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TUSCANIA 

   

Drake, Earl Wilder (Sr.) 
1891 IL – 1943 OK 

 

 
Earl Wilder Drake 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/90539722-2581-4fa3-8ae1-

6f4c4ebfab58?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/90539722-2581-4fa3-8ae1-6f4c4ebfab58?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/90539722-2581-4fa3-8ae1-6f4c4ebfab58?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/90539722-2581-4fa3-8ae1-6f4c4ebfab58?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
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Earl Wilder Drake & his siblings: 

Back row, left: Etta [Aletta] Drake – right: Earl Wilder Drake  
Middle row, left: Rena [Lorena] Drake – right: Villa Drake 

Front row, left: Zela [Cy] Drake – right: Charles Drake 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/58335088/person/46035243313/media/23fa17d0-ed97-41dc-a955-
92d3ad5b1838?_phsrc=bIM2549&_phstart=successSource  \\ 

 

 
Left: Albert J. Thompson – right: Earl Wilder Drake, at Galveston TX in the early 1920s 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/4a382262-87ce-4455-ae67-

cc02b23e37f4?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource 
 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58335088/person/46035243313/media/23fa17d0-ed97-41dc-a955-92d3ad5b1838?_phsrc=bIM2549&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58335088/person/46035243313/media/23fa17d0-ed97-41dc-a955-92d3ad5b1838?_phsrc=bIM2549&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58335088/person/46035243313/media/23fa17d0-ed97-41dc-a955-92d3ad5b1838?_phsrc=bIM2549&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/4a382262-87ce-4455-ae67-cc02b23e37f4?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/4a382262-87ce-4455-ae67-cc02b23e37f4?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/4a382262-87ce-4455-ae67-cc02b23e37f4?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
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Earl Wilder Drake (seated) at his Drake Hardware Store in Binger OK 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/12a5ed2e-e7fc-4750-8362-

f90380295020?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Earl Wilder with his wife Marguerite (Thompson) & his 2 oldest sons, Albert Eugene (“Bo”) 

(2nd from left) & Earl Jr. (3rd from left)  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/58335088/person/46035243434/media/4e394943-3cd6-4d50-9c09-
6412f0ac15a1 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/12a5ed2e-e7fc-4750-8362-f90380295020?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/12a5ed2e-e7fc-4750-8362-f90380295020?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/12a5ed2e-e7fc-4750-8362-f90380295020?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58335088/person/46035243434/media/4e394943-3cd6-4d50-9c09-6412f0ac15a1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58335088/person/46035243434/media/4e394943-3cd6-4d50-9c09-6412f0ac15a1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58335088/person/46035243434/media/4e394943-3cd6-4d50-9c09-6412f0ac15a1
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Veterans Administration Master Index – 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WH53-

8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7ZSP-
XRPZ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

 
1930 Oklahoma school records for Binger, Caddo OK - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSM9-D9C1-
Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TC-

LGYN&action=view&cc=1926701&lang=en&groupId= 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WH53-8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7ZSP-XRPZ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WH53-8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7ZSP-XRPZ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1N-WH53-8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7ZSP-XRPZ&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSM9-D9C1-Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TC-LGYN&action=view&cc=1926701&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSM9-D9C1-Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TC-LGYN&action=view&cc=1926701&lang=en&groupId=
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSM9-D9C1-Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2TC-LGYN&action=view&cc=1926701&lang=en&groupId=
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 

 
Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 



7 
 

 
Anadarko OK 
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Anadarko OK 
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 Binger OK 
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Life: 
 

 
Binger OK 
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 Hydro OK 
 

 
Hydro OK 
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Excerpt – Hinton OK  
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Hydro OK 
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Houston TX 
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Oklahoma City OK 

 
 
 
 
 



17 
 

 

 
 
 

Earl’s letter home written 4 days after the sinking doesn’t mention the Tuscania  – left 
margin is cut off on original – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 10 Mar 1918 p 19 

 

 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 13 Jun 1919 p 1 
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A soldier and also a Mason in Germany – “Binger (OK) Journal” 11 Jul 1919 p 1 

 

 
 

 
“Harlow’s Weekly” (Oklahoma City OK) 16 Jul 1919 p 15 

 

 

 Binger OK 
 



19 
 

 

 Binger OK 
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Wife 
 

 
His marriage announcement hopes the “seas of matrimony” are calmer than the ones Earl 

encountered when the Tuscania sunk - “Binger (OK) Journal” Friday 31 Dec 1920 p 1 
 

 

 Tulsa OK 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/26275292?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=c2a4ee8e-ef71-41cc-b5a5-7d31ef998e28&_phsrc=cPx44052&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Children: 

 

 

  
 

 Tulsa OK 
Son Earl Wilder Drake Jr. (1922-2010) – 
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 Anadarko OK 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290004999586/gallery?galleryPage=1 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290004999586/gallery?galleryPage=1
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290004999586/gallery?galleryPage=1
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Earl & (Sarah) Mary (Truscott) Drake 
https://www.ancestry.com/media 

ui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/58335088/person/46035369320/media/e5ddcbd3-fc47-
4210-b063-f75365c91279?queryId=b1c889fd-be00-4046-a547-

64850f424c62&searchContextTreeId=81987619&searchContextPersonId=290004999586
&_phsrc=cPx44100&_phstart=successSource 

 

 Stillwater OK 
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Binger OK 
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 Binger OK 
 
 
 

 

  
Son Albert Eugene Drake (1927-2019) – Stillwater OK 
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https://www.tulsacremation.com/obituaries/Albert-Eugene-Drake?obId=4391019 

https://www.tulsacremation.com/obituaries/Albert-Eugene-Drake?obId=4391019
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Son Joe Edward Drake (1932-2008) - https://www.smithgallo.com/obituary/340368 
 

https://www.smithgallo.com/obituary/340368
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/67298055/person/40170712531/facts 

 
 
 

 
Father 

 

 
Albert Clarence Drake – https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966550/media/ea3613bb-639f-4cbb-a13c-
48483a227a6c 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/67298055/person/40170712531/facts
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  Perry OK

 
 

 

 Edmond OK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



31 
 

Mother 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003963195/media/87d14284-2e13-42c8-86f9-
bdde33bc3394 
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Anadarko OK 
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 Anadarko OK 
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Siblings: 
 

 
 

Sister Martha Elizabeth Drake Courtney (1875-1965) – Find A Grave 65000101 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290003970169/facts 
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 Anadarko OK 
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Brother George Thomas Drake (1878-1968) – Chickasha 

 

 

 Binger OK 
 



37 
 

 

 Bakersfield CA 
 



38 
 

  
Fresno CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290003970171/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290003970171/facts 
 

 
 

 
Sister (Nettie) March Drake Carter (1880-1923) – Find A Grave 44771968 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290003970171/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290003970171/facts
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Pawnee OK 

 

  
Blackburn OK 
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Cleveland OK  
 

 

 Anadarko OK 
 

  
Anadarko OK 
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 Pawnee OK 
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Anadarko OK 

Sister Lorena Amelia Drake Sprinkel (1884-1937) 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61379/records/963781835?tid=81987619&

pid=290003966720&queryId=f072f679-8936-4d5a-a09d-
491ebf51794d&_phsrc=cPx44062&_phstart=successSource 
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 Anadarko OK 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Sister Aletta Jane (Etta) Drake Brackman (1887-1913) – Blackburn OK 

 

 

 Blackburn OK 
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Blackburn OK 

 

 

Goddard KS  
 

 

 Leavenworth KS 
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 Leavenworth KS 
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 Blackburn OK 
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Binger OK 
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Goddard KS 
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 Wichita KS 
 

  
Binger OK 
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Binger OK 
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Anadarko OK  
 
 

 

 

Sister Villa Dona Drake Longacre (1893-1975) -  
El Reno OK 

 

 

 Anadarko OK 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61379/records/963231386?tid=81987619&

pid=290003966553&queryId=bf2f206e-604e-4d33-8ed2-
923c9996e1d5&_phsrc=cPx44081&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

  
Sister Zelda Ruth Drake Wayland (1895-1974) – Binger OK 
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Brother Charles Walker Drake (1898-1980) – Anadarko OK 
 
 

 

 Anadarko OK 
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Binger OK 

 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: Earl Wilder Drake (Sr.) 
Name variations:  online genealogies indicate he may have been born with surname Earll? 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals, then 90th Div., 357th Inf., then Evacuation 
Hospital No 8 (1938 NTSA, 2nd Div., 9th Inf., Co. L & Evac. Hospital No. 8) - private 
Serial number: 251,525 
Entered service from: Binger, Caddo OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Earl W. Drake 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Ester C.  Drake, Binger OK  
Returned from war on: "Santa Teresa" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Earl W. Drake 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: NOK father Albert C. Drake, Binger OK (PFC Med. Dept., 
Evac. Hosp. #8)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Earll Wilder Drake - b.  (16? 10? 18? – unclear] Jul 
1891 Williamsfield IL; res; Binger, Caddo OK. Single. Farmer for self. Has dependent 
mother & father. Claimed exemption from draft due to dependents. Medium height & build.  
Card signed E.W. Drake. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  Drake Hardware Co., Binger OK 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Earl Wilder Drake - b. 10 Jul 1891 Knox Co. IL; res: 
Box No. 107, Binger, Caddo OK. NOK Mrs. Marguerite (Earl) Drake, Binger OK.  Self-
employed at same address. Height: 5’7” – weight: 150 lbs. Registered 25 Apr 1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 3 Oct 1917 
Discharged 6 Jun 1919 
Address:  card’s margin on left cut off – [BI]nger OK 
Rank/unit: C1 P [private 1st class], Cas Det Demob Grp 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 19 Jul 1891 Williamsfield, Knox IL (10 Jul 1891 Knox Co. IL - II)  
Died: 12 Dec 1943 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma OK (died of tetanus poisoning after falling at 
his house & cutting his hand on a teakettle in the fall, ill for 1 week)  
Find A Grave record: 44777660, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Caddo Co. OK 
Cemetery: Binger 
Tombstone: 
 
Father:  Albert Clarence Drake, Nov 1847 (or 1846 according to military records or 28 Nov 
1848 according to family researchers) IL – Feb 1933 Binger, Caddo OK (buried 28 Feb 
1933).  
Civil War veteran, for the Union, Co. B, 60th IL infantry.  
An extensive family tree on Ancestry.com (see below) indicates Albert is the son of Martha 
Bagley (1817 NY – 1880 IL) who had children by Benjamin T. Earll/Earl (1810-1845 or 1846) – 
but whose children online are born 1840-1848 (impossible if he were dead). Martha is 
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listed as marrying Francis B. Drake (1820-1850) on 25 Dec 1847 in Peoria IL and likely gave 
birth to Albert Drake.  
But if Benjamin were still alive & Albert were born in 1846, his birth surname may have 
been Earll.  
Buried in Binger Cemetery, Binger, Caddo Co. OK.  
Find A Grave: 30140733  
An extensive family tree is located in two sections on Ancestry.com as the Drake family 
history is confusing. Two family lines with same/similar names & locations confuse the 
records. See https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/b87f6dfd-30be-4b0f-82a7-
bffb3fb447e0?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource AND 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/30d514a7-c4ec-456a-8eb2-
2c8f5121ec27?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource AND 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290003968825/facts  
 
Mother:  Esther Aletta Bealey/Bagley/Williams Drake, Sep 1855 OH – 14 Sep 1937 Binger, 
Caddo OK (at her home).  
Maiden surname listed as Bealey on Find A Grave – Bagley on family tree – also found as 
Begley - Williams on family tree.  
Her mother, Martha Walker, was 1st married to Elijah Bagley and had 3 Bagley sons 
(including the Elijah who lives with her in censuses) & then married Joseph Williams, who is 
Esther’s biological father.  
Martha’s husband Elijah has a sister, Martha Jane Bagley, who marries Benjamin Earll & 
then Francis B. Drake & so is the mother of Esther’s husband Albert Drake. 
Buried in Binger Cemetery, Caddo OK.   
Find A Grave: 30140763 
Parents’ marriage: 1 Apr 1873 Scottville, Macoupin IL 
 
Spouse:  Marguerite Elizabeth (“Dixie”) Thompson Drake, 27 Jun 1900 Durant, Bryan OK – 
17 Mar 1990 Guthrie, Logan OK. 
 Daughter of John Franklin Thompson & Ida Leona Covington.  
Buried in Binger Cemetery, Caddo Co. OK 
Spouse Find A Grave: 44777689 
Marriage: 25 Dec 1920 Harris Co. TX 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/b87f6dfd-30be-4b0f-82a7-bffb3fb447e0?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/b87f6dfd-30be-4b0f-82a7-bffb3fb447e0?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/b87f6dfd-30be-4b0f-82a7-bffb3fb447e0?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/30d514a7-c4ec-456a-8eb2-2c8f5121ec27?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/30d514a7-c4ec-456a-8eb2-2c8f5121ec27?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/81987619/person/290003966551/media/30d514a7-c4ec-456a-8eb2-2c8f5121ec27?_phsrc=bIM2558&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290003968825/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290003968825/facts
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Children: 

• Earl Wilder Drake, Jr., 24 Nov 1922 Binger, Caddo OK – 17 Dec 2010 Tulsa, Tulsa OK. 
- Husband of Sarah Mary Truscott (1921-2012, F: 102485919) whom he married 10 
Jan 1943 in Stillwater, Payne OK. - Captain in US Army in WWII. - Buried in Memorial 
Park Cemetery, Tulsa, Tulsa OK. F: 102683698 

• Albert Eugene (“Bo”/”Al”) Drake, 2 May 1927 Binger, Caddo OK – 7 May 2019 Tulsa, 
Tulsa OK.  - Enlisted in Army 7 Dec 1945 at Camp Pinedale CA.  - Albert’s obituary 
from the “Bartlesville Enterprise” Jun 2019: photo, age 92, d. 7 May 2019 in Tulsa 
OK. Born 2 May 1927 in Binger to Earl Wilder Drake Sr. & Marguerite Elizabeth 
(Thompson) Drake. Valedictorian of Binger High School. Graduate of Oklahoma 
A&M College in 1951 with degrees in industrial engineering & management. Met & 
married wife Mary Compton while in A&M. Worked 34 years with Phillips Petroleum 
Co. in Bartlesville OK, retiring in 1985. Liked fishing trips to Canada with his family & 
brothers Earl Drake Jr. & Joe Ed Drake. Survived by son & daughter. Preceded in 
death by his parents, wife Mary & brothers Earl Jr. & Joe Ed. 
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/examiner-enterprise/obituary.aspx?n=albert-
eugene-drake-bo&pid=193028215 - Wife Mary Marie Bearden Drake’s obituary from 
the “Bartlesville Enterprise” July to Aug 2016: Mary Marie (Bearden) Drake born 
southwest of Binger OK 9 Jan 1930 on a cold, snowy night, daughter of Arther & Ora 
Irene (Elliott) Bearden. Married 13 Feb 1949 in the Presbyterian Church in Stillwater 
OK to Albert Eugene Drake, whom she met at Oklahoma A&M College in Stillwater. 
Albert worked for Phillips Petrolum; the couple lived in Bartlesville OK since 1951. 
Survived by her husband Albert E. (“Al”) Drake Sr. of 67 years, a son & daughter.  She 
is on Find a Grave 166787201; burial site unknown. 
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/examiner-enterprise/obituary.aspx?n=mary-
marie-drake-bearden&pid=180605088&fhid=8812  

• Joe Edward Drake, 15 Mar 1932 Binger, Caddo OK – 15 May 2008 South Padre 
Island, Cameron Co. TX. - Dr. Joe was a dentist, practicing in Guthrie OK from 1959-
1989 when he retired. - Shares tombstone with wife Jerry H. Compton Drake, b. 5 
Apr 1933 – death date not inscribed, no Find A Grave record as of 4 Aug 2025, whom 
he married 25 May 1952 in the First Baptist Church, Binger, Caddo Co. OK. - 
Obituary: “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 18 May 2008 p 21 – age 76, of 
South Padre Island TX, died at his home on South Padre on 15 May 2008. Memorial 
service 23 May 2008 in Guthrie OK. Born in Binger OK to the late Earl Binger & 
Marguerite Elizabeth (Dixie) Thompson Binger. Married wife Jerry H. Compton in the 
1st Baptist Church in Binger on 25 May 1952. Captain in the Air Force. Practiced 
dentistry in Guthrie OK 1959-1989. Moved to Padre Island in 1996. Survived by wife 
Jerry H., son, 3 daughters & 2 brothers, Earl Drake Jr. (wife Mary) of Tulsa OK & Albert 
(“Bo”) Drake (wife Mary) of Bartlesville OK.  - Buried in Summit View Cemetery, 
Guthrie, Logan OK. F: 77202797 

 
 
 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/examiner-enterprise/obituary.aspx?n=albert-eugene-drake-bo&pid=193028215
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/examiner-enterprise/obituary.aspx?n=albert-eugene-drake-bo&pid=193028215
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/examiner-enterprise/obituary.aspx?n=mary-marie-drake-bearden&pid=180605088&fhid=8812
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/examiner-enterprise/obituary.aspx?n=mary-marie-drake-bearden&pid=180605088&fhid=8812
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Siblings: in 1900 census, Esther reports giving birth to 10 children, 9 of whom are living 

• Martha Elizabeth (“Mattie”) Drake Courtney, 25 Aug 1875 IL – 11 Nov 1965 Blue 
Mound, Linn KS. - Wife of William Nathaniel Courtney (1872-1955, F: 65000125) 
whom she married 23 Sep 1898 in Bentonville, Benton AR. - Buried in Memory Lane 
Cemetery, Anadarko, Caddo OK. F: 65000101 

• George Thomas Drake, 18 Oct 1878 Princeville, Peoria Co. IL – 3 Dec 1968 
Corcoran, Kings CA. - Age 2 in 1880 census.  - Husband of Jessie Marie Rambo 
(1900-1992, F: 67024744). They married on 5 Mar 1919 in Chickasha, Grady OK. - 
Buried in North Kern Cemetery, Delano, Kern CA. F: 67024743 

• Nettie March Drake Carter, 12 Mar 1880 London Mills, Fulton IL – 7 Mar 1923 Clinton 
(either Custer or Washita Co.) OK. - She used the name “March” and is buried under 
that name. - Wife of Henry Elmer Carter (1869-1967, F: 20101820, buried in 
Blackburn OK), whom she married 27 Jan 1907 at Pawnee OK; he was widowed. 
Henry’s 1st wife was Rebecca Moore (Becky) Baker Carter (1878-1905, F: 20101743).  
Marriage: “Blackburn (OK) Flash-Light” 31 Jan 1907 p 3 – Married on 27 Jan 1907 at 
Pawnee were H.E. Carter & Miss Nettie March Drake, both of Blackburn OK. – March 
Carter died in the Western Oklahoma Tuberculosis Sanatorium (which had been 
established in 1919). - Buried in Binger Cemetery, Caddo Co. OK. Tombstone reads 
“wife of H.E. Carter.” F: 44771968 

• Lorena Amelia (“Rena”) Drake Sprinkel, 1884 IL – 1937 Caddo Co. OK. - Wife of John 
Ross Sprinkel (1886-1954, F: 44777804), whom she married 11 Jun 1914 in Caddo 
Co. OK. - Buried in Binger Cemetery, Caddo Co. OK. F: 44777783 

• Aletta Jane (“Etta”) Drake Brackman, 1887 IL – 17 Apr 1913 Coal Creek, Fremont 
CO. - She used the name “Etta Drake.” - “Blackburn (OK) Flash-Light” 13 Jun 1907 p 
3 – Etta Drake is the new “hello girl” at the local & long-distance phone office & is 
expected she will do as fine as job as her sister Miss Rena Drake did. - Etta married 
William Samuel Brackman (1888-1969) in Leavenworth Co. KS on 15 Aug 1910. - Her 
marriage notice in the “Binger (OK) Journal” for Friday, 19 Aug 1910 p 4 misspells 
her husband’s name & places the marriage in Blackburn OK: Miss Etta Drake & 
William Blackman [sic] were married at the home of her parents in Blackburn OK on 
Thursday [apparently 11 Aug[. She is the sister of Mrs. W.N. Courtney; Etta lived in 
Blackburn several months last year. The couple will live in Leavenworth KS. The 
marriage notice in the ”Blackburn (OK) Journal” 19 Aug 1910 p 1 has the date wrong: 
“Miss Etta Drake, who was visiting the home folks here for some time, left Sunday 
for Leavenworth KS, where she married William Brackman of Leavenworth on 
Monday. He is an electrician & painter. Etta, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. A.C. Drake, 
grew to womanhood in Blackburn. – William & Etta had a son, Bertram Brett 
Brackman (1912 CO-2000 TX).  - In the 1912 Colorado Springs CO, William & Mrs. 
Etta Brackman are living at 718 S. Cascade Ave.; he is a clerk. The “Binger (OK) 
Journal” 21 Feb 1913 p 1 noted that Mrs. A.C. Drake left Saturday for Colorado 
Springs CO, where her daughter Mrs. Etta Brackman is in very poor health. Mrs. 
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Drake spent most of the fall in CO with her daughter.  – Etta’s son had been born 3 
Oct 1912 in Colorado Springs CO; perhaps her illness was related to childbirth. She 
died in Apr 1913. - William Samuel Brackman married 30 Apr 1922 in Kansas City 
MO to Mabel Amanda Appling (1894-1974) & is buried in Rose Hills Memorial Park, 
Whittier, Los Angeles CA. F: 190795060. He was the son of Samuel Curry Brackman 
& Agnes Little.  – According to her obituary, Etta was buried in Coal Creek, Fremont 
CO where she died.  

• Bertha Hazel Drake, 13 Aug 1888 – 9 Nov 1889. According to: 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/81987619/person/290014948388/facts 

• Villa Dona Drake Longacre, 9 Sep 1893 OK – 28 Apr 1975 Perry, Noble OK. - Wife of 
Charles Austin Longacre (1891-1954, F: 36983188) whom she married 19 Nov 1920 
in Canadian Co. OK. - Buried in Grace Hill Cemetery, Perry, Noble OK. F: 36983265 

• Zelda Ruth (“Cy”) Drake Weyland, 7 Aug 1895 OK – 19 Aug 1974 Hot Springs 
National Park, Garland AR. - Wife of Lon Hurt Weyland (1894-1947, F: 20815560), 
whom she married 30 Apr 1918 at Lawton, Comanche OK. - Buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Hot Springs, Garland AR. F: 20815579 

• Charles Walker Drake, 27 Apr 1898 AR – 4 Jun 1980 Bartlesville, Washington OK. - 
Husband of Ruby Finch (1901-1995, F: 44777635), whom he married 24 Dec 1920 in 
Binger, Caddo OK, the day before Earl married. - Buried in Binger Cemetery, Caddo 
Co. OK. F: 44777581 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Blackburn (OK) News” 14 Oct 1910 p 1 – Earl Drake returned the latter part of last week 
from his visit to relatives in Caddo County OK. 
 
“Blackburn (OK) News” 23 Dec 1910 p 1 – for sale: 100 shocks of kafir corn – Inquire of Earl 
Drake 
 
“Blackburn (OK) News” 1 Sep 1911 p 1 – Elijah Bagley returned Friday from Binger OK after 
a week visiting the family of A.C. Drake. He was accompanied home by Earl Drake, who will 
spend a couple of weeks visiting friends & relatives. They brought with them some fine 
specimens of corn. 
 
“Pawnee (OK) Times-Democrat” 22 Aug 1912 p 5 – Earl Drake of Bingham, former resident 
of Blackburn, visited his sister Mrs. Henry E. Carter. 
 
“Pawnee (OK) Times-Democrat” 19 Sep 1912 p 5 – Blackburn news: Colonel Elijah Bagley 
returned from Binger OK on Monday. His nephew Earl Drake left for his home Binger, after 
many a pleasant sojourn with his many friends here. 
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“Binger (OK) Journal” 13 Mar 1913 p 1 – want ad: For Sale – about 75 bushels of good 
cotton seed & 125 bushels of white seed corn. Earl Drake, 1 mile west of Binger. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 9 May 1913 p 8 – want ad: Wanted – stock to pasture, lots of grass, 
plenty of shade & water. Earl Drake, 1 mile west of Binger. 
 
“Pawnee (OK) Times-Democrat” 27 May 1915 p 3 – Earl Drake of Anadarko visited his 
sister, Mrs. H.E. Carter. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 18 Jun 1915 p 1 – Earl Drake, substitute mail carrier, is carrying mail 
on Route 1. The regular carrier, Robert Ballew, has transferred. Earl hopes he becomes the 
regular carrier. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 17 Mar 1916 p 1 – Earl Drake was 1 of 5 nominees on 14 Mar to be 
delegates from the Republicans of South Fern township to the 18 Mar 1916 county meeting 
at Anadarko. Earl was named 1 of the 2 alternates. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 11 May 1917 p 4 – Earl Drake, substitute, is carrying mail on Route 1 
as the regular carrier’s home has measles. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Hydro (OK) Review” 26 Jul 1917 p 3 – “First Drawn First to Serve” - District #2, Caddo Co., 
to furnish 94 men to the draft. Earl Drake of Binger, #458, was the 2nd name drawn.  
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 3 Aug 1917 p 1 – Notification cards were received by the following 
men to report for examination at Bridgeport. “There are fourteen of you fellows who now 
have a rare opportunity to make heroes or angels out of yourselves.” One was Earl Drake. 
The newspaper called them lucky enough to go to France – unless they got shot between 
the eyes by Germans. 
 
“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – on board the Tuscania: Earl W. Drake, 
mother Mrs. Esther C. Drake, Binger OK 
 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – Definitely saved, according to 
telegrams from the War Department – including Earl W. Drake of Binger OK. 
 
Earl is first reported missing in action, then as dead! – “Harlow’s Weekly” 16 Jul 1919 p 5 – 
copied above 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 11 Jul 1919 p 1 – H.E. Carter & children of Blackwell visited his 
brother-in-law Earl Drake here. 
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“Caddo County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) 20 Jan 1921 p 1 – Mr. & Mrs. Earl Drake of Binger 
visited his brother G.T. Drake & family over Sunday. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 15 Jul 1921 p 1 – Earl Drake was appointed postmaster last week. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 29 Jul 1921 p 1 – Earl Drake moved into the W.L. Evans property on 
Main Street this week. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 30 Sep 1921 p 1 – as he has no place to keep stock, Earl Drake will 
hold an auction of 12 head of cattle at the Gregory barn on 1 Oct 1921. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 19 May 1922 p 1 – On the American Legion 4th of July committee, to 
get businessmen to donate free meat, was Earl Drake. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 3 Nov 1922 p 1 – Mr. & Mrs. A.C. Drake returned Sunday from a visit of 
several weeks with their daughters, Mrs. H.E. Carter at Blackburn OK & Mrs. C.A. Longacre 
at Yukon OK, and visiting other relatives & friends. Mr. & Mrs. Longacre came to Binger with 
Mr. & Mrs. A.C. Drake & spent several days with them. 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 7 Jun 1923 p 4 – Earl Drake & family and Ross Srinkle [sic] & family 
took dinner with their father on Sunday. [Earl’s sister Lorena Drake Sprinkel & husband 
Ross] 
 
“Binger (OK) Journal” 12 Jul 1923 p 1 – a party of young people was entertained on Tuesday 
night at the home of Earl Drake. 
 
“Nowata (OK) Daily Star” 18 Mar 1924 p 4 – Earl Drake was elected secretary of the Binger 
Chamber of Commerce 
 
“Anadarko (OK) Daily American-Democrat” 3 Aug 1934 p 3 – Mr. & Mrs. Earl Drake returned 
from a 3-week fishing trip to Lake City CO where Earl caught a 5-pound rainbow trout, on 
exhibit Tuesday in Ira Daniel’s meat box. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Chestnut, Knox IL – conducted 24 Jun 1880 
Clarence Drake, 30 IL, father’s birthplace unknown, mother b. NY, blacksmith 
Ester, 24 OH, parents b. NJ, keeping house 
Martha E., 4 IL 
George, 2 IL 
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Nettie, 2 months IL 
Walter Bagley, 33 IL, parents b. NJ, blacksmith [Esther’s half-brother & Albert’s 1st cousin] 
 
1900 Mount Vernon township, Benton AR – conducted 20 Jun 1900 
Clyde C. Drake, 57 (?) IL, Nov 1848, parents b. OH, married 27 years, farmer 
Ester, 40 OH, Sep 1855, father b. NJ, mother OH, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living 
George T., 22 IL, Oct 1877, farm laborer 
Nettie M., 20 IL, Mar 1880 
Lorana A., 15 IL, Nov 1884 
Etta J. Drake, 13 IL, Aug 1886 
Earl W., 8 IL, Jul 1891 
Dona V., 6 Indian Territory [OK], Sep 1893 
Zelda R., 4 Indian Territory [OK], Aug 1895 
Charles, 2 AR, Apr 1898 
Elijah Begley, 59 OH, Oct 1940, farmer [brother of Ester, possibly Albert’s 1st cousin] 
 
1910 Blackburn, Pawnee OK – conducted 10 May 1910 
Albert C. Drake, 63 IL, father b. England, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 37 years, 
farmer 
Ester, 55 OH, father b. NJ, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are 
living 
Lorenea A., 25 IL, bookkeeper, general store 
Aletta J., 23 IL, clerk, general store 
Earl W., 18 IL, farm laborer, home farm 
Villa D., 16 OK   
Zelda R., 14 OK  
Charles, 12 AR, farm laborer 
Elijah Bagley, 69 OH, parents b. OH, widowed, given birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
[presumably his wife did], men’s dealer, own store 
 
1920 Fern, Caddo OK – conducted 8 Jan 1920 
Albert C. Drake, 73 IL, father b. England, mother b. NY 
Ester, 64 OH, father b. NJ, mother b. OH 
Earl W., 28 IL, single, farmer, general farm 
Villa D., 26 OK, single, instructor in school 
Charles, 21 AR, single, farmer, general farm 
 
1930 – cannot locate census – Binger, Caddo OK school records indicate his children in 
attendance there in 1930 
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1940 Binger, Caddo OK – same house in 1935 – conducted 2 Apr 1940 
Earl W. Drake, 48 IL, hardware merchant, hardware 
Marguerite E., 39 OK 
Earl W. Jr., 17 OK  
Albert E., 12 OK 
Jo E., 8 OK 
Lena E. Deering, 61 OK [aunt by marriage] 
The family lives adjacent to Earl’s brother Charles W. & his wife Ruby Drake. 
 
1950 Earl is dead 
 
 
 


