, 40 WI, parents b. Germany, saloon keeper [head of household] 
Philip Eckel, 46 WI, parents b. Germany, servant [husband] 
Viola, 10 WI [daughter] 
Erwin, 8 WI [son] 
& hired girl Maggie Kirsch, 28 WI, parents b. Germany, single 
 
1910 Marshfield, Wood WI – 309 E. 4th St. – conducted 17 Apr 1910 
Philip Eckel, 51 WI, parents b. Germany, widowed, occupation: none 
Viola, 14 WI, father b. Germany, mother b. WI 
Ervin, 13 WI, father b. Germany, mother b. WI 
 
Believe this is him: 
1920 Greenfield, Milwaukee WI – conducted 7/8 Jan 1920 – line 89 
Elvin Ecker (Esher? Eckel?), 23 WI, parents b. WI, single, laborer, steel foundry, boarder 
with: 
Helen Dzdroyh, her children & other boarders 
 
1930 Cheyenne, Laramie WY – 711 W. 22nd St. – conducted 15 Apr 1930 
Irwin A. Eckel, 33 WI, parents b. US, age 28 at 1st marriage, truck driver, bakery, WWI 
veteran 
Eva T., 25 IA, parents b. IA, age 21 at 1st marriage 
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1940 Cheyenne, Laramie WY – 712 W. 24th – same house in 1935 – conducted 18 Apr 1940] 
Irvin A. Eckle [sic], 43 WI, truck driver, route man, bakery 
Eva L. Eckle, 35 WI 
Elton Galescott, 16 IA [nephew] 
 
1950 Cheyenne, Laramie WI – Irvin is dead 
Eva Eckel, 45 IA, widowed, sales clerk, retail dress store 
 


