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TUSCANIA 

 

Duncan, Roland Edward 
1897 PA – 1959 PA 

 

  
 

Roland Edward Duncan – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/144802424/ 

 
 



2 
 

 

 



3 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_2421406271_1
116-02163?pId=231696 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_2421406271_1
116-02161?pId=231696 

 
 

 
 

 



4 
 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WZM5-
4?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQR4P-

84ZM&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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PA, WWI Veterans Service & Compensation Files 
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Application for Veteran Headstone - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_04

67-02214?pId=415202 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/2272538?tid=4809688&pid

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_0467-02214?pId=415202
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_0467-02214?pId=415202
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=-1539038096&queryId=dfe2ef25-ed07-42d1-865c-
f6d29be4d6c1&_phsrc=cPx44866&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
Apparently rejected 1 Jul 1916 for the National Guard 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62200/records/42901 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62942/records/61780?tid=4809688&pid=-
1539038096&queryId=5b5b4143-865e-46f0-a212-

78e07774ac57&_phsrc=cPx44868&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421401696_07

32-04019?pId=755781745 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421401696_0732-04019?pId=755781745
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421401696_0732-04019?pId=755781745
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Life 
 
 

  
 
 

 

  
West Chester PA 
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Springfield MA 
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Wife 
 

 

 Pittsburgh PA 
 

 

Conneautville PA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606189_09

83-00363?pId=7079752 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606189_0983-00363?pId=7079752
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606189_0983-00363?pId=7079752
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Children 

 
 

  
son Roland Albert Duncan / Albert Roland Duncan (1920-   ) 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3147/images/41226_2421401696_08
01-00594?pId=782854 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3147/images/41226_2421401696_0801-00594?pId=782854
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3147/images/41226_2421401696_0801-00594?pId=782854
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/6998876?tid=4809688&pid=

-1539023196&queryId=1d8fc9cb-601b-480c-a82e-
5414d376972f&_phsrc=cPx44858&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/6998876?tid=4809688&pid=-1539023196&queryId=1d8fc9cb-601b-480c-a82e-5414d376972f&_phsrc=cPx44858&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/6998876?tid=4809688&pid=-1539023196&queryId=1d8fc9cb-601b-480c-a82e-5414d376972f&_phsrc=cPx44858&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/6998876?tid=4809688&pid=-1539023196&queryId=1d8fc9cb-601b-480c-a82e-5414d376972f&_phsrc=cPx44858&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/63266/records/150335 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/63266/records/150335
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Is this him? 
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Son Richard Herbert Duncan Sr. (1927-1988) -  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/7515898 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/7515898
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/63266/records/150358 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4809688/person/-1541511469/facts 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/63266/records/150358
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Father 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4809688/person/-1539033675/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4809688/person/-1539033675/facts
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Father Albert Scott Duncan – Find A Grave 146020554 

 

 

 Pittsburgh PA 
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Mother 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61324/images/47254_549749-

00165?pId=900159817 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4809688/person/-1539031744/facts 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4809688/person/-1539031744/facts
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Sibling 

 

 
Sister Helen Duncan Rahde (1898-1988) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-17957-46644-
90?pId=1351407937 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-17957-46644-90?pId=1351407937
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61378/images/TH-1-17957-46644-90?pId=1351407937
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4809688/person/-1449306417/facts 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4809688/person/-1449306417/facts
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
Name: Roland Edward Duncan 
Name variations: Red Duncan 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - sergeant 
Serial number: 250,088 
Entered service from: Wilmerding, Allegheny PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Roland E. Duncan 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Albert S. Duncan, 10 Sprague St., Wilmerding PA 
Returned from war on: "Minnekada" 1918 - 2 handwritten notes: "see list of sick" - "boat 
surg." - name crossed off 
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Sailed on return ship as:  Roland E. Duncan 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Albert S. Duncan, 10 Sprague St., Wilmerding PA 
(sgt, 254th Sq)     
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Roland Edward Duncan - b. 25 Aug 1897 
Wilmerding PA; res: 89-D, Turtle Creek, Allegheny PA. NOK Florence Duncan, same 
address. Employed by Washington Airbrake, Wilmerding, Allegheny PA. “small scar on 
knee” Height: 5’7” – weight: 135 lbs. Registered 16 Feb 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 16 Aug 1917 
Discharged 25 Jan 1919 
Address: 661 Hazelwood Ave., Pittsburgh PA 
Rank/unit: sergeant, Co. 22, 153 DB 
 
PA, WWI Veterans Service & Compensation Files: 
Roland E. Duncan, in military service 16 Aug 1917 to 25 Jan 1919. Serial 250088. Address 
when entered service: 10 Sprague St., Wilmerding, Allegheny PA. Present address 708 
Church St., Turtle Creek, Allegheny PA. Enlisted 16 Aug 1917 Pittsburgh PA. Sent to 
Columbus Barracks OH on 16 Aug 1917. Active duty Army 16 Aug 1917 to 25 Jan 1919. Born 
25 Aug 1897 Wilmerding, Allegheny PA. Wife: Florence Duncan. Two minor children: 
Roland Albert Duncan & Richard Herbert Duncan. Mother: Emma Augusta Duncan. Father: 
Albert Scott Duncan. In 100th & 213th Aero Squadron. In Columbus OH 16 Aug 1917 to 23 
Aug 1917. In San Antonio TX 23 Aug 1917 to 5 Nov 1917. In Garden City, Long Island NY 5 
Nov 1917 to 19 Jan 1918. Sergeant. In no engagements – “All of overseas Service in England 
& Scotland.” No wounds – “Sunk at Sea February 5th, 1918.” [this is crossed off] Overseas 
19 Jan 1918 to 25 Jan 1919. Honorably discharged 25 Jan 1919 Camp Dix NJ. No bonus 
previously paid. Application dated 2 Feb 1934. His identity attested to by Lloyd S. 
Chorpenning, adjutant of VFW Post 207. Received $170 for 10 months at $10 per month. 
 
Accompanying card: 
Roland E. Duncan, serial 250088, resident 10 Sprague St., Wilmerding, Allegheny PA. 
Enlisted in the Army at Columbus Barracks OH on 16 Aug 1917 at age 20 years, 11 months. 
Born Wilmerding PA. In 100th Aero Squadron Sig C, Mineola NY, to 3 Dec 1917 – in 213th 
Aero Squadron Sig C to 27 Jun 1918 – in 806th Aero Squadron to 25 Sep 1918 – in 1107th Aero 
Squadron to 17 Nov 1918 – in 254th Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted to private 1st 
class 8 Sep 1917 & to sergeant 5 Dec 1917. Overseas 18 Jan 1918 to 4 Dec 1918. 
Discharged 25 Jan 1919. Amount of disability left blank. 
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Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Aug 1897 Wilmerding, Allegheny PA (on tombstone application: 1897 is crossed 
off & 1895 handwritten)  
Died: 23 Nov 1959 North Versailles, Allegheny PA   
Find A Grave record: 91831050, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: North Huntingdon, Westmoreland PA 
Cemetery: Penn Lincoln Memorial Park 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Pennsylvania Sgt 254 Aero Sq WWI 
 
Father:  Albert Scott Duncan, 20 Aug 1871 Wellsville, Columbiana OH – 27 Feb 1940 
Woodville, Allegheny PA.  
Son of William Duncan & Janet (Jennett) Kerr (Curr). 
Obituary: “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” 29 Feb 1940 p 24 – Albert Scott Duncan d. 
Tuesday, 27 Feb 1940. Survived by wife Emma Knoll Duncan & children R.E. Duncan & Mrs. 
E.A. Rahde. Funeral 2 Mar 1940 in Turtle Creek PA. 
Buried in Penn Lincoln Memorial Park, North Huntingdon PA. 
Find A Grave: 146020554 
 
Mother:  Emma Augusta Knoll Duncan, 30 Oct 1875 Tideout, Warren Co. PA – 2 Jan 1978 
Pittsburg, Allegheny PA. SSN 202-40-0381.  
Birth date also found as 3 Jan 1875. 
Daughter of Frederick Knoll & Louisa M. Behler.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage: 2 Jun 1896 Allegheny Co. PA 
 
Spouse:  Florence Frisbie Duncan, 26 Apr 1897 Spring Creek, Warren PA – 3 Mar 1954 
Turtle Creek, Allegheny PA.  
Daughter of Arthur Darwin (Arch) Frisbie & Alice Mae Measor.  
PA death record: resident of 27A Carothers Dr., Turtle Creek PA. Died at her home. 
Daughter of Arthur Frisbie; mother’s name unknown. Informant: Richard Duncan, same 
address. Died of hypertensive heart disease.  
Buried in Penn Lincoln Memorial Park, North Huntington, Westmoreland PA – but not on 
Find A Grave as of 12 Aug 2020. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
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Children: 
• Roland Albert Duncan – also known as Albert Roland Duncan, 6 Jul 1920 

Wilmerding, Allegheny PA. - ?. - On WWII draft card, resident of 377 Kenney Ave., 
Pitcairn, Allegheny PA. NOK was wife Mrs. Albert Duncan. Card is filled out as Albert 
Roland, which is crossed off & Roland Albert written in. - Employed at 
Westinghouse Airbrake. Served in the military 9 Sep 1943 to 22 Dec 1943 and 22 
Dec 1943 to 20 Jan 1945. - On 6 May 1960 found as resident of 334 Raymond St., 
Pittsburgh PA. - Alive in Sep 1988 as he is mentioned in his brother Richard’s 
obituary. - May be the Roland Albert Duncan who married Elma Catherine Caroline 
in 1951 in Marion Co. WV. Elma Catherine Caroline Duncan was b. 5 Oct 1925 
Grindstone PA, daughter of John T. Caroline & Mary A. Paulo, SSN 160-20-2645, d. 
23 Sep 1994, buried St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Cemetery, Perryopolis, 
Fayette PA, F: 195380354. 

• Richard Herbert Duncan, Sr., 19 Jan 1927 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 13 Sep 1988 
Turtle Creek, Allegheny PA. - Husband of Elma Louise Foster (16 Jun 1930 
Homestead, Allegheny PA – 13 Mar 2002 Turtle Creek, Allegheny PA, F: 91831049). 
Her father is listed as Ellis Anderson Foster. Her mother is found as Cecilia Evelyn 
Barbara Kegler. Elma’s brother Robert Elmer Foster (11 Feb 1925-31 Mar 1994, F: 
116810209)), is listed in his obituary as the son of Ellis Anderson Foster & Anna 
Smith.  Elma married Donald Keith Forney (1927-2006) on 24 Mar 1949 in Allegheny 
Co. PA. They apparently divorced; Richard & Elma Duncan’s son Richard Herbert 
Duncan Jr. was born 29 Dec 1953. - Served as a private in the US Army 7 Aug 1944 to 
2 Jun 1945. - Obituary: “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” 14 Sep 1988 p 36 – Richard H. 
Duncan died 13 Sep 1988, resident of Turtle Creek. Survived by wife Elma Louise 
Foster, daughter, 2 sons & brother Albert Duncan. Funeral in Turtle Creek on 15 Sep. 
- Buried in Penn Lincoln Memorial Park, North Huntingdon PA. F: 91831048 

 
Siblings: 

• Helen Elizabeth Duncan Rahde, 6 Aug 1898 Wilmerding, Allegheny PA – 9 Nov 1988 
Hubbard, Trumbull OH. - Wife of Edward Adolph Rahde (1894-1977, F:127140453) 
whom she married 10 Aug 1916 in Medina Co. OH. - Find A Grave record 
inaccurately lists her birth year as 1894, but the date is inscribed 1898 on her 
tombstone.  Their son was Edward D. Rahde (1918-1993, F: 98600861).  - Buried in 
Grandview Cemetery, North Versailles, Allegheny PA. F: 127140509 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – on the Tuscania passenger list: 213th Aero 
Squadron – Sgt. Roland E. Duncan, father Albert S. Duncan, Wilmerding 
 
“Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – reported as a survivor from PA: Roland E. 
Duncan, Wilmerding 
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“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” 25 Feb 1918 p 3 – The War Department reports 63 Tuscania 
survivors still in Irish hospitals. At Belfast: Roland E. Duncan, Wilmerding PA 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph" 25 Nov 1959 p 12 – Died 23 Nov 1959; his wife was the late 
Florence (Friebie – Frisbie?), resident of 840 Sylvan St., South Wilmerding PA. Survived by 
mother Mrs. Emma A. Duncan, 2 sons: Roland A. Duncan & Richard H. Duncan, sister Mrs. 
Helen Rahda [sic]. Funeral 27 Nov, interment Penn Lincoln. Cleveland OH papers please 
copy.  
 
PA death record: Roland Edward Duncan, b. 25 Aug 1897 Wilderding PA, d. 23 Nov 1959 
North Versailles, Allegheny PA. Son of Albert S. Duncan & Emma G. Knoll. Wife Florence 
Frisbie [or Friabie]; widowed. Resident 840 Sylvan St., South Wilmerding PA. Informant: 
Richard A. Duncan, 850 Sylvan St., South Wilmerding PA. Died of cerebral thrombosis; 3 
days’ duration. 
 
Social Security Number: 169-01-3253 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Wilmerding, Allegheny PA – Sprague St. – conducted 12 Jun 1900 
Albert Duncan, 29 OH, Aug 1871, parents b. Scotland, married 4 years, machinist 
Emma C., 25 PA, Oct 1875, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Roland E. 3 PA, Aug 1897 
Hellen E., 2 PA, Aug 1898 
 
1910 Wilmerding, Allegheny PA – Sprague St. – conducted 12 Jun 1910 
Albert Duncan, 38 OH, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 13 years, pattern maker, air 
brake worker 
Emma, 34 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Roland, 12 PA 
Helen, 11 PA 
 
1920 Wilmerding, Allegheny PA – Sprague St. – conducted Jan 1920 [no date in month] 
Albert S. Duncan, 48 OH, parents b. Scotland,, skilled laborer, manufacturing 
Emma, 44 PA, parents g. Germany 
Roland, 22 PA, clerk, accounting, married [son] 
Florence, 23 PA, parents b. PA [daughter-in-law] 
 
1930 cannot locate 
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1940 Patton, Allegheny PA – in 1935 resident of Turtle Creek PA – conducted [date illegible 
– in May?] 
Roland Duncan, 41 PA, labor, electric 
Florence, 42 [birth state not listed] 
Albert, 19 [birth state not listed], labor, Telgam [spelling?] Inc. 
Richard, 13 PA 
 
1950 Turtle Creek, Allegheny PA – conducted 6 Apr 1950 
Roland E. Duncan, 52 PA, laborer, airbrake manufacturer 
Florence, 52 PA 
Richard H., 28 PA, never married, sales clerk, state liquor store 
 
 


